[bookmark: _GoBack]Have you lost your taste?

SLIDE 1

When Jesus spoke these words, it was the first time He had spoken to the crowds. You could say that this was his inaugural address. When the president of a country takes office, what makes that day so important? Why do all people, journalists, opposition parties, and public opinion so aware of his opening address? Because in that speech, the president reveals his plan to the county, what he wants to carry out during his term, he tells the citizens of his country what he expects of them.  Well, Jesus, in his opening address, presents the conditions of citizenship of His kingdom.

SLIDE 2
[bookmark: _Hlk54892613]Why did Jesus use this phrase as a metaphor?
Let's find out!

SLIDE 3
The previous slide is a declaration. In ancient times, salt had a significant value. The Greeks believed that salt was divine. The Romans expressed concerning salt: that nothing was more useful than the sun and salt.
Virtuous or courageous people were told: "People like these are the salt."

SLIDE 4
In the time of Jesus, salt came to symbolize three qualities.
First: Salt was a symbol of purity. It was considered pure because it came from two things: the sea and the sun.
Salt was part of the offerings that people offered to their gods. Jewish sacrifices were offered with salt. Therefore, when Jesus says that "you are the salt of the earth," he is telling you that you must be an example of purity.






SLIDE 5
What are some characteristics of the place where you live, study, and work, is that moral principles have lowered, spiritual values ​​are discarded?

Young people like you must maintain a level of absolute purity in the way you speak, behave, and think: "I will go" and fulfill the mission.

SLIDE 6
When you were a baby, your parents dedicated you to God in a special ceremony; they wanted you to remain pure. On that day, they dressed you up in your best clothes, organized the Church, bought beautiful flowers, and invited your closest friends and family for that day. They did everything they could to dedicate you to Jesus; they wanted YOU to be PURE.  You cannot go beyond the limits of strict honesty. You cannot allow profanity and suggestive terms to be a part of you.

SLIDE 7
Another quality attributed to salt in the time of Jesus was conservation; it was the most common of all preservatives.
It was used to keep things from going bad and to avoid putrefaction.
Salt preserves from corruption; if you are the salt of the earth, you must fulfill an antiseptic function in life.

SLIDE 8
You know that certain friends, friends, with whom it is easy to be good, behave well, sing, and read about spiritual subjects.
And you also know that certain friends and the company you keep can easily lower your moral principles.
You can tell a "dirty" story to some people without it being a problem, and there are others that you would think to say it to.
A young man like YOU must be the person who, with his presence, excludes corruption and helps others to be pure.
[bookmark: _Hlk54891754]You must be known as a young man who would not tell ethnic jokes, a young man who would not be invited to watch movies, Netflix series, Amazon Prime, TV shows with obscene content.


Young men should not listen to music with dirty messages and lyrics.
Not to be called or made the "carrot," as we say in Colombia, but because you want to please Jesus because you want to be a "salt" to be a "preservative."

SLIDE 9
What are the most apparent qualities of salt?  It gives flavor to the food. Have you tried foods without salt? How have you found the foods without salt? Can you imagine your favorite dish, the one that you hope to eat on the day of your birthday celebration without salt?
What is the first thing you do when you realize that the food is bland, without flavor? We look for salt immediately. Food without salt is tasteless and can even make you want to vomit; food without salt is not pleasant.

SLIDE 10
When a young Christian like you committed to the mission field, his life is like salt is to food?
A young Christian should "spice up" their life.
The sad thing is that young people and adolescents who do not know Jesus hear the word "Christian" or "young Christian" and identify it with something that takes away the flavor of life.

SLIDE 11
Let me tell you some history.
Emperor Constantine made Christianity the religion of the Roman Empire; after him, he raised another emperor named Julian.
And Emperor Julian wanted to remove Christianity as a religion from the empire, and do you know why?
He said: "Have you seen the faces of the Christians? Sunken eyes, pale cheeks, they are full of ambition; the sun also shines for them, but they don't see it; the earth offers them its fullness, but they don't want it; all they want is to give up and suffer to die as soon as posible." William Barclay, Commentary on the New Testament, 1999.





SLIDE 12
If you were in the presence of Emperor Julian, would he recognize that you are a Christian because of the seasoning or flavor that you give to life or because of your sadness?

For Emperor Julian, Christianity took the joy out of life. Teenagers and young people like you are not attracted to anything in the Christian world; why is that? The teenagers and young Christians should be in charge of selling the image that being a young Christian are not boring, sad, or full of prohibitions.
Don't eat, don't drink
Don't look, Don't, etc., etc.
The young Christian has a more abundant life than other young people, and adolescents need to rediscover the brilliance and lost joy in Christianity.

SLIDE 13
Wherever you are, you should demonstrate comfort, joy, and hope, 
Suppose your friends from college or university are nervous or worried about their future, or worried about the protests taking place, and about the increasing violence. In that case, you should be the "salt" season and have words of faith and hope.
Suppose your friends are depressed or sad because they live in a hostile environment in their homes. In that case, you should be like "salt" and lift them up whenever you are around them, give them hope and joy, invite them to social activities, in Church or outside of it, sometimes we believe that an invitation to eat ice cream, to eat pizza, etc., does not make a difference in their lives, but it does.
If your friends are tired of being sick, be the "salt" and "season" in their life, visit them frequently, talk to them and tell them that Jesus has a place where there will be no more sickness, pain, or death.
If your friends are tired of being alone in this world because their parents abandoned them, you should be the "salt" and "season" their life; how? By becoming their family, celebrating their birthday, invite them to eat at your house, invite them to talk.
Wherever you are, you must radiate joy and hope.





SLIDE 14
Jesus said: "that, if the salt loses its flavor, it is no longer good for anything, and that it is thrown away so that everyone can step on it."
How can we understand this?
In Palestine, ordinary kilns are outside the house and are built of stone on top of pottery called tiles.
In these ovens, "to conserve heat, a thick layer of salt is put under the floor, from the ceramic tile."
After a certain time, salt decomposes, the ceramic tile is lifted, the salt is removed and thrown on the way to the oven door because it has lost its power to heat the ceramic tile.

SLIDE 15
What if you, as a young person and adolescent, are not fulfilling the mission of bringing others to Jesus? If you do not give flavor to others' lives, you will not fulfill your purpose if you are not saying: "I WILL GO."

SLIDE 16
If you were the salt and you fulfill your mission if you say: "I WILL GO," I will go to complete the mission.
Your life's meaning is to be the salt of the earth; what happens when someone eats a lot of salt? It makes you thirsty; when you become the "salt of the earth," your friends will thirst for Jesus in the places you move.
You cannot lose your flavor, and have taste, be the "salt," it does not depend on how old you are, it should not rely on your parents, it is YOUR decision.
You must give purity to your life and that of your friends; you must help keep good habits in yourself and others.

SLIDE 17
The challenge: This challenge has several components
• First, make a list of "things" that you know do not help you be pure; Pray and burn that list as a symbol that you want to drop all of it.
• Second, identify which friendships are not suitable for you to preserve purity in your life; Then talk to them and explain that unless there is a change in the way act, you will no longer be able to continue being their friend because you have decided not to lose the "flavor."
• Third, create a SALT Project and get out of your comfort zone. In this project, you should carry out acts of kindness in your community by helping others through the donation of food, time, health teams, etc. Be sure and invite other people to join you. Don't forget always to add "grains of salt" frequently.
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