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Past,Present, and Futurefrom

The GreatControversyor The TriumphofGod'sLove—1

What'sAhead?—AForecast

Anew section ofa superhighwayopenednearFrank'shome. Hedecidedto travel this wide smoothroadway.

He was enjoyingthedrive when abrightyellow sign appearedoverheadreading,"EndofFreeway."

Suddenlythere was ahuge rumblingnoise andvibration asifsomegiantforce was shakingthe carlike a
baby's rattle. "Whatcouldhavehappened,'"thoughtFrank. Thenhe noticed wide gashesin the new roadway every

fewinches.

Whymar this new road?Drivers neededto realize the warningsign was for real. Dangerloomedahead. They

were atthe end ofthe road. They mustslowdown and exit now before it was toolate.

Howdidweget our spiritualguidebook,the Bible, whichtells whichwayto go andwarns us ofthe approach
ingend?How doesinspiration operate?Can we trusttheBible asittells us the confusion andtroubles oftoday are

saying.,"Wake up;it'shere; the endofour worldis athand"?

Let's findtheBible answer to thesequestions.

BIBLE INSIGHTS

This seminarfocuses onJesusin thepast,present, and future,drawingfrom theBible and historylessons to
guide us today. There are correlatedreadings fromThe GreatControversy whichmany claimis the mostthor

ough.inspiring, andyetclear explanation ofthepasthistory and future ofthe Christian era.

How We GotOurBible



HowInspiration Operates

Tobetter understandhow inspiration works,please read The GreatControversy,Introduction,pp. v-xiiivii
xiii). Boldpage numbers areforboththe Standard edition and the bottom centerednumbers in somepaperbacks.

BibleReferencelLibrary editionpage numbers arein parentheses.

YouCan Trustthe Bible

A Bifocall _ookInto theFuture

Please readMatthew24:1-51. Verses4-20applytoJerusalem'sdestruction andthe world's end. Verses21-26
mainlydescribe events fromJerusalem's destruction to the end. Verses27-51describe event? beforeChrist's

return.how He comes, andrewards.



PERSPECTIVES

Josephus. the first-centuryJewishhistorian, quotesTitus. Jerusalem's Roman conqueror: "God - . . brought
down theJewsfrom these strong-holds:;for whatpowerhavehumanhands or engines againstthese towers."—War,

vi. 9. 1; citedin Seventh-dayAdventistBibleStudents'SourceBook,p. 539.

ENRICHMENT READING

To learn more aboutJesusin the past, present, and future, read these Biblepassages and the parallelcommentsin The Great

Controversy.

. Revelation2:1-7—The Ephesus ChurchPeriod A .IDD. 30-100)asGodseesit.

. Revelation 6:1.2—TheFirstSeal A .ID. 30-100)—a secular view ofreligious history.

. Revelation 6:3.,4—TheSecond Seal A.ID. 100-313)—a secular view ofreligioushistory.
. TheGreatControversy, chapters 1,2, pp. 17-481-28).

Boldpage numbers are forboth the Standardedition and thebottom centered numbers in some paperbacks.Bible

ReferenceLibrary editionpage numbers arein parentheses.

THINK I'TT" THROUGH

AftertheENRICHMENTREADINGIin the Bible and The GreatControversy, answeringthesequestions will
enhanceyour understandingofthis topic. Boldpage numbers areforboththe Standardedition andthebottom

centerednumbersin somepaperbacks. BibleReferenceL ibrary pages arein parentheses.



"TheDestruction ofJerusalem'"—"TheLove andLong-suffering ofChrist"—A.D. 70.
TheGreatControversy, Chapter 1.pp. 17-381-20)

INTERESTING COLLATERAIL READING

To learn how historyfulfills these Bibleprophecies read:

- ForRevelation2:1-7—GodCares,Vol.2, pp.89-100,120,121,141-144.DaniclandtheRevelation, pp.361-368.
. ForRevelation 6:1.,2

GodCares,Vol.2, pp. 174-178,210-212. Danielandthe Revelation, pp.425.,426.

. ForRevelation 6:3, A—GodCares.Vol. 2, pp. 179-187.DanieclandtheRevelation, pp. 426-428.

ForYourInformation
Thisis number one ofiwenty-six study guidesProfiles offesus, Past, Present, and Futurdrom TheGreatControversy avail
ablefrom yourgroupinstructor, or theGeneral Conference MinisterialAssociation, 12501 OldColumbiaPike, SilverSprings,

MD20904-6600. Phon&€301)680-6500. For a sample study guide contactDiscoverHis Word, phon€530)676-2251.

POJ-GC 1. Copyright © 1985 The Spoken Word. Copyright © 1998 Ansel L. Bristol, author. Copyright © 1999 General

ConferenceMinisterial Association. Distributor: the copyrightholder,phon€301)680-6500.



Past,Present, and Future from

The GreatControversyor TheTriumphofGod'sLove—2

Darkness and Torches

As nightcame to SanDiego,California,.Diana andCodydecidedtodrive to a friend'shouse on ahillbythe

bay.

Diana suggestedtheytrya shorter way. A few turns later, they were on topofahill overlookingthebay.but

thedesiredstreetwas no wherein sight.

"Turnlefthere," suggested Diana. ""now make aright there, and our streetisjust over there a couple of

blocks."

Goingup, over, andaroundthe hill severaltimes and comingto the same spot,Codysaid,"Let'slookatthe

map."

They werein therightgeneralarecabuton the wronghill. Locatingthemselves on the map, they plannedhow

to get to the friend'shouse. In aa few minutes theyfoundit.

Diana andCody were sure they wererightfollowingwhat seemedcorrect. Buthow farthey wandered from

theirgoalbecause theydidnot consultthe map!

EarlyChristianpersecutionsdid notdestroythe church. So Satan got mostChristians to forsake God's map,the

Bible, and do what seemedright withdisastrous results!

BIBLE INSIGHTS

TheOrigin ofSufferingandPersecution



PERSPECTIVES

Rome'sburningin A.D. 64 necessitateda scapegoat.Neroblamedthe Christians and"pulled... awayfrom

... toleration. Peter and Paulno doubtmetdeathatthat time."—AShort ofChristianity,p. 58.

PoliticalandReligious Situation ofRome
- A.D.410: Rome sackedbyAlaric andtheVisigoths.

- A D.455: Rome sackedbytheVandals.
- A.D.590-604: Pope Gregoryl controlled,insistingEurope's clergy andall easternbishopsbe subject to

him.

TheGreatControversypp. 54.55,60[33,34.39])says theBishop ofRome's accession ofpowerbegins the
DarkAges. From the eighth to the thirteenthcenturies.kings andemperorsbowedtohisdecrees;theBible was

almostunknown. Europe madelittle advancementin learningor civilization.

ENRICHMENT READING

To learn more aboutJesus'past, present, and future readthese Bible passages and TheGreatControversyparallel comments.
= Revelation2:12-17—ThePergamosChurchhistory period A . ID. 313-538)asGodsees it.
= Revelation2:18-29—ThyatiraChurch history period A.D. 528-1798)as Godsees it.

= Revelation6:5,6—TheThird Seal A .ID.313-538)—a secular view ofreligioushistory.

. Revelation 6:7,8—TheFourthSeal A.ID. 538-1517)—a secular view ofreligioushistory.

. Revelation 8:6-13—Trumpets 1 to<KA . ID.395-491)— miilitaryhistory, the fallofWestern Rome.
. Revelation 13:1-10; 12: @A . ID. 538-1798)—God's picture ofRoman oppression.

- Revelation 12:1-17—Religiousintolerance.

- The GreatControversy,Chapter2, pp.39-4821-28),Chapter3, pp. 49-6Q29-40),Chapter4.,pp.61-7841-56).
Boldpage numbers are forboththe Standardedition and thebottom centerednumbersin somepaperbacks. Bible

ReferenceLibraryeditionpage numbers arein parentheses.

THINK I'T THROUGH

AftertheENRICHMENTREADING in theBible and TheGreatControversy, answeringthesequestions will
enhanceyour understandingo fthis topic. Boldpage numbers are forboththe Standardedition and thebottom

centerednumbersin some paperbacks.BibleReferencelLibrary editionpage numbers are in parentheses.

"Persecutionin theFirstCenturies'— " TheFirstChristians— L oyaland True"—A .D.

60-300. TheGreatControversy,Chapter2,pp.39-4821-28)



"AnEra ofSpiritualDarkness'"—'"RejectingGod's Word"—A .ID.300-1233. The Great
Controversy, chapter3.,pp.49-6029-40)

"TheWaldenses"—"Defendingthe Faithin theMountains"—A . ID.538-1300. TheGreat

Controversy, chapter4.,pp.61-7841-56)



INTERESTING COLILATERAL READING

To learn how historyfulfills these Bible prophecies read:

= ForRevelation2:12-17—GodCares,Vol.2, pp. 103-106,141-144. Danieclandthe Revelation, pp.372-376.
. ForRevelation2:18-29—GodCares,Vol.2, pp. 106-109,141-144 . Danieclandthe Revelation,pp.376-381.
. ForRevelation6:5,6—GodCares,Vol.2, pp. 179-187,210-212.Daniclandthe Revelation,pp.428-431.

. ForRevelation6:7,8—GodCares,Vol.2, pp. 179-187,210-212.Daniclandthe Revelation,pp.431.,432.

. ForRevelation 8:6-13—GodCares,Vol.2, pp.223-242. DanieclandtheRevelation, pp 475-491.

GodCares,Vol.2, pp.309-324 . DanielandtheRevelation, > g>»9-559.

. ForRevelation 12:1-17

GodCares.Vol.2, pp.324-340. DanieclandtheRevelation, pp.561-571.

. ForRevelation 13:1-10

For YourInformation
Thisis number two o fiwenty-six study guidesProfiles o ffesus, Past, Present, andFuturdrom TheGreatControversy avail
abldrom your groupinstructor, or theGeneralConferenceMinisterialAssociation, 12501 OldColumbiaPike,SilverSprings,

MD20904-6600. Phon&€301)680-6500. For a sample studyguide contactDiscoverHis Word. Phon€530)676-2251.

POJ-GC 2. Copyright © 1985 The Spoken Word. Copyright © 1998 Ansel L. Bristol, author. Copyright © 1999 General

ConferenceMinisterial Association. Distributor: the copyrightholder,phon€301)680-6500.
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The Way to Heaven

Thirty stories above a street in New York City ironworkers toiled, constructing a new office building.

One of these workers slipped and desperately grabbed for something to keep from falling. But the worker

missed and plummeted toward the street.

At the street level, directly below the falling worker, an electrician was installing cable for this new building.

Tere was a sickening thud as the falling body landed on the electrician.

Rescuers were amazed to find the fllen ironworker alive, but the street-level electician was dead. He had bro

ken the fall ofthe ironworker, but in so doing had died.

Once a man and a woman fell from a sinless existnce in a perfect world into the darkness of sin. Jesus spared

their lives by giving His life on the cross to save them and us.

Which is our way to escape etrnal death and go to heaven—acts of penance, surrnder ofallegiance to a

church, or faith in Christ? Let's find God's ans wers in our Bibles.

BIBLE INSIGHTS

How to Getto Heaven

Goddiagnoses ourdisease as sinfulness. His remedyis the savingpower ofChrist whichwe must accept.This
is the waytoheaven—mnotpenance,prayers, or goodworks. Thepower andguidance ofthe HolySpiritbridges

the gulfbetween knowingthe gospelandlivingit.



TheNew Testamentreveals apattern ofreceivingthe Spiritlikehumans fallingin love. Lovedevelopsby
mutualattractiogl_uke 19:10).drawingnearegJames 4:8), self-surrendegA cts2:1), andtrust causingcontin

uedadjustmentActs 15:28).

"When theSpiritofGodtakespossession oftheheart,ittransforms thelife. Sinfulthoughts areput away, evil
deeds are renounced;love.humility, andpeace take theplace ofanger, envy, andstrife. Joytakes theplace ofsad

ness, andthe countenance reflects the lightofheaven." —TheDesirc ofAges,p. 178137, 138).

PERSPECTIVES

"Three mighty currents were runningthroughthelife ofPrague. Thefirst, a moralmovement.,involvedthe
moral improvementandefficiency ofthe clergy;the second, a movementofdoctrinalreform, centeringin the
views ofWycliffe;the third, apatriotic movement.... In allthree... Huss was the acknowledgedleader."—John

Huss,HisLife, Teaching, andDeath, p. 58.

""Itisdoubtful,ifwe exceptthe sufferings anddeathofJesusChrist, whether theforwardmovement ofreli
gious enlightenment and humanfreedomhavebeen advancedas much bythe sufferings anddeathofany single

man asbythedeathofHuss."—David S. Schaff.JohnHuss,HisLife, Teachings, andDeath,p. 2.

OfJerome.,PoggioBracciolini,papalrepresentative at the Council ofConstance said," Thusperisheda man
eminentbeyond belief.... Socratesdid notdrinkpoison as willingly as this man submittedto theflames."—Will S._

Monroe,Bohemia andthe Czecks. pp. 227-229

ENRICHMENT READING

To learn more aboutJesus in thepast, present, and future, read theseBible passages and theparallel commentsin TheGreat
Controversy.

= Revelation2:18-29—TheThyatiraChurchhistory period A .ID. 538-1798)as Godsees it.

. Revelation 6:7.8—TheFourthSea{ A .ID>.538-1517)—a secular view ofreligious history.
. Revelation9:1-11—TheFifth TrumpetA.D. July27, 1299-July27, 1449)—MilitaryhistoryfocusedonEastern
Rome:the rise andprogress oftheArabs.

. Revelation9:13-21—TheSixth TrumpetA . D. July28, 1449-August 11, 1840)—Militaryhistoryfocusedon Eastern

Rome:thedecline oftheOttoman Empire.

- Revelation 13:1-10;12:6 God'spicture of Roman oppressioif A . ID. 538-1798)
- Revelation 12:1-17—Religiousintolerance exposed.
. The GreatControversy, chapters 5,6, pp. 79-11957-92). Boldpage numbers areforboththe Standardedition and

thebottom centerednumbersin somepaperbacks. BibleReferenceLibrary editionpage numbers areinparentheses.



THINK I'TT THROUGH

After the ENRICHMENTREADINGiIn the Bible and TheGreatControversy, answeringthesequestions will
enhance your understanding ofthis topic. Boldpage numbers are forboththe Standardedition and thebottom

centerednumbersin somepaperbacks. BibleReference Library editionpage numbers arein parentheses.

"John Wyrcliffe"—"TheLightBreaksin England"—A.D. 1300-1418. TheGreat
Controversy, chapterS,pp. 79-9&457-71)

"Huss andJerome"—TwoHeroesFaceDeath—A . ID. 1300-1600. The GreatControversy,
Chapter6,pp.97-11X72-92)



INTERESTING COLILATERAL READING

To learnhow historyfulfills theseBibleprophecies read:

ForRevelation2:18-29—GodCares,Vol.2, pp. 122-126,141-144 . DanieclandtheRevelation, pp.376-381.
ForRevelation6:7,8—GodCares,Vol.2, pp. 180-187,141-144 . DaniclandtheRevelation,pp.431-432.
ForRevelation9:1-11—GodCares,Vol.2, pp.242-250262-265.Daniclandthe Revelation, pp.493-505.

ForRevelation9:13-21 GodCares,Vol.2, pp.251-265. DanielandtheRevelation, pp.505-517.

ForRevelation 12:1-17

GodCares.Vol.2, pp.309-314,319-324. . Danielandthe Revelation, pp.549-559.

ForRevelation 13:1-10; 12:6—GodCares.,Vol. 2, pp.324-330.DanielandtheRevelation,.pp.561-571.

ForYourInformation

Thisis number three ofiwenty-six study guidesProfiles ofJesus, Past, Present, and Futurerom The GreatControversy avail

ablefrom your groupinstructor, or the General Conference Ministerial Association, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, SilverSprings,

MDD 20904-6600. Phon€301)680-6500. For a sample studyguide contactDiscoverHis Word. Phon€530)676-2251.

POJ-GC 3. Copyright © 1985 The Spoken Word. Copyright © 1998 Ansel L. Bristol, author. Copyright © 1999 General

Conference Ministerial Association. Distributor: the copyrightholder, phon€301)680-6500.



Past,Present, andFuture from
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ByFaithAlone

An easternUnited Statesprinterputsits impressive trademark. a circle withthe company's name andthe words
"Ineverdisappoint,” on everyjobpackage. How similar to the trademarkGodplaces on every promiseinHis

Word!
Noticehow God's promise to neverleave or forsake His followers was fulfilledto the reformer,MartinLuther.

The nightbeforeLuther was topresenthisfinalanswer to the EmperorCharlesV andthe assembledprinces of
Germanyatthe DietofWorms._hebecamediscouraged. "For a timehisheartsank. . . . His faithfaltered:fearful
ness and tremblingcame uponhim, andhorror overwhelmedhim.... It was notthe fear ofpersonalsuffering, a
dreadoftorture ordeath..._ ,that overwhelmedhim withits terror. Hehad come to the crisis, and hefelthis
insufficiencyto meetit.._ .. Inhis utterhelplessnesshis faithfasteneduponChrist.... He was strengthenedwith
the assurance thathe wouldnotappear alonebefore the council."—The GreatControversy,pp.- 156.,157125.,

126).

Goddidnotdisappointhisfaithfulwitness, andHe will notdisappointusifweplace ourfaithin Christandby

faith follow only what the Bible teaches. Let's noticehow these were the keysin thelife ofLuther.

BIBLE INSIGHTS

Therels Hope
We are sinners because wehavedone many wrongthings. But thereishope, our unjustacts canbgjustified,

and we canbe freefrom the guilt these evilactsbring.



PERSPECTIVES

"By postinghis ninety-five theses againstindulgences on the Wittenbergchurchdoor,he[Luther]madechis
rupture withthe papacyinevitable, and his determination to answerthe summons to appear attheDiet ofWorms
todefend his positionbefore the emperor madehim a national hero. His translation ofthe Bibleinto theGerman
language rankshim amongthe masters ofGermanprose. Thedoctrine offustification by faith, madepopularby

him.becamethe battle cry oftheReformation."—Heroes o ffhe Reformation,p.297.

ENRICHMENT READING

To learn more aboutJesusin thepast, present, and future, read these Bible pas

sages andtheparallel comments in The Great

Controversy.

~Revelation 2:18-29—TheThyatiraChurchhistory period A . ID. 538-1798)as Godseesit.

- Revelation 6:7,8—TheFourth Seal A . ID. 538-1517)—a secular view ofreligious history.
. Revelation9:1-11—TheFifth Trumpe(A . D. July27,1299-July27, 1449)—Milhitaryhistoryfocusedon Eastern
Rome; therise andprogress ofthe Arabs.
. Revelation9:13-21—The SixthTrumpetA . D.July28,1449-August 11, 1840)—Militaryhistoryfocusedon
EasternRome; thedecline oftheOttoman Empire.
= TheGreatControversy, chapters 7,8, pp. 120-17093-138). Boldpage numbers areforboth the Standardedition

andthebottom centered numbersin somepaperbacks. Bible ReferenceLibrary editionpage numbers arein parenthe

ses.

THINK I'T THROUGH

Afterthe ENRICHMENTREADINGiIin theBible and TheGreatControversy, answeringthese questions will
enhanceyour understandingofthis topic. Boldpage numbers are forboththe Standardedition and thebottom

centerednumbersin somepaperbacks. BibleReferencel ibraryeditionpage numbers are in parentheses.



"Luther's SeparationFrom Rome"—"AManforHis Time"—A.D. 1483-1521. The Great
Controversy,Chapter7, pp. 120-14493-114)



"LutherBeforetheDiet"—" A Champion ofTruth"—A .D. 1521. TheGreatControversy,
Chapter8,pp. 145-170115-138)

INTERESTING COLLATERAIL READING

To learn how historyfulfills these Bible prophecies read:
. ForRevelation2:18-29—GodCares,Vol.2, pp. 122-126,141-144 . Danieclandthe Revelation, pp.376-381.
- ForRevelation 6:7,8—GodCares,Vol.2, pp. 180-187,141-144 . Daniclandthe Revelation, pp.431-432.

= ForRevelation9:13-21

GodCares,Vol.2, pp.251-265.DanielandtheRevelation, pp.505-517.

POJ-GC 4. Copyright © 1985 The Spoken Word. Copyright © 1998 Ansel L. Bristol, author. Copyright © 1999 General

Conference Ministerial Association. Distributor: the copyrightholder,phon€301)680-6500.
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W hatA Difference

Agroupofvisitors andtheirguide weredeepinside a cave when allthelights wentout. Theblackness was so

intenseit seemeditcouldbe felt.
Each ofthe nearlyfiftypeoplein the groupfeltisolatedandalone because ofthe overpoweringdarkness.

Theguide strucka smallcardboardmatch, and instantlyyou couldsee the walls ofthe cavern.the large open

area where they stood, andthe faces ofthe group.

"Allthis."you say,'"from one smallmatch?" Yes,because ofthe greatblackness. Thatsmalllightwas the

source ofcomfort.hope., andguidance.

Duringtheintense spiritualdarkness ofthe "DarkA ges,"people seemedalmostalone andhopeless.Many
couldnotconscientiouslyfollow thedictates ofthe establishedchurchrulingthroughthe civilpower. When the

Bible wasgiven to thepeoplein theirlanguage,itbecame thelightthatbrought comfort.hope andguidance.

Let'slookat the Bible, the Christian, andthe state and seehow this Bookinfluenced Germany whenit was

made availablein thelanguage ofthepeople abouttheyear 1521.

BIBLE INSIGHTS

TheBible,the Christian, andthe State

Because ofhisbeliefs.Luther cameinto conflict withthe state. TheBible teacheshow thisproblem shouldbe

solved.



PERSPECTIVES

"AfterAugsburg. . . Lutheranismdevelopeda culturalstrengthin the universities andin the widespreadedu
cationalsystem beingdevelopedunderits auspices. Luther wenton withhis task ofsupervision, preaching, and
writing:hediedin 1546, toweringabove allthe other earlyProtestants except, perhaps. John Calvin."—A Short

History ofChristianity, p. 244.

ENRICHMENT READING

To learn more aboutJesusin thepast, present, and future, readthese Biblepassages andtheparallel commentsin The Great

Controversy.

= Revelation2:18-29—TheThyatiraChurch history period A .ID. 538-1798)asGodsees it.

= Revelation6:9-11—TheFifth SealA . ID. 1517-1755)—a secular view ofreligioushistory.

- Revelation 12:1-17—Religiousintolerance exposed.
- Revelation 13:1-10and Revelation 12:6—God'spicture ofRoman oppressiogA . ID. 538-1798).
- TheGreatControversy, chapters 10,11,pp. 185-210151-174). Boldpage numbers areforboththe Standard edition

andthebottom centerednumbersin somepaperbacks. BibleReferenceLibraryeditionpage numbers areinparenthe

ses.

THINK I'T TRHROUGH

AftertheENRICHMENTREADING intheBible and The GreatControversy, answeringthese questions will
enhance your understanding o fthis topic. Boldpage numbers are forboththe Standardedition and thebottom

centerednumbersin somepaperbacks.BibleReferenceLibraryeditionpage numbers arecin parentheses.





