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WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN NOBODY SEES YOU?

1. In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god. 
2. In this opportunity I want to invite you to search together and read in the Bible Daniel 1:1-4.
It's a story that you know very well, it's one of those characters that we hear a lot of lessons about.
With only the biblical quote you discover the character: Daniel.

3. Normally, when we read the Bible we overlook the details; I want to invite you to try to have an answer to the question that is here for a moment. I don't know if for some moment or on some occasion you have asked yourself this question: Why didn't the king of Babylon give the order to bring qualified labor for construction, or people gifted in making artifacts with metal, bronze, etc.?

4.   The king of Babylon was very clever to destroy or discard what could serve him from the conquered nations; not only did he carry the golden utensils, but he knew that the nation of Israel, even though it was conquered by Babylon, had people of great value, which made them particular, which called his attention.

5. You can imagine the privileges they had in Israel, Daniel and the rest of the young men who were taken to Babylon because they belonged to the nobility of their country.
They certainly lived in the best places in the nation, had access to the best food, to the best education and the best entertainment.
Although they did not choose to belong to the nobility, they certainly enjoyed all the privileges they had just by having the parents they had.
Bible historians believe that the young people they brought from Israel were between 14 and 17 years old.

6. Not all young people have parents who can work in Christ's church.
Believe it or not, there are many young people your age who would have liked to have parents working in the Adventist church like you do.
To be able to enjoy the privileges that you have since you were a child, in the same way that Daniel enjoyed the privileges in Israel.
Your parents have raised you with good food, food that is now being adopted by people who don't know anything about the dietary principles of the SDA, but do so because they want to live healthy.

You are different from the others, because the others did not have access to that knowledge of food that your parents had, and not only the knowledge, but access to the economic resources to be able to acquire the food.
Your parents enjoy job security, which gives you access to education, clothing, vacations, gifts, etc.
You are privileged to be a son of an SDA pastor.

7. Why did he choose you to be part of the nobility? That's a good question to ask God when you see him in heaven.
Now there is no need to ask why God chose you and made you part of the nobility of the SDA, it is better to ask: WHY did GOD make you part of the nobility of the SDA?       I do not know if it is so, or GOD made you part ...

8. Have you ever asked yourself that question, why didn't God leave Daniel and the other young men in Israel, where they would surely grow up placing their gifts at the service of God and the Jewish nation?
Or perhaps if Daniel and the other young men who were taken captive to Babylon, if they remained in Israel, they were not going to fulfill God's purpose for their lives?
Let me tell you on this occasion that we all have a divine purpose to fulfill on this earth, and God knows where we will best fulfill that mission: To tell other young people about Jesus, about that God who loves them and who is ready to come and get them to live forever with him.

9. Daniel's parents knew that he had a mission to fulfill on this earth, they thought that this mission would be fulfilled by his side, they did not know the future. However, they decided to educate him in the best way.
Surely the above sentence reminded you of your education, your meals at home, the education you had at home.
Your parents did not allow you to practice certain habits or eat certain foods, because they wanted to prepare you in the best way for the fulfillment of the mission that God has for you.

10. Do you already understand that you are responsible before God for everything you do?
Have you understood that you are a prince, that you belong to the nobility, that you have a mission to fulfill?

11. The mission that Jesus assigns to you is: To make his Name known wherever you are.

It's not your parents' mission, it's YOUR MISSION.
As you are receiving this seminar, Jesus reveals himself to you to tell you: I HAVE A JOB FOR YOU, A MISSION FOR YOU.
And that mission is: to make myself known, to make disciples.

12. This question comes to your mind, perhaps accompanied by other thoughts such as: I am not a pastor, I am not an SDA worker, My parents were the ones who decided to be workers.

13. You can fulfill that mission, following the example of Daniel, our character.
In the book of Daniel, chapter 1:8, we read that "Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself
Thanks to that decision, Daniel was able to fulfill his mission in the court of Babylon, to make his God known.

14. Daniel did not live in a protection bubble. Now, because of the Covid-19 issue, the term protection bubble has become famous. This is just a place where a certain group of uncontaminated people from Covid-19 can continue their activities; only people with similar characteristics can be in that bubble, for example: the NBA created a protection bubble in the parks of Orlando, Florida, to end the 2019-2020 basketball season.
Daniel did not always live with his parents, Babylon was a strange school to enable him to fulfill his mission.
Although Daniel was taken out of his bubble of protection, he lived without being corrupted and even more, he fulfilled the mission that God had for him, because in Babylon everyone came to know the God of Daniel, the God of the Hebrews, the true God.
And how could Daniel fulfill his mission when he was so far away from his parents? Because he made the decision to be faithful to the lessons received in his childhood. 

15. For the Hebrews the name was of high value, since it reflected the character or desire of the parents for their son or daughter; from being called Daniel he was called Balthasar; from being called "God is my judge" to being called "the prince of Bel", a Babylonian god.
Most Bible commentators agree that Daniel was made a eunuch, castrated; he could not dream of marrying and having children.

16.You have not lived in captivity like Daniel, you have lived in a bubble of protection. That protection is not to make you feel like you are more than other kids your age.
That protection your parents gave you is because God inspired them to give it to you.
To fulfill your mission: To make Jesus known to others, to tell them that Jesus loves them, and thus make disciples.
You must decide like Daniel not to corrupt yourself with anything, not to corrupt yourself with your food, not to corrupt yourself with what you see when you are alone, not to corrupt yourself with what you hear when you are alone, not to corrupt yourself with what you speak, not to corrupt yourself when no one sees you.

17. Will you accept the mission that God has for you? How will you answer this question, will you say to God:  I will go?
If anyone had "excuses" for not fulfilling his mission, it was Daniel. Maybe you're thinking, "I'm too young," Daniel was between 14 and 17 years old.
Perhaps you think: "I don't want to be separated from my parents like Daniel was", you don't have to leave your neighborhood to fulfill the mission.
Remember that you are part of the nobility and that title comes with gifts, faculties and talents that God gives you with a purpose: To fulfill the mission, to be able to say to God: "I WILL GO".

18. I want to introduce you to a friend, his name is *Javier (name changed); he lives in Bogota, Colombia, he has a disability, he lives with his mother, he is 17 years old with a mind of a six-year-old boy; he has never been camping, he has never bathed in a pool, he has never done the activities they do in a Pathfinder Club.
The sector where Javier lives is one of scarce resources.
A group of friends where there are two daughters of pastors who attended an SDA, where the work of the clubs is strong, very good, decided to leave that SDA because they felt the call of Jesus to do mission.
That group felt that the resources they had could be needed elsewhere, so they decided to pray and ask God to show them a place to fulfill the mission of making disciples within the same city, a place they had???????
God answered the prayer through a person who lived in the neighborhood of Nicolas, where there was an SDA; in this church there were not enough people to work for the children and adolescents of the neighborhood and the church.
So they decided to leave the comfortable church they had been attending for over 10 years; a large, physically beautiful church with nice members, and arrive at a small church to fulfill the mission God had for them.
Every Saturday afternoon for a year they attended that little church in order to show and teach Jesus to kids who had never heard of him.
They developed the activities of the Adventurer and Pathfinder clubs, and also dramatized stories that transmitted values, in addition to carrying out and preparing the activities for the camp.

*Javier never missed Saturday meetings, because for him it was a very special time, when he had fun and wanted to swim in a pool for the first time in his life.
In spite of his disability he learned some songs that spoke of the love of Jesus.
Nicolas entered a pool for the first time; he knew about Jesus, thanks to a group of young people who told him: "I will go, I will fulfill the mission you have for me". Check if it's Javier or Nicolas.

19. Get together with your closest friends, you can do it physically or virtually.
Identify what you are experienced in or like to do.
Pray to God to show you a place to do what you like.
Talk to your parents and tell them that you want to fulfill the mission that God has given you because he has also endowed you with gifts and talents.
Design a plan for 12 Saturdays, to teach others about Jesus through what you know how to do, what you like, in the company of your friends.
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