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The Role of the Ministerial Spouse
A job description is always helpful. When we become a ministerial spouse, there is no job description given us. We just guess our way around and “wing it.” Sometimes there is a senior pastor’s spouse who gladly mentors us. In some cases, we are the lone pastor’s spouse for miles around. Who can we turn to for advice? Following is a mini “job description” from the Word of God. 
· Slide #2. You have a divine ministry.  (Acts 2:18).” And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.” It helps when we remember that our appointment is from heaven. We are not church ‘gofers.’ We are servants of God. We have a mission to accomplish with the aid and endorsement of the Holy Spirit.
· You have a very challenging position. It is not easy.
· Although you have not been elected, your position is equally important. You are not in a second position. You are to stand tall in God’s army.
· Slide #3. The pastor’s spouse ought to be worthy of respect. (1 Tim. 3:11)

· The pastor’s spouse should not be a malicious talker. (1 Tim. 3:11). “Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.” There is a profile for God’s women. The guidelines listed by the Apostle Paul are of benefit in grooming ladies to be of dignity and grace.
· Slide #6.  The pastor’s spouse should develop a good devotional life and be a spiritual support to their spouse.  (Acts 5: 1- 11). By absorbing the Word of God, we could assist our spouses to be models of integrity. Unlike Ananias and Sapphira, we should not be blindly loyal to each other. We must encourage honesty and truth in each other. By hiding the Word in our hearts we will succeed.
· Slide #7. (Rom. 12: 13). Christians should be hospitable. The Bible urges us to be willing to entertain. “Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.” 1 Peter 4:9
· Slide #8. The pastors’ spouse should be an honest, loving critic of her spouse so that he may improve.  (Acts 5:1 -11). Our spouses are not perfect. Establish the kind of relationship that fosters honesty, affirmation and gentle criticism between the two of you.
· Slide #9. The pastor’s spouse should be willing to help in the church, in areas where they are capable. Be a willing, capable church worker. Practice your skills and aim for excellence. Work with “your might.” “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”1 Peter 4:10.
· The pastor’s souse should be a woman of good character.  (1 Peter 3:3 – 5)

· Slide #10.   The pastor’s spouse should be able to minister to the members in the church who need their help: the youth, divorced, widows, fatherless, homeless, sad etc.
· Slide #11. The pastor’s spouse is not only the supporter of her spouse, but also a servant of God.

