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Dedicated

to allthe unheraldedwitnesses
who with artesian resourcefulnesshaveproclaimed
andlivedtheirfaithat the frontiers ofthelittle worlds
where theyvhave functionedvocationally andprofessionally

as "kingdompersons."
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Preface

No age since the first century has offered Christians better
opportunities for advancingtheir faith throughout the world than
the present one. The technological revolution of our times has
facilitated the proclamation of the Christian evangel "to all the
world."

A wheel turned no faster in George Washington's day than in
the time of Hannibal.but today wheels and machines turn so fast
that man can cover moredistancein a few days than he once could
in a lifetime. Countries hitherto inaccessible to the gospel are now
opento Christian evangelization. In contrast,theChristian advances
with such languor as to validate the charge that civilization is in
danger ofmovinginto the post-Christian era. When we try to find
reasons for this inertia we can only conclude that few Christians
activelyand consciouslyseckto propagate their faith at the frontier
ofthe worldwhere they spend theirlives vocationally.

"Not one in a hundred among us is doing anythingbeyond
engagingin common, worldlyenterprises. We are nothalfawaketo
the worth ofthe souls for whom Christdied."” 1 Thisjudgment was
made against the church more than seventy years ago. The recent
publication, Patterns ofSeventh-day Adventist Church Growth in
America,2 indicates no significant change since this testimony was
givenin 1904.Oneis remindedofa certain BillyBray, who satbeside
adyingman who groaned, "IfI hadthepower, I'd shout'Gloryto
God.'" " Billyanswered, "It's a pity you didn't shout 'Glory' when
you had the power." The plight of this paralytic describes the

experience ofmanyChristians whohave failed to understand fully



boththeir role and functionin the worldand the nature ofthe church.

Mypurposein settingforththesepagesis to review the spiritual
privileges and responsibilities of Christian laymen from the
perspective ofbothbiblicalandhistoricalinsights. Specificfunctions
andactivities oflaymen arenotwithinthe scope ofthis work. Rather,
itislimitedto an effortto interpret thebasicbiblicalprinciples that
directly affect the laymen's understanding ofhis ministryin the
common walks oflife, at his work or in his neighborhood. Ifthe
laity shouldpossess an adequate understanding ofthe churchand
their callingin it, the responsibilityfor carryingout their ministry
would not need legislating. Rather, it would be a spontanceous
outgrowthofsuch an understanding.

IntheNewTestamentthe churchis seenin vitalanddailycontact
with every element ofthe world through the lives ofits members.
Whether assembledtogetherfor studyandworshiporindispersion,
thefirst-centuryChristians continuallysoughttoperform everytask
inthelightoftheirlivingrelationshipwiththe risenChrist. TheNew
Testament churches were ministering fellowships and in the
communities ministering agencies. No difference in rank or status
divided the pecople of God. Church leaders were primarily
responsible for preparingthe congregation for productive service
and witness to thepeople about them. The church was notviewed
as a musicalsocietywhichhiredtheperformers andsatbackto enjoy
theperformance. The churchwas the orchestrain whicheachmember
was assignedhisparttoplay.

Christcommitted His ministryto the whole church.

TheSaviour's commissionto thedisciplesincludedallthebelievers.
It includes all believers in Christ to the end oftime. It is afatal
mistaketo supposethatthe worko favingsoulsdepends alone upon

the ordainedminister.3

Andinasmuchas "everyfollower ofJesushas a worktodo as a
missionaryforChrist.inthe familyinthe neighborhood.inthe town
or citywherehelives,"4then everymemberis a Christian minister.
Thedemandthen for aninformed, educated, and equipped laityis
self-evident. Thequestion remains: Is there a solid.biblicalbasis for

interpretingthe layman's role ofministry? Thisbookis an attempt



to revealjustsuch a foundation.

InperforminglibraryresearchI have come to agree with Hans
RuediWeber's conclusionthat"thepredicamentfacinganyone who
assembles abibliographyonthelaityisdue to thegreat uncertainty
whichpresently exists about the right criteria forjudging which
publications shouldbeincluded."5I acknowledge thatmanyauthors
other than thosethatappearin thelistofreferences atthe endofthe
book have influenced my thinking, and I am grateful for the

assistance ofthese contributors even thoughIhave notlistedthem.

1 Ellen G. White,Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 148.

2GottfriedOosterwal,Patterns o Seventh-dayAdventistChurchGrowthin AmericgBerrien
Springs.Mich.: Andrews UniversityPress, 1976).

3Ellen G. White, The Desire ofAges,p. 822.

4 Ellen G. White,Christian Service,p,18.

SHans-RuediWeber,Laiciin Ecclsesia:An EcumenicalBibliographyontheL aityin theLife and
Mission ofheChurcliGeneva: WorldCouncilofChurches,Departmenton the Laity,1961).p.

vi.






Chapterl

ITHaveSentl'hem
IntotheWorld

WinstonChurchillwas once askedbyan admiringladyifhe was
apillar ofthe church.Churchillrepliedthathe was morelike aflying
buttress: "I support it from the outside." IDid this sage English
statesmangive toidle churchmembers alessonin activity? Workers
in alllines couldwelladdChristian witness to theirdailywork. Elton
Trueblood, who has stronglyinfluenced such a lay movement on
the contemporaryscene. . hasdescribed'the risingtide ofinterestin
layreligion"as ""the revoltofthelaymen." 1 Thoughnothingas violent
as revolutionis evident amongChristian laymen, manyindications
oftheir changinginterest and concerns reveal that we are livingin
an age ofecclesiastical transition. A gitatingfor a need ofradical
changein the understandingofthe churchmembers'work,one writer

suggests:

The need to restore the broken connection between the
Church and life as actuallylived demands a radically new
understandingoffheplace andfunction ofthe laymembers offhe

Church. ... Arevolutionis needed in thepresent outlook offthe

Church.2

Architects of ecclesiologyknow that the great commission
(Matthew28:20)cannotbefulfilledbymembers ofa ministerialelite,
many ofwhom are administrativelyimprisonedin the system ofa

modern complex parish. The tradition that assigns to the pastor



exclusiverights topreachhasdeprivedthelaityofitslegitimate role
ofministry. The work ofthe layman and the work ofthe minister
should be viewed as synonymous. Yet, the majority in the
"comfortablepew" ofdenominational"Do-Nothingsville"situneasy
andrestless.

The problem is not unrelated to the vocabulary of a religious
culture. What do you call a Christian who is notprofessionally or
vocationallyin church-related work? A "layman'"!

The word "layman' enjoys a wide differentiation ofmeaning, a
common characteristic beingthat they are stated in contrasts. One
definition posits the contrast in terms oftheperson's employment

outside the church:

By'laity'we mean,... the vastbodyofhurchmembers who spend
theirlives in what is called a secular occupation, which absorbs

the majorpart offtheirtime.3

Anotherdefinition oflaymen expresses the contrastin terms of

thepersons'employmentinside the church:

The term "laymen" is here used to distinguish the role of
the other churchmemberdrom the minister's role as aprofessional
one andnot toimplythat thereis anydistinction between them as
tobasicChristian vocation. ... Thepastoris the employedminister
offhe church.givinghisfulltimeto the church;whereas,thelayman
is a volunteer minister offesusChristdevotingapart ofiis timeto

the ministryoffhe churchinperformingdefinitelyassignedroles.4

Al biblicalprecedentfor these contrastshas been establishedby

another scholar, who declares,

In the Bible ho laos(the laity) is used oftheJewishpeople,
as distinguishedrom theirpriests andrulers.,.in Mt265, A cts 526
etc., andespeciallyas distinguishedrom the highpriest and the
priests in Heb 53, 75,727; so in the Old Testament,in Ex. 1924,
2 Ch2410. Similarlyho laos isfrequentlyusedin Greekliturgies
to denote the congregation as distinguishedfrom the officiating

priest.5
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