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Our little Yorkshire Terrier, D exter, is 12 years old. In doggie or people years,
that is a significant tenure. In the last few months we have noticed that his shortt erm memory seems to be suffering to the extent that h e forgets where we are in
the h ou se, and then whimpers becau se h e thinks we h ave left him alone. Our
veteranarian calls it "doggie alzheim ers" and has assured us it probably won't get
worse, b ut we can plan on the malady continuing.
Dexter's panic is also hurtful to Jim and me. He may be sitting on his little
ledge in the kitchen looking ou t the window and forget that I am cooking behind
the counter. Suddenly, he jumps off an d goes running around to an oth er room
crying and looking for me. Or, he will forget that I am in the laun dry room
folding clothes, an d mournfully cry as he looks down the stairs wondering where
I am . Because he can't p hysically see me, he thinks he is alon e. Our reassurance
to him seem s to last only a few minutes.
Through Dexter's canine wisdom he has taught me many lessons, but perhaps
this current one is the most valuable. How many times h ave I thought God left
me or had forgotten about me just because at that very moment I didn't see
Him. Perhaps He has manifested Himself in a wonderful way just d ays or hours
before, but suddenly in my "short-term memory" I for get how He h as led me in
the past and feel alone and left behind. I can't "see" Him and suddenly I panic,
thinking He has forgotten me-left me alone. My short-term memory is worse
than D exter's. I forget the Bible promises for m e that are woven throughout the
scriptures. And, in my fretting, I probably hurt God, too. Patiently all over again
He tries to reassure m e that He is always there.
It is my prayer for all of us ministry wives that we learn a little from the
animal kingdom and remember how much our Father in Heaven loves each of
us.
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When 9od7fnswers,

''%i%w''
Xaren9rob

Karen Grob and her husband, Fred, Jive in
Switz erland where ne pastors. The daughter
of missionaries, she has lived in Nigeria,
Canada, the Philippines, Singapore, and her
native U.S.A.
Cu rrently Karen is teac/Jirzg Bible classes
in a children's school, and she teaches English
as a missionary outreach program. Also she
accompanies ADVENTUS DOMINI, a
professional choir whose sole purpose is
evangelism
through the
medium of
classical music.
She enjoys having
prayer meetings
and working with
rfle musical groups
in her church. Her
hobbies are;
reading and, of
course, music!

itt!~ "white clouds" partially
blocked the vision in my left
eye as I woke up that
Sabbath morning in December
1984.1 figu red the "clouds" would go
away after awhile. They did, but little
did I know what I would have to go
through first! Playing the organ in
church that morning, I was thankful
that I knew the songs by hear t
because those crazy "clouds" kept
getting in the way!
By Monday morning they hadn't
disapp eared so I went t o an eye
specialis t. I was surprised ho w
quickly he gave me an appointment
when I described my problem. He
tested my eye from every possible
angle and put it through every
possible test. Then all he said was
that the optical nerve was inflamed
and he wanted me admitted to the
hospital that afternoon for further
tests.
I protested that the next day was
Chris tmas and no on e would b e
doing any mo re work tha n
absolutely necessary. So he agreedon the condition that I spend the
time lying fl at on my back. Th at
wasn't really difficult since we were
going to my in-laws' home, and my
mother- in- Law loves to spoil me
anyway.
On the 26th I entered the hospital
for ten days of heavy medication and
various tests, including a CAT scan
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and a spinal tap. I really felt a little
foolish because I wasn't sick; I didn't
even have a headache. When people
asked, "What's wrong with you?" all
I could say was, "I don't know. I feel
fine !" By the end of my ten days in
the hospital, the "clouds" had finally
disappeared. The doctor told me I
was healthy and sent me home. And
I was just happy I could see again!
Two years later I noticed tingling
in my fingers and legs. At the time I
was accompanying a flutist who was
also a physical therapist, and she told
me to go to the neurologist where
she worked. Without telling m e
wha t he su sp ected, h e as ked if I
wo uld be willing to see another
n eurolo gist, who I later learn ed
specialized in multiple sclerosis
(MS).
By then my sis ter-in-law and
another nurse had already told me
that my symptoms sounded like MS.
So on my visit to the specialist, I
asked him point blank, "Do I have
MS or don't I?" After everybody else
had started worrying about me, J
decided I should do a little worrying
too! Actually I was relieved to finally
know what was wro ng with me.
Although he couldn't say for sure, he
said it looked very much like a kind
of MS that progresses slowly. My
case had been harder to diagnose
b ecause I didn't have any of th e
characteristic relapse and remission
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"attacks."
My husba n d and I had been
great hikers, climbing a lot of the
mountains in our part of Switzerland,
but now it became harder and harder
to hike. The 50 stairs I had to climb
in our church parsonage became
increasingly difficult to climb, and
my long walks got shorter and shorter.
I began spending a lot of time alone
talking to God-not so much about
my health but about the teenager we
had taken into our home. The
victim of a broken home, he was
having such a hard time, and I had
so much wanted to be the mother
to him that he didn't have.
Finally on e day I told my husband
I was ready to be anointed. Until
then, although I knew I would one
day be anointed, I didn't know when
the "right time" would be. It is easy
to know the "right time" when you
have been in a serious accident or
have been diagnosed as terminally
ilL I was neither of those, although
I kn ew that there was no "cure" as
such for MS, especially my kind.
But after talking to Elder and Mrs.
Cress and our Division Ministerial
Secretary, Elder Mager, I knew the
time had come.
Ten years after my first sign of MS,
1 was anointed in a small private
service in our horne with our church
elder, my husband, and the division
ministerial secretary. It was a ver y
special service, like being dedicated
to the Lord for something special.
Afterwards I knew we had done all
that was in our power to do. Of
course I was eager to bounce down
the stairs the next day! I felt great,
and I was so happy and felt so near
to the Lord. I especially felt honored
that the General Conference had
prayed for me on that day. But even
though I felt better, and even walked
better, I didn't bounce down the
stairs the next day, or the next.
And in time it became clear to me
that God had indeed answered our
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prayers with, "I am going to heal you
soon, but not now. I will take good
care of yo u, but for you it is better
this way, and I still have plenty of
work for you to do, in spite of yo hr
MS."
And He has wonderfully kept His
promise. He has "spoiled" me in so
many ways, and there is still plenty
of work for me to do! And there is
something fun about driving into a
crowded parking lot, straight up to
your special reserved parking spot!
At the General Conference in Utrecht,
it was fun to "buggy" around feeling
sorry for all those people with their
tired, hurting feet who couldn't get
a go·<d seat, and I could go sit r ight
up front with my wheel chair!
Today I have a deeper and more
urgent longing for Christ's soon
return. I have plenty of time for
reading and prayer-far more than
I used to have! I also have a much
closer relationship with Jesus.
For a long time I could give thanks
for God's promise of strength for the
weary, power for the weak {Isaiah
40:29 NIV). I could give thanks for
His promise to strengthen, help and

uphold me {Isaiah 41:10). But the
hardest step fo r me to take was to be
able to give thanks for everything
(Eph 5:20 and I Thess. 5:18),
including my MS.
Then one evening at our small
group prayer meeting I confessed
that I had trouble with those two
texts. After prayer meeting that
night, I went home and cried. I told
the Lord I was sorry. And for the first
time I was able to say, "and thank
you, Lord, for my situation that has
brought me closer to you and made
me more dependent on you than
ever before."
Today I am so thankful for every
step I can still take and for a
practically pain-free life. And it is so
nice to know that m 1 MS is His
problem and no longer mine, and
that He will take care of it in His own
good time.
As a special bonus, God saw to it
th at the teenage boy I longed to
mother has grown up and married
a lovely girl. Along with their
adorable little boy who calls me
"Granny," they live nearby so I can
see them often.

God gave me a son, a teen-age boy
To love and guide, to bring comfort and joy
But then he left too young for his years
And oh the anguish, the pain and the tears.
And then I learned how God must feel
When I turn my back and no longer kneel.
He understands the missing "hi"
Because He loves him even more than I.
But unlike me, He doesn't demand;
Only a whisper and a drawing hand.
That, too, I must learn from my Father above:
To let go and let Him, is a sign of true love.
And when I remember this child He has given
Is His, not just mine, and He wants him in heaven.
Thank you, Father, for doing what I can't, but I would:
For loving him much more than I ever could.
Like the prodigal of old (and that includes me)
Lead us both home to be forever with Thee. tl
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Angefica is currently Pedagogical and
Educa tional Adv isor at the Centro
Educacional Advem ista in Rio de Janeiro.
She is a district pastor's wife and they have

two daughters:
Milce Ellen, 9, and
Greice Any, 7. She
loves preaching
and lecturing to
parents on
education-re/Qted
su bjects. Her

leisure pref erences
are reading,
knitting and
embroidering. She
loves God's created
nature.

ince the creation of the world,
women have played a ver y
important role in shaping the
civilization and culture of people.
The role of women in society may
change from time to time, but the
influence of women has always been
significant.
The Bible tells of wom en who
positively influen ced othe rs.
Hadassa, the orphan who was born
to slavery, bec am e th e que en of
Persia. As Queen Esther, she glowed
as a beautiful star amon g th e
' h eathen p eople. She sought to
protect God's children, even under
p enalty oflosing th e throne and her
life. Her life reflected the divi ne
personality of Christ Himself. She
had the courage and determination
to pursue th e goal of saving h er
people.
Others who exerted fearlessness
and en er gy and in fluenced the
course of histo r y through their
femininity and religiosity include
Abigail and Ruth. Abigail, under the
risk of losing her own life, sent her
servan ts and wen t with them to
delive r food to David and his men
after her husband had refused them.
The Lord was with her. The reward

cS

was the generosity of the king and
divine approval (Samuel 25:2 -42 ).
Ru th was a companio n and friend to
her mother-in-law and God greatly
blessed her. Her sweet nature and
unselfishn ess reflected God's divine
nature (Ruth 1:16-22 ).
Today, we have a noble challenge
to accept. We are women, and we face
similar situations as those of women
past. When interacting with others,
when u nraveling problems, whe n
solving difficult dilemmas, the Lord
wants us to reflect His Divine nature.
He wants our characters to be noble
so others may see Him thr ough us.
Today our Lord invokes us to unify
our efforts and march fearlessly and
with determination in any endeavor
He has given us. We have a people to
save! We have an hour-glass of time
flow ing quickly b y! We h ave a
world cursed by sin, and above all,
we have inside ourselves "women"
who may reflect the divine nature of
our Lord : "And so will I go in unto
the king, which is not according to
th e law; and if I per ish , I perish"
(Esther 4:1 6).
Let us march, dear fr iends of the
ministry, and the Lord will give us
the reward in the eternal home. tl
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Xorma cS. Osborn
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cbfcken.
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Norma Osborn is the associate pastor of
Children's Ministries at Sligo church. Her
husband, Richard, is the vice-president for
education at the North American Division.
Previously Norma has been an elementary
teacher in both Adventist and Public schools,
and a reading specialist, in grades K-12. She
has worked in
Sabbath Schools
for many years,
and has •l•<tho red
aHMne Study
course in
Teaching of
Reading. Interests
include reading,
sewing and
quilting. Norma
and Richard have
two children,
Heather, and
Trevan.
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than just putting on a Thirteenth
n the wall in my office is a
poster that says, " Kids- a
Sabbath Pr ogram?
Natural Resource." Wha t
This year at Sligo Chur ch I have
energy we would have, wh at
had the opportunity tu be a full-time
creativity would be revealed, what
pastor for our children and it has
joy we would experience, if we
been an exciting challenge to
would truly value our
attempt to enrich existing
children the way we wo uld
activities an d develop
a natural resource.
new programs for our
Look at the fac es of
children. My und erthe congregation
lying belief is that the
when children are
ch ildren n eed t o
presenting
a
know that they are
program and you
valued members of
see the smiles and
our church. We
Cb.tfrken need
feel the gen uin e
have tried to show
warmth that comes
them that coming
lobnow
to Sligo Church
when children are
leading out in
to fellowship and
!.hal!.hey are
worship and pra ise
worship can b e
ua.lueclmembers
to our Lord. We
meani ngfu l
and
enjoy what they offer
enjoyable . We want
us and we thank them
theru to feel that they
for their good work
are special by involving
because we are truly blessed
them in the worship
by them. The question, howservice in the main sanctuar y
ever, is still valid when we ask
and other worship services related to
ourselves how we can make sure that
their experiences and paced to their
we really value our children. What do
attentiveness. Above all else, we are
our children actually need in order
doing all in our power to maximize
to feel they are an important part of
the Christian growth of our
a church family? Do we let the m
children.
tl
know that they arc needed for more

O

cS!arlin!J a
!lJibfe cS!udj 9roup

here are many approaches
to studying the Bible in a
group set tin g. Unfortu nately, most groups have no format,
making it easy for one person to do
mo st of the talking or for those
present to wander aimlessly from
topic to topic. To guard against these
pitfalls, I recommend a very valuable
chapter -by-chapter
approach
borrowed and modified fro m
Professor Erbes at Andrews University.
For nearly three years I've used this
approach with a group of ladies in
our church. We have enjoyed our
time toge ther and have gained rich
insights. You don't need a degree in
religion to lead out. A moderator or
someone that can get everyone to
participate is all that's required,
alo ng with a love for the Scriptures.
Many in o ur group have kept
notebooks of the chapters we've
discussed. This is especially simple.

7

fan White is the Director for Family and
Women's Ministries as "'ell as
Communication Correspondent fo r the
Washington Conference. She is also Assistant
to the Pastor at the North Cascade Seventhday Adventist Church. I n l1er spare time she
is the Women's Minis tries Leader for the
No rth Pacific Union, a wife, and mother of
two.

We break each chapter into four
main sections: Title of the
Chapter-may be one given in the
Bible or one a par ticipant gives.
Doctrines- include s the 27
fundamental beliefs in addition to
others we might include. Evidence of
God's Love and Lessons Learned.
You may not find all of these in each
chapter, but everyone can learn from
what others discover,
Each group member is encouraged
to study daily using the following
method. First, pray, requesting that
the Holy Spirit will make a specific
application to your life. Then scan
the chapter for the title. Read it again
looking fo r doctrines. Searching for
evidences of God's love, read it a
third time. Finally, look for lessons
that God wants you to learn.
A personal st udy journal is an
excellent tool which also can be an
invaluable bank for sermon ideas.
A typical page in my own journal
might contain the following notes:
Study of Genesis 1
Title-Creatio n Days 1- 6.
DoctrinesA. Literal creation in six 24hour days;
B. Trinity v. 3, 26;

C. Everything God made, He
said was very good;
D. God made man in "Our
image."
LessonsA. 1can feel good about myself
because God made man in
His image. I am of value
b ecause God created man
and "it was good."
B. God takes care of my needs
because He took care of
food for man and animals.
Our group then shares wha t we've
learned individually, and I add new
thoughts I've gleaned to my journal.
Since costly workbooks are not
needed, low expense is a h elpful
fea ture of this approach . The
Seventh - day Adven tist Bible
Commentaries and Conflict of the
Ages Series are readily available for
most members to complement their
study.
As you and your group consistently
continue in this type of study, you' ll
be surprised at what you find with
more than a casual reading of God's
Word. You will draw closer to each
other, be rewarded with the awesome
knowledge of God's never-failing
love and challenged to seek a closer
tl
walk with Him.
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n a recent t rip th r ou gh
Neodosha, Kansas, T saw an
old sign painted on the side
of a b ui ld ing. It depicted a welldre sse d man adve r t ising H enry
George cigars. Holding his cigar in
his hand, he was saying, "I am for
men." I thought about that slogan as
I continued my trip north. " I am fo r
men."
Was this man of the five-cent cigar
really for men ? What could h e
promise the men who smoked the
cigar? Wh at would their futures
hold?
As I continued to mull over the
statement, I thought of some people
I'd heard of or read about who really
were for men.
Recently my Church School class
of junior boys and girls had studied
the life of the Judsons, Adoniram
an d Ann, missionaries to Bur ma.
After spending six long years
learning the language, they built a
three-room hut beside one of the
busies t hig hways going into
Rangoon. The people would stop
and listen to Adoniram speak and
teach. Ann taught the women in the
back of the building.
T h e Bu rm ese government
threatened to beat Adoniram if he
didn't stop teaching about Jesus. In
spite of much danger, he continued

0

In May 1998, Frankie took an
retirement from
teaching fourth
grade to spend
more time with
her pastor/
lwsband and care
for her 91-year-

o/d mother. Sl1e
enjoys cooking,
sewing, reading,

walking and
fishing with h er
three grandsons.
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to teach and many Burmese people
became Christians.
When the British army invaded
Burma, th e Burmese acc u sed
Adoniram of spying for the British
and put him in prison. He continued
to work for men while there by
wor king on his translation of the
New Testament. When released, he
had completely finished it.
Martin Luther King, Jr. was for
men. He was willing to face angry
mob s. He was spit up on and
threatened, but he kept his eyes on
the man who could cause others to
become colorblind-Jesus.
King said we can theologize until
we can't get worked up at all. But we
must reclaim the task. We must be
for all men . Equality is of major
importance to people who care.
Willia m Booth, th e m an who
established the Salvation Ar my, said,
"I just wanted to see what God could
do with one man." He left a mainline
denomin at ion and went ou t t o
where the masses were. "Come to my
ch urch just the way yo u are," he
urged. "You don't have to dress up."
To day t he Salvation Army is
known fo r its compassion for men
ever}"'i'here.
Eric Liddell, the Scottish runner,
was so concerned about his influence
on men, he would not run in the

Olympics on his Sabbath. Instead of
run n i ng t h e 100 -meter race fo r
which he had trained , he ran the 400
because it was run o n a day other
than his Sabbath. He won a medal
because he was a superb runner, b ut
h e w as concer ned ab o ut his
influence on men. Mr. Liddell wen t
o n to become a missionary fo r Christ
and died in a Chinese prison. He
gave his life fo r m en.
The wo rld is full of people who
really are fo r men. History points to
Saint Paul, Gh andi, Deitri ch
Bo nh oeffer an d o thers dow n
th rough time.
To d ay we have only to loo k at
people like Mo th er Th~resa to see
th e pat tern co n tinui ng. Besid es
those who are w ell-kn own, there are
countless others who care.
Wi t h such good ro le mo d els
before us, Christians everywhere
sh ould exa m ine thei r lives an d
decide now to be for men. There is
much to be d one. Jesus said to bear
each other's burdens and fu lfill the
law of Christ.
Is there a child or teenager o n your
blo ck yo u can befri end ? H ow about
stopping to chat with that lonely lady
on t he corn er who lost her husband
over a year ago? You jog by there
every day. A smile for t he hassled
sto re clerk or an unh urried visit to
t he local n u r si n g home co ul d
brighten someone's day.
As I t ravel t hr ough Neodesha to
Tope ka o r other places north o n
Route 75, I always glance at the faded
picture painted on the sid e o f t he
o ld brick bu ilding in that small
town.
No, according to my research,
Henry George was not for men. He
was advertising for cigars, and it is a
well-documented fact t hat nicotine
has never b een for men-it has
always been against themt
Be for mankind today and live out
the will of Christ. I am for men. Are
you?
0
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J'lmen
- Spoken by an old southern pastor in prayer
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OfCfepfianfs and
7Jescriph0ns
9/oria Caslrefon

Gi,>ria Castrejon is a Spanish Literature
professor and has authored numerous articles
and poem~. She currently serves the EnterAmerican Division in the tmnslation
department. She has accompanied her
husband, Jaime,
in their rn inistry
for more than 30
years. He is now
the Ministerial
Secretary for the
Inter-American
D ivision. Tl1e
Castrejons have
three children.
Gluria enjoys
reading, writing,
painting and
crafts.
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e are all familiar with the
anecdote, which is more
illustrative than real, of the
blind men who, having touched
different parts of an elephant, gave
a completely different description of
the animal's anatomy.
After touching a tusk, one of the
men said that it was a sharp-pointed
ho rn, a long exposed skinless bone.
Touching the trunk, another one
said it was fleshy tube similar to a
fattened serpent, with the ability to
vacuum and sprinkle at the same
time. The third man, after touching
one of the legs, even dared to
describe it as a wide and solid
column, which no one would like it,
if it fell on top of him.
As we can observe, all of them are
right; the only problem is that they
are only partially right. None of
them was fortunate enough to see
the complete picture. The elephant
was tusks and trunk, but it was also
feet, legs and tail; it was also head
and very large ears, but above all,
a huge body. It was therefore a
"complete elephant".
Sometimes our perception of what
a pastor's wife is, or what her
function is, depends upo n the part
of the elephant we want to
emphasize, or of the part that a
blind, a one-eyed, and sometimes a
cross-eyed person wants to tell us.

W

Perhaps the example of a virtuous
pastor's wife, whose performance
has been extolled due to the
circumstances, is the origin of an
over idealistic stereotype which
some want to use as a measure for
all others. Perhaps the need of a
certain congregation has allowed a
particular pastor's wife to grow in
certain areas, thus turning her into
a model from then onward, and
throughout the ages. Or perhaps the
perfectionist mind of an expert in
descriptions conceived what, in his
opinion, constitutes the "epitome" of
the pastor's wife and, as in the case
of the fashion from Paris, this soon
becomes law. \Nhatever the case, the
elephant continues to be comprised
of many parts, and curiou sly
enough, elephants differ from each
other. To begin with, it woutd be
necessary to differentiate between
the Asian elephant and the African
elephant. There are large and there
are small elephants; there are tame
and there are aggressive elephants.
There are grey and there are brown
elephants; and some even say that
there are also white elephants.
The truth is that it is difficult to
characterize the profile of a pastor's
wife, and to do her justice it would
be necessary to make an exhaustive
and detailed description of the entire
elephant. My question is, has anyone

taken the time to describe in the
same way, not only the companion
elephant, but the elephant himself?
In other words, there are those who
are more concerned about defining
the ideal qualities of the pastor's wife
than the pastors themselves. And
in part this is due to th e fact that
the pastor received instruction
and training from the theological
sem inary and other instruments,
and that takes care of that. But not
so with his wife.
In any case, it would be helpful to
clarify what is essential in the
concept of what an elephant is, and
what is accessory, what is vital and
what is secondary.
It is said that Aristotle is less
responsible for what is believed to be
Aristotelic than what people think
(particularly in matters of art and
literature). It is well known, that,
Aristotle took on the task of defining
limits an d structurally organizing
many of the concepts relative to a
wide scope of humanistic subjects.
His description of this and the other
branch later became "prescription s"
in the minds of many people. For
example, if at one point he would
describe the drama play as comprised of three units (because that
was what he observed), throughout
the centuries, his fervent admirers
would say that Aristotle prescribed
that the drama play should consist
of three units, and woe be to the
person who would dare to disobey
that mandate.
This may seem childish, but ver y
often this is the case. The beautiful
descriptions of what a pastor's wife
ought to be have sometimes become
"prescription". And who can tolerate
any prescription other than what
God Himself has placed upon her?
I do n't believe there is any better
authority than th e Bible to
"prescribe" what is needed in every
case. And what is needed is well
summarized in the law and in the

gospeL Curiously, in regard to the
general expectations, the gospel is no
"respecter of person". Yes, the Bible
sometimes advises and exhorts in
more specific terms, about specific
circumstances, but in each case the
exhortations are generally bas ed
upon principles.
The ideal pa stor's wife sh ould
simply be a nor mal Christian wife,
according to the circumstances of
her case and under the direction of
the Holy Spirit. Does the pastor's
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wife in many in stances need the
advice of others, especially of the
experts in this area? Certainly she
needs it. Can h er work be made
easier and become broader in scope
if she gets the necessary instruction?
Of course this is possible. Does she
struggle with her own defici encies
and need encouragement and
comfort and a guideline to motivate
her to reach new heights? Certainly
she does.
The pastor's wife needs all these

and much more. The only thing that
she probably does not need is th e
negative criticism of her church, or
probably of her peers, and even less
the criticism of her own spouse. She
should welcome and take advantage
of any instrument that is useful for
her to expand her positive influence,
to encourage her in her career, and
to endow her with new abilities, but
she should never think that there is
only one model "elephant", or that
the elephant is only this part or that
part. Muc h le ss sh ould others
presc ribe for h er the lis t of
specifications so that she can be an
eleph an t in the full sense of the
word, including those accessories
that not even God has intended, such
as perhaps beaut iful harnesses,
training which will permit her to
perfo rm beautiful ballet steps, and
even a pair of wings to transform her
into "Dumbo".
There are tim es when t he Bible
mentions ideal characteristics and it
would be worthwhile to point out its
description of the virtuous wo man
in Proverbs; an ideal that is not too
far from that of so many dedicated
pastors' wives. However, take note of
the absence of an imperative, except
as it exhorts others to praise her. It
never says she must rise up early and
that she has to acquire for her family
double warm clothing for winter.
The elaborate p raise is more a
description than a prescription.
I would be very pleased if at some
time, perhaps after I win the Noble
Prize for being a Pasto r's Wife, if in
the speech, when I am awarded the
pr ize, they wo u ld say: "G loria
Castrejon is the most beautiful and
elegant of all th e pastors' wive s:
Glo ria Castrejon is the perfect and
most refined h ostess, and she
perfect! y fo ll ows the rules of
etiquette accordin g to world-wide
consensus. Gloria Castrejon is the
most accomplished pianist and she
has the best-pitched soprano voice
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in the whole unive rse." Unfo r tunately, my ears will never hear
such melodious notes. First of all,
because ther e is no Noble Prize fo r
th e Pastor's Wife an d secondly,
because the descriptive speech about
my qualifications would never include
thos e dimensions. I am not sure
wha t vir tu es or pseudo virtu es
would be included in that supposed
description, but I am glad that in any
case it would only be a description.
Just imagine how tragic it would be
if it wer e a prescription and I would
have to comply with a list of those
unattainable virtues. I would have to
res ign today fr om th e intent of
aspiring to be even a good candidate
for a pastor's wife.
Bu,t I would h op e that, th e
su pposed descrip tive list would
include a sincere desire to serve God,
my fa m ily an d my husb an d in
par ticular, my church an d anyone
who Providence allows m e to serve;
t o have gen uine faith b oth in the
promises of God as well as in His
designs; to have such a relationship
with God that fills m e with joy and
assurance and leads me step by step
on the way; an attentive ear to His
suggestions and invitations of love,
and any other talent which in His
m er cy, and in harmony with the task
co mmende d t o b o th of us, as a
minist er ial coup le, He wants to
assign me. I would not like to carry
and develop anything foreign to the
image of an "elephant" and confuse
some with more than one trunk or
perh aps lacking o ne of its tusks.
I want to be a "good elephant" in
the full sense of the word. However,
I want to b e "an elephant " of
the color, measurement and other
cha racter istics that God gives me. In
oth er words, an elephant that is
very sui generis, so that my praise to
God, through my per formance as a
pastor's wife, can "rise to heaven
wit h th e seal of its own
individuality".
tl
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o ne are th e things Lhat 1
once knew ...
old, worn, and comfortable,
like dad's old shoes.

Some things 1 cherish.
Some things still sting.
But truly the most
amazing thingGone are my burdens
now left
with th e Lord.
His peace, His comfort,
my shield,
my sword.
He's gently cut o ut
and replaced
with His love,
all things that hinder
my journey above.

The path has been difficult,
rocky, and steep,
but there's no other love
that r uns so deep.
The life I now live
on the cross
He did pay.
And He set my sights
on a bra nd n ew day.
I've never regretted
the things I've let go
His love is worth
all this pain down below,
And He has replaced
with His peace of mind
all of the things
I've left behind. tl

Ka thy has been involved itl team ministry with her husband fo r 17
years. The last five years, she worked as a pastoral assistant active in
areas such as prayer ministry, counseling, and hospitality.
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these same areas and writing her fint book.
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shepherdesses are called
upon to visit the sick who
could be family or church members,
relatives or people in the
community. Because of the
shepherdess' position in the church,
the sick often consider that her visit
is special. Those that attend to the
sick expect encouragement in a
special way too.
Many shepherdesses are not
confident in visiting the sick unless
they go along with their spouses. By
so choosing, they wish to leave much
of the talking and praying to the
pastor. While recognizing the need
for teamwork, there are times when
the shepherdess may need to go
alone because the pastor may not
always be available. Another reason
is that some people may be more
comfortable talking to the shep herdess in the absence of another
person. VITe need to make ourselves
available and share our lives with the
sick.
Most p eople will agree that
visiting people wh en they are
suffering and in pain is not easy.
Among the most difficult cases are
those that are terminally ill. Most of
us do not have appropriate words to
say on such situations. As a result
people may visit the per son to clear
their consciences because they feel
bad if they do not visit.

Y

One of the very first questions to
ask ourselves when thinking of
visiting a sick person is why we visit
the sick. We visit them because they
belong to us. They ~ re part of God's
family, and they need our time and
love. When I go to visit, my interest
should be in the person and not in
the d isease. I am not visiting in order
to find out how bad the illness is.
Neither does my visit pronounce
healing. l am not even going there
on th e basis of a professional
qualification, but as a shepherdess, I
go there to reassure the person that
God's presence is withi n the sick
room. There may not he any special
words to bring about comfort to the
sick, but my presence and a listening
ear could be all that the sick one
needs that day.
When the sick are at home, we
should consider ap propriate times to
visit. Avoid visiting in the very early
or very late hours of the day. Where
possible, consult with the attendants
on the best times to visit. Frequent
short visits are better than fewer long
visits. For the sick in hospitals, we
should observe the visiting hours.
Ellen White suggests that there be
less visits for those who are very ill,
because this wearies the patient at
the time when much rest is needed.
To assure a person that he/she is
remembered, messages of sympathy
and small gifts will serve the purpose
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better than a personal visit. 1
Invite the Holy Spirit to
accompany you as you visit the sick
so that yo u may be a source of
comfort and blessing in the sick
room. Upon entering the sick room,
remain calm. Avoid any show of
alarm, horror, or sorrow. There may
be severe swelling, sores, and wasting
away that may be beyond your
imagination . Control is necessary
because the natural response is to get
alarmed by what we see. Give a look
of en co ura gement as you move
toward the person. In fact, as you
enter the room, the sick will look at
the facial expression to determine
how bad you evaluate the condition,
especially when it is a serious case.
Yo u will confirm it when you look
disturbed and wo rried.
Show sympathy but avoid dwelling
on it for too long. Whatever topic
yo u tou ch , talking positive helps
rebuild the person. After the initial
greeting, we often fail to know what
else to talk about. Find out how they
are feeling and where the discomfor t
is. If the person is too sick to speak,
find out infor mation fr om the
attendant.
Shepherdesses m ay not realize that
they often are a source of info rmatio n in m any homes. Ther e are a
few common things to check for to
be sure th e person is well car ed
for. These include checking whether
the room is clean, well venti lated,
and has a comfo rtable temperature.
Find o ut wh ether the person h as
sufficient bedding to keep warm. It
is important to find out how well the
person is eating and whether food is
available at all. Th e diet should be
adapted to the needs of the patient .
in both quality and quantity. Where
there is need, we sho ul d ass ist so that
the perso n's needs are m et. In some
areas of the world, it is customary for
people to bring something for the
sick o r the fa mily. This m ust be
encouraged because resour ces are
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often depleted whe n a fam il y
m ember is sick. Other to pi cs to
discuss briefly could include things
near the person's space, friends, the
positive past and future, hobbies,
objects in the room including
get-well cards, and pictures. Share
positive news of things th at have
happen ed in the community or
church family.
When communicatin g with the
sick, the mind should be drawn to
Christ, "the healer of the soul as well
as the body. . . . In many cases, the
r eali zation that th ey have such a
fri end m eans more to the suffering

"gn many cases7 !.he
realizal.ion lball.hey have
such a friend( Gbr.isl)
m eans more Ia !.he suJ1erin!J
on es in !h eir r ecoveryfrom

s.ichn ess !han !.he besl
l.realmenl!£al can be!liven. "

ones in their r ecover y from sickness
than the best treatment that can be
given."·2 We should allow the Spirit
to guide us as we shar e the love of
Christ by the bedside. I m ay not have
a wonderful story or mi racle to
share, but my path walked with God
has m any experien ces that I can
testify His closen ess. Yes, even in
times o f pain, God 's wo rd, His
presence, and love to His children
ar e promised to all who love Him.
God said that His grace is sufficient
for us (2 Cor. 12:9), we need to be

reminded of God's grace when faced
with diffic ult times.
The sick need assurance of God's
love that touches their lives in times
of ill h ealt h . God's word has
promis es t hat r emind u s to
sur ren der all to Christ, "Com m it
your way to the Lo rd; trust in him,
and he will [act]" (Ps. 37:5); "Cast
your cares on the Lord, and he will
sustain you; he will never let the
righteo us to fall" (Ps . 55:22) . It is
important to help the person realize
tha t none of us is r ighteous enough
to deserve God's mercies. Jesus paid
it all and when we accept Christ, we
are covered by His righteousness.
Ther e are cases whe re th e sick
perso n may exp ress a lo t of fear
because of the state in which they
are. Psalms 56:3-4 tells us what we
need to do when we are afraid," 1 will
trust in you .. .. In God I trust, I will
not be afraid. Wh at can m or tal man
do to m e?" Isaiah testified that we
have perfect peace when the m ind
stays on the Word of God (Isa. 26:3).
God's Wor d is sp ecial b eca use it
helps the m ind focus on God r ather
th an o n the illness. The question of
healing is God's decision; ou rs is to
accept His will for us.
The sick may express feelings of
guilt. Share how yo u deal with guilt
in your own life. Rem ind the sick the
assurance of God's forgiveness, "If
we confess o ur sins, he is faithful
and j ust, and will fo r give us of
our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness" {1 John l :9). In
seeking healing and peace of mind,
it is important to make thi ngs right
with Go d and o ur fellow be ings.
"Sin of a private character is to be
confesse d to Ch r ist, t he only
mediator between God and man .. . .
If by wrong pract ise they have led
others into sin, these things should
be confessed before God and before
those who have been offended."' 3 Do
not try to fis h out information the
person is no t offering.

It is often necessary to r emind the
sick what God says on the need to
fo r give one another. A free mind
brings about physical healing (James
5:16). After confessing, the devil
wants people to feel bad, and he
keeps on reminding them of their
past life. It takes faith to know that
God accepts us after we confess our
sins. Close with prayer. Thank God
for His presence in the sick room.
Those that visit the sick need to
observe the following:
1. Never give the impression that
you are too busy to listen to
them.
2. Never show th at you are
shocked or upset by what you
see o r by what they say.
3. Control your voice so that yo u
communicate confidence and
kindness without being
controlled by emotions such as
crying.
4. When overwhelmed emotionally, leave the roo m and cry
away from the sick.
5. Avoid whispering- it leaves
the patient w ondering and
arouses their curiosity.
6. Shut doors quietly.
7. Talk positive about their past
and choose words wisely.
8. Do all you can to bring about
quick recovery by observing
health laws.
Each person who takes care of
someone ill "should be cheerful,
calm , and self-possessed. All hurry,
excitement, or confusion should be
avoided."'4 While we do the best for
the patient, let us encourage them to
trust in God who is acquainted with
each sick person. His love for them
is greater than ours can possibly
be.5 <'I
1

White, Ellen. Health and Happiness

(Jmpiration Books. Phoenix: Ariz., 1973). p. 155.
2

3

Ibid., p. 156.
Ibid. , p. 160.

4

Ibid., p. 155.

5

Ibid., p. 160.

Jhe Y?rivilege of
Y?raying
or so m any years I have been
assisting my husband in his
m i nistr y. I enj oy bein g a
pasto r's wife. It is a great challenge.
We are so th ankful th at all our
children are enjoying good fellowship with the Lord.
Th rough all the past years, our
family has had so many experiences
wher e we could feel the presence of
the Holy Spirit. We always felt t hat
God was very close, plannin g fo r us
in love, guiding o ur lives in a ve ry
m iraculous way.
When our second son was only 12,
he became sick with a gall bladder
infection b ut reco vered quickly afte r
some t reatment and was soon back
to norma l. After h igh scho ol
gr aduation he left for Sweden for
fur t her study. On t he second year he
was t here, he got ser iously sick again
with t he same infectio n. After sever al
check ups, t he doctors in Sweden did
their best to offer the best m edical
t rea tment po ss ible but not hi ng
seemed t o work. My son was getting
worse and felt much weaker. H is case
was so serio us he could hardly m ove.
When his do ctor s were notified t hat
he suffered w ith t he same infection
som e years before, they advised t hat
he should use the same medication
which he used in Egypt. His friend s
in Swed en were so kind. Th ey
contacted us r igh t way, infor med us
ab out his case, and told us about the
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doctor's advice. The medication was
needed as soon as possible.
Well, my husband was away from
home at that time. In fact, he was
conducting evangelistic meetings in
another country. Needless to say,
receiving such bad news about our
son was a great shock. Any mother
wo uld be devastated to hear her
child was seriously sick while away
from home. Frustration and helplessness were some of the feelings I
was experiencing.
I contacted our doctor in Egypt,
explained the whole situation and
asked his advice. He prescribed the
same medical treatment that our son
had had befo re. H e also assured me
of the good results our son would
experience soon. Following his
counsel, 1 quickly bought the
medicine. Though I kne·"' that the
procedure for sending any kind of
medication from Egypt to Sweden
was not easy and could be very timeconsuming, I prayed earnestly
concerning the whole matter.
Praying again and putting my
problem in the hands of God, in the
hands of the loving and merciful
father who cares and understands, I
relaxed for a while.
Though tired, perplexed and
weary, I had to go to school and
teach the next day. I hop ed the Lord
would give me wisdom to think and
plan according to His will. Before
the first class started, I met one of
the parents whom I had become
acquainted with during a previous
school year. Though I did not know
if he could help me wi th my
situation, I felt encouraged to
approach him and ask his hel p.
Without hesitation I did so and by
the tone of my voice he could tell
how wor ri ed I was. To my
amazement, he replied very gently
and said, "Just trust in the Lord and
He will take care." Then he phoned
a friend who happened to be the
manager of the Swedish Air Lines
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and told him about the whole
problem. The manager informed
l1im that he would be leaving for
Sweden the same day at 5 p.m. and
would be willing to render any
service needed. He promised to take
the package of medicine and deliver
it to our son.
Very thrilled with the good news,
I prepared the package in no time at
all, wrote the address, and went
qui ckly to meet the manager who
fulfilled his promise. He was so kind.
He visited our son, gave him the
medicine and inquired about him
whenever he was in the -• rea. Praise
the Lord, our son improved day by

day; hi s q u ick r ecover y even
sur prised his doctors~
As long as I live, I will never forget
t he kindness of our friends and loved
ones who helped at the time of need.
I will never forget that th e Lord
healed our son in a miraculous way.
Tt was not the medication that healed
him but t he gr eat touch o f Jesus,
which accompanied th e medication
from Egypt to Sweden.
The rea ders might be interested to
kn ow that \Vissam, our son, is now
enjoying very good health. He is
happily m arried and enjoying a
Christian life. Yes, we are worshiping
a Living God.
tl

7o%:s£...
To laugh is to risk appearing the fo ol,
To weep is to risk appearin g sentimental.
To reach out for another is to risk involvement.
To expose feeling is to risk exposing your true self,
To place your ideas, your dreams b efore the crowd is to
risk their loss.
To love is to risk not being loved in r et urn,
To live is to risk dying,
To hope is to risk despair,
To try is to risk failure .
But risk must b e taken, because t he g r eatest hazard in
life is to risk nothing.
The person who risks nothing , does no th i ng, has
nothing, and is nothing.
We may avoid suffering and sorrow, b ut we simply
cannot learn, feel, change, grow, love, live.
Chained by our certitudes, we are slaves, we have
forfeited our freedom.
Only a person who risks ... is free.
-Author Unknown

Who are You.?
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remember, with a smile,
growing up in a wa r m
friendly church. I was the
only member of the Seventh- day
Adventist Church in my family. Each
week as I attended Sabbath School
and church, there were many people
who took an interest in me and my
welfare. Their friendly enquiries as
to how my week had been always
helped me to go home encouraged.
I was "Shirley Giles" that little girl
with a mass of curls- you knowthe one who comes to church on her
own.
Then came the day when my parents
were invited to Sabbath School and
church for a special program. It was
thirteenth Sabbath and I was dressed
in a national costume along with all
my friends from Sabbath School.
Each one played their parts to
e ncourage the members to give so
that the missions offering could
reach the target set. During the

Shirley writes from the Cape Conference
where she serves as Church Ministries
director. Her husband, Dave, is the president
of Helderberg College in Somerset West,
Capetown, South Africa.

church service my parents were
welcomed as "Shirley Giles' parents."
It was not surprising that many
years later, on my return visits, after
my parents had been baptized for
several years, that I was introduced
as "Jim and Eve Giles' daughter."
There were new members in th e
church who didn't know m e. I had
to giggle, I thought it amusing.
As we go throu gh the different
stages of life, we may get to
wondering who we really are. It m ay
be interesting, amusing, frustrating,
or even hurtful the way we a re
introduced.
The day I was married was a very
happy experience and one I have
never regretted. However, with th e
change of name to "Shirley Allen»
came a change in lifestyle.
A few years later I immers ed
myself in raising my two extremely
energetic sons. They took all my time
and energy. In a way I lived my life
through my children because they
occupied my time and thoughts just
about all day long. "Who was I at that
stage? I was definitely "Sheldon and
Darren's mother."
When my husband became a
minister after having been an
educator for many years, I again
had a change of name. This time I
became the "pastor's wife." Team

ministry lends itself to t he minister 's
wife b eing seen as an exte nsion of
her husband and n ot a person with
individu al spiritual gifts and uniqu e
contributions to make. Those of you
who are admin istr ators' wives may
fi n d t hat t his trend continues . Even
th ough yo u may have speakin g
appointments at differen t churches,
you may fi n d that you are inva riably
intro duced as the "president's wife,"
etc.
I am su r e th a t you m ust also
experience the mix of emotions t hat
go han d in hand with other p eople
not know ing exactly "who you a re."
There are times when you may not
even k n ow "who you are."
The good news is th at God do es.
He knows who you are. He knows
yo ur name. Isaiah 45:4 says, "I call
yo u by n ame." Each one of us is an
ind ividual, created by God in H is
im age. We have ou r ow n unique
character istics and ways . God knows
ever y intimate detail abou t us even
d own to t he numbering of t he h airs
on our h ead.
Whatever stage of life we may be
passing thro ugh as min ister's wives
we need to rememb er , " Th er e is
salvation in no one else, fo r there is
no other name under heaven given
amon g mortals by which we must be
saved" {Acts 4:1 2 N RSV) .
tt
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Bove Your Wives.?
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"Husbands, Love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the church, and gave

himself for it; That he might sanctify
it with the washing of water by the
word" (Ephesians 5:25, 26).

he love of Jesus is the life
foundation of husbands and
wives. The ways in which a
couple interact with one another
can make or break a relationship.
Because of the responsibilities and
time commitments many pastors
have, their wives may suffer the
consequences. Ask any pastor if he
loves his wife and he will assuredly
answer yes. Ask the same pastor if he
shows his wife how much she is loved
and there may be some hesitation
on his part when answering the
question.
Many of to day's pastors' wives are
feeling restless, confused, and
discouraged. They feel they must
bottle up their emotions and refrain
from telling their husbands about
their troubles, thoughts, and feelings.
Because pastors are so burdened

J
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with the church's problems, some
wives feel timid about saying anything that may make their husbands
more stressed.
Unfortunately, many pastors are
so wrapped up in their churches,
they give little time and emotion to
their wives. They have a role for their
wives and they expect them to strictly
adhere to that role, regardless of the
wives' feelings. It is so easy to take
out frustrations on the spouse.
But is that what Jesus expects from
pastors? No. Ephesians 5:25 tells
husbands to love their wives as
Christ loved the church. There is no
better example of love.
Dear Pastors, live in dependence
upon Jesus and His promises and
share your convictions with your
wives. If you do this, your wives will
honor and admire you. A woman
must feel respect for the man she
loves. Respect turns into admiration
and admiration into a deeper love.
Take care to listen to your wives,
cherish their words, and treat them
like Christ treats the church.
Pastors, love your wives, for they
0
in turn will reverence you.
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he other d ay my eleven-yearold expressed her displeasure
over th e nu mbe r of times
eac h week church commitment s
steal m e away from h er bedtim e
ritual. H er complaint caught me by
surprise because I had only recently
curtailed my nightly commitments
to two a week. I half kiddingly
countered, "Well, Kr istin , when
you're a pastor's wife, you'll under-

7

stand.~

"Da-a-a-d!" she rejoindered. "I'm
never getting marri( d."
"Just you wait!" I beamed, stroking
her thick brown hair.
That conversation set my mind to
thinking what a joy it would be to
have one, if not all three of m y
daughters, follow my wife and me
into full - time mini stry. Bu t, I
wond ered, what would be my part in
helping them hear God's call to a life
of Christian service? That required
a bit more reflection and a journey
into the caverns of my memory. You
see, I am a second-generation pastor.
I determined at an early age that I
wanted to be in t he ministry just like
my dad and mom. And as best as I
could d etermine, God wanted that
too. But if God wanted that for any
of my girls would He use what got
my attention? Perhaps. Now th at I
have my own children (also P.K.'s),
I've been reflecting on what m y
parents did right, and why I loved

being a ministr y kid.
1. They loved me. I never doubted
my parents loved me. They remi nded
me daily with words of affection and
hu gs t ha t articulated t h eir love.
Knowing t hat my m om an d dad
cared for me caused m e to willingly
consider t he various components of
t heir " wo rld." Thei r va lu es wer e
instructive (alt hough challenged at
tim es) . C hu r ch leader s were
welco med visi tors i n o u r ho me
(excep t when they took my d ad away
fro m playing catch ). My parents'
id io syncr a sies we r e put u p w ith
(p erh aps even celebrated ), and th eir
wo r k was impor tant. Early on I
wanted to be like them because they
m ade m e feel significan t.
My des ire to have Kristin, Allison,
or Lau ren live in a parsonage of t heir
o wn so m eday will only be taken
se rious ly to th e d egr ee t hat th ey
understand my unconditional love
fo r them. I m ust practice daily the
ar t o f praising t hem, taking t heir
interests seriously, and becoming a
part of their wor!d. lf I discern gifts
for m inistry in my children and wan t
to affirm t hem in t heir giftedness,
they will only be inclined to listen if
t heir car s are al ready angled in a
d irection they d eem essen tial.
2 . They involved me in their
world. As my d ad willingly became
involved in my world I wan ted to be
part of his. Fort u nately, he allowed
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me entrance into the many chambers
of his churt h-work. Many a day after
school I'd pedal my Schwinn to the
church where he would be immersed
in preparation for Sunday morning,
Sunday night, or Wednesday evening
services. My dad was never too busy
to express genuine joy at my
unexpected interruption. He'd push
back from his typewriter and spend
the next few minutes inquiring how
my day had gone. Then as he
returned to his two finge r technique
on his Royal typewriter, I'd sit back
amazed that my dad had read most
of the books that lined three walls
of his simple office. Sometimes I'd
lay on the floor of his study and play
with a wooden toy a missionary from
Mexico had given him. Other visits
I'd find him cuttin g stencils or
running off the bulletin on the
greasy mimeograph machine, He'd
let me watch as long as I promised
not to to uch (but som etim es I
fo rgo t) . I just wanted to be near him,
and he let me. When my dad and
mom h ad calls to m ake at the
hospital or nursing home they'd let
me tag along. I felt included.
Because my parents allowed me to
hang around them "on th e job," I
found myself emulating their duties.
After evening service my brother and
I would wait in Dad's office while
our parents visited. We'd take turns
sitting at his desk, r ifling through his
drawers, or typi n g a "b ull etin."
During m y after-school visits while
Dad was lost in meditation, I'd sneak
out into the sanctuary and preach to
empty pews. The height of the pulpit
kept me from seeing much, but my
dad could see that I was wanting to
be like him.
Dad let me breathe the oxygen of
his and Mom's occupation , so I
naturally found myself using their
vocatio n as a see db ed for m y
imagination. From as far back as I
can rem ember, while other kids
played army, house , do ctor, or
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Barbies, my brother and I played
church. Child's play translated into
trying on a possible future and was
much more than simply "dressing
up."
As they grow up my girls will be
more inclined to consider some
aspect of full-time Christian work if
they are expo sed to what Wendy and
I do, find delight in mimicking our
ministry, or simply visiting Daddy at
the church after school.
3. They made church fun.
Enj oying my visits to chu rch

gamin/he
minis!Iy loday
b~cause g was

given opporluniiies
lo les/ my gf!s in
myparent's
churc.£.

between Sundays was a key factor in
wanting to do what my dad did, but
just as important was enjoying
church on Sundays. Going to church
was not a have-to, it was a get- to. The
music was alive and inviting. The
Sunday School teachers cared for
kids and expressed their love beyond
their hour commitment once a week.
Children were incorporated into the
life of the congregation and made to
feel impo rtant. I didn't always track
with my dad's ser mons, but there
was the freedom to draw pictures,
leaf through the hymnal to make fun
of curious names, or suck on a
lifes aver ( cr ys t - o- mint were my

favo r ites). Sunday worship was a
positive experience that I hated to
mlSS.

As a pastor and a parent I would
do well to lead and develop programs
with an eye toward how kids are
perceiving what's going on. Creating
an atmosphere where my children
want to be will enhance the likelihood that they will be in church
wh en Go d's call on their life is
camouflaged as a sermon, a Sunday
School lesson, or a word of affirmation fro m a respected member.
4. They gave me opportunities to
serve. I can honestly say that I am in
the ministry today because I was
given oppor tunities to test my gifts
in my parents' church. At the age of
three I was allowed to stand alongside the ushers at the entrance to the
sanctuary and distribute hymnals. In
our tradition, even ing services
concluded with a "season of prayer"
at the altar, and I was permitted to
walk next to my dad as together we
"laid hands" on individuals as they
"prayed through" issues in their lives.
Even as a preschooler I was weighing
the mantle and evaluating the fi t.
'Nhen I was ten, my fath er woke me
at dawn to accompany him to the
ecumenical sunr ise ser vice at the
local footb all stadium. Wearing my
sport coat, slacks, and ti e I was
charged with the responsibility of
passing out bulletins. The pride of
being "one of the par ticipants" is an
emotion I can easily retrieve thirty
years later. It felt right to be involved.
As a junior-high-aged student I
was given the chance on numerous
occasions to give a testimony at the
Wednesday night service. As a high
school er I was invited to preach one
Sunday evening. I'm sure it wasn't a
wonderful experience for the people
in th e pews, but for the kid in the
pulpit it was an awesome pr ivilege.
That night intensified in my hear t
the desire to learn how to do it right.
My p arents also encouraged m y

participation in church choir tours,
short-term mission assignments,
and involvement in the Christian
Club at schooL Each opportunity
provided a chance to listen for God's
affirming voice as I used my own in
m inistry settings.
It is not too early to encourage my
girls to take on a bite-size task
around the church appropriate to
their age and ability. Ass isting the
sound man in setting up the microp hones would be a snap for my nineyear-old. Reading th e Scriptur e
lesson would be an enjoyable job for
my eleven-year-old. My four-yearold might even let me hold her while
I give my Father's Day meditation on
"The Parental Love of God." As t hey
grow into adolescence there will be
Sunday School classes in need of a
teacher, youth retreats in need of a
counselor, elementary-aged pewsitters
in need of a children's sermon,
pat ients in need of a visit, and
perhaps even a breakfast meeting in
need of a speaker. The call of God is
amplified thro ug h meaningful
experiences in a church context
where d esi r es are explored and
results are tested.
5. They gave me an education. My
parents encouraged me to get as
much education as I could. Part of
th eir motivation was based on a
desire for their sons to have what
their parents could not provide
them, but another motivating factor
was their astute conviction that a
life-long call to pastor would be
validated through the discipline of
study. I f my p er ceived call was
simply emotionally bas ed, it would
not stand the crucible of the classroom. My folks spared no expense in
helping me finance an under~graduate
education at a Christian liberal arts
college. It was a school that let me
use my gifts while I got my grades,
and then I was ready for seminar y
and Fuller Seminary was ready for
m e.

A lthough n o ca ll to a life of
Christian service ever came through
a sheepskin, there is no price tag that
can be placed on a quality education.
The call from God may not come in
textbooks, but it sure is confirmed
in the test tube of training. My
children will have the best schooling
opportunities I can provide.
6. They never pressured me. While
at Fuller I struggled rny first quar ter
with whether I had what it took to
make i t in th e ministry. I paid a visit
to the dean of students who wisely
suggested th at if there was anything
else I could do with my life other
than be a pastor, I should do it, but
then he quickly added, if there was
no getting rid of the urge, I'd better
hang in there.
Vlhat I received that sm oggy afternoon in Pasadena was the same
encouragement I'd received from my
parents ever since I had begun to talk
about going into the ministry. Never
did I feel the strong arm of a

p r eache r-father or pastor's wifemother when it came to dictating my
fu ture. In fa ct, when I showed some
promise as a radio annou ncer in
college, my parents gave me th e
green light to p u rsue a career in
broadcasting. Knowing I had th e
freedom to choose what I felt God
was leading me to d o kept me
following hard after my call, not my
parent's expectations.
Yes, it would thrill my heart to no
end to spend my retirement years as
a minister of visitation on the staff
of a church pastored by a daughter's
h usband, but there is no way [ will
ever lay th at trip on any of my girls.
I simply am committed to help ing
them exp lore t heir own giftedness
and goals in a family setting where
t he m inistry is a fact of their father's
and mo ther's life. In t he process I
will ask God to use my wife and I as
facilitators of His purpos es if He
should desire for t he ministry to be
a fact of their lives too. tl
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Eastern Africa Division
6 The Eastern Africa Division
office reports that ad ministrati ve
wives gathered in the wo rship room
for a special meeting. Angeline
Musvosvi led a discuss ion on
"Supporting Our Pastoral Husbands:'
They later exchanged recipes and
enjoyed a taste test of these treats.
6 Uganda Mission reports that 24
Shepherdesses accompanied their
husbands to the workers' meeting
held near Lira. This was the first
meeting for pastors' wives held in
the North. The ladies met in the
mornings, and t he couples met
together in the afternoons. Topics
included ways to enhance spiritual
growth, nutrition for the family and
hospitality. Demonstrations on table
settings and meals were enjoyed by
all.
6 Malawi Union reports that the
ladies of Bilila in Ntcheu were
blessed by their Shepherdess
meeting. They also held a two-week
evangelistic meeting. There are five
Shepherdess chapters in MalawiNorth Malawi Field, Central Malawi
Field, South Malawi Field, Malamulo
Chapter and Kanjedza Chepter.
6 The North Malawi Field
chapte r has 43 Shepherdesses and
the Mzimba Shepherdesses meet
every Tuesday to pray fo r their
husbands and visit the sick.
6 The South Malawi Field reports
that Shepherdesses held an
evangelistic effort at Helemans
village with Mrs. E. M. Kachoka
leading out. She is the retired widow
of a pastor. This was the first time a
religious meeting was ever allowed
in this village. Ten people accepted
Christ and have started Bible classes.
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6 The Kanjedza Chapter reports
that they are very involved in Family
Care meetings. It was in one of these
visits that the Lord led the pastors'
wives to a village chief who was a
chain smoker and heavy drinker.
After studying with him fo r some

time, he accepted Christ and now
awaits baptism.
6 The Zambia Union has six
Shepherdess chapters- Central
Z ambia Conference, Copperbelt
Field, East Zambia Field, North
Zambia Field, South Zambia Field

I

Kenya Maranatha Chapter Shepherdess.
Mrs. Eunice Wangai, Shepherdess Coordinator, second from left, front row.

and West Zambia Field. The l34
Sh eph erdesses are divided into
zones so that all can meet regularly
under the area directors. Zambia
also is thankful that a team of 9
Shepherdesses participated in the
crusade in the Khumanzi Village,
Chadiza. The evangelistic meetings
result ed in 15 baptism s and 32
converts.
'Cl Kenya has begun a visitation
program where the Shepherdess
leaders visit the district and station
levels to encourage each pastor's wife
in her su pport of h er husband.
Ra llies have been h eld in vario us
parts of the Union to encourage as
well as to strengthen the faith of the
Shepherdesses. One-day semina rs
have covered a variety o f subjects
including, cooker y, child car e,
health, husb and/wife relations hip
and spiritual growth.
'Cl The Kenya Maranatha Chapter
Shepherdesses met for a full week of
meetings and seminars held at St.
Georges Secondary School. It was
organized by Mrs. Eunice Wangai the
Shepherdess coordinator. Speakers
included Dr. MaryWangai speaking
on Depressi o n , an d Comm on
Gynecological Problems; Dr. Paul
Wa nga i on Drug Abuse and the
Fa mily; M r s. Ange nda on
Counseling Guidance; Mrs. M wasai
on Communication Skills; Mrs. ].
Kazibwe on Simple Home Nursing
and First Aid; Mrs. J. Mbugua on The
Shepherdess and Evangelism; Mrs.
Ombando on Prayer Life; and Mrs.
Eunice Wangai on the Shepherdess
Organization.
Southern Asia-Pacific Division
<0 Joy Tun , the Myanmar Mission
Shepherdess Coordinator reports
that the Shepherdesses in that region
have held 12 sem inars and 82
chap ter mee tings. Collectively as
pastors' wives they have made 1,258
personal visits for either evangelistic
or counseling requests. They are

responsible for 30 b aptisms in the
Myanmar Mission. Praise God for
the work of these dedicated pastors'
wives!
'Cl Dorothy Biswas, Shepherdess
Coordinator of Bangladesh Union
Mission, repor ts that for the first
time in the histor y of Nor th
Bangladesh Mission, a Shepherdess
evangelistic meeting was conducted
at Gobindopur. Mrs. Lucena
Chambugong was the organizer.
Two mont hs before the meetings
she involved all of the ministers'
wives of that area in cottage
meetings and preparing baptismal
candidates. At the end of the
meetings 34 people were baptized.

Th e them e of th e evan gelistic
meetings was "Experience the Power
of His Wo rd."

New members of the Godindopur
Church, Bangladesh Union Mission

The Baptism at Gobindopur, Bangladesh Union Mission
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tt Roseline Halder reports that the
pastors' wives held a meeting in
Amritapur in the Rajshahi Distr ict
of the Bangladesh Union Mission.
As a result of this outreach 44 people
accepted Christ and were baptized.
Shepherdess International provided

the fundin g for pastors' wives to hold
this evangelistic campaign.
Southern Asia Division
t;r Doro thy Watts reports that on
the way to a baptism, a woma n
stepped near a snakes nest. A black

snake came out and bit her big toe
and then went back inside the nest.
"She will die," the people said. " The
ho spital is too far away. There is
no thing we can do." M ar garet
Nathan iel, former Shepherdess
Coordin ator for the Southern Asia
Division was there to help the new
members learn h ow to co nd uc t
children's Sabbath School programs.
She gathered a group together for
special prayer for the woman. Then,
she made a solution of charcoal
water and soaked the woman's foot
for 30 minutes. After that she placed
a poul tice on the toe and they
continued on to the baptismal spot.
Soon after the baptism the pain was
completely gone. The next Sabbath
the women was at Sabbath School
smiling br oadly. "Jesus Christ has
healed me of the snake bite!" she
said.
Your Shepherdess Chapter
tl We would like to feature the
evangelistic activities, seminars and
meetings, or items of general interest
about your Shepherdess Chapter in
coming issues of the Jo urnal. Send a
shor t description of yo ur chapter's
newsworthy events and activities
alo ng with photographic prints of
th e h appening if available to
Shepherd ess I nternational, 1250 1
Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring,
MD 20904 USA.
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The baptism held at the conclusion of the pastors' wives evangelistic meetings
in Amritapur, Bangladesh Union Mission

24 7£e f/atJrnal, Second Quarter 1999

www.adventist.org/ministerial

