Sensing God’s Presence in Your Life *

When Adam came from the Creator’s hand, he bore, in his physical, mental, and spiritual nature,
a likeness to his Maker. “God created man in His own image” (Genesis 1:27), and it was His purpose that
the longer man lived the more fully he should reveal this image—the more fully reflect the glory of the
Creator. All his faculties were capable of development; their capacity and vigor were continually to
increase. Vast was the scope offered for their exercise, glorious the field opened to their research. The
mysteries of the visible universe—the “wondrous works of Him which is perfect in knowledge” (Job
37:16)—invited man’s study. Face-to-face, heart-to-heart communion with his Maker was his high
privilege. Had he remained loyal to God, all this would have been his forever. Throughout eternal ages he
would have continued to gain new treasures of knowledge, to discover fresh springs of happiness, and to
obtain clearer and yet clearer conceptions of the wisdom, the power, and the love of God. More and more
fully would he have fulfilled the object of his creation, more and more fully have reflected the Creator’s

glory.

—Education, p. 15
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Man’s Need of God’s Presence

And even greater is the power of the Bible in the development of the spiritual nature. Man,
created for fellowship with God, can only in such fellowship find his real life and development. Created
to find in God his highest joy, he can find in nothing else that which can quiet the cravings of the heart,
can satisfy the hunger and thirst of the soul. He who with sincere and teachable spirit studies God’s word,
seeking to comprehend its truths, will be brought in touch with its Author; and, except by his own choice,
there is no limit to the possibilities of his development.

—Education, p. 124

We cannot present any correct representation in words of God’s glory and majesty. It is beyond
expression. But we can enjoy the contemplation of God, and the sense of His presence. We can know of
Him all that human beings can bear. We can talk with Him in prayer. At times, when our faith goes out to
Him completely, we converse with Him, and by faith endure the seeing of the Invisible. Faith reveals Him
and we contemplate all that we can endure. When in times of trouble and perplexity we trust Him fully,
we have a living sense of His cheering, all-pervading presence and power. We realize that the Lord is
indeed our strength and our portion forever. We can be one with Christ in God. But let us never undertake
to define God as an essence. Never, never venture one step into the way of putting God in the place of the
things of His creation.

—Upward Look, p. 347

Sin, that cost Adam beautiful Eden, exists everywhere in our world. Evil triumphs wherever God
is not known or his character contemplated. We could not commit sin if we realized the presence of God,
and thought upon his goodness, his love, and his compassion.

—The Signs of the Times, 8/24/1891



God had a church when Adam and Eve and Abel accepted and hailed with joy the good news that
Jesus was their Redeemer. These realized as fully then as we realize now the promise of the presence of
God in their midst.

—Manuscript Releases, Volume 4, p. 293

The Spirit of Cain

Cain the murderer was soon called to answer for his crime. “The Lord said unto Cain, Where is
Abel thy brother? And he said, | know not: Am | my brother’s keeper?” Cain had gone so far in sin that
he had lost a sense of the continual presence of God and of His greatness and omniscience. So he resorted
to falsehood to conceal his guilt.

—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 77

The presence of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the three highest powers in the universe
and those in whose name the believer is baptized, is pledged to be with every striving soul. It will impart
grace and strength to all who will watch unto prayer, to all who will purify the soul by obedience to the
truth. And it will make the believer instrumental in leading other souls to accept Christ by faith.

—Pacific Union Recorder, 7/2/1908

All through the pages of sacred history, where the dealings of God with His chosen people are
recorded, there are burning traces of the great | AM.... In all these revelations of the divine presence, the
glory of God was manifested through Christ. Not alone at the Saviour’s advent, but through all the ages
after the fall and the promise of redemption, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.”
Christ was the foundation and center of the sacrificial system in both the patriarchal and the Jewish age.
Since the sin of our first parents, there has been no direct communication between God and man. The
Father has given the world into the hands of Christ, that through His mediatorial work He may redeem
man, and vindicate the authority and holiness of the law of God. All the communion between heaven and
the fallen race has been through Christ. It was the Son of God that gave to our first parents the promise of
redemption. It was He who revealed Himself to the patriarchs. Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
Moses understood the gospel. They looked for salvation through man’s Substitute and Surety....

—That | May Know Him, p. 102

Enoch walked with God three hundred years previous to his translation, and the state of the world
was not more favorable for the perfection of Christian character then than it is today. How did Enoch
walk with God? He educated his mind and heart to ever feel the presence of God, and when in perplexity
his prayers would ascend to God to keep him, to teach him his will. “What shall I do to honor thee, my
God?” was his prayer. His will was merged in the will of God, and his feet were constantly directed in the
path of God’s commandments.

—The Signs of the Times, 12-29-1887



You remember Moses went into the wilderness and stayed forty years, during which time he put
away self, and that made room so that he could have the presence of God with him.

—The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, p. 83

He knew God as a personal God, and as he meditated upon His character, he grasped more and
more the sense of His presence. He found refuge in the everlasting arms. God talked with Moses face to
face, as a man speaketh with his friend. The bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness shone into his heart
and into the chambers of his mind. God was his refuge; God was his dwelling place, his home.

—Manuscript Releases, Volume 14, p. 15

In the Incarnation of Christ the Presence of God Came To Earth To Dwell Amongst Us:

After the Saviour’s ascension, the sense of the divine presence was still with them. It was a
personal presence, full of love and light. Jesus, the Saviour, who had walked and talked and prayed with
them, who had spoken hope and comfort to their hearts, had, while the message of peace was upon his
lips, been taken from them into heaven. As the chariot of angels received him, his words had come to
them, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”

—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 2-2-1911

Christ’s Abiding Presence

Christ’s last words to His disciples were: “Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world.” “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations.” “Go to the farthest bounds of the habitable globe, and
know that wherever you go, My presence will attend you.” No more valuable legacy could He have left
them than the promise of His abiding presence.

—Notebook Leaflets From the EImshaven Library, Vol 1, p. 62

Christ has provided means whereby our whole life may be an unbroken communion with
Himself; but the sense of Christ’s abiding presence can come only through living faith....

—In Heavenly Places, p. 56

In the plan of restoring in men the divine image, it was provided that the Holy Spirit should move
upon human minds, and be as the presence of Christ, a molding agency upon human character.

—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 02-12-1895



The work of the holy Spirit is immeasurably great. It is from this source that power and efficiency
come to the worker for God; and the holy Spirit is the comforter, as the personal presence of Christ to the
soul.

—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 11-29-1892

If we are indeed followers of Christ, we must reach a higher standard. Heaven looks with pleasure
upon him who worships God in spirit and in truth and in the beauty of holiness. All Heaven is employed
in seeking to save that which is lost. But there are many who do not know that they are lost. They are far
from spirituality; they have lost the presence of God; lost the true ideal of character and they copy the
human instead of divine.

—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 03-19-1895

It is not enough that we admit Christ into our hearts; he must abide there. We must encourage his
presence by a life of prayer.

—The Signs of the Times, 02-10-1887

If we would dwell in the light, we must abide in the presence of Jesus.

—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 08-07-1888

Then is Christ a personal Saviour? We bear about in our body the dying of the Lord Jesus, which
is life and salvation and righteousness to us. Wherever we go, there is the recollection of One dear to us.
We are abiding in Christ by a living faith.... We have the companionship of the divine presence, and as
we realize this presence, our thoughts are brought into captivity to Jesus Christ. Our spiritual exercises are
in accordance with the vividness of our sense of this companionship. Enoch walked with God in this way;
and Christ is dwelling in our hearts by faith when we will consider what He is to us, and what a work He
has wrought out for us in the plan of redemption. We shall be most happy in cultivating a sense of this
great gift of God to our world and to us personally.

—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 388

Christ is the truth of all that we find in the Father. The definition of heaven is the presence of
Christ.

—SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. 7, p. 989



Loss of God’s Presence

To cherish our own way, to do those things which naturally please us, will bring upon us the sure
result of separation from the presence of Christ, and then we shall be without strength.

—The Youth’s Instructor, 09-14-1893

There are many professed Christian parents whose souls are preoccupied with so many other
things that there is no room in the soul temple for the presence of Jesus. They have given to their idols the
devotion that is due alone to God. The door of the heart is closed against the truth, and Christ is
misrepresented in spirit, in character, and in actions.

—The Signs of the Times, 05-07-1894

When men are careless of the Saviour’s presence, and in their conversation make no reference to
him in whom they profess that their hopes of eternal life are centered, Jesus is not in their company, and
the holy angels are grieved from their presence. These pure and heavenly beings cannot remain where the
presence of Jesus is not desired and encouraged, and where his absence is not marked. They are not
attracted to the crowd where minds are diverted from heavenly things. For this reason, great mourning,
grief, and discouragement exist among the professed followers of Christ.

—Historical Sketches of the Foreign Missions of the
Seventh-day Adventists, p. 145

How few are constantly beholding the unseen Guest, realizing that He is at their right hand! How
many ignore His presence! Did we treat others as we treat Jesus, what discourtesy it would be thought!

—Our High Calling, p. 55

What is the joy of the Christian?—It is the result of the consciousness of the presence of Christ.
What is the love of the Christian?—It is the reflection of the love of Christ. It is the effect of the operation
of the Holy Spirit. Looking to the cross of Calvary, we see Jesus dying for the sins of the world, in order
that by his death, life and immortality might be brought to light in behalf of the contrite soul. Jesus is all
in all, and without him we can do nothing. Without Christ, spiritual life would be impossible. But this
union of Christ with the soul is the union which Satan is ever seeking to disturb, and through yielding to
his temptations, the soul that once was united to Christ may become assimilated to the world, and have no
relish for the bread of eternal life.

—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 12-04-1894

The Christian is not morose, sullen, and desponding; he is the happiest man in the world. He feels
secure; for he trusts in Jesus, and enjoys his presence. His “defense is of God, which saveth the upright in
heart.”

—Second Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 06-10-1884



Faith in the abiding presence of Jesus will not bring gloom and depression, but it will bring the
peace that elevates the mind, the pure and holy joy that is inexpressible and full of glory. It is thus that the
Christian will become a light to the world. The truth we believe should make us earnest, full of love, and
kindle in us desires to communicate to others that which we have found so great a blessing to ourselves.

—The Signs of the Times, 01-27-1890
God’s Presence and the Church
The Church is in the Laodicean state. The presence of God is not in her midst. If Christ were

formed within, the hope of glory, conformity to His image would be seen, and the church trials which
separate the members from Christ would disappear....

—Notebook Leaflets From the EImshaven Library, Volume 1, p. 99

But the presence of God is guaranteed to the Christian. This Rock of faith is the living presence
of God. The weakest may depend upon it. Those who think themselves the strongest may become the
weakest unless they depend upon Christ as their efficiency, their worthiness. This is the Rock upon
which the church may build successfully.

—The Home Missionary, 06-01-1897

All but one of the company testified for the Lord, giving evidence of the power of truth on the
human heart. We felt that the meeting was a success because of the presence of Jesus. All seemed cheered
and comforted and blest.

—The Paulson Collection of Ellen G. White Letters, p. 135

O may God help us! There is only a little time left for us to prepare for the eternal world. If you
have wronged any one, you should go right to him, and take him by the hand, and say, “l am sorry | have
injured you, by thought, or word, or act.” Heaven would look with approval upon such a scene. We want
all this dry, cold Phariseeism broken down. We want the spirit and power of God to work with our efforts
in the Sabbath-school, in the church, in the offices of publication, in our institutions of learning, and in
our sanitariums. We want the abiding presence of Jesus with every individual member of our churches.

—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 08-28-1888

Christians do not always make the public worship of God of sufficient importance. They do not
realize their responsibility in the matter. The prayer-meeting, especially, is often dull, spiritless, and
unattractive. But it need not be. Even where few love the hour of prayer, it may be made interesting and
profitable. The presence of Jesus is not confined to large assemblies. “Where two or three are gathered
together in my name,” he says, “there am I in the midst of them.” “If two of you shall agree on earth, as
touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in Heaven.”

—The Signs of the Times, 12-04-1884



Whenever Enoch found one or two who were willing to hear the message he had for them, Jesus
joined with them in their worship of God.

—Manuscript Releases, Volume 4, p. 293

It is the Spirit of God that quickens the lifeless faculties of the soul to appreciate heavenly things,
and attracts the affections toward God and the truth. Without the presence of Jesus in the heart, religious
service is only dead, cold formalism. The longing desire for communion with God soon ceases when the
Spirit of God is grieved from us, but when Christ is in us the hope of glory, we are constantly directed to
think and act in reference to the glory of God. The questions will arise, “Will this do honor to Jesus? Will
this be approved of by Him? Shall | be able to maintain my integrity if | enter into this arrangement?”
God will be made the counselor of the soul, and we shall be led into safe paths, and the will of God will
be made the supreme guide of our lives. This is heavenly wisdom,...and it makes the Christian, however,
humble, the light of the world.

—That | May Know Him, p. 193

Just in proportion as the speaker appreciates the divine presence and honors and trusts the power
of God, is he acknowledged as a laborer together with God. Just in this proportion does he become
mighty through God.

—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 143

It is the presence of Jesus that is needed in our assemblies, to make the preaching of the word
effectual to the salvation of souls. Preaching, in itself, has no natural power to renew the heart, and yet
this is the object of preaching. It is the divine influence accompanying the word, that brings souls in
penitence to the foot of the cross. O that Christ’s ambassadors would feel their need of Jesus, that their
preaching might not be in vain, nor their ministry unsuccessful. When the minister hears the voice of the
great Shepherd saying, “Lo, I am with you alway,” he works as if in the presence of Jesus; and out of the
weakness he is made strong. The word becomes quick and powerful, and, in proportion as faith
appreciates the divine presence, and honors it, and trusts it, the preaching is in the demonstration of the
Spirit and with power.

—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 09-04-1888

When heaven bore testimony to Jesus at His baptism, they perceived it not. Eyes that had never
been turned in faith to Him that is invisible beheld not the revelation of the glory of God; ears that had
never listened to His voice heard not the words of witness. So it is now. Often the presence of Christ and
the ministering angels is manifest in the assemblies of the people, and yet there are many who know it
not. They discern nothing unusual. But to some the Saviour’s presence is revealed. Peace and joy animate
their hearts. They are comforted, encouraged, and blessed.

—The Desire of Ages, p. 136

When the benediction is pronounced, all should still be quiet, as if fearful of losing the peace of
Christ. Let all pass out without jostling or loud talking, feeling that they are in the presence of God, that
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His eye is resting upon them, and that they must act as in His visible presence. Let there be no stopping in
the aisles to visit or gossip, thus blocking them up so that others cannot pass out. The precincts of the
church should be invested with a sacred reverence. It should not be made a place to meet old friends and
visit and introduce common thoughts and worldly business transactions. These should be left outside the
church. God and angels have been dishonored by the careless, noisy laughing and shuffling of feet heard
in some places.

—Testimonies for the Church, Volume 5, p. 493

True reverence for God is inspired by a sense of His infinite greatness and a realization of His
presence. With this sense of the Unseen the heart of every child should be deeply impressed.

—Child Guidance, p. 538

The Relationship Between Truth and the Presence of God

All truth is to be received as the life of Jesus. Truth cleanses us from all impurity, and prepares
the soul for Christ’s presence. Christ is formed within, the hope of glory....

—The Upward Look, p. 224

When His words of instruction have been received, and have taken possession of us, Jesus is to us
an abiding presence, controlling our thoughts and ideas and actions. We are imbued with the instruction
of the greatest Teacher the world ever knew.

—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 389

Jesus stands knocking, —knocking at the door of your hearts, —and yet, for all this, some say
continually, “I cannot find him.” Why not? He says, “I stand here knocking. Why do you not open the
door, and say, Come in, dear Lord?” | am so glad for these simple directions as to the way to find Jesus. If
it were not for them, | should not know how to find him whose presence | desire so much. Open the door
now, and empty the soul-temple of the buyers and sellers, and invite the Lord to come in. Say to him, “I
will love thee with all my soul. I will work the works of righteousness. | will obey the law of God.” Then
you will feel the peaceful presence of Jesus.

—The Review and Herald, 8-28-1888

We are to open the Word of God with reverence, with a sincere desire to know the will of God
concerning us. Then the heavenly angels will direct our search. God speaks to us out of His Word. We are
in the audience-chamber of the Most High, in the very presence of God. Christ enters the heart. The Holy
Spirit takes of the things of God and shows them to us. We see more clearly the greatness of God’s love
and the fullness of His salvation.

—The Signs of the Times, 06-26-1901
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What Does the Sense of the Presence of God Do For a Church?

The religion of Christ means more than the forgiveness of sin; it means that sin is taken away,
and that the vacuum is filled with the Spirit. It means that the mind is divinely illumined, that the heart is
emptied of self, and filled with the presence of Christ. When this work is done for church members, the
church will be a living, working church.

—Our High Calling, p. 154

When the hearts of men are softened by the presence of the Spirit of God, they are more
susceptible to impressions of the Holy Spirit, and resolves are made to deny self and to sacrifice for the
cause of God. It is when divine light shines into the chambers of the mind with unusual clearness and
power that the feelings of the natural man are overcome, that selfishness loses its power upon the heart,
and that desires are awakened to imitate the Pattern, Jesus Christ, in practicing self-denial and
benevolence.

—Testimonies for the Church, Volume 4, p. 470

Those whose hearts are cheered by the presence of an indwelling Saviour, will have no
disposition to resort to places of worldly amusement. A Christian family is one in which the love of Christ
is the spring of action, the precepts of God’s word the rule of life. Those who can turn away from the
sacred influences of truth to engage in the frivolous and exciting pleasures of the world, are regarded by
our Saviour as showing contempt for himself. Jesus will not abide in any household, to guide and bless
them, unless they first relinquish the sinful customs, practices, and amusements of the world. All who
refuse to comply with these conditions are thereby bidding him depart from them. And how dreadful are
the words he utters, as in sorrow he turns away—“Your house is left unto you desolate.” Desolate indeed
must be that home from which the presence of Christ is withdrawn!

—The Signs of the Times, 02-23-1882

To none will it be granted to enjoy the presence of Christ in the paradise of God if they do not
enjoy his presence and love in this probationary life, if they do not have a likeness of character to him on
earth.

—The Signs of the Times, 09-12-1892

When we feel the least inclined to commune with Jesus, let us pray the most. By so doing we
shall break Satan’s snare, the clouds of darkness will disappear, and we shall realize the sweet presence of
Jesus.

—L.ift Him Up, p. 372



The Presence of God and Temptation

Through his specious temptations, Satan leads men to worse and worse evils, till utter depravity
and ruin are the result. The only safeguard against his power is found in the presence of Jesus.

—The Desire of Ages, p. 341

As a shield from temptation and an inspiration to purity and truth, no other influence can equal
the sense of God’s presence.

—Reflecting Christ, p. 126

The one who yields to the claims of God will have the abiding presence of Christ, and this
companionship will be to him a very precious thing. Taking hold of divine wisdom, he will escape the
corruptions that are in the world through lust. Day by day he will learn more fully how to carry his
infirmities to the One who has promised to be a very present help in every time of need.

—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 483

Oh, that I could present before you, and before others of my brethren, the necessity of an ever-
abiding sense of God’s presence, which would put such restraint on your life that your moral and religious
standing before the people would be far different. We must reach a higher standard.

—Testimonies for the Church, Volume 5, p. 628

He permits temptations, trials, and afflictions to come to His loved ones. They are His
providences, visitations of mercy to bring them back when they stray from His side, and give them a
deeper sense of His presence and providential care. The peace that passeth understanding is not for those
who shrink from trials, from struggles, and from self-denial.

—Our High Calling, p. 327

The Father’s presence encircled Christ, and nothing befell Him but that which infinite love
permltted for the blessing of the world. Here was His source of comfort, and it is for us. He who is
imbued with the Spirit of Christ abides in Christ. The blow that is aimed at him falls upon the Saviour,
who surrounds him with His presence. Whatever comes to him comes from Christ. He has no need to
resist evil, for Christ is his defense. Nothing can touch him except by our Lord’s permission, and “all
things” that are permitted “work together for good to them that love God” Romans 8:28.

—Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 71
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I knelt by my chair to pray, feeling disheartened in reference to my journeying. Many
appointments were before me. I had not uttered a word when the whole room seemed filled with a soft,
silvery light, and my pain and disappointment and discouragement were removed. | was filled with
comfort and hope and the peace of Christ. “My peace will | give unto you.” | knew it was upon me. The
presence of Jesus was in the room. Genesis 28:12-15.

—Manuscript Release No. 1033, p. 58

When Henry White, our eldest son, lay dying, he said, “A bed of pain is a precious place when
we have the presence of Jesus.” When we are obliged to drink of the bitter waters, turn away from the
bitter to the precious and the bright.

—The Faith I Live By, p. 186

“My sorrow was so great that | felt too depressed to speak that night. My friends urged me to trust
in the Lord; and at length the brethren engaged in prayer for me. The blessing of the Lord soon rested
upon me and I bore my testimony that evening with great freedom. There seemed to be an angel standing
by my side to strengthen me. Shouts of glory and victory went up from that house, and the presence of
Jesus was felt in our midst.

—L ife Sketches of James White and Ellen G. White, p. 198

So long as we have the presence of our Saviour, difficulties cannot dismay nor dangers appall us.
If we were only as free to speak of the blessings we receive from God as we are to talk of doubts and
discouragements, we would enjoy far more of his presence. “Whoso offereth praise, glorifieth God.” Let
us praise God more, and complain less; let us talk of the love of Jesus, and his wondrous power, and we
shall be brought nearer and nearer to our Saviour.

—The Signs of the Times, 03-16-1882

As God’s children, it is our privilege ever to look up, keeping the eye of faith fixed on Christ. As
we constantly keep Him in view, the sunshine of His presence floods the chambers of the mind. The light
of Christ in the soul-temple brings peace. The soul is stayed on God. All perplexities and anxieties are
committed to Jesus. As we continue to behold Him, His image becomes engraved on the heart, and is
revealed in the daily life.

—The Faith | Live By, p. 248
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But how often is the Lord neglected for the society of others, and for things of no value!...We
dare not let His name languish on our lips, and His love and memory die out of our hearts. “Well,” says
the cold, formal professor, “this is making Christ too much like a human being;” but the Word of God

warrants us to have these very ideas. It is the want of these practical, definite views of Christ, that hinders

so many from having a genuine experience in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This is

the reason that many are fearing and doubting and mourning. Their ideas of Christ and the plan of
salvation are vague, dreary, and confused.... If ever there was a time when men needed the presence of
Christ at their right hand, it is now, so that when the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the
Lord shall lift up a standard against him.

—Sons and Daughters of God, p. 167

We have reason to thank God that we are not dependent on the presence of earthly priest or
minister. We are kept by the power of God. The presence and grace of Christ is the secret of all life and

light....

—The Upward Look, p. 207

If we keep the Lord ever before us, allowing our hearts to go out in thanksgiving and praise to
Him, we shall have a continual freshness in our religious life. Our prayers will take the form of a
conversation with God as we would talk with a friend. He will speak His mysteries to us personally.
Often there will come to us a sweet, joyful sense of the presence of Jesus. Often our hearts will burn
within us as He draws nigh to commune with us as He did with Enoch. When this is in truth the
experience of the Christian, there is seen in his life a simplicity, a humility, meekness, and lowliness of
heart, that show to all with whom he associates that he has been with Jesus and learned of Him.

—Conflict and Courage, p. 30

“When humiliation is united with filial obedience and perfect trust, | feel that heaven is very near.

I have a precious assurance and holy boldness, and | march forward with a firm and certain tread,

knowing that | have the presence of Jesus with me. But when | become careless and self-sufficient, | have

that poverty of soul that unfits me for evangelical work.”

—NManuscript Releases, Volume 14, p. 274

Banished to the solitudes of the Isle of Patmos, John was favored with the presence of Jesus
Christ.
—The Signs of the Times, 01-28-1903
We should seek to make the most of our opportunities at this meeting. We should confess our

sins, clear the rubbish from the door of the heart, and open the soul for the presence of Jesus.

—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 06-25-1889
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We have had great light and privileges at these meetings, and now let us retain the impressions
that have been made upon our hearts. When we feel the least inclined to commune with Jesus, let us pray
the most. By so doing we shall break Satan’s snare, the clouds of darkness will disappear, and we shall
realize the sweet presence of Jesus.

—Historical Sketches of the Foreign Missions of the
Seventh-day Adventists, p. 146

Men may think that they are doing an excellent work; but if their work is done to exalt self and to
divert the attention of the people to the human agency, it will become a snare. We may preach the gospel,
we may visit the sick, and help the poor; we may go through the entire range of Christian activities, and
yet never live as in the presence of God, because our work is such as to eclipse Christ and glorify self.

—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 05-06-1909

The work of the messengers the Lord sends to earth is not understood, and the message of truth is
too lightly regarded. The energizing presence of Christ is not felt as it should be among the ministers of
God.

—The Signs of the Times, 04-07-1890

It is our privilege to draw nigh to God, to breathe in of the atmosphere of his presence. If we keep
ourselves in close union with the common, cheap, sensual things of this earth, Satan will interpose his
shadow, so that we shall fail to discern the blessedness of the promises and assurances of God, and so
shall fail to be strengthened to attain to a high spiritual standard. Nothing short of abiding in the presence
of Christ will bring peace, freedom, courage, and power.

—Address to Ministers, p. 6

What can we do to invoke, invite and keep the presence of God in our lives?

In order to attain to this high calling of God in Christ Jesus, you must begin the day with your
Saviour. The very first out-breathing of the soul in the morning should be for the presence of Jesus.
“Without me,” he says, “ye can do nothing.” It is Jesus that we need; his light, his life, his spirit, must be
ours continually. We need him every hour. And we should pray in the morning that as the sun illuminates
the landscape, and fills the world with light, so the Sun of righteousness may shine into the chambers of
mind and heart, and make us all light in the Lord. We cannot do without his presence one moment. The
enemy knows when we undertake to do without our Lord, and he is there, ready to fill our minds with his
evil suggestions that we may fall from our steadfastness; but it is the desire of the Lord that from moment
to moment we should abide in him, and thus be complete in him, accepted in the Beloved.

—aBible Echo and Signs of the Times, 01-15-1892
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The workers at the Office should feel when they enter it that it is a sacred place where the work of
God is being done in the publication of truth which will decide the destiny of souls. This is not felt or
realized as it should be. There is conversation in the type-setting department, which diverts the mind from
the work. The Office is no place for visiting, for a courting spirit, or for amusement, or selfishness. All
should feel that they are doing work for God. He who sifts all motives and reads all hearts is proving, and
trying, and sifting, his people, especially those who have light and knowledge, and who are engaged in his
sacred work. God is a searcher of hearts, and a trier of the reins, and will accept nothing less than entire
devotion to the work, and consecration to himself. All should have a spirit in that Office to take up their
daily duties as if in the presence of God. They should not be satisfied merely with doing just enough to
pass along, and receive their wages; but all should work in any place where they can help the most.

—Testimony to the Church at Battle Creek, p. 22
By the side of every soul is an angel-presence. | have been instructed that with Christ there was

given to our world all the treasures of heaven. Nothing was reserved. If man does not open the door of his
heart to Christ Jesus and commune with Him, Satanic agencies will commune with him.

—The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials, p. 1789

The apostle could never forget his conversion from a persecutor of all who believe on Christ, to a
believer in Him.... He had a living, abiding faith, for he cultivated a sense of the presence of Christ in all
his works.

—S.D.A. Bible Commentary, Volume 6, p. 1065

Conquer, yes, conquer. Put your will every moment on the side of God’s will. Think hopefully
and courageously. In faith cry out against Satan, and looking unto Jesus who is the author and finisher of
your faith, say, “Jesus, my Redeemer, | am weak. | cannot do anything without Thy special help. | hang
my helpless soul on Thee.” Then let your imagination dwell on the thought that you are in the presence of
Jesus, walking with God, your life hid with Christ in God....Then you will not glorify Satan by imagining
yourself weak and helpless. You will keep yourself uplifted into a pure and holy atmosphere. You will
receive the Holy Spirit as a comforter, as a sanctifier....You will have a calm, restful spirit in God.

—Our High Calling, p. 41

Let us turn aside from the dusty, heated thoroughfares of life to rest in the shadow of Christ’s
love, and learn from Him the lesson of quiet trust. Not a pause for a moment in His presence, but personal
contact with Christ, to sit down in companionship with Him,—this is our need. Many, even in their
seasons of devotion, fail of receiving the blessing of real communion with God. They are in too great
haste. With hurried steps they press through the circle of Christ’s loving presence, pausing perhaps a
moment within the sacred precincts, but not waiting for counsel. They have no time to remain with the
divine Teacher. With their burdens they return to their work.

—The Signs of the Times, 07-06-1904
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I know many are earnestly struggling after a higher life and seeking for clearer views of heavenly
things, yet how very slow is their progress! How difficult for the mind to arise to the full assurance of
hope that maketh not ashamed! In spite of all our efforts, we are often discouraged because the flesh
warreth against the spirit. Let not the common, cheap, earthly things engross the mind that the presence of
Jesus shall be withdrawn. The life of the church is communicated from Christ, and we help the church
when we work in harmony with the life-giving power, losing sight of ourselves, and seeking to build one
another up in the most holy faith.

—Manuscript Releases, Volume 11, p. 265

When | pray earnestly for restoration, and it seems that the Lord does not answer, my spirit
almost faints within me. Then it is that the dear Saviour makes me mindful of His presence. He says to
me, Cannot you trust Him who has purchased you with His own blood? | have graven thee on the palms
of My hands. Then my soul is nourished with the divine Presence. | am lifted out of myself, as it were,
into the presence of God. —Manuscript 19, 1892.

—Selected Messages, Book 2, p. 240

This is the fruit that grows on the Christian tree, the faith that realizes the presence and help of
God at all times. There is a constant dread of incurring the displeasure of God, whom they reverence and
whom they love. It was this principle that preserved Joseph amid temptation. You must cultivate real faith
in God, in His gracious goodness, faith in His presence. You must pray as you have never prayed before.

—Manuscript Releases, Volume 18, p. 260
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What the sense of the presence of God will do for us in our ministry.

Although there may be a tainted, corrupted atmosphere around us, we need not breathe its
miasma, but may live in the pure atmosphere of heaven. We may close every door to impure imaginings
and unholy thoughts by lifting the soul into the presence of God through sincere prayer. Those whose
hearts are open to receive the support and blessing of God, will walk in a holier atmosphere than that of
earth, and will have constant communion with God. But those who reserve their thoughts of God, their
earnest soul longings for purity and grace, for certain times, and places, and occasions, will be overcome
by temptation. The thoughts will be impure, the promptings of the natural heart will be fulfilled, and the
man will be worsted in the conflict; for he will be drawn away of his own lust and enticed. The injunction
of the Saviour is, “Pray without ceasing.” The heart is to be continually going out in desire for the
presence and grace of Jesus, that the soul may have divine enlightenment and heavenly wisdom.

—The Signs of the Times, 12-16-1889
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To labor for the conversion of souls is the highest, noblest work in which the human agent can
engage....When the presence of Christ fills the life, the worker has a sense of divine power with him. The
fact that he is a joint worker with God captivates his affections and desires, and fills him with earnest love
for the souls for whom he labors.

—Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 09-02-1909

“Be determined that you will not live without the presence and light and love of Jesus, and then you will
have precious victories, and will know who is the Source of your strength.”
RH 4-10-1888

e Emphasis supplied in document
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