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Past, Present, and Future from

The Great Controversy or The Triumph of God's Love—1

What's Ahead?—A Forecast

A new section of a super highway opened near Frank's home. He decided to travel this wide smooth roadway.

He was enjoying the drive when a bright yellow sign appeared overhead reading, "End of Freeway."

Suddenly there was a huge rumbling noise and vibration as if some giant force was shaking the car like a

baby's rattle. "What could have happened," thought Frank. Then he noticed wide gashes in the new roadway every

few inches.

Why mar this new road? Drivers needed to realize the warning sign was for real. Danger loomed ahead. They

were at the end of the road. They must slow down and exit now before it was too late.

How did we get our spiritual guidebook, the Bible, which tells which way to go and warns us of the approach-

ing end? How does inspiration operate? Can we trust the Bible as it tells us the confusion and troubles of today are

saying, "Wake up; it's here; the end of our world is at hand"?

Let's find the Bible answer to these questions.

BIBLE INSIGHTS

This seminar focuses on Jesus in the past, present, and future, drawing from the Bible and history lessons to

guide us today. There are correlated readings from The Great Controversy which many claim is the most thor-

ough, inspiring, and yet clear explanation of the past history and future of the Christian era.

How We Got Our Bible



How Inspiration Operates
To better understand how inspiration works, please read The Great Controversy, Introduction, pp. v-xiii (vii-

xiii). Bold page numbers are for both the Standard edition and the bottom centered numbers in some paperbacks.

Bible Reference Library edition page numbers are in parentheses.

You Can Trust the Bible

A Bifocal Look Into the Future
Please read Matthew 24:1-51. Verses 4-20 apply to Jerusalem's destruction and the world's end. Verses 21-26

mainly describe events from Jerusalem's destruction to the end. Verses 27-51 describe event? before Christ's

return, how He comes, and rewards.



PERSPECTIVES

Josephus, the first-century Jewish historian, quotes Titus, Jerusalem's Roman conqueror: "God ... brought

down the Jews from these strong-holds; for what power have human hands or engines against these towers."—War,

vi. 9. 1; cited in Seventh-day Adventist Bible Students' Source Book, p. 539.

ENRICHMENT READING

To learn more about Jesus in the past, present, and future, read these Bible passages and the parallel comments in The Great

Controversy.

• Revelation 2:1-7—The Ephesus Church Period (A.D. 30-100) as God sees it.

• Revelation 6:1, 2—The First Seal (A.D. 30-100)—a secular view of religious history.

• Revelation 6:3, 4—The Second Seal (A.D. 100-313)—a secular view of religious history.

• The Great Controversy, chapters 1, 2, pp. 17-48 (1-28).

Bold page numbers are for both the Standard edition and the bottom centered numbers in some paperbacks. Bible

Reference Library edition page numbers are in parentheses.

THINK IT THROUGH

After the ENRICHMENT READING in the Bible and The Great Controversy, answering these questions will

enhance your understanding of this topic. Bold page numbers are for both the Standard edition and the bottom

centered numbers in some paperbacks. Bible Reference Library pages are in parentheses.



"The Destruction of Jerusalem"—"The Love and Long-suffering of Christ"—A.D. 70.

The Great Controversy, Chapter 1, pp. 17-38 (1-20)

INTERESTING COLLATERAL READING

To learn how history fulfills these Bible prophecies read:

• For Revelation 2:1-7—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 89-100, 120, 121, 141-144. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 361-368.

• For Revelation 6:1, 2—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 174-178, 210-212. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 425, 426.

• For Revelation 6:3, A—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 179-187. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 426-428.

For Your Information

This is number one of twenty-six study guides Profiles of Jesus, Past, Present, and Future from The Great Controversy avail-

able from your group instructor, or the General Conference Ministerial Association, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Springs,

MD 20904-6600. Phone (301) 680-6500. For a sample study guide contact Discover His Word, phone (530) 676-2251.

POJ-GC 1. Copyright © 1985 The Spoken Word. Copyright © 1998 Ansel L. Bristol, author. Copyright © 1999 General

Conference Ministerial Association. Distributor: the copyright holder, phone (301) 680-6500.



Past, Present, and Future from

The Great Controversy or The Triumph of God's Love—2

Darkness and Torches
As night came to San Diego, California, Diana and Cody decided to drive to a friend's house on a hill by the

bay.

Diana suggested they try a shorter way. A few turns later, they were on top of a hill overlooking the bay, but

the desired street was no where in sight.

"Turn left here," suggested Diana, "now make a right there, and our street is just over there a couple of

blocks."

Going up, over, and around the hill several times and coming to the same spot, Cody said, "Let's look at the

map."

They were in the right general area but on the wrong hill. Locating themselves on the map, they planned how

to get to the friend's house. In a few minutes they found it.

Diana and Cody were sure they were right following what seemed correct. But how far they wandered from

their goal because they did not consult the map!

Early Christian persecutions did not destroy the church. So Satan got most Christians to forsake God's map, the

Bible, and do what seemed right with disastrous results!

BIBLE INSIGHTS

The Origin of Suffering and Persecution



PERSPECTIVES

Rome's burning in A.D. 64 necessitated a scapegoat. Nero blamed the Christians and "pulled ... away from

... toleration. Peter and Paul no doubt met death at that time."—A Short of Christianity, p. 58.

Political and Religious Situation of Rome
• A.D. 410: Rome sacked by Alaric and the Visigoths.

• A.D. 455: Rome sacked by the Vandals.

• A.D. 590-604: Pope Gregory I controlled, insisting Europe's clergy and all eastern bishops be subject to

him.

The Great Controversy (pp. 54, 55, 60 [33, 34, 39]) says the Bishop of Rome's accession of power begins the

Dark Ages. From the eighth to the thirteenth centuries, kings and emperors bowed to his decrees; the Bible was

almost unknown. Europe made little advancement in learning or civilization.

ENRICHMENT READING

To learn more about Jesus' past, present, and future read these Bible passages and The Great Controversy parallel comments.

• Revelation 2:12-17—The Pergamos Church history period (A.D. 313-538) as God sees it.

• Revelation 2:18-29—Thyatira Church history period (A.D. 528-1798) as God sees it.

• Revelation 6:5, 6—The Third Seal (A.D. 313-538)—a secular view of religious history.

• Revelation 6:7, 8—The Fourth Seal (A.D. 538-1517)—a secular view of religious history.

• Revelation 8:6-13—Trumpets 1 to 4 (A.D. 395-491)— military history, the fall of Western Rome.

• Revelation 13:1-10; 12:6 (A.D. 538-1798)—God's picture of Roman oppression.

• Revelation 12:1-17—Religious intolerance.

• The Great Controversy, Chapter 2, pp. 39-48 (21-28), Chapter 3, pp. 49-60 (29-40), Chapter 4, pp. 61-78 (41-56).

Bold page numbers are for both the Standard edition and the bottom centered numbers in some paperbacks. Bible

Reference Library edition page numbers are in parentheses.

THINK IT THROUGH

After the ENRICHMENT READING in the Bible and The Great Controversy, answering these questions will

enhance your understanding of this topic. Bold page numbers are for both the Standard edition and the bottom

centered numbers in some paperbacks. Bible Reference Library edition page numbers are in parentheses.

"Persecution in the First Centuries"—"The First Christians—Loyal and True"—A.D.

60-300. The Great Controversy, Chapter 2, pp. 39-48 (21-28)



"An Era of Spiritual Darkness"—"Rejecting God's Word"—A.D. 300-1233. The Great

Controversy, chapter 3, pp. 49-60 (29-40)

"The Waldenses"—"Defending the Faith in the Mountains"—A.D. 538-1300. The Great

Controversy, chapter 4, pp. 61-78 (41-56)



INTERESTING COLLATERAL READING

To learn how history fulfills these Bible prophecies read:

• For Revelation 2:12-17—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 103-106, 141-144. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 372-376.

• For Revelation 2:18-29—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 106-109, 141-144. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 376-381.

• For Revelation 6:5, 6—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 179-187, 210-212. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 428-431.

• For Revelation 6:7, 8—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 179-187, 210-212. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 431, 432.

• For Revelation 8:6-13—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 223-242. Daniel and the Revelation, pp 475-491.

• For Revelation 12:1-17—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 309-324. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 549-559.

• For Revelation 13:1-10—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 324-340. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 561-571.

For Your Information

This is number two of twenty-six study guides Profiles of Jesus, Past, Present, and Future from The Great Controversy avail-

able from your group instructor, or the General Conference Ministerial Association, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Springs,

MD 20904-6600. Phone (301) 680-6500. For a sample study guide contact Discover His Word. Phone (530) 676-2251.

POJ-GC 2. Copyright © 1985 The Spoken Word. Copyright © 1998 Ansel L. Bristol, author. Copyright © 1999 General

Conference Ministerial Association. Distributor: the copyright holder, phone (301) 680-6500.



Past, Pesent, and Future from

The Great Controversy or The Tiumph of God's Love—3

The Way to Heaven
Thirty stories above a street in New York City ironworkers toiled, constructing a new office building.

One of these workers slipped and desperately grabbed for something to keep from falling. But the worker

missed and plummeted toward the street.

At the street level, directly below the falling worker, an electrician was installing cable for this new building.

Tere was a sickening thud as the falling body landed on the electrician.

Rescuers were amazed to find the fllen ironworker alive, but the street-level electician was dead. He had bro-
ken the fall of the ironworker, but in so doing had died.

Once a man and a woman fell from a sinless existnce in a perfect world into the darkness of sin. Jesus spared

their lives by giving His life on the cross to save them and us.

Which is our way to escape etrnal death and go to heaven—acts of penance, surrnder of allegiance to a

church, or faith in Christ? Let's find God's ans wers in our Bibles.

BIBLE INSIGHTS

How to Get to Heaven

God diagnoses our disease as sinfulness. His remedy is the saving power of Christ which we must accept. This

is the way to heaven—not penance, prayers, or good works. The power and guidance of the Holy Spirit bridges

the gulf between knowing the gospel and living it.



The New Testament reveals a pattern of receiving the Spirit like humans falling in love. Love develops by

mutual attraction (Luke 19:10), drawing nearer (James 4:8), self-surrender (Acts 2:1), and trust causing contin-

ued adjustment (Acts 15:28).

"When the Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the life. Sinful thoughts are put away, evil

deeds are renounced; love, humility, and peace take the place of anger, envy, and strife. Joy takes the place of sad-

ness, and the countenance reflects the light of heaven." —The Desire of Ages, p. 173 (137, 138).

PERSPECTIVES

"Three mighty currents were running through the life of Prague. The first, a moral movement, involved the

moral improvement and efficiency of the clergy; the second, a movement of doctrinal reform, centering in the

views of Wycliffe; the third, a patriotic movement.... In all three... Huss was the acknowledged leader."—John

Huss, His Life, Teaching, and Death, p. 58.

"It is doubtful, if we except the sufferings and death of Jesus Christ, whether the forward movement of reli-

gious enlightenment and human freedom have been advanced as much by the sufferings and death of any single

man as by the death of Huss."—David S. Schaff, John Huss, His Life, Teachings, and Death, p. 2.

Of Jerome, Poggio Bracciolini, papal representative at the Council of Constance said, "Thus perished a man

eminent beyond belief.... Socrates did not drink poison as willingly as this man submitted to the flames."—Will S.

Monroe, Bohemia and the Czecks. pp. 227-229

ENRICHMENT READING

To learn more about Jesus in the past, present, and future, read these Bible passages and the parallel comments in The Great

Controversy.

• Revelation 2:18-29—The Thyatira Church history period (A.D. 538-1798) as God sees it.

• Revelation 6:7, 8—The Fourth Seal (A.D. 538-1517)—a secular view of religious history.

• Revelation 9:1-11—The Fifth Trumpet (A.D. July 27, 1299-July 27, 1449)—Military history focused on Eastern

Rome; the rise and progress of the Arabs.

• Revelation 9:13-21—The Sixth Trumpet (A.D. July 28, 1449-August 11, 1840)—Military history focused on Eastern

Rome; the decline of the Ottoman Empire.

• Revelation 13:1-10; 12:6—God's picture of Roman oppression (A.D. 538-1798)

• Revelation 12:1-17—Religious intolerance exposed.

• The Great Controversy, chapters 5, 6, pp. 79-119 (57-92). Bold page numbers are for both the Standard edition and

the bottom centered numbers in some paperbacks. Bible Reference Library edition page numbers are in parentheses.



THINK IT THROUGH

After the ENRICHMENT READING in the Bible and The Great Controversy, answering these questions will

enhance your understanding of this topic. Bold page numbers are for both the Standard edition and the bottom

centered numbers in some paperbacks. Bible Reference Library edition page numbers are in parentheses.

"John Wycliffe"—"The Light Breaks in England"—A.D. 1300-1418. The Great

Controversy, chapter 5, pp. 79-96 (57-71)

"Huss and Jerome"—Two Heroes Face Death—A. D. 1300-1600. The Great Controversy,

Chapter 6, pp. 97-119 (72-92)



INTERESTING COLLATERAL READING

To learn how history fulfills these Bible prophecies read:

• For Revelation 2:18-29—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 122-126, 141-144. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 376-381.

• For Revelation 6:7, 8—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 180-187, 141-144. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 431-432.

• For Revelation 9:1-11—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 242-250, 262-265. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 493-505.

• For Revelation 9:13-21—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 251-265. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 505-517.

• For Revelation 12:1-17—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 309-314, 319-324. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 549-559.

• For Revelation 13:1-10; 12:6—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 324-330. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 561-571.

For Your Information

This is number three of twenty-six study guides Profiles of Jesus, Past, Present, and Future from The Great Controversy avail-

able from your group instructor, or the General Conference Ministerial Association, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Springs,

MD 20904-6600. Phone (301) 680-6500. For a sample study guide contact Discover His Word. Phone (530) 676-2251.

POJ-GC 3. Copyright © 1985 The Spoken Word. Copyright © 1998 Ansel L. Bristol, author. Copyright © 1999 General

Conference Ministerial Association. Distributor: the copyright holder, phone (301) 680-6500.



Past, Present, and Future from

The Great Controversy or The triumph of God's Love—4

By Faith Alone
An eastern United States printer puts its impressive trademark, a circle with the company's name and the words

"I never disappoint," on every job package. How similar to the trademark God places on every promise in His

Word!

Notice how God's promise to never leave or forsake His followers was fulfilled to the reformer, Martin Luther.

The night before Luther was to present his final answer to the Emperor Charles V and the assembled princes of

Germany at the Diet of Worms, he became discouraged. "For a time his heart sank. . . . His faith faltered; fearful-

ness and trembling came upon him, and horror overwhelmed him.... It was not the fear of personal suffering, a

dread of torture or death...., that overwhelmed him with its terror. He had come to the crisis, and he felt his

insufficiency to meet it.... In his utter helplessness his faith fastened upon Christ.... He was strengthened with

the assurance that he would not appear alone before the council."—The Great Controversy, pp. 156, 157 (125,

126).

God did not disappoint his faithful witness, and He will not disappoint us if we place our faith in Christ and by

faith follow only what the Bible teaches. Let's notice how these were the keys in the life of Luther.

BIBLE INSIGHTS

There Is Hope
We are sinners because we have done many wrong things. But there is hope, our unjust acts can be justified,

and we can be free from the guilt these evil acts bring.



PERSPECTIVES

"By posting his ninety-five theses against indulgences on the Wittenberg church door, he [Luther] made his

rupture with the papacy inevitable, and his determination to answer the summons to appear at the Diet of Worms

to defend his position before the emperor made him a national hero. His translation of the Bible into the German

language ranks him among the masters of German prose. The doctrine of justification by faith, made popular by

him, became the battle cry of the Reformation."—Heroes of the Reformation, p. 297.

ENRICHMENT READING

To learn more about Jesus in the past, present, and future, read these Bible passages and the parallel comments in The Great

Controversy.

•Revelation 2:18-29—The Thyatira Church history period (A.D. 538-1798) as God sees it.

• Revelation 6:7, 8—The Fourth Seal (A.D. 538-1517)—a secular view of religious history.

• Revelation 9:1-11—The Fifth Trumpet (A.D. July 27,1299-July 27, 1449)—Milhitary history focused on Eastern

Rome; the rise and progress of the Arabs.

• Revelation 9:13-21—The Sixth Trumpet (A. D. July 28, 1449-August 11, 1840)—Military history focused on

Eastern Rome; the decline of the Ottoman Empire.

• The Great Controversy, chapters 7, 8, pp. 120-170 (93-138). Bold page numbers are for both the Standard edition

and the bottom centered numbers in some paperbacks. Bible Reference Library edition page numbers are in parenthe-

ses.

THINK IT THROUGH

After the ENRICHMENT READING in the Bible and The Great Controversy, answering these questions will

enhance your understanding of this topic. Bold page numbers are for both the Standard edition and the bottom

centered numbers in some paperbacks. Bible Reference Library edition page numbers are in parentheses.



"Luther's Separation From Rome"—"A Man for His Time"—A.D. 1483-1521. The Great

Controversy, Chapter 7, pp. 120-144 (93-114)



"Luther Before the Diet"—"A Champion of Truth"—A.D. 1521. The Great Controversy,

Chapter 8, pp. 145-170 (115-138)

INTERESTING COLLATERAL READING

To learn how history fulfills these Bible prophecies read:

• For Revelation 2:18-29—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 122-126, 141-144. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 376-381.

• For Revelation 6:7, 8—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 180-187, 141-144. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 431-432.

• For Revelation 9:13-21—God Cares, Vol. 2, pp. 251-265. Daniel and the Revelation, pp. 505-517.

POJ-GC 4. Copyright © 1985 The Spoken Word. Copyright © 1998 Ansel L. Bristol, author. Copyright © 1999 General

Conference Ministerial Association. Distributor: the copyright holder, phone (301) 680-6500.



Past, Present, and Future from

The Great Controversy or The Triumph of God's Love—5

What A Difference
A group of visitors and their guide were deep inside a cave when all the lights went out. The blackness was so

intense it seemed it could be felt.

Each of the nearly fifty people in the group felt isolated and alone because of the overpowering darkness.

The guide struck a small cardboard match, and instantly you could see the walls of the cavern, the large open

area where they stood, and the faces of the group.

"All this," you say, "from one small match?" Yes, because of the great blackness. That small light was the

source of comfort, hope, and guidance.

During the intense spiritual darkness of the "Dark Ages," people seemed almost alone and hopeless. Many

could not conscientiously follow the dictates of the established church ruling through the civil power. When the

Bible was given to the people in their language, it became the light that brought comfort, hope and guidance.

Let's look at the Bible, the Christian, and the state and see how this Book influenced Germany when it was

made available in the language of the people about the year 1521.

BIBLE INSIGHTS

The Bible, the Christian, and the State
Because of his beliefs, Luther came into conflict with the state. The Bible teaches how this problem should be

solved.



PERSPECTIVES

"After Augsburg . . . Lutheranism developed a cultural strength in the universities and in the widespread edu-

cational system being developed under its auspices. Luther went on with his task of supervision, preaching, and

writing; he died in 1546, towering above all the other early Protestants except, perhaps, John Calvin."—A Short

History of Christianity, p. 244.

ENRICHMENT READING

To learn more about Jesus in the past, present, and future, read these Bible passages and the parallel comments in The Great

Controversy.

• Revelation 2:18-29—The Thyatira Church history period (A.D. 538-1798) as God sees it.

• Revelation 6:9-11—The Fifth Seal (A.D. 1517-1755)—a secular view of religious history.

• Revelation 12:1-17—Religious intolerance exposed.

• Revelation 13:1-10 and Revelation 12:6—God's picture of Roman oppression (A.D. 538-1798).

• The Great Controversy, chapters 10, 11, pp. 185-210 (151-174). Bold page numbers are for both the Standard edition

and the bottom centered numbers in some paperbacks. Bible Reference Library edition page numbers are in parenthe-

ses.

THINK IT TRHROUGH

After the ENRICHMENT READING in the Bible and The Great Controversy, answering these questions will

enhance your understanding of this topic. Bold page numbers are for both the Standard edition and the bottom

centered numbers in some paperbacks. Bible Reference Library edition page numbers are in parentheses.




