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Jim and I just moved, and I fe]t like grumbling through
most of the process until I read Tabitha Phiri's article about
her move. Isn't it amazing that so many times Jesus sees us
through the tough times?
We have included two articles about Abigail. She wa s
known in the Bible as a peacemaker. I believe if there is one
thing our church needs, it is peacemakers. Satan is always
eager to agitate and divide. As part of the pastoral family, we
make a choice each day to either foster discontent or soothe
troubled waters. Let's pray that during this new year of 1998,
we will play the part of peacemaker.
Your friend in Jesus,
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Gamboch'a. ·!Jl(Y !Red
cSea Cxperience
On june 26th, we set out on a
missionary adventure with a group
of church leaders and their spouses
from the Southern Union territory
to visit ADRA (Adventist Development Relief Agency) project sites in
South East Asia.

e were just eight days into
our trip and the y had
already scheduled us for
our third stop, Phnom Penh,
Cambodia. It was 3:00 a.m. and
I was still awake watching CNN.
My body's clo ck had not
a djus ted. A n ews flash from
Camb odia - "Phnom Penh is
experiencing civil unrest and
there is a possibility of a coup
erupting." A coup? I thought, a
coup could mean a war! I sat
straight up in bed and began
shaking my hu sb and, Joseph.
"Wake up," I demanded. "We are
about to go into a country w here
there i s civil unre st." He was
quite calm b u t li stened
attentively. He remained alert
until CNN commentators
repeated their announcement. lt
was funny that I was e v en
interes ted in wo rld affai r s.
Usually I turned a deaf ear to the
details, but this time I was about
to be a part of the story.
The n ext morning the group

W

Jud ith McCoy
lives in Nash-

ville, Tennessee,
where her husband is tl1e
pres ident of the
Sou th Cent ra l
Conference.

met, and of cours e, few had been
awake at that time so the CNN
story was new to most.l can't say
that it was dismissed lightly, but
the group's big interest was
going to visit the Cambodia
ADRA projects and then on to the
hi s torica l s ites in Siem Re ap.
They had ed u cated us about
constant tensions among all the
political factions, so this alleged
threat of a coup was customa ry
for Phnom Penh. On we went.
We arrived Friday and realized
it was the Fourth of July,
Independence Day in America.
We sang with gusto "God Bless
A merica. " Little did we kno w
how important the words of that
s ong would be to us in the days
to follow. The Sabbath was a
bright sunshiny day. After
arriving in Cambodia to rainy
and flooding conditions, we were
h appy. The 27 people in our
entourage spli t up to attend
church services in many different
provinces including remote
rural areas. My husband, Joseph,
decided to go to a rural site, but
he was protective of me and sent
me to the ci ty church. Th e
city chu rch d id not have air
conditioning, pews, carpeting,
handicap r amps, e tc. The
sanctuary was o n the second
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floor and we had one member of
that you will be traveling abroad."
That ad a long with the fact that
our party in a w heel chair.
the World Cellular Telephone
After church in the provinces,
everyone returned to the city
promised to b e less expensive
than using hotel telephones caught
church to a delicious potluck. We
ended our meal feeling a little bit
his eye . He ordered itl
If it runs on batteries or if it
hurried, as we were anxiously
plugs into a wall outlet, chances
returned to our hotel. I was a
bit suspicious but didn't say
are, he'll buy it. (That's what our
daughters say.) The company
anything. We did see soldiers on
the streets we had not seen
also listed the countries where
they did n ot offer cellular service.
that m ornin g, an d some of the
U nfortunately fo r us, Japan and
members in our group had run
into road blocks en route to
Cambodia were on the list of
places we cou ld not use this
their different worship sites. As
evening
drew
near,
telephone. Saturday night when
it was cloudy and overcast and
we heard a few loud booms.
We dismissed the noises
as construction noises
or weather- related
9/ mas cloud}; andooercasl
sounds. At 3:00 a.m.
(my magical hour),
andwe hearda jew foucf
louder booms, and
booms, bul me d/smissed !be
this time ma chine
gunfire drew nearer.
noises as con s/rue/ion noises
We knew that the
a lle ged coup h a d
or mealber~refaledsounds.
become a real civ il w a r.
My h eart w a s r a cin g. I
w a nted to cry. What w1s J
doing in Phnom Pehn? Why h ad
w e not taken the C NN rep ort
the w ar b roke out, we retreated
more seriously? Were the Khmer
to our hotel room where we h ad
been advised to lay flat on our
Rouge soldiers going to come out
of their jungle hiding spots and
bed and s ta y away f rom
kill u s? Th eir s tories of torture
w indows to avoid any p ossibility
and murders were vividly racing
of b eing hit by stray gunfire . So
thro u gh my mind. It h ad b een
w e obeyed! Suddenly, Joseph got
up and w en t to the desk (it was
less than twenty years since their
last brutal attacks on innocent
away from direct contact with the
p eople . Was his tory about to be
windows) and took out his World
Cellul ar Telephone . " Why are
repeated , and m e right in th e
you taking that out?" I as ked.
middle of it?
Well ba ck to "My Re d Se a
"You know w e can't u se it in this
Experience." It started with my
country."
husband reading an advertisement
"Just to become familiar with
in an on -flight magazine just a
it," he replied.
few weeks b efore our intended
I sh ould tell you, w e alrea dy
de parture date.
knew that all communication
"World Cellular Telephone ,
s ources in Phnom Penh h ad been
rent it only for the tim e period
destroyed by the first rounds of
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gunfire or bombs. The ai r port
satellites, telephone systems, and
oth er communication offices had
also been destroyed. No calls
could go out and only a few calls
could come in. We were trapped
in Cambodia, and no one knew
it. If someone tried to call, they
wouldn't get through. 1t was
Friday night in the states, we
were one day ahea d and the
chances we re slim that anyon; /
wo ul d be looking for us ~ n
Friday night. The hotel did not
have e-mail service even before
the war erupted. So, the Friday
and Saturday night CompuScrve
forums were out. Prayer at th is
point was ou r only s ource of
communication to anyone.
D id we pray? Yes we
p rayed as a group, a s
couples, and certainly with
every breath we took.
My hu sba n d
rc<1d
the cellular te lephone
direction s and began
pressing on buttons. A few
second s later I h eard him say
hello. H e sounded more anxious
an d less calm than I had e ver
witne ssed. "It's an American
v oice," he w h isp ered to me. I sat
up, s tra y bull et s or no s tra y
bullets, I wanted to know what
was happening. H e said, "Who is
this and w h ere are you?"
'Tm Bill," the voi ce replie d.
" I'm in M aryland at the World
Cellular h eadquarters ." Joseph 's
v oice ro se three m ayb e f ive
octaves. " I'm Jos eph M cCoy. I' m
trapp e d in Phn om P e nh,
Cambodia, and I n eed yo u to
p atch me into my d aughter."
"Sir," Bill said, "we don' t h ave
serv ice in Phnom Penh, so if
you're planning to travel there,
you can't u se our World C ellular
Telephon e ."
"No, no," Joseph replied , "you
don't unde r s tand. I am in

Cambodia and a civil war has
bro ken out and I need you to
patch me in to my daughter in
Nashville, Tennessee."
Now, Bill, Joseph, and myself
were in a panic. ''Sir, I can't patch
you into your daughter because
I'm on a cellular telephone,
and we don't h ave three-way
capabilities. But, if you are
talking to me from Cambodia,
then you can call your daughter
too. I don't lo.now why, but
you've connected to a satellite
somewhere." Bill agreed to
take our da u ghter 's n ame and
number down just in case we got
disconnected. Then he promised
to try to call us right back just to
test the connection possibility.
You know it. His call came
st raight through and we knew
that we could call one or all of
our daughters and we did.
Melanie was home, so we hit pay
di rt on our first atte mpt. We
asked her to call Meredith and
Myla. Right then, knowing that
we had access to our children
meant more than anything. We
knew that they would ca ll
the Con ference office, our best
friends, our family members, the
United States Embassy or even
President Clinton! A few moments
after we disconnected, Joseph
called Delbert Baker, the current
President of Oakwood College,
in his room (he was a member of
the entourage and little d id I
know that before our departure
date from the states, my husband
introduced Delbert to cellula r
telephone; therefore, he had a
World Cellular Telephone also) to
tell him about the United States
contact. They rejoiced and praised
the Lord, and he charged up his
telephone and made telephone
calls, too.
We were able to rest well that
night in spite of the loud booms

9ocfopened/he !Reefc5ea
for 2/(oses and, Jfe lurnerf

on a World Geffufar
7efephone for me.

and gunfire. The cellular telephone
was being charged hopefully fo r
a bu sy day. You can't im a ge
the tears of joy, the screams of
happiness, and prayers of thanksgiving that we heard as members
of our groups and others in the
hotel u sed our telephones to

make contact with their families.
I hate to admit it but we called
some friends and family members
that were completely in the dark
about our whereabout or "our
coup."
We were stuck in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia, for five days before
the United States Embassy
made arrangements to have us
evacuated. Right now rejoice
w ith me in knowing that my
Red Sea experience was God
hooking us up to a satellite and
activating the World Cellular
Telephone. He opened the Red
Sea for Moses and, He turned on
a World Cellular Telephone for
me.
~

"9ocf/s our refu!le andslreny!£, an
everpresenl he.(p in !rouble. Jherefore
we mtffno/fear, lhouyh !he earl£yzve
way anr.flfie mounlains ja//inlo /he
hear! ojl£e sea, lfiou!Jh zls wafers roar
andfoam and/he mounlains ruake
mtlh !heir suryiny. "
-Psalms 46:1-3, NIV
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Mary Ba rrett works wi th her husband ,
Jonathan, in ministry wilh a particular in terest
in women's and children's m inistry. They have
two daughters 12 and 10 years old. She has just
published the
book, When God
Comes to Visit,
which deals with
enrichin g our
relationship with
God. Her hobbies
include walking,
craft work, and
being
with
friends.
Min is try
magazine, June,
1995.
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t ' s Sabbath . What a
ma rvelou s opportunity
for a m inister 's w ife to
s catter His love. Let's see how
she does it.
She awakes at 6:00 a.m. and
drags herself out of bed. She had
stayed up until midnight finishing
her Sabbath School program for
the children's department.
She hurries to the kitchen. It's
a bring-and-share lunch tod ay,
and she needs to putthe finishin g
touches to her contributions. She
also needs to thumb through
several story books and find a
children's story for the d ivine
service. She knows she sh ould
have done it before, but this week
has been so busy.
It's now 8:00 a.m. The family
needs to leave in a h alf hour, as
their church is quite a distance
from their hom e.
She is stressed. The sou p she
took out of the freezer last night
didn't defrost properly, so she
struggled with blending pieces of
ice. On the kitchen counter she
s tack s the six dishes she h as
made and wonders why she does
most of the "bringing-andsharing."
She grabs a bow l of cereal and
a hot drink to take to her bedroom. She'll gobble them down

while getting dressed and fixing
her children's hair.
lt's now 8:20a.m. Her breakfast
is sitting on the dress1ng table.
Her hair is a total mess, and the
children are arguing.
She is nearly ready, only her
stockings to put on. Just then he r
husband walks in. He tells h er of
the article he h as read in d ealing
with the importance of "in-depth"
convers at ions in t he pastoral
marriage. Since h e is ready and
h as seven m inutes to sp are, he
wonders if there is any thing she
would like to share?
Sh e glares at him- all week
long she had been trying to ha vc
an "in-depth" conversation with
her husband. But every time she
tried, he w a s either immersed in
a thick theological book or on the
phone or out! In annoyance she
tugs extra h ard at one of her
s tockings and puts runs in them!
They were the only ones that
match her dress.
In a frenz y of panic she rips
off her clothes a nd rummages
through her wardrobe. Her other
two Sabbath outfits a re at the
clean ers. She has no choice but to
wear what she wore last week
and hope no one w ill notice. Sh e
couldn't find the shoes to match
her outfit. The children had used

them several days earlier to play
hide-and-seek and had forgotten
where they hid them[
At 8:45 a.m. they are finally in
the car. Her husband, who hates
to be late for church, is no longer
in the mood for an "in-depth"
conversation; the children are
arguing yet again. Her breakfast
is still sitting on the dressin g
table.
It's 11:15, Sabb ath School is
over, and she is exha u sted !
Twenty-five children to battle
with on her own, and they won
the battle! Just as she is abou t to
tell the children to go to divine
service, a c once rned mother
takes her aside. Sh e is worried
that the pastor's wife is teaching
the children "new theology"
w hen she asks them to pretend
that they are part of the Bible
story. W hile the pastor's w ife
affirms her be lief in the "old
theology," the kids run riot.
Divine service becomes yet
another fight. She and her four
children sit in the front row. All
eyes watch as her eldest daughter
suddenly develops a runny nose,
and, of course, has n o tissues.
The middle children erupt into a
fit of giggJes, and the youngest
starts to cry because he has left
his favorite Sabbath book at
horne. She has a headache an d
thinks of her breakfast sitting on
the dressing table.
During the service the organist
suddenly declares she cannot
p lay the second hymn. Not to be
daunted, her husband volunteers
her expertise on the organ.
Stru ggling with the four sharps
and three different time signatures,
she thinks of the "in-depth"
conversation she will have with
her husband at the first possible
opportunity.
Lunch is a whirlwind of noise
a nd confusion. Her youngest

declares in th e loudest voice he
can muster that the elder's wife's
food is" disgusting" (his favorite
ph rase at the m oment!); h er
eldest is still blowing her nose;
and the middle children have
now progressed to a fighting
match. Ten church members come
to have "in-depth" conversations
with her, and all she wants to do
is eat.
It is now 3:30 p .m., time for
AYS. Her children are restless,
and h e r head sti ll hurts. Sh e
decides to take refuge in th e
vestry before going to the
prog ram. Howe ver, the other
parents think she is holding a

flesus spenl every day

o/

greet the "land of oblivion" her
husband stomps into the b edroom and thumps on the light.
He has just had an "in-depth"
conversation with the elder who
q u estions his calling to the
ministry! Knowing that the peace
of sleep has been swiped out of
her grasp, she pulls herself up
into a sitting position and
acts as counselor to an agitated
husband! Some time later her
hea d touches the pillow once
again. Closing her eyes, she spies
her breakfast still sitting on the
d ressing ta ble!
Is that what "scattering His
love" represents to you-endless
giving? If so, you are on the road
to spiritual weariness, resentment,
and bitterness.

.9".Iu.lfl!!·

Jesus shows the way
Jesus spent every d ay of His
life scattering His Father's love.
He too struggled with endless
giving, and yet He handled it a
lot better th an we do. Jesus p u t
three principles into action from
which we too can benefit.

separate program for the younger
children. Before she can protest,
12 youngsters are left with her.
It is now time to go horne. She
and the children pile into the car
for the long journey horne. However, they all scramble out again
when her h u sb and appears with
two church members who need
a lift horne. Of course, th ey live
in opposite directions. Squeezed
into the back se at wi t h two
children balancing on her knees
(one with an elbow stuck in her
ear and the other tugging on her
neck), she wonders if this is what
"scattering His love" is all about?
Finally at ll:OO]~. rn. she crawls
into bed. Just as she is about to

1. Find rest in God's love.
Matth ew 14 describes a typical
day in the life of Jesus. Read it
and jot down the stresses and
strains He contended with. Note
in particular verse 23, where it
says Jesus sent everyone away
and spent time alone w ith God.
That was Jesus' first p lace of
rest-quiet time with H is Father.
"No other life was ever so
crowded with labor and
responsibility as was that of
Jes u s; yet how often He was
found in prayer! How constant
was His communion with God."1
Repeatedly the Bible tells
us that Jesus retired to quiet,
solitary places. There He found
rest in sharing the burdens that
emotionally drained Him, and

Jfis

life scallerin:; Jhs

Yaiher's laue.

Jfe lao

sfru:;yfecfwii£ endless
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nurture a group of friends with
there He let God minister to Him
to minister and p erh a ps m ade
whom we can l a ugh, share
by listening to His voice.
m ore converts, bu t He sen t them
positive and negative experiences,
Do we? For many of us our
home! This te ache s me that at
be enriched, and challenged
"quiet" times are far from silent.
times w e n eed to learn to say No!
spiritually.
Amid the hustle and bustle of our
Jesus did n ot urge upon u s the
noisy homes we skim over verses
In his book R esto ring Your
n ecessity of ceaseless toil. " It is
Spiritual Passion, Gordon
in our Bible, pray at the sp eed of
n ot wise to be always under the
Macdona ld 2 te lls u s that a
an electric typewriter, and d ash
strain of w ork a nd ex citemen t,
off b efore the Lord h as a chance
spiritual support grou p is vital to
even in m iniste rin g to men 's
keep a fresh our d esire to share
to say an ything to u s!
spiritua l n eed s; for in this w ay
Ch rist.
Rather, spend some quality
pe rsonal p iety is neglected, and
ln the distric t whe r e my
time with God. Find a little
the powers of mind and soul an d
husband and I ministe r now, the
"nook" in your home where y ou
body are ov~ rtaxed ." 3
will b e undisturbed. Open yourp as toral families come together
We can n ot control m any things
on a reg ular basis, and it is g reatl
self to the voice of God. " Be still"
in life, b ut we can control wh at
and absorb the presence , the
N ot only do we (including our
we say yes and no to. It is p robably
peace, the tranquillity, and the
the ha rd es t thing for u s as
strength of God.
p astoral w ives to d o because
If you cannot do tha t in
w e feel we "ought" to
your home, s eek out
do so muc h. But
Jlmid/£e hus!fe an d bus!fe of our
other pla ces where
it i s essen tial to
you w ill be able to
prevent sp iritual
noisy homes we shim ooer verses in our
lis t en to God 's
wearin ess.
v oice . One of our
Because we
J];£fe, pray al lb e speedof an eleclric
church members
as w omen tend
Jyp ewriler, and dash o/1before !be
a lways leaves fo r
to assume the
work earlier than
role o f nu rBardh as a chance lo say any!.J;;i25' lo
s he n ee d s to . On
turin g, to give
the way she p arks her
of o u r selves to
us/ !J?a!.her, spendsome rual/iy lime
car in a parking Jot and
others, we need to
wilb9od.
sits with God in quietness.
learn how to be kind
Listening to God as Jes us did
to ourselves. We shou ld
w ill revi talize your life and
have a time each day when
sooth e yo u r weariness and
we can do someth ing th at we
child ren), enjoy the socializing,
tiredness.
want-read, sew, exercise, learn
but we uplif t o n e a n oth er in
a new craf t, or meet a friend . I
prayer. Th is is a great source of
2. Find rest with each ather.
find that when I take time to do
strength. If, perhaps there is n o
Finding res t o r refreshment in
som ething I want for m yself, I am
our relationships w ith each other
one in y our area w h o yo u can
better able to m eet the need s of
relate to in this way, then ask God
w ill also h elp us to scatter His
oth ers.
to p rov ide fo r yo u r n eed . He
love more effectively.
truly w ilU
We all know how Jesus loved
Putting it into practice
to go to the h ome of M artha,
It's Sabbath. What a marvelous
3. Find rest within yourself.
Ma ry, and Lazar u s. They
op po r tunity for a t ypical
represen ted a group of people
J esu s also s h owed u s how to
minist er 's wife t o scatter His
"scatter H is love" by taking time
with whom He could sha ke off
love. Let's see how she does it
out for H imself.
H is sanda ls, curl up in a n
us ing the princip les we ha v e
easy chair, and be Himself. As
In Matth ew 1 4 we see Jesus
talked about.
ministers' wives we too need a
dismissing the crowds. When I
She awakes at 6:00a.m. feeling
first read t h is I was shocked .
place wh ere we do n ot fulfill any
refreshed because she went to
role or dem an ds, but w h ere we
Here Jesus h ad a group of people
be d at a reasonable hour. Sh e
to whom He could have continued
can be ou rselves. We n eed to
goes to her "sp ecial p1ace" and
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spends tim e w ith God. In the
quietness of the early hours she
listens for God to speak with her.
She shares w ith Him all her
responsibilit ies as a pastor's
wife. It has been a hectic week,
but the Lord helped her find the
materials she needed to make her
Sabbath school class interesting.
Her children helped with the
prepara tions for the b ring-andshare lunch. Yesterday they had
fun together as one mixed a
salad dip and the other chopped
vegetables. During the week she
had asked someone else to do the
ch ildren's story.
By 7:45 a.m. her hair is washed
and dried and she has eaten her
breakfast. 13y 8:30 a.m. they are
in the car and drive to church
without the usual stress and
strain.
Church is not such a drain on
her emotionally and physically.
Sh e is learning to express her
n eeds and kindly a s ks the
church m embers to help with her
responsibilWes. Some do not like
it, but in her quiet times with
God she li stens to the love and
acceptance that He has for her
and is less concerned about others'
opinion of her.
She and her husband no longer
try to squ eeze in " in-depth "
con ver sa tions . Knowing the
importan ce of their relationship
to each other and their children,
one evening a week is set aside
for them.
ln church they sit in the front
scat, but a s she docs not feel
" drain e d," s h e can deal w ith
the u sual problems without too
much hassle! At lunch s h e
happily lis ten s to the church
memb e rs' problems. Reg ular
" time -out" in the week mean s
that s he is better able to b e
responsive to the needs of others.
In the afternoon sh e takes h er

children for a walk. She finds it
restful, and h er youngsters enjoy
it. Ye s, there are some who
criticize h er for not being at the
afternoon program s, but she is
now confident en ough to say no.
Her spiritual group has been
praying that she will be strong
enough to do what is best for her
family.
Sh e and the ch ild ren have a
picnic supper in the park. When
it's time to go home, her husband
has on ly one ch urch member in
the car. After the last disaster
they have discussed ho w
impractical it is to chauffeur two
extra people.
On reaching home, they all eat
together. After the pressure of a
busy Sabbath, they try to have
some fun t ogether. She a lso
phones a member of her sr iritual
support group. She has decided
to phone a m ember once a month.

As they share th e day's events,
laugh, and promise to pray for
each other, she feels refreshed
and rested.
She puts the ch ildren to bed . As
usual, there is the late-night call
from the elder, and she provides
th e "li stening ea r " for h e r
husband. But she doesn 't resent
it as much as she u sed to. She has
found "rest" in her friendship
w ith God, she has found "rest"
w ith her special friends, and she
has found "rest" w ithin herself.
As she switches off the ligh t to
go to sleep she notices there is no
breakfast sitting on the dressing
~b ~!

~

1
Ellen G. W hite, The Desire of Ages
(Mountain View, Calif: PaCific Press Pub.
Assn., 1940), p. 362.
2
N ashville, Oliver-N elson Books, 1986.
3
White, p. 362 .

B orel, fie/p me lo sari auf wfial g
shoulddo firs!, secondandlhird
loday andlo no/fry lo do euerylfii'n!J
al once andnolhin!J well 9iue me I fie
wisdom Ia defeyale whal g can andIa
order I fie lhinys g can'I defe!Jale7 Ia
say no when g needIa, and!.he sense
lo hnow when Ia !JO home.
-Marion Wright Edelman
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Galc£%w Visions
Waueney !l/(arfinborou!Jh

isioning" is a worthwhile
exercise. It is now a trend
in institutions, businesses
and corp orations. "Visioning"
results in growth and overall
success. Remember, it is without
a v is ion that the people perish
(see Prov. 29:18). Since 1995 was
the interna tional year of the
wom an, yea, of the Adventist
woman, and much more the
Adven tist clergy woman, let u s
engage in this valuable activity.
You as k, " What should we
'vision ' about?" While it is true
that you may have lofty visions
of your own, you can add more
to your list. Catch new visions of
yo ur role as wives. Catch new
visions of the Shepherdess Club.

V

A new vision of our role

The s un h as set on another
year. At the dawn of the New
Year, some would suggest that
we look "back to the past," others
th at we " face the future." It

Waveney Martinborough is an educator by
profession having taught at all levels. Her last
assignment was acting Chairperson of tile
Faculty of Education at Caribbean Union
College. Previously, she served as Shepherdess
Coordinator and Women's Ministries Director
for the Caribbea n Union. Now she is the
Director of Women's Ministries for the lnterAmerican Division. Her hobbies are reading,
gardening, sports, and working with the
computer.

10 7/:e :/ournal, First Quarter 1998

wo uld seem that the t wofaced god, Janu s, has brought
resolution to the issue by facing
both the past and the future.
With our faces to the past we
see hundreds of notable women
of spirit who hav e made
significant contributions during
the 150 years of A d ventism .
Literary ladies like Annie Smith,
Minerva Chapman; persistent
wom en like A nna Knight, Kate
Lindsey; outspoken females like
Mrs. Couch a nd Rachel Oakes
Preston! The li s t is e ndlessmany w omen have l eft their
footprints in the Ad ventist sands
of time.
With our faces to the past we
see our joys a nd sorro ws, our
failures and victories, but w ith
our fa ces to the future we can
catch new visions of our roles.
For som e, that role might be team
ministry. For oth er s, it might
be children 's ministry, welfare
ministry, women's m inistr y,
youth ministry, fa mily life
ministry, Bible studies ministry
to small groups of interested
persons . Whatever ministry, let
u s en vis ion the th r ill we can
experience wh en we lead souls to
Christ.

fa ll. I b e lieve it is the devil 's
studied efforts to keep u s from
coming together as clergy wives.
You see he can m ore easily get
to us w hen we are separa ted. He
can make us feel sorry for ourselves, he can tempt u s w ith loss
of identity and nag u s w ith a
feeling of low self worth. As
th ese thou ghts ta ke rooc we
withdraw within ourselves, sink
into despa ir and ne gate our
u sefu lness. Then t h e d evil
stan ds b ack and laughs, he has
won ! It is high time for us to
ca tch a n ew visi on of the
Shepherdess Club as a support
system for u s. Clergy wives need
a forum where we can "let down
our h a ir" and express our
feelings and our fru strati ons
w ith no fear of rep risals. We
n eed to know we can trust each
other, and that tru s t can only be
developed as we interact with
onean o thcr in the Shepherdess
Clubs a n d wo rk together in
church and community outreach
program s.
Under God, we coordinators are
committed to the wholehearted
support of the Shepherdess Clubs.
What abou t you, d ear sponsor,
dear p resident? And what about
you, dear shepherdess? Why not
New vision of Shepherdess
pray and work towards that end?
Club
"Up, for this is the day ... " is our
United we s tand, divided we 1 watchword! May God bless you!cr
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Barbara Huff writes from Moscow, Russia,

where she works in the Euro-Asia Division
office as an Administrative A ssistan t. She is
the mother of two adult children and grandmo ther to Ka tie,
age seven and
Oliver, age three.
She is a f reelance
writer and a
serious amate ur
photographer. Her

in terests inclu de
bird watching,
shell co llecting,
croch eting, and
knitting.
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s uggests
in
Philippians that we are
to be content in all
things. This is a text that may be
quoted to a pastor's wife when
s he is feelin g res tless and
uncomfortable with her situation.
Basically it's good advice, but is
it possible to become too content?
This happened to me.
My husb and , Lee, and I had
been in the sam e con feren ce in
North America for 15 years-yes,
that's right, a record-setting 15
years! We h ad b egun our stin t
there w ith hi m serv ing as
conference secretary. Then after
a few years, h e was e lect ed
p resident. I loved my job in the
conference office, and after many
years of ta king whatever flexible
job I could find so I could fit into
school sch e dules and church
work, it seemed that I h ad finally
come into my own.
Both of u s said tha t profes sionally, w e should probably
mo ve one more time b efore
retirement. Maybe we were in a
rut. Maybe the field needed new
b lood. Fifteen years in the same
home i s long enough to have
divided the tulips in the flower
garden, redecorated the h ouse
and put down deep, deep roots.
We knew who belonged to which
family throughout the conference.
We had seen children start first
grade an d enter college. It was
truly home, and we loved it.

( /J
J

Early in August 1995, we h ad
driven 130 miles to our church's
youth camp to attend a retreat
for pastoral families. This was
always a happy, relaxed week,
and we were eager to be with our
workers. We got settled in our
cabin, greet ed the families a s
the y arrived and ate supper.
The first meeting was to s tart at
about 7 o'clock. My husband had
or ganized the service, a nd one
of th e pastor s was leadin g a
son g service in th e lodge. Lee
was sittin g on the front row in
readiness. We anticipated growth,
love, and comp anionship during
the next few d ays.
About this time 1 remembered
one phone call that I n eeded to
make . I s lipped into the office of
the lodge and discovered that
s omeon e e lse was using the
phon e, so I stood quietly waiting
until it was free. ln just a moment
th e woman wh o was using the
phon e, hung up and turned to
leave. Startled to see m e standing
there sh e said, "That call was
actually for you. You're to call your
neighbor. There's been a storm and
your house is damaged."
Know ing my neighbor's
number by heart, I quickly dialed
and heard the sh aky voice on the
other end of the line tell m e that
a tree h ad been snapped off in a
s torm and had fallen onto and
through th e roof of our home,
over our bedroom.
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I slipped up to the front row
w he re Lee was ready to begin
the meeting. I whispered the news
to him, and he turned in disbelief
and a s ked, "Our hous e? Our
house?" He stood and gave the
shortest greeting he has ever given
and then made the announcement
that we would b e leaving
immediately. Several m en and
women came and volunteered to
go back with us to the city to help.
That was a very long two and
a half-hour trip. At first we talked
about what ifs and possibiht1es.
Then as we pulled into our little
town, we both became ~'ilent, just
short of the point of holding our
breaths.
The first thing we checked w as
the outside of the house and the
tree itself. We saw with relief that
the tree had rolled off the roof
and onto the ground in the only
clearing in the back y ard. We
experienced emotions which
were a cross between reluctance
and e a gernes s as we entered
the ho u se . When w e s a w the
bedroom, we sighed with relief.
In spite of the more than 3 x 6 foot
gap in the ceiling, it could have
been mu ch worse. It had rained
six inches in a very short time
and everything was wet- but
there didn't seem to be a lot of
perma nent damage.
Two m en started removing
furniture and wet, s oggy
ins ula tion which had scattered
throughout the room. When the
furniture was cleared, they pulled
up the wet carpet. My husband
had ch ecked do w nsta irs and
found that the water had just
beg un dripping into a storage
area. Other helpers mov ed the
mountain of things which were
on the shelves there. Because of
the fast work, not one box was
even dampened.
The women turned thei r
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attention to emptying out the
drawers of waterlogged clothjng.
The closet was at the other end
of the bedroom, so the hanging
clothes were spared. In the wee
hours of the morning, with the
roof patched and the dam age
under control, the pastors' wives
left for a nearby home, a truck
with three p astors returned to the
camp, and two pa stors spread
out their sleeping bags on our
living floor to sleep. Our guest
room downstairs became ou r
bedroom for the next month. The
next morning, w ith chain saws in
hand, the able pa stors be ga n
cutting the branches from th e
century-old tree.
Before we had turned out the
lights to sleep that morning, I
h a d said to m y husband, "Do
you think the Lord is trying to tell
us something? Is He nudging us
to get the house ready to sell so
we can move on to the next
appointment H e has for us?"
The insurance company agreed
that the
w ater dam age
neces sitated new carpeting and
fresh decorating throughout the
up stairs. The insurance eve n
paid for a complete ne hl roof.
Moving complete ly out of
the up s tairs gave u s a very
good opportunity to sort ou r
posse ssions which led to discarding, selling, and giving away
things w e didn't need. With the
upstairs all fresh and clean, we
decide to p a int and reca r pet
the do w nstai rs, giving u s a
completely renovated home.
"Is the Lord trying to tell us
s omething?" I kept asking. All
the time w e kept w orking at our
jobs as if God intended us to stay
there forever. It w as quite a shock
when we w ere approached a few
months later with the possibility
of mov ing to Russia. We knew
that God had certainly gotten our

attenti on , b u t this p o ssibili ty
was m ore trau m a tic th an the
exp er ienc e of th e tree fa lling
throu gh the roof. This is one time
when H e certainly didn 't sp eak
in a still small voice!
As the Russia p ossib ility
w as d eveloping, ou r conference
Women's Retre at was h eld .
Months before the speaker had
as k ed me t o learn and then
sing a song to go with her p resenta tions. The chorus of the song
says, "Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
J h ave hea rd you callin g in the
n ight. I w ill go, Lord, if you lead
me. I will h old your p eople in m y
heart." As I met with my frien ds
for what would p erh aps b e the
last tim e, can you im agine how
difficult it was to hold my secret
in my soul? Can you imagine how
I p rayerfully sang that song?
By this time we d ecid ed that if
the call came, we w ould a ccept.
H ow cou ld we do otherw ise? The
time came to put our h ou se on
th e m a r ke t, an d Lee w en t t o
Russia to begin h is w ork. Our
fres hl y d ecorate d hou se that
sported a new roof sold in less
than a week We sold possessions,
stored oth er p ossessions, said
goo d -b y e to o ur families and
m ov e d to Mosco w. We w ere
secure in th e fact that w e were
w h ere God wanted us to be .
The Bible tells u s to b e conten t,
b ut there is a danger of becoming
too content. He us ually speaks in
a still sm all voice, bu t som etimes
H e shouts. Many people rece ive
calls to move and th eir h ouses
don't sell, ours d id .
The end results arc the sa me if
you have put your li fe in His
han ds. Whatever it takes to get
your attention, it's comforting to
know that you are w here Go d
w ants you to b e at the m oment
and that when H e wants you to
m ove, He will let you know. ~
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Pastor Marc and M rs. Phyllis Beaven have
pastored churches in Maryland, Delaware,
Florida, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. They
are now pastoring in Warner Robins, Georgia.
The Beavens luwe also held 17 evangelistic
series in Romania and in the stlltrs in which
they have pastored. Together they have held
numerous Vegetarian Cooking Schools, Stop
Smoking programs,
Stress Seminars,
Love Seminars, etc.
Most recently, they
have led out in
Family Finance
Seminars.
Phyllis is a f ulltime mother to their
twin sons, Gabriel
and Michael.
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ot long ago a Seventhday Adventist minister
was unhappily be moaning his lot in life . With two
small children and a long list of
bills to pay, it was essential that
his wife subsidize their income
b y worki n g outs ide the home.
Ch ro nica ll y ti re d and ov erworked , she h ad little time for
th eir children , much less
involvement with the church .
Lis tening to his account, there
was no wonder why he expressed
fru s tration ov er his financia l
picture . Howev e r, it became
apparent, as his story progressed,
that his problem had begun many
years ea rlier and w as the res ult
of a disregard for sound financial
planning .
The couple h ad married soon
after he graduated from seminary.
Between them they owed n early
$25,000 in e duc ation bills.
Although he av ily in d ebt they
promptly had a child, further
complicatin g their fin anci al
situation. Before long they realized
that they h ad not only lost control
of their money, but even worse,
money began controlling them .
Because of deb ts, a vacation, no
matter how inexpensive, was out
of the question. Also the possibility

X

of saving for a down payment on
a home was gone . And the wife
HAD to work outside the home,
forfeiting the choice to be a fulltime mother.
Now in contrast, let's consider
the s tory of another coupleMike and Anne.
Mike and Anne met in college
and decided to marry after their
graduation. Both worked during
the summer and p art-time during
the school year. They determined
not to m a rry until they were
free of d ebt, a decision which
helped them work harder so tha t
the we dding didn't hav e to
wait.
After th eir marriag e Anne
worked full-time w hile Mike
attende d s eminary. H e also h eld
a p a rt-time job. With youthful
energ y, a ca refully budgeted
income and no dependents, Mike
and Anne w e re abl e to le a ve
school w ith no debts. They had
als o m a naged to save several
hundred dollars.
After leavin g the seminary,
Mike and Anne were earning two
full-time p a ych eck s. H owever,
they agreed to live on only one.
What they could not afford to
pu rch as e w ith on e s alar y,
they chose not to buy a t a ll.
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After paying tithe and offerings
and taking a small a llowa n ce
fro m the second paycheck, the
remainder was deposited into a
joint savings account. From time
to time, money was transferred
to a certificate of deposit, which
offered even more interest. Out
of this bank account they
purchased furniture and cars.
They always payed cash. Seven
years after graduating from
seminary they had saved half
the mortgage for a house. They
purchased the house and decided
it was time to begin planning a
family.
As the children arrived, Anne
was able to choose to be at home
with them and enjoy them to the
fullest. The couple was used to
living on one paycheck, so there
was no drastic adjustment to
"losing" her income.
Seven years of saving, patience,
and foresight are now paying
off and w ill continue to do so for
the remainder of their lives.
While there are many frills this
ministerial couple will do withaut, their basic needs are
adequately met.
Ministerial couples acknowledge
there are many benefits to being
in the ministry, but perhaps pay
is not one of them. Financial
struggles, to some degree, are
inevitable. But how much more
sensible for the majo r struggles
to occur before the children
come, early in life when energy
levels will never be higher.
If you are still at an early stage
in your marriage, applying Mike
and Anne's financial strategies
can be v ery beneficial for you.
But maybe you are ten, fifteen,
or twenty years into married
life and some or many of your
financial decisions have been less
than brilliant. You can't back up
and begin again but there are
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things you can do to better your
financial picture.
Prepare a budget.
Follow it strictly until it
becomes a habit. Then you can
relax a bit as the habit becomes
ingrained for y ears to corn e.
Secure a 5-inch by 8-inch ledger
with several columns (3-6 per
page), and keep a page for all
the tax-related items: salary,
contributions, medical, utilities,
parsonage expenses, and
automobiles. I also keep track of
clothing expenses and magazine
expenses with expiration dates.
Keep a daily spending record for
two months to determine your
real budget and to get a handle
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on those miscellaneous expenditures that really add up. You'll
be amaz ed at how much you
spend on "little things."
Don't forget God wants us to
be prosperous (3 John 2).
Resist the temptation to use
credit cards except as a
convenience.
For example, gasoline credit
cards arc invaluable to those who
are paid once a month and who
need a handy, permanent record
of gasoline purchases. Credit

cards are also extremely useful in
. an emergency. However, using
credit for transitory items
like entertainment or eating out
should be avoided. These
pleasures are gone in a short
amount of time, but the payments can last for what seems
like an eternity. If you decide to
usc credit cards, do not pay just
the minimum payment if at all
possible, but rather pay them off
in full every month.
Debts too big?
Get a smaller house, an older
or smaller car. List payoff dates
and monthly payments to each
debt (except house). Keep that
list on the top of your stack of
bills, with a 3-inch by 5-inch card
of your budget. Refer often to
that list and keep reminding
yourself of each step of finanda l
freedom progress until you reach
Financial Freedom Day.
Great savings vehicles available
now.
Have the conference sign you
up for a TSA (Tax-Sheltered
Annuity) by deducting $100 a
month from your paycheck. Even
if you start at age 42, you'll be
able to receive $1,000 a month
when you retire.
Seven and a half years to
financial freedom.
If both of you work after
getting married, defer having
children for seven years, live on
one salary, save the rest. In seven
years, the wife can "retire," have
kids ("and really go to work"),
buy a house virtually for cash,
and never have to work outside
the home again. And soon, there
will be v irtually no house
payments or rent.
Church school plan.
Set aside an amount equal to

church school tuition (currently
about $150 a month) from the day
a child is born. Save it for six
years, with interest, twelve
months of the year. When the
child starts school, pay it to the
school for ten months, add the
other two months to savings.
Adjust yearly for inflation.
By the time the child is ready
for academy, there will be
enough saved to put him through
academy and college at the same
$150 a month (adjusted for
inflation) as yo u paid the
elementary school, assuming the
chlld earns half his expenses for
academy and college. Getting
scholarships will be a bonus!
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Set aside some money for
savings each month
Save each month no matter
how small the amount. If you are
a two-income family, try living
on one income and saving the
second one. A job paying only $5
per hour will yield about $750
per month after taxes. Deducting
tithes, offerings, and a personal
allowance of $75 per month will
yield a savings income of about
$6,000 per year. In seven years at
seven percent compounded
interest, the accumulated funds
would amount to about $55,000.
And of course, ask for God's
guidan ce and blessings as you do
your best. A limited income is a
shining challenge to exalt our
limitless God.
So even if your financia l
s ituation looks rather dreary,
with planning, prayer, and
perseverance you can beat the
greenback blues!
<t'l

Antonise Pita is the w1je of Elder Eden Pita.
She and her husband live and work in Brazil.

dam and Eve, the first
husband and wife, were
creat ed by God to be
companions to one another. If we
look into the divine motives for
the reason of this union, we w ill
find the fundamental objective
for marriage: the account in
Genesis says that it was not good
that man should be alone. He
needed a "mate" to share in his
love and happiness. Therefore,
the Lord made Eve from Adam
himself, so that she would feel as
a part of him, a suitable helper,
the happy companion of her
husband.
In his heart, a man does not
expect his wife to be an outs tandin g house cleaner or
laundry woman, etc. He does
want her to be a faithful and
cheerful companion, willing to
live with him, loving and understanding him, caressing him and
h elping him; he wants her love
for her husband to be the highest
priority in her life, second only
to the love for God.
As ministers' wives we have a
great responsibility on our
shoulders. The Lord's servant, in
the book Adventist Home, page
355, says: "The wife of a minister
of the gospel can be either a most
successful helper and a great
blessing to her husband or a

7.he :/ourna/; First Quarter 1998 15

hindrance to him in his work. It
depends very much on the wife
whether a minister will rise
from day to day in his sphere of
usefulness, or whether he will
sink to the ordinary level.''
The wife's influence speak s
decidedly and unmistakably for
or against the truth.
Among the wives in Israel
there is one that I appreciate very
much . I want to introduce you to
the one we can call a "peacemaker." Sister White describes
her in the book Patriarchs and
Prophets, page 667, as follows:
" Wo uld that there were many
more like this woman of Israel,
who w ould soothe the irritated
feelings, prevent rash impulses,
and quell great evils by words of
calm and well-directed wisdom."
Sisters, what generosity in the
commen dation! We all would feel
joy to hear s uch words about
ourselves. Who is this fortunate
woman? In 1 Samuel 25:3, we
read: " ... his wife's name was
Abigail. She was an intelligent
and beautiful woman, ... "
The catastrophe began when
the tempestuous N abal, Abigail's
husband, became entangled in
difficulties with David. Furious,
David wanted to destroy him.
Showing rare wisdom and tact,
Abigail dissuaded Dav id of his
evil intent.
Sister White proceeds saying,
"With kind words she sou ght to
sooth his irritated feelings, and
she pleaded w ith him in behalf
of h er husband. With nothing of
ostentation or pride, but full of
the wisdom and love of God ,
Abigail revealed the strength of
her devotion to her household"
(p. 666).
Today the world and the church
need more wives with the spirit
of Abigail. You and I can help our
husbands immensely if, b y the
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grace of God, we are true Christian
peacemakers, as w as Abigail.
Dear co-disciples, our spouses
- these great men of God,
messengers of the Lord Jesu s
Christ- suffer with the problems
of those who were bought with
the blood of the Savior. And how
they n eed u s! How they need
our support and good sense.
How they n eed to find in us a
companion who really feels that
she is the wife of a missionary:
a wife w ho learned to be in
perman en t communion with the

0
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Lord; a wife who knows how to
p ray with her husband, holding
hands; a wife who can be of good
cheer, by the grace of God; a
conscious w ife who knows that
with gentle b eh avior, the careful
w ord spoken in due time may
provide happiness and support
to this great man w ho holds su ch
heavy responsibili tic s in his
noble mission on earth.
May God grant that we might
all feel what it really means to be
the wife of a missionary and be
true peacemakers.
t1
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he Bible tells of many
women who were honored
by God because of their
role in the special minis try. One
of them is Abiga il who was
described as "A woman of good
understanding and a beautiful
countenance" (1 Samuel 25:3,
KJV) or an "intelligent beautiful
woman" (NIV).
Beauty and brains seldom go
together perfectly, but Abigail
had them both. Even without
seeing her actual face, one could
visualize what she really looked
like. Perhaps if she lived in our
day, she would have been a
beauty queen- a Binibining
Pilipina or a Miss Univer se
candidate. However, beauty is
less emphasized in this
articulation. The Bible emphasizes
her good understanding or
extraordinary discernment.
Who was this woman Abigail?
The Bible is silent about her
family background, s he is
introduced simply as the wife of
Nabal who was mean and
snobbish, " churlish and evil in his
doings." Nahal lacked gratitude.
He paid evil for good. David and
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Mrs. Maxima F. Yap is the Shepherdess
director for the Western Mi ndanao
Conference in the Philippines.

his men had protected Nabal' s
flock in the hills of Carmel, but he
refused to recognize such favo r.
Hence, David and his 400 men
decided to go on a hunger strike
until the whole household of
Nabal was annihilated .
What really made Abigail great
was her agility and sweet-natured
disposition. Instead of nagging
or blaming her selfish and callous
husband, she devised a unique
plan to save the entire household.
Her actions turned anger into
sublime admiration. She was
a woman of f' Cac e with an
uncalculated love for truth. She
was never a firebrand to kindle
tumult. She was hard wo rking
and never clogged her mind wi th
empty talks, gossips, or tal ebearin g. H er devotion to
accomplish something worthwhile was unrelenting. Had she
been idle and careless, she could
have caused a blood bath to her
very own family. But her timely
appearance on the scene caused
David to say, "Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel which sent thee this
day to meet me" {verse 32).
The words of David we re
expressions of explicit admiration
for Abigail's heroic and selfless
deed. The advice she gave was

fitting. No fl atterer! Hence ,
David felt th at Abigail became
the most unsun g h ero- th e
woman of the hour.
Are there Abigails in our m id st
today, in the church , in the home,
or in the community? Are hou sewiv es p laying th eir role s as
m ak ers of peaceful homes and
communities?
Are
th ere
h ousewives w ho know how to
cool off their husband s' heads in
tim es of troub le? Are there
modern Abigails who can spurn
petty arguments that can cause
upset and try to find the best
measure to perfume the sullied
relationships among members of
the family, the church, and the
community?
Today God ' s peop le a re
standin g on th e thre shold of
uncertainty. Many husban ds are
d rawn to commit crimes because
of the careless dealings of their
wives. Juvenile delinquency has
become a pestilent situ ation
beca u se com m u nity lead e rs
become desperate in dealing
with it.
The call of God for modern
Abigails is exigent. The remnant
church needs women of good
understanding to h elp p repa re
souls fo r heaven.
<t'l
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7f Boo£al7ransfersJ.£ere are Y?oses in lhe Jhorns

y husband and I trained
as pastors at the same
college b efore we
married. After graduation in
1982, I w as assigned a district in
our conference. But because of
his blindness, my fiance had a
difficult time finding employment;
the conference found it difficult
to employ him because of his
disability. However, he soon
found employment at the college
where we had trained. He was as
a p a rt-time teacher for blind
students. We m arried on October
23, 1983. We were unable to stay
together for some months. Later,
he was assigned to pastor at one
of our mission schools, and I w as
the girls' dean.
We worked for 11 mon ths at the
m ission and it was there that
our first b ab y arri ved. Then
there arose some a dministrative
problems, and m y husband was
transferred to another place to
pastor an urban district. We were
n otified about the transfer an d
informed we would have to leave
our home in less than 36 hours.
The truck which was going to
carry our g oods was scheduled
to come at 4 a.m. and there was
no one to h elp us pack! The
schools had closed and all the
students and the majority of the
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staff memb rs had gone to their
homes. All of my acquaintances
at the mission had left. Life was
like the little book of Revelation
that was sweet in the mo uth and
sour in the stomach.
The transfer left m e with no
job. My husband's salary was
small so we could not afford to
employ anyone to help us p ack.
I was not yet stron g enough to
do he avy manu a l work. The
b aby was still too y oung to b e
left alone for long hours. My
husb an d could not do much to
help me. I did not h ave enough
containers and strings to pack
and tie m y goods. Some of the
goods were too h eavy for me to
lift. We were in a bind. Though
the situation seemed desperate,
I do not remem b er pray ing
as king for God's h e lp at that
unbearable moment. Neither did
I shed a tear nor murmur. I
accepted the situation as it was.
A lthou gh 1 could no t really
understand why thing s had
occurred the way they had, 1 felt
comforted and ha d peace of
mind.l was sure I would be somewhere by sunset.
God has promised that He will
not leave us t o suffer by ourselv es. He is the Omniscient,
Omnipresent and Omnipotent

ab out to rain and the sky wa s
One. He loves each one of us
and is always ready to help. He
dark. The truck driver quickly
helped us unload our goods from
knows what we can and cannot
handle. God had planned how to
the truck and load our colleagues
help me th rough this stressful
goods back onto the truck.
He then left. O u r goods were
period in our lives even before it
occurred. Late in the afternoon,
scattered all over the yard . My
husband and I felt helple ss.
a day before leaving the mission,
two ladies arrived at the school.
The neighbors did not know us
They had received letters inviting
and showed no concern at our
dilemma. I took our baby indoors,
them to a First Aid course that
w rapped him in blankets and put
was going to be con ducted at the
campus. VVhcn they arrived, they
him to sleep right on the floor. I
began carrying the light boxes
found ou t there were no such
in s ide. Finally only the bed s,
p lans. In fact, no one h ad written
a b ig war drobe, a four -p la te
letters announcing a meeting of
that nature. It was already too
ele ctric stove, a six-foot tall
late to go the long distances back ' refrigerator, a three-door kitchen
unit, and some other he avy
home. They came to my house
and asked for boarding. Though
goods stood outside the house.
I was busy, I welcomed them and
prepared food for them. I did not
tell them that we were going to
leave the following morning.
g rueslioned9 ad's
However, they noticed how busy
I was and were inquisitive as to fairness. g d.idnolmulerwhy I was bus ily packing. I
slandhow a lawny 9 ad
explained my situation to them.
The ladies were sympathetic
woufdle! us yo lhrouy£
and offered to help. They relieved
such a hardlime.
me from packing duties and
asked me to care for the restless
baby while they did the job. They
went into the kitchen and nicely
The dark clouds threaten ed
wrapped all the pots, cutlery,
heavy rain drops. Then the wind
china and glassware. They cleared
blew strongly from all directions
the dining room, the lounge and
and dispersed the douds. Within
finally the bedrooms. They did a
minutes the sky w as clear. But
great job; in fact I had never seen
the
problem was not all solved .
human hands pack so efficiently.
Pa
rt
of the lugga ge was s till
I had no doubt God sent me
outside
a nd I was tired and
an gels. The followin g morning,
hungry.
the truck arrived at 3:30a.m. The
I went into the h ouse and
good ladies helped me carry the
thought
deeply. Although I didn't
goods out of the house and load
grumble
verbally, I qu estioned
them in the truck. We bade each
God's
fairness.
I did not underother farewell and we left.
stand
how
a
loving
God would
Once we arrived a t our new
let
u
s
go
through
such
a h ard
home, w e met the pastor w h ose
time.
Then
suddenly,
somebody
place m y husband was taking.
knocked on the door. It was one
He was using the same truck to
of our members w ho had com e
move his belong ings. It was

to check if their outgoing pastor
w a s st ill there. H e help ed me
carry the goods into the h ouse. It
w as not an easy task though. The
struggle left m e with a dislocated
right leg joint. But I thanked God
for another angel. "The angel of
the Lord encamp eth round about
them that fear him, and delivcreth
them . 0 taste and see that the
Lord is good: b lessed is the m an
that truste th in Him" (Psalms
34:7, 8). It took me more than a
month to put thi ngs in order.
Aft er a few mon th s, I
fami1iarized with my neighb ors
and discovered tha t they were
good and caring peop le. Although
they were not Adventists, they
were altogether underst anding
a n d help fu l. They sometimes
helped with baby sitting w hen I
w a s pressed w ith work ; the y
watered the garden, ironed the
clothes, and did various other
duties t o help me. They w ere
wonderful to me . We b efriended
m ost of them. Praise G od two
families are strong in the Lord
today. We have left that d istrict
but th e cords of fel lowship
be t ween u s and our former
neighbors are still strong.
God has not promised us honey
and milk p erpetually. But God
has p ut roses am ong the thorns.
Transfers are a part of life of those
in the m in istry. We need to pay
more attention to the roses and
strive to find ways to pick them
out of the thorns. Life is n ot yet
over. Transfers will cont inue
u ntil Jesus comes. We all know
that very soon we are going to be
transferred from our comfortable
houses to uncomfortable hom es
in th e mounta ins and jungles
during the time of trouble. Today
I take the problems I encm.nter
du rin g our transfers as a
challenge; I look for roses in the
thorn s.
0
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Euro-Asia Division
(r North Caucasus Conference:
On July 7, 70 pastors' wives held
a two-day meeting in Maikop.
Their main topic wa s interrelationships in the family and in
the church.
tl Central Conference: On
July 6-8 the shepherdesses met in
Poldolsk. Mary Kula kova,
conference coordinator, spoke
especially to the young wives.
Lydia Stolyar, Union coordinator,
spoke on financial stability in the
pastor's home.
tl West Conference: For a
week in July, all the pastors and
their families met at a sanitarium
and listened to presentations on
various topics.
(r Belarus Conference: Raisa
Ostrovskaya, the president's wife
of Belarus Conference, spoke on
the subject of love. H er sermons
were well received, and it is
p lanned that they will be
published in the Euro-Asia
Division Pastors' Wives Journal.
Inter-American Division
0 Cayman Islands Mission

Mrs. Ruth McKinney gives the address
at the Pinning Ceremony in the Cayman
Islands Mission.
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Mrs. Ruth McKin ney reads the pledge

to the new pastoral wives.
tl Costa Rica:

N orth American Divisi on
0 Arizona Conference h osted
a shepherdess breakfast a t the
stately old H assayampa H otel in
dow ntown Prescott. The pomp
and ceremony of a by-gone a ge
was ev idenced b y the service,
greetings, and celebrity p hotos
t h a t ado rne d the w a lls . The
antique treasu res and objects of
art w ere of keen interest to the
p astors ' wives who are collectors!
The w o m en enjo yed a wa rm
atmo sphere o f fellowship and
grea t food!
<'I Dakota Conference:

A group of pa stors' wives from the
Costa Rica Mission met in
Orotina Adventist Camp to celebrate a
spiritual retreat. There was time f or
classes, group prayer, sports, and
recreation.
0 Venezuela-Antilles Union:

A group of pastors' wives from the East
Venezuela M ission at one of their
meetings. In the middle of the fi rs t row
is M rs. Ruth de Zuniga, the chapter
director.

Olivia and A manda Dahl and Pastor
Duane Maracle just before their
baptism. They received Bible studies
f rom Bonnie Maracle, the pastor's wife.
0 Texas Conference:

Texas Conference pastors' wives held
their annual Shepherdess Club meetings
August 3-5 in Corpus Christi. A prayer
group included from left: Beverly
Gifford, Buffy Halvorsen, Dickie
Martin, and Susie Gleason, with her
back to the camera.

South American Division

South Silo Pau lo Conference pastors' wives' meeting
Central Peru Conference shepherdess meeting and birthday
party for the pastoral wives

Central Peru Conference Shepherdess Retreat for all the
pastors' wives

Sao Luiz, Brazil: A group of pastors ' wives sang
il special message in a meeting for pastors
and their spouses.

Southern Asia Divi sion
\"1 North Tamil Conference: Mrs. Chandra William
George, at Mallavadi, conducted evangelistic m eetings
w ith the help of her husband. Praise to the Lord that 19
souls were baptized.
Nea rl y 30 shepherdesses attended a tw o-day
shepherdess seminar conducted, June 10 and 11, at Neyveli.
Hepz ibah Kore led out, and topics included the fishbowl
syndro m e, s piritua l fitness, expectat ions of the
shepherdess, the role of the shep herdess in husband's
ministry, nutrition, and healthful living. Leah Simon is the
new Shepherdess Coordinator.
\"1 South Kerala Sec tion : A two-day shep he r dess
seminar was cond u cte d in May at Ka wd iar,
Thiruvananthapuram. H epzibah Kore, South India Union
Shepherdess Coordina tor, led out in the program. The
seminar was inaugu rated by Pastor P. K. Matthew and the
Section President. In his message, he stressed the fact that
each shepherdess is not only a light of the house but also
the light of the church . The highlight of the seminar was
the witnessing section.
0 Bidar Region: Thangamma Sukumar headed an adult
lite racy program. Thus far, the pastors' wives in Bidar have
won 53 souls for the Lord.
\"1 South Tamil Conference: Jasmine Paul Edison,
Kanthamani Sigamani, Victoria Jeeva, and Packiathai, who
is retired, are givin g Bible studies in h omes. Th us far two
souls have been baptized.
Huldah Paulasi r conducts a Branch Sabbath School with
Vasantha Rajku mar in her home. Nearl y 45 Orthodox
Hindu children attend. They have memorized the Ten
Commandments and Psalms 91. They bring special pray er
requests, and they have been answered. Th ey strongly
believe in prayer and come to the house to pray before
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they go to examinations.
A two-day s h epherdess
seminar was conducted June 23
and 24 a t Dind ugal. Frances
Campbell, Southern Asia Division
Sh epherdess Director; Hepzibah
Ko r e, Southern India Union
Shepherdess Coordinator; and
Jean Sundaram, South Tamil
Con ference
Sheph erdess
Coordinator, gave valuable
instruction. The fishbowl syndrome,
physical fitness, and food and
nutrition , were some of the items
discussed. The h ighlight of the
program was a carrot cake and
patties demonstration given by
Frances Campbell.
Mary Barnabas spread the love
of Jesus to two souls who lived
in Kumb akonam, and they were
baptized at their local church.
Kamalam Manickam, a retired
Bible worker, shares a heartening
story about the day she visited a
church member who lived near
the railway station. As she came
out of the house, she saw an old
lady s t anding in front. She
greeted her and discovered that
she was the grandmother of a
pupil studying at the schooL The
ten-year-old is crippled. Right
there on the road she told her
about God and His he alin g
power. She also invited her to
church. The next week she was
in church, and Kamalam invited
her back. She began attending
regularly. She was soon baptized.
Kamal am believes that very soon
other members of the family will
also become Chris tians. Praise
God!
t1 Goa-West Kama taka Region:
Shepherdesses Sampooranam
Pitchai and Venmathi Stephenraj,
gathered children in Panjim, Goa,
and taught them songs and
stories. As a result, five adults
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were baptized and ten more are
to be baptized soon.
Mala ~la rtin is an active
pastor's wife at Gataprabba; for
the last three years, she has
conducted a Vacation Bible
School for Hindu and Muslim
children in the area. Now the
group has grown so that the
children's programs are regularly
conducted in the church.
Roo pa Louis spends time
vis iting peop le in oth er
communities and praying with
them . Most are Hindus. God has
performed miracles for some of
the families. A child in the village
chairman's h ouse was unable to
walk because of a prolonged
illness. Roopa and her h usb and
continuously visited them and
prayed for the child and the
family, and the boy began to
recover. As a result, the mother
and grandmother are now
studyin g the Bible with great
interest. This may open the way
for other communities to learn
more about Jesus.
Hepzibah Kore and her husband
conducted evangelistic m eetings
in Ja!Jahalli, Bangalore. Nearly
100 children attended.

the meetings. Glenda Catane,
Central Philippines Union
Shepherdess Coordi nator, and
Pleny Camagay, South Philippine
Union Shepherdess Coordinator,
were resp o n s ible fo r the
programming. Music and
testimonies highlig hted the
events. Local conference choirs
shared their magnificent voices
to the blessing of all w h o
at tended. Guest spea kers
included Dr. Virginia Smith ,
Children's Ministries Director of
the General Conference; Evelyn
Omana, Inter-American Division
Shepherd ess
Coordin ator;
Jeanine Preast, fr om the
Washington Conferen ce in the
North American Division; and
Sharon Cress, fro m the General
C onference. A Sabbath highlight
was the baptism of 12 people
who had given their hearts to
Jesus during the evangelistic
m eetings of Mrs. Ruth Aguilar,
from the North Mindinao
Conference.

tl South Karnataka Se ction
conducted a seminar for the
pastors' wives, July 26 and 27, at
Lowry Memorial Junior College.
It was the first meeting of this
kincl . The Sabbath services were
conducted by the 48 pastors'
wives in attendance.

Southern Asia-Pacific Division
6 Central
and
South
Ph ilippine Unions: Over 1,700
pastors and their wives attended
th e World Ministers Council
at Mountain View College.
Mrs. Netty Rantung, Division
Shepherdess Coordinator, h osted

Ron and Jeanine Preast present the
topic of "How to Have a Happy
Marriage in the Parsonage."

Shepherdess Coordinators with the speakers.

Baptism of 85 souls from one of Mrs. Ruth Aguilar's evangelistic meetings.

Presenters and shepherdesses at the Guam-Micronesia World Ministers Council.
Front row from left: Gorgonia Jimeno, Joyce Neergaard, Netty Ran tung, Barbara
Falkenberg, and Margarida Sarli.

0 Guam-Micronesia
Conference: The first Shep herdess meeting was held at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel from July
29-August 2. All but two of the
pastors' wives attended (one just
gave birth and the other h ad
a sick hus band!). Presenter s
included Margarida Sarli, Barbara
Falkenberg, Joyce Neergaard,
and Netty Rantung. The fellowship was tremendous because the
territory is vast and the women
don't see each other very often.
Those from the remote islands
especially enjoyed the togetherness. Mrs. Falkenberg's stories of
"Answers to Prayers" helped the
women cope with loneliness and
fear. Joyce Neergaard presented
health messages. There was good
dialog and discussion on these
issues since in the remote islands
it is hard to obtain the right kind
of food. Parting was the saddest
part, but the women vowed to
meet again, if not on this earth,
then in heaven where the Lord
will say, "Well done, thou good
and faithful servant."
Southern Africa Union
6 Southern Conference held a
Shepherdess Retreat in July and
20 pastors' wives attended.
Pastor Zeeman, the Ministerial
Se cretary, met with pastors'
wives from the Bloemfontein
area.
Beautiful Wakaba reports that
in the last few months they have
laid four shepherdesses to rest
from three different conferences.
Mrs. Thabile Degracia was killed
in a traffic accident. Mrs. Girlie
Nozizwe Peter, Mrs. Es me
Johanna, and Mrs. Nomasabatha
Leonora Fosi, also passed away.
They will have a short rest until
Jesus comes to reunite them with
their families.
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Southern Asia-Pacific Division
tt South Bangladesh Mission:
Dorothy Biswas, Shepherdess Corodinator, reports
on some activities:

Last chance
to participate in the latest
Shepherdess
International Proiectl

Dorothy is giving a children's story at the Kellogg Mookerjee
Memorial Seminary, a boarding school.

What is the funniest or
most embarrasing thing that
has happened to you in the
parsonage?
Shepherdess International is in the process
of compili ng the funniest and most embarrassing things that have happened to clergy
spouses. Through the years, women have
shared with me their most delightfu l and

A group of pastors' wives at Bangladesh Adventist Seminary
and College visit, fast, and pray for a worker's wife
who was sick.

humorous stories, and we want yours
included in this compilation. You may or
may not choose to hove your nome printed
with the incident!

Please send your story to:
Sharon Cress
Shepherdess In ternationa l
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600 U.S.A.
On Sabbath evening, Dorothy and a group of pastors' wives
met for sundown worship.

The pro cee ds !rom !he sole of th1s book w11/ lund pastors' W1ves pro1ecls
Ia shore lhe good news o/ Jesus Chr sf

