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The Meaning of

Christmas

ADLAI A. ESTEB

HRISTMAS means more than tinsel or
snow or sleigh bells or glittering gifts
on Christmas trees.

Christmas means forgetting self and re-
membering those who have no Christmas.
It means leaving our little heavens as Jesus
left His big heaven to visit those who need
help and who need to hear a message of
peace and hope and cheer.

Christmas means the bright eyes of little
children made glad by a demonstration of
unselfish love.

Christmas means revived hope in the
hearts of fathers and mothers who because
of some tragedy had lost hope of giving
their children a merry Christmas until a
modern good Samaritan came along with
a gift of tood.
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Christmas means that Kindness 1is
“Queen for a Day,” and what a happier
world she makes. We cannot help wishing
that she would rule the world every day
of the year. What transformations are
wrought by kindness! It turns hovels of
hate into havens of happiness!

Christmas means that a hard, cruel, self-
ish, war-weary world looks for a brief time
into the face of God. It looks into a manger
and sees the face of a little Babe. It sees a
fleeting vision of what a little Babe can do
to make a better world. It hears for a mo-
ment the song of the angels, singing: “On
earth peace, good will toward men.” It
sees how hard, selfish hearts can be broken
and the fountains of love begin to flow in
a gladsome stream. It sees the miser’s
clutched hand relax for a day as a little
flash of light from heaven shines into his
darkened soul. It sees businessmen forget
the profit they planned to get and begin
to plan to give. And how many suddenly
discover that we make a living by what we
get but we make a life by what we give!
Christmas helps many people begin to live!

Christmas causes prodigal sons and
daughters to pause in their wayward, down-
ward course and think of mother and fa-
ther and home. Then little remembrances
are sent to revive hope in the hearts of
lonely, hungry ones waiting by the mail-
box.

No, Christmas is not in the snow or the
tinseled tree or even in the gifts we send.
It is in the spirit of love; it is in the Spirit
of God walking abroad in the land. It is the
only time of the year that some hearts
open to let Him in. O that we would make
every day Christmas! Christmas means we
have heard the music of the bells of love.
It means we have smelled the fragrance of
the rose of love. Christmas means we can
still feel the power of the love of God.
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Important News

Our workers in many parts of the world will be happy to
know that by Autumn Council action October 26, the Read-
ing Course or Ministerial Book Club has been reinstated.
This is in response to many urgent requests by individual
leaders as well as Division Council actions.

We have English-reading workers in many areas that have
practically no access to religious book stores and are thus de-
prived of opportunities that others have at the home base,
Look for further information in the January issue.
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A Physician Looks at the Virgin Birth™

L. NELSON BELL, M.D., F.A.C.S.

OUR Christian faith and
heritage holds certain
doctrines to be essential, such
as the deity of our Lord, his
virgin birth, his atoning work,
his bodily resurrection, and
his return in glory.

Because of their impor-
tance, Christians should show an intelligent
understanding of these doctrines and, as
occasion arises, be ready to “give an an-
swer to every man that asketh,” an answer
that will be accurate and helpful.

In recent years it has become increas-
ingly popular to discount the importance of
the virgin birth, the usual excuse being
that the doctrine is not “essential.”

In one sense, it is true that faith in our
Lord’s virgin birth is not essential to salva-
tion. But saving faith in Jesus Christ has to
do with both his person and his work. Be-
cause the implications of the virgin birth
bear an inextricable relationship to his
person, it becomes a doctrine of great sig-
nificance. For the person and work of our
Lord can never be separated one from the
other.

This being true, we are wise if we re-
study some reasons why evangelical Chris-
tians believe the virgin birth.

Some argue against the virgin birth be-
cause of the silence of Mark, John and
Paul. This seems more a subterfuge than
an argument. Mark begins his Gospel with
the commencement of Christ’s public min-
istry. John traces the divine descent of
Jesus and tells us, “The Word became
flesh”; but how this miracle was accom-
plished he does not say, for others had
given these details and he took them for
granted. Nor was Paul ignorant of this. He
had had Luke as his close companion. He
does not enter into this personal matter,

* Reprinted by permission from Christianity Today, Dec.
9, 1957. Dr. Bell served many years as a medical missionary
in China where his daughter Ruth, now wife of Evangelist
Billy Grabam, was born. He is now on the Editorial Council
of Christianity Today.—EDpITORS.
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but rather emphasizes the facts of our
Lord’s public ministry, death and resur-
rection. His stress on the pre-existent Christ
as the eternal Son of God would certainly
imply a knowledge that when he “emptied”
himself and was “born of a woman, born
under the law,” but “knew no sin,” that
this transition was a supernatural act made
in a supernatural way. One wonders why
some who argue from the silence of Paul
on this subject seem so unwilling at the
same time to accept Paul’s clear teaching
with reference to the Lord’s return. Argu-
ments must be logical and honest if they
are to be effective.

We believe the virgin bivth because the
Bible states plainly and unequivocally that
Jesus was born of a virgin. Both Matthew
and Luke give the background and de-
tails of the event with wonderful delicacy
and with unmistakable clarity. Luke is
thought to have received his story directly
trom Mary. Matthew may have gotten his
information from Joseph. Matthew states
categorically that the virgin birth was a
direct fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy. To
the evangelical these clear statements are
sufficient.

We believe in the virgin birth because
the doctrine has been held in unbroken
sequence in the Church until the rise of
the modern higher critical school char-
acterized by its questioning, or denial, of
the supernatural and the miraculous. This
divergence from the evangelical faith be-
gan in Germany during the past century
and has continued down to our own day,
English and American theological circles
not escaping its influence. While tradition
is not infallible, nevertheless the fact that
belief in the virgin birth has come to us
down through the centuries, from those
who lived closest to those early events,
carries great weight.

We believe in the virgin birth because it
is the only logical explanation of the in-
carnation, of the union of deity and hu-
manity in one person. Dr. James Orr, noted
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Scottish professor, once wrote: “Among
those who reject the virgin birth I do not
know a single one who takes in, in other
respects, an adequate view of the person
and work of the Saviour.” When one tam-
pers with great doctrines of Christianity,
particularly those relating to the person and
work of our Lord, one does not pull out
a doctrine here and there and leave an un-
impaired Christ. A careful reading of
God’s Word makes it abundantly clear that
these great truths hang together, and fit
together perfectly.

We believe in the virgin birth because it
is not one whit more remarkable than the
bodily resurrection of our Lord, the key-
stone of our hope of eternity and one of
the best attested facts of history. Our faith
does not stagger at the glorious truth that
our Saviour died for our sins and arose for
our justification. Nor should it hold back
when faced with the record of how he
came into the world. If we look at the life
of Christ in retrospect—his life, miracles,
teachings, claims, death, resurrection and
ascension—his virgin birth fits the pic-
ture as the only logical explanation of his
entrance into the world.

We believe in the virgin birth because
the one who was born was the Creator of
the world, and he now comes back to
redeem it for his own. It is no idle tale that,
“In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God.” We go on to learn,
“All things were made by him and without
him was not anything made that was made.”
In the supernatural course of events it is
only logical that he should come in a
supernatural way.

We are convinced of the virgin bivth
because no other explanation is possible
of the psychology involved in the reac-
tions of those intimately associated with the
event. Internal evidences here are so over-
whelming that this factor cannot be over-
estimated. Remember the strict Jewish law
with reference to espousal—as binding as
marriage itself. Remember also the Jewish
law with reference to adultery—a betrothed
person to be punished with death, if found
guilty, just as though the marriage had
taken place.

What about Mary? It would have been
impossible for her to hide the fact. Further-
more, she would have had to face the ac-
cusation of her own relatives and acquaint-
ances, and these would have had to be
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made before the responsible priest of that
time, Zacharias himself. Rather than hide
her condition, she went and with great
joy told her cousin Elizabeth.
Furthermore, her own reaction shows
the purity and innocency of her heart. She
does not cringe at the announcement, but
asks a searchingly pertinent question: How
can this be biologically possible? ‘““Then
said Mary unto the angel, How shall this

=2

be, seeing I know not a man?

Heaven and earth are no wider apart today
than when shepherds listened to the angels’
song. Humanity is still as much the object of
heaven’s solicitude as when common men of
common occupations met angels at noonday,
and talked with the heavenly messengers in the
vineyards and the fields. To us in the commeon
walks of life, heaven may be very mear. Angels
from the courts above will attend the steps of
those who come and go at God’s command.—
The Desire of Ages, p. 48.

Only God’s Holy Spirit could have di-
rected the reply of the angel, a statement
so absolute in its clarity and meaning that
any can understand, and yet so pure in im-
plication that any young girl can read it
without a blush: “And the angel answered
and said unto her, the Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore
also that holy thing which shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God.”

Mary’s reaction to this statement, which
she accepted but could not fully under-
stand, was in itself a wonderful submis-
sion to something which could have be-
come an intolerable ordeal: “Behold the
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me ac-
cording to Thy word.” And later: “Mary
kept all these things, and pondered them
in her heart.”

But what about Joseph? Here too we
see a miracle of grace. Through faith he
accepted a situation he could not ap-
prehend. God knew the perplexing and dis-
tressing problem that he, the espoused hus-
band of Mary, faced, and God spoke to him
by a direct revelation, just as he had to
Mary.

But, probably the crowning evidence is
seen in Marys behavior at the cross.

(Turn to page 33)
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A Mind to the Task™

RAYMOND F. COTTRELL

Associate Editor, “Review and Herald”

RESIDENT DICK, mem-

bers of the Board of
Trustees, of the faculty, of the
graduating class, and guests,
greeting!

In the annals of sacred his-
tory there is a roster of the
mighty men of valor who as-
sembled at Hebron to crown David king
over all Israel, ten thousand from this tribe
and fifty thousand from that. Among the
chronicler’s comments on the respective
skills of the various detachments he tells
something unique about the relatively
small delegation from the tribe of Issachar.
It was composed, so the record goes, of two
hundred “men that had understanding
of the times, to know what Israel ought
to do.” Tonight we come together to salute
the valor of another group of men who
have proved themselves and been deemed
worthy by their mentors. In the annals of
the Advent Movement may it be written
that the graduates of Potomac University
were all men who understood the times
and knew what Israel ought to do.

Reaching for the Stars

Within the heart of man the Creator im-
planted a profound desire to know, to un-
derstand, to solve, the problems with which
life confronts him. This profound desire is
the basic drive mechanism of the human
intellect. It prompts a child’s insatiable
curiosity, his endless “What, Daddy? . . .
How? .. . Why?” A wise Creator intended
this inborn aspiration to reach for the
stars to be the mainspring of human bless-
ing and happiness, a spur to ever loftier
attainments, an open door to the ever
more abundant life to which divine wis-
dom ordained man throughout his in-
tended span of existence—eternity.

The human brain is approximately three
pounds of pinkish-gray jellylike matter

* Address given at the 31st commencement exercise of the
Potomac University held in the Sligo church, September 4,
1958.
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composed of some 10 billion cells, each a
potential memory capsule for one unit of
information. On these 10 billion cells, by
means of the electrical current of the brain,
reason plays like a master organist, select-
ing and composing the random notes of
knowledge into a symphony of understand-
ing, and then arranging a cluster of un-
derstandings into a concert of wisdom suf-
ficient to solve the problems of life. It is
this ability of the human intellect to ana-
lyze and synthesize stored information that
enables the higher power of the mind—
choice, the conscience, and the will—to
function effectively.

The Function of Advanced Education

We have already mentioned the fact that
God implanted within the human mind an
instinctive desire to know, designing that
this should spur man on to ever greater
attainments throughout eternity. Corotlary
to this is the fact that the capacity to
learn—to acquire knowledge, to develop
understanding, to mature wisdom—with
which the Creator endowed man, must also
have been infinite. Otherwise, how could
he keep on learning and progressing
throughout eternity? Yet we find that the
average person today never develops more
than an infinitesimal fraction.of his po-
tential capacity.

It is the work of true education to
develop this latent power, to train men to
be thinkers and not mere reflectors of other
men’s thought. Instead of educated weak-
lings, institutions of learning may send
forth men strong to think and to act; men
who are masters and not slaves of cir-
cumstances; men who possess breadth of
mind, clearness of thought, and the courage
of their convictions. It is a function of all
education to promote and accelerate the
development of the mind, and of advanced
education in particular so to expand and
mature the powers of intellect as to provide
the world with qualified leaders for every
human enterprise. It is the special objec-
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tive of Potomac University to train the
future leaders of the Advent Movement,
to provide it with men who understand
the times and who know what Israel ought
to do today, to qualify them to cooperate
more intelligently, and thus more  effec-
tively, with the agencies of heaven in pro-
claiming God’s last message of mercy to all
men in our time.

Now, we would not forget that leader-
ship in today’s world is a happy combina-
tion of advanced training plus practical
experience. Some of you have already been
seasoned by many years of such experience;
some are looking forward to that maturing
process. The degree to be conferred upon
each of you tonight, we trust, represents
an increased capacity to profit from expe-
rience. Unless this be true, the degree is
little more than a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal, and anyone for whom commence-
ment is the last rite of the learning process
participates in this service as he would at
his own funeral.

Barriers to Progress

Thus far we have considered the relation
of the human intellect to the Creator’s
purpose for it. Now let us examine some
of the barriers erected to its effective func-
tion by the evil alchemy of the perverter of
all wisdom.

There is no more formidable obstacle to
mental growth than the idea that one has
already attained perfection. Satisfaction
with things as tlgey are is an impassable
barrier to things as they might be. It locks
and bolts the door to progress and tosses
away the key. “How can one improve when
he thinks his ways perfect?”—Testimonies,

vol. 7, p. 200. Could it be that what is true
of us as individuals in this respect may
also be true of us collectively as a church?
Could it be possible we have tended to
assume that—because they have afforded us
a commendable measure of success—our
present concept of truth, the present scope
of our plans, the present state of our or-
ganization, and our present methods are
the best that can be devised?

We laud the vision, the daring, the
achievements, of the pioneers of the Advent
message. We look with confidence to those
who lead the army of the cross today. But
reverence for heroes of the past does not
oblige us to snuggle complacently into the
laps of the mental statues we have erected
to commemorate their sacrificial labors. It
is our privilege to stand instead, as it were,
upon their shoulders and to reach for the
stars. Do you not think they would have
it so, were it their privilege to be with us
tonight? The spirit of the pioneers of the
Advent Movement was the spirit of an
ever-expanding frontier. We still need that
spirit. There was nothing rusty about James
White’s mind. He often maintained that
he would rather wear out than rust out, and
he lived to see his wish come true. Uriah
Smith, shortly before his death, lamented
to M. C. Wilcox that he had been able
to devote so little study to some portions of
the book of Revelation, and earnestly
hoped that others after him would find
time for a more thorough study of the

"book. Both literally and figuratively we

have advanced from a cattle hack to a
Cadillac in one brief generation, but

are we vet altogether free from the check-
rein of a stagecoach psychology?

DECEMBER, 1958

The 31st and largest graduating class from the Theological Seminary and the School of Graduate Studies.
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When going to the mission field some
twenty-five years ago, we were counseled
that more than anything else the mission-
ary should equip himself with the trait of
adaptability. We took that counsel se-
riously, and are inclined to the belief that
its usefulness is not limited to the overseas
divisions. As a skier speeds down a steep
mountain slope his balance depends upon
the ability to make instant bodily adjust-
ment to every variation in the surface of
the snow. We too need flexibility—in our
thinking and planning—in order to deal

A Man May Go to Heaven

Without Health,
Without Wealth,
Without Fame,
Without a Great Name,
‘Without Learning,
Without Big Earning,
Without Culture,
Without Beauty,
Without Friends,
Without Ten Thousand Other Things,
But He Can
Never Go to Heaven
Without Christ!

effectively with new situations and prob-
lems as they arise. The inflexible, dogmatic
mind looks out upon life with a fixed stare
that differs in no significant respect from
that of a dead man.

According to Rear Admiral Rickover
available estimates indicate that the sum of
human knowledge now doubles approxi-
mately every fifteen years. For centuries
progress was accidental and haphazard, but
in recent decades men have become ob-
sessed with the idea of planned progress.
Witness the vast sums science, industry, and
government are plowing into the field of
basic research for atomic reactors and in-
tercontinental missiles, for Salk polio vac-
cine and cancer research, for earth satel-
lites and moon satellites. The surest thing
in the world today is change, and if we
hesitate to adapt our plans to compensate
for this inevitable fact of modern life, we
thereby disqualify ourselves for coping
with its problems and responsibilities.

We do not intend to imply that we con-
sider change necessarily a good thing, in
and of itself; we simply observe that change

8

is inevitable, that improvement is requisite
to progress, and that as a denomination we
need a built-in mechanism for planning
our adjustment, as a people, to the chang-
ing demands of an ever-changing situation.
Modern industry is fully sold on the need
of continuous, planned research to im-
prove its products and processes. Should
not the church act on a similar conviction
with respect to souls and the processes by
which they are won to the kingdom? “The
old order changeth, yielding place to new,
and God fulfils himself in many ways, lest
one good custom should corrupt the
world.”—TENNYsoN, “The Passing of
Arthur,” in Idylls of the King.

Sometimes we allude with smug ecclesi-
astical satisfaction to the fact that this or
that denomination has not advanced be-
yond its founding fathers in its grasp of
truth. But are we altogether consistent if
we condemn in others what we tacitly con-
done, sometimes possibly even commend in
ourselves? Perhaps it would be well to in-
quire what advancement we as a people
have made toward a broader, deeper, richer
understanding of the Word of God since
our revered pioneers closed their Bibles
and laid them down for the last time. Is it
possible that we enshrine them as heroes of
the faith, yet ourselves fail to nurture the
spirit and vision that made them able in-
struments in God’s hand? Are we in danger
of considering our duty fulfilled once we
have ceremoniously built their tombs and
whitewashed their sepulthers?

We thank God for the men of vision and
valor who have gone before us, for heroes
of the faith such as Joseph Bates, James
‘White, J. N. Andrews, Uriah Smith, A. G.
Daniells, F. M. Wilcox, and Percy T. Ma-
gan; for some who still walk among us,
such as M. E. Kern, J. L. McElhany,
H. W. Miller, George McCready Price, and
W. H. Branson; and for the galaxy of
worthies who are now bearing the heat of
the day. Indeed, we might well spend all
evening in the Adventist hall of fame, and
then go home in all humility to prepare a
lengthy and inspiring additional note to
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. But time
would fail us. All these have labored in
faith without receiving the promise. To-
night this commencement exercise declares
the conviction of the church that without
you, graduates of Potomac University, the
labors of those who have gone before can-
not be perfected, and that God has marked
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out new heights of achievement for you
beyond what our eves have seen, our ears
have heard, or our minds have yet con-
ceived. It is for us, the living, to be dedi-
cated here to the unfinished task which
they have thus far so nobly advanced.

Frontiers to Explore

May 1 propose a few {rontiers into
which you, the graduates of the summer
class of 1938, might conduct worth-while
exploratory expeditions?

Among Protestants the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist educational system is second to
none, but who would be so bold—or should
I say naive—as to claim that it has now
attained to perfection? A few weeks ago a
General Conference educational leader ex-
pressed concern that the church seems to be
losing touch with its young people, that
neither really understands the other. Here
is a problem of major consequence to the
church that urgently calls for study and
rectification. You will find the article
“Teen-age Attitudes” in the July Scientific
American  a stimulating springboard into
research along this line.

We believe, also, that research and ex-
periment in the field of pastoral organiza-
tion and administration would add much
to the effectiveness of the service rendered
by the local church to its members. For
instance, do our Sabbath morning services,
at which a majority of the church family are
together for several hours, contribute all
they might to the spiritual life and health
of our parishioners? Should we not study
each detail of these and other services with
a view to strengthening their impact upon
individual Christian experience? We would
suggest that the Seminary might well con-
duct a systematic, thorough, and practical
investigation of possibilities along this line,
as well as other aspects of pastoral organ-
ization and administration.

Turning to another frontier area, we
feel genuine concern over the relatively
slow rate of growth of our church member-
ship in North America over the past two
decades, as compared with that of several
overseas divisions. The conviction deepens
that in evangelism we are increasingly out
of touch with the thinking and interests of
the American public, and that a considered
endeavor to analyze the situation might
point the way to a more effective public
presentation of our message. In such a
quest we might even formulate a valid
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questionnaire to elicit the information we
want about the thinking, attitudes, and
interests of people today, and then get
someone like Mr. Gallup to conduct a poll
for us. Recent events have convinced us
that we do not yet understand the theo-
logical language of other religious groups,
and if this be so, it is certain beyond a
quibble that we are not making ourselves
understood either.

Our publishing work is the envy of other
Protestant denominations. But a recent ex-
amination of journals published by certain

A Cancellation Exercise

Can I find refuge in Jesus?>—Question

I find refuge in Jesus—Affirmation
Find refuge in Jesus—Exhortation
Refuge in Jesus—Consolation

In Jesus—Exaltation

Jesus—Satisfaction
Baptist Bulletin
Alloway, N.J.

other religious bodies makes evident that
we might do much to increase the appeal
and effectiveness of those of our own
church. Another crying need is for litera-
ture designed particularly for the profes-
sional classes. As yet we have nothing in
this line, but still we wonder why more
people of these classes are not attracted to
our message. We must present our mes-
sage in a way to merit the consideration
and respect of educated men and women
before we can reasonably expect many of
them to pause long enough to listen at-
tentively to what we have to say. Obviously,
such literature must be prepared by per-
sons, who, like yourselves, have the back-
ground of an advanced education.

We have an excellent denominational
organization, one that earns the commenda-
tion of others who become acquainted with
it. But we believe that research in the field
of administrative methods and procedures
could greatly benefit our worldwide work.
Might we, perhaps, set up a permanent
efficiency committee—a small Hoover com-
mission, if you please—composed of a few
experienced administrators whose sole task
would be to recommend measures for
streamlining and strengthening all echelons
of our worldwide organization and admin-
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istration? Let me suggest an example or
two. Charles F. Kettering, former research
chief for General Motors, has observed that
“inventing is a combination of brains and
materials. The more brains you use, the
less material you need.” Perhaps we could
learn to use so effectively the brains God
has given us as to double the efficiency of
every dollar turned in to the church—
thus, in effect, doubling our financial re-
sources overnight. We reflect that it was
not great financial assets that gave impetus
to the Advent Movement in its early days,
but a great vision and a spirit of daring
and doing for God.

No pain, no palm; no thorns, no throne; no
gall, no glory; no cross, no crown.—Penn.

We think also of the story of William
Cameron Townsend, told so appealingly
in the recent book Two Thousand Tongues
to Go, about a dedicated circle of young
men and women who are busy reducing
the unwritten languages of earth to writing
in order to provide all men everywhere
with the Word of God in this generation.
Should we be content to approach our ap-
pointed task with less vision, devotion, and
determination than Dr. Townsend and his
youthful colaborers are bringing to theirs?

With respect to theology we are
supremely confident that God has entrusted
the Advent people with Heaven’s message
for earth’s crisis hour. But should we con-
clude that our understanding of Scripture
is already perfect, that we know all that is
worth knowing or of which we have need
in order to carry out our commission? God
forbid! “Pride of opinion . . . stands in the
way of all growth.”—Testimonies, vol. 7,
p- 200. There are mines of truth yet to be
discovered. What portions of the Bible do
we as a people understand more clearly
than we did fifty vears ago? It is our sincere
and most earnest belief that the church
should engage forthwith in an officially
sponsored, coordinated quest to advance
our collective knowledge and understand-
ing of God’s Word. More particularly, it is
our deep conviction that those among us
competent in the various fields of Biblical
study should be encouraged to participate
in a cooperative search of Scripture, and
that we should provide them with the fa-
cilities for coordinating their efforts.

10

The Challenge

You will think of many other aspects of
our corporate life as a church that further
consecrated study might improve. The chal-
lenge I bequeath to you as you receive the
tokens of graduation tonight is the yet
unsolved problem of proclaiming God’s
final message of mercy to the last man in
earth’s farthest circle in our generation. If
you fear being branded as a man of wild
ideas, remember the wild idea the Wright
brothers once hauled to Kitty Hawk. Then
lift up your eyes and see what has hap-
pened to their wild idea in the half century
since that memorable day.

May it not be that one important con-
tributing factor to the painfully evident
fact that the work has not been finished,
and we have not entered the kingdom, is
that we have not as yet, in all earnestness,
brought the minds God has given us fully
to bear on our appointed task? We have
been busy enough doing with our might
what our bands have found to do, often,
possibly, to the neglect of thinking with
all our might about the unsolved problems
that still confront us. Is it not high time
for us to make sure that our zeal for the
Lord is balanced by an equal measure of
sanctified understanding and wisdom?

I beseech you, therefore, one and all, by
‘the mercies of God that have so graciously
attended you to the climax of your respec-
tive courses of graduate study, now to pre-
sent your minds anew to Him, a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, as
your sacred privilege and binding obliga-
tion. Be not conformed to the good things
of vestervear, or vet to what is excellent
today, but be transformed by the daily re-
newing of your minds, that you may dis-
cover what is the good and acceptable and
perfect way by which God would lead us
on our journey from this present hour to
the threshold of eternity. I enjoin upon
you the duty to set vour minds as well as
your hands to the finishing of the task. May
you individually prove worthy of member-
ship in the tribe of Issachar; men who
understand the times and know what God’s
people ought to do; men whose minds God
can impress with increasingly clear visions
of truth and with ever bolder plans of
action that will culminate in the glorious
climax of the Advent message at the soon
coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus”!
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From All the World

HIS occasion brings us to a new high-water

mark in the history of our University—our
Thirty-first Commencement—the second since
the organization of the institution as the Poto-
mac University,” said President E. D. Dick just
before the conferring of degrees on the gradu-
ates. He told us the institution had its begin-
ning in 1934 and was known as the Advanced
Bible School. The first three summers it op-
erated on the campus of Pacific Union College.

The president went on to say that the present
class is the largest ever to be graduated by the
institution. It includes 5 from the School of
Graduate Studies and 69 from the Theological
Seminary. He reminded us that at our last Com-
mencement 69 were graduated, which means
that 143 have completed their work during the
past year. “This is a large number,” he said, “to
send through the doors of our institution to
serve in the four corners of the earth.”

After the conferring of the degrees President
Dick further stated:

“Ours is a unique church—unique in that it
is the one and only Protestant denomination
that carries on its worldwide work from one
headquarters. Our statistician tells us that we
are now working in 185 countries, in 787 lan-
guages, and have published literature in 214 of
these. This fact calls for carefully drawn lines
of understanding of purposes and policies, for
unity in the teaching of doctrines, and in the
practice of Christian living. It also calls for a
deep sense of loyalty to the principles and ob-
jectives of the church.”

As he continued his remarks the president
mentioned the fact that there was great need
for more unity among us—a sense of oneness—
of belonging—of being an integral part of the
movement. ““This is imperative,” he said, “par-
ticularly in these days of rising tides of nation-
alism, of racism, of anti-Western and anti-Chris-
tian attitudes in so many areas of the world.”

The speaker reminded us that not only is our
church unique but our University is unique in
that it is the denomination’s highest educa-
tional institution for the training of its min-
isters and teachers. This brings a tremendous
challenge. ““To this place come the youth from
our world field to prepare for service, for
leadership. The outreach of the influence of
this institution cannot be overestimated.

“We have in a measure succeeded statisti-
cally,” he continued, “because during the past
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quarter we have had an enrollment of 234.”
This includes 76 nationals from thirty coun-
tries, as follows:

Argentina Jamaica

Austria Japan

Barbados Korea

Belgium New Zealand
Brazil Nicaragua

British Guiana Nigeria

Canada Norway

Denmark Peru

England Philippine Islands
Ethiopia South Africa
Finland Southern Rhodesia
Germany Sweden

Hawaii Switzerland
Iceland Trirnidad
Indonesia Uruguay

The president mentioned that besides these
there were in attendance missionaries from
eighteen countries. “Truly,” he said, “this in-
stitution is indeed a strong factor in developing
oneness in doctrine and practice, oneness in
purpose. This sense of belonging, is a tie that
binds us together and reminds us that ‘the fel-
lowship of kindred minds is like to that above.””

In accepting the class gift of 3200, President
Dick stated that the check he held was not just
money but a symbol of that oneness of interest
and purpose for which the University stands.
J. M. Adeoye, the field evangelist for West
Nigeria, now in attendance at the Seminary,
expressed appreciation for this meaningful
symbol of fellowship and unity of purpose.

In concluding his remarks the president ex-
pressed the conviction that two other great
services to the denomination should be devel-
oped as part of the institution’s contribution
to the work of the church. First, a missionary
orientation program wherein all newly ap-
pointed missionaries would be given instruc-
tion along lines that would give them a good
understanding of their future field of labor
and inspire them to a greater dedication of
their services thereto. Second, there should be
a continuing group of nationals from all our
overseas divisions in attendance at the Semi-
nary. Here, instruction in doctrine and church
organization and policy could be pursued and
a deeper sense of loyalty, of belonging to the
great Advent Movement, be developed and
strengthened. We believe these convictions are
worthy of serious and favorable study.
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Presentation of 74 Graduates

C. E. Weniger, dean of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Theological Seminary of Potomac Uni-
versity, presented 69 candidates for certificates
and degrees at the Thirty-first Commence-
ment. This was held in the Sligo church, Wash-
ington, D.C., September 4, 1958. One received
the Bible instructor’s certificate; 60 the degree
of Master of Arts, 4 in absentia; 8 the degree of
Bachelor of Divinity, 2 in absentia.

These 69 candidates were alumni of ten Sev-
enth-day Adventist colleges in North America.
La Sierra College was represented by 12 stu-
dents; Emmanuel Missionary College, Washing-
ton Missionary College, and Walla Walla Col-
lege by 9 each, and Pacific Union College and
Union College by 8 each. Included in the class

were graduates of the Australasian Missionary
College, the University of Cincinnati, and the
University of South Africa.

It is noteworthy that a third of the class mem-
bers are entering ministerial internship accord-
ing to the General Conference plan for the
training of ministers. Nine candidates will
teach, 4 at the college level. Eight are fully
qualified ministers. Six enter service overseas.
And nine continue graduate studies in the
Seminary and other institutions. The class in-
cluded a chaplain and an editor.

Five candidates were graduated from the
School of Graduate Studies, and these were
presented by Dean Winton H. Beaven. This
brought the number of graduates to 74.

The Gift We Share

HERE was a departure from the usual custom in the class gift from the graduates honored at
the Thirty-first Commencement exercise of the Theological Seminary (the second of the Po-

tomac University). Instead of presenting something that would be of help to the mother
institution, the summer class decided to share with a new theological seminary to be estab-
lished in West Africa for training ministers. D. Louis Venden, class president, declared that
his class wished to reach hands across the sea and help furnish books for the library of the
new school. In tangible proof of this desire he presented a check for $200 to President E. D.
Dick, who in turn passed it on to J. M. Adeoye, a representative of the West Nigerian Mis-
sion, who was resplendent in his robe of a chief.

An enlarged replica of the Potomac University check, skillfully lettered by Timothy Iwa-
hashi, a graduate, was displayed simultaneously with the presentation by Roger Coon, mission-
ary on furlough from Africa. Thus was demonstrated the long-time Seminary motto: “From
all the world to all the world.”

12 THE MINISTRY




What About the Doctors in Your
Congregation?

CLIFFORD R. ANDERSON. M.D.

DOCTORS can be an enor-
mous asset to any minis-
tex. We have them in many
of our larger congregations.
They sit on church boards,
and often play an important
part in the activities of the
congregation when encour-
aged and understood. But when poorly
handled they may slip out of the church
and be lost. Often this may be due to noth-
ing more than just plain neglect, or per-
haps they are bored by a church program
that does not impress them too favorably.
Sometimes they may even be a bit ashamed
of what they see and hear. This calls for
serious thought on the part of the pastor.

The doctors in the church often exert an
influence out of all proportion to their
numbers. How can the pastor use this in-
fluence for the good of all? What can he do
to get their cooperation and support in
handling the many problems of a large
congregation? He must learn to understand
them. '

It is not always easy for a minister to un-
derstand what goes on in the mind of a doc-
tor. This is because they each deal with hu-
man problems on a somewhat different
level. While the doctor has to be very realis-
tic in his approach to life, and often has to
disclose hard cold facts to a family that has
perhaps lost a loved one, it is the responsi-
bility of the minister to bring hope and
comfort and faith to them. However, each is
vitally necessary to the good of the stricken
family, and there is no reason why they
should not work together.

Because of their different approach to
life, the minister and the doctor often tend
to look at things from entirely different
viewpoints. The one may feel he must be
concretely practical, while the other feels
he must deal with the realm of the spirit
rather than the body. Because of this, dif-
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ferences sometimes come between them.
When this occurs on a church board it may
well threaten the smooth running of the
church.

What Can the Pastor Do?

Can anything be done to improve this
situation? Yes, there is much that any sen-
sible pastor can do to help himself and at
the same time help the doctors in his con-
gregation. First of all, he should realize
that in spite of their impressive degrees
and their prestige in the community, these
doctors are normal human beings, just like
himself. There is nothing so unusual about
them except that they have been trained
to be skeptical. Doctors are taught to doubt
almost everything they hear, and also
much of what they see.

Now, there are many conditions, such as
a broken leg or a case of measles, where the
diagnosis is perfectly obvious. It takes no
great skill to reach a conclusion in such
cases. But the real test of a doctor’s skill is
when the chances of failure are great and
when the patient’s life may be at stake. It is
here that real training is so highly impor-
tant.

If you, as a young minister, could sit un-
observed in the office of a well-trained doc-
tor for a few days, you would learn some in-
teresting things, not only about the patients
who come but also about the doctor himself.
You would notice how unimpressed he is
by many of the things the patient might
consider important, but how carefully he
tracks down something the patient may
have almost forgotten to mention. In other
words, he is looking for reality and for gen-
uine underlying causes.

Now what has all this to do with you? A
great deal, if you want that man to be of
real service in your church. First of all, it
might be well to remember that the doctor
in your congregation can see through your
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reasoning just as easily as he can see
through the endless psychosomatic com-
plaints of his problem patients. He knows
within the first five minutes whether you
have studied your subject and whether you
have anything worth while to say. His pa-
tients expose the weakness of their reason-
ing within the privacy of his office. But you
are different. If your reasoning is unsound,
and your arguments are based on faulty
preparation, you expose your weakness be-
fore the whole congregation. There is noth-
ing more important than the kind of ser-
mon you preach on Sabbath morning. It
should be the very best that truly conse-
crated scholarship can produce.

Your doctor member will always admire
sound thinking, based on genuine research
and study. He will always be impressed by
a sermon that feeds his soul. He will be dis-
appointed if his pastor puts forth what
Ellen G. White once called “a maimed sacri-
fice,” an offering that cost neither prayer
nor study. Pastor, the doctor in your con-
gregation wants to feel proud of you. He
may have patients he would gladly bring
to church, if he could feel sure there would
be a real message for them.

It would almost seem that some ministers
have adopted the attitude that the feeding
of the sheep is not really important pro-
vided they get their conference goals. To
see them in action one would almost gather
the impression that, once the regular drive
for goals is over, “any old sermon will do.”
That kind of attitude will never impress
favorably the thinking members of your
congregation. Such a man would be far bet-
ter off in some other occupation. The min-
istry is no place for those who have failed
to qualify for the medical or some other
profession. The doctors in your congrega-
tion know that there is no higher calling
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than the ministry. And there is no man so
highly appreciated as the minister whose
mind is hlled with the fullness of the Word
of God. There may be many things he may
not know, but if he is a man who truly walks
with God, if his voice and his words carry
the wisdom and love of the Good Shep-
herd, his flock will find true rest and peace
and joy in the Holy Spirit.

The young minister should realize that
his greatest sphere of usefulness lies in the
spiritual realm. Do not try to impress the
doctors in your congregation by trying to
sound ‘“‘scientific.”” To some of them you
might sound a bit ridiculous. If you have a
genuine background of scientific knowl-
edge, they will know without being told.
For although most doctors are far from be-
ing in the strictest sense of the word scien-
tists themselves, they have been exposed to
enough of the genuine fields of science to
know the real thing when they see it.

The medical men may look affluent, but
deep down within themselves they know
something of their poverty and their own
need for a closer walk with God. When
they come to worship on Sabbath morning
they bring not only their own burdens but
also the cares and sorrows and anxieties
of many other families to whom they must
minister. Because they are only human they
will make many mistakes. Do not drive
them from you by criticism or cold indif-
ference. Treat them as your {friends.
Above all, feed them with the bread of life
that they may have strength to sustain oth-
ers in their hour of grief and distress. If
you can bring these community leaders
into a closer walk with God, vour ministry
will become ever more fruitful for the king-
dom. And what is more, you will be truly
obeying the voice of the Good Shepherd
when He said, “Feed my sheep.”

€. WE waANT not merely a high and full theology, but we want that theology acted out
in life; embodied nobly in daily doings, without anything of what the world calls
“cant” and “simper.” The higher the theology, the higher and manlier should be the
life resulting from it. It should give to the Christian character and bearing a divine
erectness and simplicity; true dignity and demeanor, without pride, or stiffness, or
coolness; true strength of will, without obstinacy, or caprice, or waywardness. The
higher the doctrine is, the more ought it to bring us into contact with the mind of God,
which is “the truth,” and with the will of God, which is “the law.” He who concludes
that because he has reached the region of the “higher doctrines” he may soar above
the law, or above creeds, or above churches, or above the petty details of common
duty, would need to be on his guard against a blunted conscience, a self-made religion,
and a wayward life.—HoraTius BoNar.
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Planning for the New Year

ANDREW C. FEARING

Associate Secretary, Genercl Conference Ministerial Association

ABOUT twenty-eight years ago C. G. Bellah,
a name quite familiar to many of us be-
cause of his extensive writing, was pastor of
the Covington, Kentucky, church. For a long
time he had presented what he felt was a well-
rounded diet of spiritual food to meet the needs
of his people. One Sabbath, however, he some-
what startled his congregation by suggesting
that it hardly seemed fair for the minister to
choose all the sermon subjects without giving
the members an opportunity to say what they
would like to hear, and what theme would
benefit them most.

Cards were passed to the people. “You do not
need to sign your name,” he said. “Feel free to
write what is in your heart. Put on the card the
subject or subjects you wish to have presented
during the coming months, Turn the card in
today or take it home for further study and
bring it back next Sabbath.” In this way he gave
the pew a chance to talk to the pulpit.

The congregation responded enthusiastically.
When the cards were reviewed, some said they
were satisfied, others requested more doctrinal
scrmons, while the remainder asked for practi-
cal subjects. Here is a partial list of the sugges-
tions:

Denominational subjects
and will keep us in.)

Preach the message (It has our first lovel)

Strong Seventh-dav Adventist sermons

The Ten Commandments, using each command-
ment for a sermon text

What does it mean 1o be a real Seventh-day Ad-
ventist?

Stewardship—tithes and offerings

The sanctuary question

Why do we not receive the latter rain?

Sanctification

Work of the Holy Spirit

How to love God more

The unpardonable sin

Speaking in tongues

Confession, private and public

How to receive Christ in the heart

What does it mean to live in Christ?

The prophecies

The second coming and signs

The mark of the beast

Revelation 13

(They brought us in
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The seven last plagues

Things to do and not to do on the Sabbath

How to make the Sabbath interesting to children
and youth and yet keep it holy

Principles of healthful living

Prayer

Pledges

Love

Forgiveness

Appreciation

Duty to children

Wheat and tares

Bridling the tongue

Criticism

What is proper recreation for youth?

How can we have love for one another?

Duties of church officers

How to reclaim backsliders

Another church in more recent times under a
similar survey added such practical subjects as:

How to be a Christian in business

How can T best study the Bible?

Overcoming worry

The Spirit of prophecy

What to do when discouraged

How to gain victory over habits of sin

The parables of Jesus

Can God perform miracles for us today?

Lessons from Bible characters

There is no question but that you as a pas-
tor are endeavoring to prepare your flock for
eternal life. You wish to strengthen them in the
Sacred Scriptures, lift them higher in faith, and
guide them tenderly to the side of the Master.
You pray for them, you weep for them, you
serve them. Yet they may have spiritual needs
and longings that have not been satisfied. Offer-
ing them the opportunity to express themselves
may give to you a sermon challenge for many
months to come, and help you to meet their
needs.

A response from such a survey would help
the pastor as he plans his program for the year.
It is wise to plan well in advance. In that way
continuity of purpose can be developed for the
presentations. There are a number of special
days in our denominational program for which
a minister will want to prepare. The needs of
the youth must be considered. Problems within
specific congregations need to be studied. It is
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There is many a thing which the world calls
disappointment, but there is no such a word
in the dictionary of faith. What to others are
disappointments are to believers intimations of
the way of God.—John Newton.

necessary to lead the church into a program of
greater soul-winning endeavor. Short expository
or biographical series may be chosen. Many of
our brethren are finding unusual blessing in pre-
senting their discourses by using the book Ques-
tions on Doctrine as the basic outline. Another
series may be built around the last seven chap-
ters of The Great Controversy.

The minister prepares his complete evange-
listic program in advance, so he may move
step by step into the full message of the plan of
redemption. How beneficial it is to do likewise
for the worship services of the church. A well-
planned worship program allows for better
preparation, more advanced announcements
and publicity, and greater opportunity for the
Holy Spirit to plant and water the seeds of
truth in the heart of the dedicated man. Of
course, any program may be changed for a vis-
iting speaker or necessary emergency, but last-
minute changes should be avoided whenever
possible.

What a privilege it is to be used of the Holy
Spirit to tell and to demonstrate the matchless
love and grace of our Saviour! What a solemn
responsibility to be an ambassador for the
Master! We are told: “The minister stands as
God’s mouthpiece to the people, and in thought,
in word, in act, he is to represent His Lord.”"—
Gospel Workers, p. 20.

The following counsel, if accepted in all its
completeness, will enable God’s servants to be
men who need never be ashamed, pastors in
whom the Lord will be well pleased, evange-
lists whose ministry is fruitful:

The servants of God must have the truth in the
soul. Said the angel: “They must get it warm from
glory, carry it in their bosoms, and pour it out
in the warmth and earnestness of the soul to those
that hear it.”—Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 113.

Theoretical discourses are essential, that people
may see the chain of truth, link after link, uniting
in a perfect whole; but no discourse should ever
be preached without presenting Christ and Him
crucified as the foundation of the gospel. Ministers
would reach more hearts if they would dwell more
upon practical godliness.—Evangelism, p. 186.

There are many precious truths contained in the
Word of God, but it is “present truth” that the
flock needs now. I have seen the danger of the
messengers running off from the important points
of present truth, to dwell upon subjects that are
not calculated to unite the flock and sanctify the
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soul. Satan will here take every possible advantage
to injure the cause.

But such subjects as the sanctuary, in connection
with the 2300 days, the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus, are perfectly calculated to explain
the past Advent movement and show what our
present position is, establish the faith of the doubt-
ing, and give certainty to the glorious future.
These, I have frequently seen, were the principal
subjects on which the messengers should dwell.—
Early Writings, p. 63.

In unfolding the great truths relating to
Christ and His ministry in the heavenly sanc-
tuary, we do well to help our congregations
realize that our Lord is a priest, not after the
Aaronic order but after the order of Melchize-
dek, and as such He is a King-priest occupying
the throne of Deity and yet able to minister on
our behalf and to be touched with the feelings
of our infirmities. These words of counsel might
well guide our thoughts as we bring the living
Lord to our congregations.

The uplifted Saviour is to appear in His efficacious
work as the Lamb slain, sitting upon the throne.
to dispense the priceless covenant blessings, the
benefits He died to purchase for every soul who
should believe on Him.—Evangelism, p. 191

Daily Lessons for Worriers

1. Believe in yourself—You are marvelously
endowed.

2. Believe in your job—All honest work is
sacred.

3. Believe in this day—Every minute contains
an opportunity to do good.

4. Believe in your family—Create harmony
by trust and cooperation.

5. Believe in your mneighbor—The more
friends you can make the happier you will be.

6. Believe in uprightness—You cannot go
wrong doing right.

7. Believe in your decisions—Consult God
first, then go ahead.

8. Believe in your health—Stop taking your
Pulse, etc., etc.

9. Believe in your church—You encourage
others to attend by attending yourself.

10. Believe in the now—Yesterday is past re-
call; tomorrow may never come.

11. Believe in God’s promise—“I am with you
alway.” He meant it!

12. Believe in God’s mercy—If God forgives
you, you can forgive yourself. Try again to-
MOYrow.

—~Selected
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"Going After the Right Man"

A. A. LEISKE

Moderator, American Religious Town Hall, Television Program

“11:30 anr—flving near Detroit. We are
staving in the air, unable to land because of the
weather. I offered a prayer for a safe landing.
Just received word we are flying to New York
and we don’t know when we are going to land.”
These are the words I find in my diary of March
29, 1954, which I wrote during a blinding snow-
and-sleet storm on our flight between Mil-
waukee and New York.

On that day I was flying from Minneapolis
to Detroit, but when we arrived at our destina-
tion we could not land because of the storm.
The pilot was instructed to turn back and land
at the airport in Milwaukee. When we arrived
there the storm had preceded us. The pilot
was then ordered to try to make New York.

The plane was tossed helplessly to and fro in
the great storm like a kite. The inward fears of
the passengers on the ship could be felt in the
atmosphere. Realizing that anything might
happen, I decided to write a note in my diary to
Mzrs. Leiske regarding some personal matters,
in case 1 should not return. Then I also de-
scribed my personal observation of the storm,
and how I felt in such an uncertain situation.

Having finished my message, I picked up a
book and began to read. The chapter I was
reading was entitled “Going After the Wrong
Man.” The last paragraph closed with a number
of pointed questions to the reader such as:
“Which of you is going after the wrong man?
. . . The man of might, bruising your way to
recognition? . . . Is it the man of knowledge . . .
to seize your fellows and squeeze them as ripe
grapes into your cup? These are the wrong
men. You are the man you should be after.”

This was a pointed message for an air traveler
in a plane that was trying to make a successful
landing through dark, rolling clouds of ice,
snow, and destructive winds. I found myself at
that moment in deep reflection, with a real
consciousness of having been after the wrong
men—men whom I felt had done me great
harm. But as I reflected I realized they had done
me great good—ijust as had the brothers of
Joseph when they sold him into Egypt. It
was a very hard experience at the time, but
later Joseph recognized that the Lord had used
his brothers for his (Joseph’s) own good.
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I began to go after the right man--myself—
and to enumerate all the great blessings that
had come to me through what had seemed at
the time to be the hardness of my friends. Then
I understood the meaning of the statement by
the servant of the Lord: “Could Christians real-
ize how many times the Lord has ordered their
way, that the purposes of the enemy concerning
them might not be accomplished, they would
not stumble along complainingly. Their faith
would be stayed on God, and no trial would
have power to move them.”—Prophets and
Kings, p. 576.

After a silent season of prayer in that storm-
tossed ship in the heavens, I wrote a letter to the
men who had had a hand in guiding my destiny.
I expressed my sincere appreciation for their
help in directing my course to a far greater
joy and capacity of service, in reaching mil-
lions instead of hundreds with the truth of God
for this hour. These blessings would not have
passed my way if I had been left in the valley
with my contentment undisturbed.

This is what I wrote to those whom the Lord
has used to direct me along right avenues:

Dear Frienp:

Today as I was being tossed to and fro in
the heavens in my flight to a landing field in
New York, I read a chapter in my devotional
book, Going After the Wrong Man; and as I
viewed myself in the light of my life’s experi-
ences I thought of all the people I know who
have been steppingstones in helping me to my
higher experiences. You came to my mind as
one who has been a great blessing in my life
and I decided I must take time to say Thank
you.

This letter is the result of my meditation
and reflection on men who have helped to guide
my destiny. I just want to pause long enough
this side of heaven to say Thanks to you, my
brother, for your inspiration and help on my
path toward the kingdom of God. Your in-
fluence and life, in crossing my pathway, has
been a great help and blessing to me.

Thanks again.

Your friend,

A. A. LESKE



It was a real personal victory to write these
words as we were being tossed to and fro in
the heavens. After a successful landing in New
York, I had a chance to reflect on my expe-

rience, and I could not help saying, “All things
work together for good to them that love God”
(Rom. 8:28). I trust this experience of mine
will help someone else to find the right man.

Evangelistic Publicity Service
and Experimental Project

AN IMPORTANT action was taken at the
recent Autumn Council that we know will
be of real interest to our evangelists and pastor-
evangelists everywhere. All who are dedicated
to the public proclamation of God’s message
for this hour realize the vital place of adver-
tising and publicity techniques that will assure
results.

Requests keep coming to us from all parts
of the world field for ideas and suggestions, and
so the Ministerial Association has been asked
to establish an exchange service of proved,
productive evangelistic publicity. The follow-
ing authorizing action of the recent General
Conference Autumn Council makes the plan
clear:

“We recommend, 1. That we look with favor
upon the establishment of a longrange con-
trolled program of experimentation under the
joint guidance of the Ministerial Association
and Bureau of Public Relations serving as a
laboratory in which a wide variety of methods
can be thoroughly tested, making it pagsible to
place in the hands of our ministers and evan-
gelists effective materials that have proven suc-
cessful; and further, that the New York Center
be requested to provide this opportunity for
this research project, because at this Center
there is a continuing team of experienced evan-
gelists, and available to our personnel at the
Center are nationally recognized experts in the
field of evangelism and general publicity with
whom they may counsel;

2. That this controlled testing be not con-
fined to large city situations such as obtain in
New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles only, but
that it also include experimentation in medium
and small communities;

$. That this continuing service of advertising
and sermon materials be not just a package of
samples as has been made available at times
in the past, but rather a service covering a
whole year, and to include:
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a. Tested current advertising techniques,

b. Visual aid ideas and material for illustra-
tion,

c- Mat service of available outstanding art
materials,

d. Subject
cetera;

material, sermon outlines, et

4. That the materials of this service be sent
out monthly in individual packets to the local
conferences for distribution to those evangelists
and pastor-evangelists which the conferences
might select to receive this service;

5. That this service also include:

a. Samples of the basic folders and allied
materials currently used,

b. Methods of distribution to the public,

c¢. Publicity materials for newspaper, radio,
and other media of publicity,

d. A clear presentation of the cost of all pro-
motion,

e. A careful evaluation of the advertising
materials and the results;

6. That the Ministerial Association encour-
age evangelists and pastor-evangelists in the
different fields to send in titles, methods of
publicity, et cetera, to the Ministerial Associ-
ation for this guided experimentation, every
care being exercised to give credit to any field
or individual that sends in ideas that are tested,
and that the result of such experimentation
be set forth clearly, it being recognized that
methods which bring success in one area may
not bring similar results elsewhere;

7. That to cover the expense of this compre-
hensive advertising service, a charge of twenty
dollars be made for the entire period of forty
weeks for each man receiving this service, this
amount to be paid in advance through the
General Conference; and

8. That the practicability and value of this
experimental advertising service be reviewed by
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a group of administrative leaders and evange-
lists before the close of 1959.”

Real interest was expressed by our presidents
and other leaders when this plan was presented,
for all recognized its value. The need for wise
expenditure in advertising was never greater
than today, because advertising and other media
of publicity were never so expensive, and all
too often, lack of knowledge of the best adver-
tising techniques on the part of the evangelist
and his associates has resulted in depleted at-
tendances at their evangelistic meetings. There-
fore it was felt that such a service as is outlined
—where samples of folders and other publicity,
as well as the techniques for distribution to
the public, together with all the other methods
of publicity, could be sent to the evangelist
and his team—would be a practical education
resulting in very real savings to the cause.

The cost of this service is infinitesimal when
compared with its real value, because these
materials will continue to come every month
to those workers whom the conference desig-
nates.

Those receiving the greatest help will of
course be our evangelists in English-speaking
areas, but some of our evangelists are doing an
outstanding work in other languages. If those
materials are sent to us at headquarters to-
gether with an English translation, then those
ideas can be tested, together with the results
of that experimentation. And this too becomes
part of this exchange service.

The unselfish spirit on the part of men who
are doing outstanding work for God is always
a joy to observe. When men are eager to share
ideas with their brethren it is evidence of the
true spirit of the gospel. And so we say again

UNUTTERABLE JOY

that if you evangelists have methods or materials
you believe would help your fellow evangelists,
then share them, and in so doing fulfill the law
of Christ. Remember that only the things we
give away are the things we keep.

Some of us remember the openheartedness
of C. T. Everson, one time called “the dean of
Adventist evangelists.” He was truly prodigal
in what he shared with his fellow workers.
Nothing pleased him more than to have a group
of workers around him to whom he gave his
techniques, telling and retelling illustrations
which had proved helpful in making truth
clear to his audiences. Leaving one such meet-
ing, an outstanding worker from another world
division said: “I have learned a great lesson
today. I have listened to a great soul, great
not only because he had something to give,
but because he gave it so eagerly, with only
one thought in mind—the thought of build-
ing his fellow workers into strong preachers of
the everlasting gospel.”

Yes, that is the spirit of Christianity, and the
Ministerial Association feels indebted to our
many workers who we are sure will help us
carry into effect this important service project.

Remember, this service can become effective
only as our workers are willing to share and
make available the techniques and ideas they
have found to be successful. Send them to our
headquarters office. We will keep you informed
through the pages of THE MINISTRY and in
other ways as to how this plan is working out.

To receive this service seek the cooperation
of your conference president. It may be that
either now or sometime in the future you will
become ‘eligible.

MiINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION STAFF

€ Even if T were utterly selfish, and had no care for anything but my own happiness,
I would choose if I might, under God, to be a soul-winner, for never did I know per-
fect, overflowing, unutterable happiness of the purest and most ennobling order till I
first heard of one who had sought and found the Saviour through my means. I am
afraid there are some ministers who hardly think that the gospel is intended to come
personally home to the people. They talk, as I read of one the other day, who said
that when he preached to sinners he did not like to look the congregation in the face,
for fear they would think he meant to be personal; so he looked up at the ventilator,
because there was no fear then of any individual catching his eye. Oh! that fear of man
has been the ruin of many ministers. They never dared to preach right at the people.
We have heard of sermons being preached before this and that honorable company,
but preaching sermons before people is not God’s way—we must preach sermons at
the people, directly to them, to show that it is not the waving of the sword in the air
like a juggler’s sport, but it is the getting of the sword right into the conscience and

the heart.—CHARLEs H. SPURGEON.
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Students and teachers in the Seminary Extension School at Marienhoehe, 1958,

With the Seminary in Central Europe

SIEGFRIED H. HORN
Professor of Archeology and History of Antiquity

Potomac University

THE latest Extension School of the Seminary
was held during the months of July and
August, 1958, on the campus of the. Marien-
hoeche Missionary Seminary, near Darmstadt,
Germany. This German school has in the past
played a major role in the training of ministers
for the German-speaking countries in Europe.
Surrounded as it is by the forests of the beauti-
ful Odenwald, it is very conducive to study.

The school was host to 101 workers, of whom
78 came from the two western union confer-
ences of Germany, 11 from the Austrian Union
Conference, and 12 from the German-Swiss
Conference. The participation of fellow labor-
ers from two neighboring countries belonging
to the Southern European Division was very
much appreciated by all participants, especially
by our German ministers, who had been iso-
lated for many years and have had very little
personal contact with workers laboring beyond
their borders,

The teaching team was comprised of Daniel
Walther, professor of church history at the
Theological Seminary, who taught one course
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on the Reformation and one on studies in SDA
history; Walter Schubert, associate secretary of
the General Conference Ministerial Association,
who gave one course on evangelistic procedures
and one on pastoral ministry; and the writer,
who presented one course on archeology and
the Bible and another on New Testament back-
grounds.

The writer, who acted as director of the Ex-
tension School, was assisted in all matters per-
taining to housing, catering, and other material
needs by Emil Schank, the business manager of
the Marienhoehe school. He and his staff of
helpers in the kitchen, dormitories, and busi-
ness office efficiently met our needs. This was
deeply appreciated. Miss H. Sieber, lent to us
by the Central European Division office, served
ably and untiringly as registrar and secretary.

The school facilities serve not only the Mis-
sion Seminary but also the Gymnasium, the
equivalent of a liberal arts junior college, a
school accredited by the state Ministry of Edu-
cation. The Gymnasium must therefore open
and close at the dates set by the state govern-
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ment, and it has a vacation of only five weeks
during the summer. It was for this reason that
our Extension School could use the campus
only during those five weeks. While the leader-
ship in Europe, the participating students, and
the teachers profoundly regretted that these cir-
cumstances made it necessary to crowd the pro-
gram into five short weeks, everyone did his
best to make the most of a difficult situation.
Hence a very strenuous and busy program was
followed, which began each week early on Sun-
day morning and ended late on Friday. This
tight schedule was broken only once for a half-
day excursion, when, under the guidance of Dr.
Walther, a visit was made to the neighboring
cities of Mainz, Worms, and Speyer, which
played a certain role in the Reformation pe-
riod.

Although the program was extremely stren-
uous, all participants entered into it cheerfully
and willingly. They were so eager to obtain
as much information as possible during the

Dr. Horn, director of the Extension School, in a
typical classroom scene.

five weeks that it was hard to persuade most of
them to enroll in not more than four of the six
courses offered. I have never seen a group of
workers who were more eager and studious.
Since many of them had never had the oppor-
tunity of formal study since entering the minis-
try, they had many questions to ask, and it was
difficult to find sufficient time to answer them
all.

Most of the students were pastor-evangelists,
but a few Bible teachers, departmental secre-
taries, and administrators were also found
among the participants. Each of the union
presidents, conference presidents, and depart-
mental secretaries of the various fields repre-
sented, as well as the editors of the Hamburg
Publishing House, spent about one week at the
Extension School in order to observe its work
and to become acquainted with the type of
teaching carried on by the Theological Semi-
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nary. Most of these men regretted that their ad-
ministrative or editorial work did not permit
them to stay at Marienhoehe for the whole du-
ration of the Extension School.

After the close of the Extension School at
Marienhoehe we three teachers flew to Berlin
for one week of lecturing to more than one
hundred workers of the East German Union
Conference. When the plans were laid for our
Extension School more than a year ago, the
prospects seemed favorable that these workers,
who have been isolated for many vears, would
be able to obtain permission to attend the Ex-
tension School in West Germany. However, re-
cent developments made it impossible for these
ministers to travel to Darmstadt, but since the¢
could come to Berlin for a few days, arrange-
ments were made to present to them in lecture
form some of the high lights of the material
taught in the Extension School.

Every day these workers sat together for eight
and a half hours and never seemed tired of sit-
ting. It was inspiring to see their eagerness to
absorb the material presented. For those of us
who came from outside, it was also a2 wonderful
opportunity to learn firsthand of the peculiar
problems that our leaders, ministers, and church
members face in Fastern Germany. These min-
isters appreciated the fact that for the first time
in many years a large group of workers could
sit together with teachers from our world head-
quarters and our highest theological school and
discuss with them theological questions, prob-
lems of history pertaining to prophecy, and
questions dealing witly their pastoral duties
and evangelistic endeavors. Having had little
opportunity to hear of the archeological dis-

Instructors at the 1958 Extension School: Daniel
Walther, Siegfried H. Horn, and Walter Schubert.
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coveries made during the last twenty years, of
recent theological trends in the western world,
and of political developments that tend to bear
on the fulfillment of prophecies dealing with
the present age, this week of study was highly
valued by all as an important means of
strengthening the unity needed in presenting
our special message for this time, and of keep-
ing abreast with the onward march of the Ad-
vent Movement.

Marienhoehe Missionary Seminary, Darmstadt,
Gexrmany.

The need for prolonged periods of study on
certain Bible problems, the evidences of God’s
leadership in the Advent Movement, and the
surety and certainty of its message and final
triumph was felt by all who attended the Exten-
sion School in Marienhoehe, and even more so
by those who attended the Berlin meetings.
Hence, the wish was frequently expressed that
courses like this would be held at regular inter-
vals, since they would strengthen the unity in
teaching and preaching.

We who during the$e six weeks met more
than 200 workers of the German-speaking coun-
tries of Europe are convinced that they are a
conscientious group, earnestly and faithfully
endeavoring to carry out their Lord’s commis-
sion. The burden of the unfinished task weighs
heavily upon them, and they are desperately
seeking to find ways and means to bring the
Advent message to their fellow men. They en-
counter great obstacles in their work and in
some cases face seemingly insurmountable hin-
drances, but their courage is good, for they
know that the work is the Lord’s, and that He
will finish that which He has begun.

All the duties of religion are eminently
solemn and venerable in the eyes of children.
But none will so strongly prove the sincerity of
the parent; none so powerfully awaken the rev-
erence of the child; none so happily recommend
the instruction he receives, as family devotions,
particularly those in which petitions for the
children occupy a distinguished place.—Dwight.
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A Masterpiece of Praise

I DID think I saw all heaven before me,
and the great God Himself,” is what
George Frederick Handel said of his ex-
perience as he composed the spiritual and
rapturous music of the incomparable ora-
torio The Messiah.

The oratorio depicts first the divine
prophecy of the first advent of our Saviour,
and then continues the story through the
sufferings, death, resurrection, and final vic-
tory of the Son of God.

Throughout this masterpiece is unfolded
the faith of man in his own resurrection.
O what inspiration, what ecstasy, comes to
the soul as one joins unconsciously in the
glory of the “Hallelujah Chorus”!

The Messiah was composed 216 years ago
in the amazingly short period of three
weeks and two days. The heart of George
Handel had been touched by an appeal that
came to him from Dublin. It said: “Our
prisons are filled with prisoners for debt.
Give us a concert and let the proceeds go
for the opening of the prison doors.” The
composer went to work, and this oratorio,
said to be his greatest, was born. It was an
immediate success. The hall could not hold
all the people who came night after night
—not to be entertained but to be lifted
heavenward.

We understand that King George II was
in attendance one evening when The Mes-
siah was presented. He kept leaning farther
and farther forward in his seat. The music
moved him to tears and lifted his heart
heavenward. When the choir came to the
words “The Lord God omnipotent reign-
eth” the king rose to his feet as though he
could not help himself. Everyone followed
his example, and they all remained stand-
ing until the chorus ended. We too can be
exalted as we stand in worship before God,
remembering that “the Lord God omnip-
otent reigneth.”

The grand themes of spiritual truth in
The Messiah are applicable to any season of
the year. However, the beautiful story of
Christ’s incarnation has made this master-
piece of glorious praise a Christmas fa-
vorite. If we have the opportunity to hear
The Messiah this year, let us enter into its
message. May the glory of its message warm
our hearts in love, exalt our souls in wor-
ship, and strengthen our faith in the hope
of a glorious future with the King of kings
and Lord of lords. A.C.F.
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The Line Must Not Break!

LOUISE C. KLEUSER

RECENTLY we laid to rest a great princess in
Israel, Margaret Murdoch Reeves, the noble
and esteemed wife of Elder Clifford Reeves, a
former evangelist and now an instructor of
evangelism at Southern DMissionary College.
Margaret had graduated from our college at
Stanborough Park, England, after completing
the Bible instructor’s course in 1924. From her
early days she had dreamed of becoming a Bible
teacher, and before entering the profession she
had already won precious souls to Christ. Then
in 1928 she united in marriage with Clifford
Reeves, a promising young evangelist.

Margaret and Clifford served well in the
British Union, Canada, and the United States.
A few years were also spent in Australia, where
many rejoice in the blessed message because of
their instruction. During the years of service
rendered by the Reeves as an evangelistic team,
the skillful and humble work of this noble
woman can hardly be estimated.

We in the Ministerial Association became
well acquainted with Sister Reeves, and her
passing from us should not be considered
another of death’s tragedies; it must speak a
message to our Bible instructors, and to those
who are still in training. Those who were
present at the Cleveland General Conference
will remember her inspiring message to the
Bible instructors and shepherdesses at theijr
meeting during the presession. She was laid to
rest soon after this, but her words of inspira-
tion to our workers will live on. Her great
burden was to encourage younger women to
dedicate their lives to the Bible work.

Sister Reeves had met life’s trials and dis-
appointments, for in the gospel worker’s ex-

WHEN IS A PARISH TOO SMALL?

perience these come to all. She had a way of
smilingly making very light of what others
might consider severe tests, and rejoicing in
her privilege to serve her Master in our wonder-
ful message. It may be truly said of her that
she lived to bless and encourage others. In our
last visit together, when we saw no reason for
discussing any other theme than her continu-
ance in the work, she sweetly expressed her
desire to be able to train many other young
women for evangelistic service. With great joy
she anticipated her new responsibilities in the
college where she and Elder Reeves would soon
be serving. Rosemary, her young daughter, was
with us at the time. With Christian pride this
noble mother pointed to the child, who was
fondling her doll, and said, ‘“Rosemary is giving
Bible studies to her dolls and also to the chil-
dren with whom she plays.” The Bible work
was indeed a family affair. Perhaps Rosemary
will some day pick up the torch her noble
mother has laid down; who knows?

Again we repeat, a princess has fallen in
Israel! Margaret Reeves’s career as a Bible in-
structor has ended, but her last messages to
interest consecrated young women in this holy
calling will continue to be heard. The line
must not break where she fell in death. A new
challenge comes to each Bible instructor to
keep replenishing the ranks of such noble
women in evangelism. The cause today needs
many more women with the consecration dem-
onstrated by Mrs. Reeves. As our Bible instruc-
tors around the world study the Advent mes-
sage with those who are finding their way into
the church, let us guide the parents to dedicate
their daughters to the Bible work.

€ THE young rector once complained to Bishop Phillips Brooks that his parish was

too small for his energy and talents.

Replied the wise churchman:

“It is as large as you will wish to give account of on the day of judgment.”

DEeECEMBER, 1958
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God sent his Singers upon earth

With songs of sadness and of mirth,

That thev might touch the hearts of men,

And bring them back to heaven again.
—HENRY LONGFELLOW

HEN God Himself came down to earth

He sent a choir from the very courts of
glory to herald the news. Never since the
morning stars sang together at the dawn
of creation has earth heard such music. It
must have been thrilling to hear the angel
choir singing “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth, peace, good will toward
men.” That celestial anthem has never died
away. Even amid this rushing twentieth
century, multitudes from every clime and
color pause each year to re-echo the angels’
song in the Christmas carols we sing around
the world. Despite the clash of cultures and
the hostility of races, there is everywhere
in the hearts of men a longing for peace.
Humanity has ever been the object of God’s
love, and when heaven draws near, rough-
handed men of the soil join in fellowship
with merchants and sages in the spirit of
reverent worship. Nothing so touches hearts
as does the Christmas story told in song. Its
power was seen in 1917, when battle-scarred
soldiers ceased fire and emerging from their
trenches, sang each in his own language the
wondrous story.

STEWART LOVE FROM MONKMEYER
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W
OUR FAVORI

LESLIE R. 1

Pastor, Takoma

o -

“Silent Night”

“Silent night, holy night.” There seems v
to be magic in these very words. And as we
sing these lines again this year let us by
faith enter the rude shelter that served as
“delivery room” and “nursery” for heay-
en’s infant King when He came to earth.
While standing there, let us join in adora-
tion with the shepherds and the Wise Men
as we ponder anew the wondrous gift. Then
with uplifted heart and reverent spirit we
may sing with millions around the world,
“Alleluia to our King . . . Christ the
Saviour is born.”
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TE CAROLS

IANSELL
Park Church

It was an Austrian, Joseph Mohr, of
Oberndorf, who wrote these words 140
years ago while preparing his sermon on
the eve of Christmas, 1818. His friend,
Franz Gruber, a schoolmaster and the or-
ganist of the little chapel, was so over-
joyved with the poem that he arranged
the music that night, and together they
sang the newly born carol as a duet the fol-
lowing day. Not a note or a word has been
changed since then. It instantly became
a favorite and was sung by the folksingers
at fairs, festivals, and church gatherings
all over Europe. Of all the carols, this has
been acclaimed as perhaps the best loved
and most widely used. It has a simple yet
haunting melody that appeals to all.

“Joy to the World”

One of the most jubilant of our carols is
Isaac Watts’s. “Joy to the World.” To Ad-
ventists this is not only a message of the first
advent but also a song of the Second Ad-
vent. The change of one word on the part
of some editor in our early hymnbooks
made this a song of the future as well as of
the past. In our churches we sing “Joy to
the world, the Lord will come” instead of
“the Lord is come,” and yet all will agree
that most of the words are equally appro-
priate. “Let every heart prepare Him
room,” is surely good admonition for those
who look forward to the time when ‘“the
Lord will reign!” In that land of delight,
death and the curse will be no more, no
“thorns infest the ground,” and the na-
tions will indeed prove “the glories of His
righteousness and wonders of His love.”

The first and second advents are insep-
arably connected, the second impossible
without the first, the first meaningless with-
out the second.
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GEORGE PICKOW

“The First Noel”

From the earliest days of Christianity,
carols were in use, for the story of our
Saviour’s birth has always had a fascina-
tion. One of the oldest of those we use is
“Noel.” It emerges from the Middle Ages,
but its beginning is lost in antiquity. The
poem itself is in the simplest form, and
while there are slight errors in the narra-
tion, they are of small consequence when
we realize that in those days the multitude
knew little of geography and less about
science. In spite of this it is a moving lyric
that everyone enjoys singing. The word
Noel [French] or Nowell [English] comes
from the Latin and means “birthday.” For
centuries joyous-hearted peasants, stand-
ing in the snow, sang this carol outside the
palaces of wealthy lords, and together all
joined in the spirit of praise, for it is ever
true that at Bethlehem, shepherds and sages
unite in the adoration of Christ the Lord.

“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”

Perhaps the most completely descriptive
of all the carols came from the pen of Na-
hum Tate of Dublin, Ireland, who later
became poet laureate of England. Published
as far back as 1703, this actually antedates
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the hymns of Isaac Watts and was one of the
earliest hvmns in the English language. It
therefore marks the first breakaway from
the old metrical version of the psalms. For
nearly three hundred years this lovely carol,
“IWhile Shepherds Watched Their Flocks,”
has gladdened the hearts of men. Each
stanza is virtually a paraphrase of some
part of the New Testament record. Orig-
inally the first stanza read:
While humble shepherds watched their flocks
In Bethlehem’s plains by night;

An angel sent from heaven appeared
And filled the plains with light.

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

No Yuletide would be complete without
“Adeste Fideles” or “O Come, All Ye Faith-
ful.” For many years the author remained
anonymous and it was known as the un-
known ‘“Portuguese Hymn.” Not until 1946
was he discovered. Through a recent dis-
covery of some old manuscripts we now
know that, while the author’s identity is not
certain, it was John Francis Wade, an Eng-
lishman, who first published the song. His
business was to copy music. He later moved
to Douai, France, and in 1744 he wrote
this lyric. Six years later it was used regu-
larly in the English Roman Catholic col-
lege in Lisbon, Portugal. This doubtless is
the origin of its title “Portuguese Hymn.”
The theology in this carol is important,
for here we find the infant Christ being des-
ignated “God” in the highest sense. Simple,
sincere, and vivid in imagery, it calls upon
all to adore Him. As early as 1756 it came
to be used regularly in the Portuguese Em-
bassy in London. Some musicians feel that
the tune has a similarity to some of Handel’s
phrasing. The great composer could well
have added his touch of genius to this great
tune, for at that time he was at the height
of his career. Like “Silent Night,” this is
sung by Protestants and Catholics with
equal interest.

“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

And what would Christmas be without
Charles Wesley’s well-known carol “Hark!
the Herald Angels Sing”? Written in 1739,
just a few months after the Great Awaken-
ing, this song rings with reality. The orig-
inal poem had ten stanzas in which the
story of the salvation of man was traced
from his fall to his redemption. As such,
this became particularly serviceable in the
early days of the Methodist class meetings.
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The tune “Mendelssohn,” which we today
associate with this carol, was not the tune
the Wesleys used. It was William Cum-
mings who in 1818 took this tune from one
of Mendelssohn’s manuscripts and joined
it with the well-known words, the opening
lines of which were altered by George
Whitefield. It first appeared “Hark! how all
the welkin rings, Glory to the King of
kings.” Two hundred years ago they sang
this same carol to the tune “Worgan,” the
one we use today for Wesley's great Easter
hymn “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
(Church Hymnal, p. 134). This suits the
words equally well even if we retain the
florid “Alleluias.” To do so, however,
lengthens the hymn considerably, and it is
just as effective if we sing the words straight
through. The theme is superb.

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

One of the sweetest and perhaps the
most truly poetic of all the carols comes to
us not from old England but from New
England. It was written by one not so much
a poet as a preacher, Phillips Brooks, some-
times called the Prince of American Preach-
ers. In 1865 this Boston pulpiteer was given
a year’s leave of absence by his church to
tour Europe and the Middle East. It was at
Christmas time that he came to Bethle-
hem, and riding on horseback in the mystic
moonlight, he looked down over the shep-
herds’ field. Anyone who has scanned that
area by night can enter into the spirit that
gripped the soul of that young man. The
whole panorama evidently passed before
him, and aided by a vivid imagination,
his faith in heaven’s wondrous Gift became
more real. The effect of that night’s im-
pressions can better be understood when
we realize that it was two years before he
penned the lines we know so well today.
Each line has a beauty of its own:

O little town of Bethiehem,
How still we see thee lie,

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

Quickly this loved carol swept the world
and was added to the list of favorites. Lewis
Redner, the church organist and superin-
tendent of the author’s Sunday school, com-
posed the tune that so beautifully fits the
message. Brooks not only tells the story of
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the Gift but as an evangelist appeals for
men to accept the Babe ot Bethlehem:
No ear may hear His coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him stili,
The dear Christ enters in.

Into a world of sin and sorrow our Sav-
iour came nineteen centuries ago, and into
just such a world He will come again, not
in silence to be cradled in a manger, but as
King of kings and Lord of lords. In glory

celestial He will descend the skies, and the
very heavens will blaze with His presence.
Only those whose hearts have become the
abiding place of His Spirit and have pre-
pared Him room, will welcome His return
and find at last a home in His everlasting
kingdom of peace. So as we sing anew of
this wondrous Gift to the human race, let
us yield our lives to Him, that by His grace
we might be among those who with joy
await the coming Lord as Prince of Peace.

EVANGELISM -- Winning Men for God

The Two Altars—Fire and Prayer

FORDYCE W. DETAMORE

Evangelist, Texas Conference

IN OUR evangelistic meetings we have found
the use of an altar a very effective aid in
making two special calls.

Pastor Roger Holley had an altar made out
of plywood. It is collapsible and is painted so
as to give the appearance of being made of
rocks. We use this altar two nights in our three-
week series.

The Altar of Fire

We advertise that on a certain night the
burning altar of fire will be featured. The ser-
mon that night is on practical Christian living
and the need of getting rid of all sin if we are to
be saved.

The altar is erected on the floor level in front
of the pulpit and before the evening meeting
a pail full of burning charcoal is placed on the
top. Slips of paper are passed to all in the au-
dience before the service begins.

At the end of the sermon an appeal is made
thus: “I wonder how many here tonight are
troubled with some specific sin or temptation
and would like to get rid of it? Would you like
the Holy Spirit to purge it out of your life?
Would you like to lay it on the altar and have
it completely consumed? If so, write out your
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sin or special temptation on the slip of paper
that has been given you, fold it up tightly, bring
it forward, and lay it on the altar where it will
be consumed. Your weakness may be improper
reading, impure thoughts, Sabbath breaking,
tobacco, or bad temper, et cetera. No one here
will know what you have written, but God will,
and He can and will deliver you from your dif-
ficulty.”

As people walk down to the front, Pastor
Turner sings “A Clean Heart” or “Is Your All
on the Altar of Sacrifice Laid?” Meantime
Pastors Holley and Flory place themselves on
either side of the altar. The audience response
is immediate, spontaneous, and touching. Real
victories are gained.

When all have had the opportunity to come
forward and lay their papers on the fire and
have returned to their seats, we ask the congre-
gation to remain standing with heads bowed
during the special closing consecration prayer.
This is a beautiful service not easily forgotten.

The Altar of Prayer

This altar is featured on another night, but
this time it is the altar of prayer. As before, the
altar is placed at the front, below the pulpit,
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and is covered over with a richly colored cloth.
Above this is placed a large open Bible,

At the end of the evening’s sermon, which is
on pravyer, all are asked to write out any special
prayer requests they may have (names are not
signed on these requests), and bring them for-
ward and lay them on the altar and then return
to their seats.

The response is almost unbelievable.

As Pastor Turner sings an appeal song on
prayer, people throng to the front. Pastors Hol-
ley and Flory again stand by the altar as peo-
ple lay their folded slips of paper on the open
Bible.

When all have returned to their seats, all

ministers present are asked to gather around
the altar. A few requests are read, and then
audience and ministers kneel while two or
three of the ministers lead out in special prayer.

The pastor takes all the unread prayer re-
quests and divides them among the ministers.
They take these confidential prayer requests
with them and make them a special subject of
intercessory prayer.

The opportunity this gives the audience to
present their many specific requests for prayer,
and the challenge it presents to ministers to in-
tercede on behalf of the petitioners, brings in
a true spirit of fervent revival and a sincere
seeking after God.

" PASTOR - Shepherding the Flock

The Pastor and Church Finance—DPart II

ERLING E. CALKINS

Pastor, Southern Califernia Conference

Why God Asks for Our Means

Someone questions, “Why does God ask for
our means? I would gladly give them if He
needs them. But He does not need them. He
already owns the silver and the gold, the cattle
upon a thousand hills, et cetera. He can speak
a word and create more of everything, if He so
desires, Why, then, should I give that which I
need for myself?”

Another reasons thus: “Does the preacher
need my tithes and offerings? Perhaps, but he
doesn’t need as much as he asks for. Besides, 1
don't like this preacher. I liked the one who
was here before, but he is gone to a larger
church and is well taken care of. So why
should I give?”

“Do the poor need my offerings?” asks an-
other. “Some of them do, but most of them
would not be poor if they were not so lazy
or such bad managers. If I should give to
them, I should be encouraging indolence. Let
them work as I have to; let them learn to plan
ahead for emergencies as I do. Why should I
give to them?”
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“The missionaries? Yes, I suppose I should
give a little. But I'm not so sure that I believe
in the way they use the money. I think they
could improve their methods and perhaps get
along on much less.”

Someone else says, “Really, in giving to the
church, we are giving to ourselves, because we
are the church. In that case, why should I give
to the church in the first place? I'll just keep
my share and spend it as I want to.”

Many such questions have been raised. But
how small they seem when placed beside the
great truth of stewardship: God gives to us
that we may give to others. God “so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son.”
Jesus “loved us, and hath given himself for
us.”*® The angels of God “find their joy in
giving.” Herein is revealed “the great principle
which is the law of life for the universe.” * To
mankind this principle is clearly stated, “Freely
ye have received, freely give.” ¥

The question, “Why should I give?” is not
answered primarily from the standpoint of how
much the money is needed or who needs it,
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but, rather, of how much I need the experience
of giving. Neither is it a question of giving to a
church, a minister, a missionary or any per-
son, but, rather, of giving to the Lord through
His appointed channels.

The answer will be found in the three under-
lying principles of stewardship; namely, (1)
Giving is an acknowledgment of God’s sover-
eignty, His ownership of all things, His good-
ness, His mercies to me. (2) Giving teaches me
generosity and regard for others; it helps me to
become Godlike in character. (8) Giving gives
me the honored privilege to be a co-worker
with God; it helps me to become Godlike in
habit and practice.

Acknowledgment of God’s Sovereignty
and Goodness

All that a person is, all that he has, belongs to
God.® It is God who imparts health and
strength; He gives talents and intelligence to
earn money. * Therefore, the tithes and offer-
ings are but the returning to God of His own—
“Of thine own have we given thee.” ® They are
the acknowledgment of God’s goodness, the ex-
pression of man’s thankfulness to and love for
God.

In return for the great love wherewith Christ
has loved you, you are to bring to Him your thank
offering. You are to make a gratitude offering of
yourself. Your time, your talents, your means—all
are to flow to the world in a tide of love for the
saving of the lost. #

We return to Him His own, and with it an of-
fering to testify our gratitude. Thus our practice
will be a weekly sermon, declaring that God is the
possessor of all our property, and that He has made
us stewards to use it to His glory.?

So the Lord has imparted to us heaven'’s richest
treasure in giving us Jesus. With Him He has given
us all things richly to enjoy. . . . He asks us to
acknowledge Him as the Giver of all things; and for
this reason He says, Of all your possessions I re-
serve a tenth for Myself, besides gifts and offerings,
which are to be brought into My storehouse. This
is the provision God has made for carrying forward
the work of the gospel. ®

Christlikeness in Character

Christian giving, however, was ordained for
a higher purpose than merely to acknowledge
God’s sovereignty and goodness. The obligation
of tithes and offerings was meant to teach les-
sons of generosity and regard for others. The
Scripture says, “If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself,” and *let him be your
minister.” #* We are told that “one of the great-
est sins in the Christian world of today is dis-
sembling and covetousness in dealing with
God.” ® We are to “beware of covetousness,”
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for “the love of money is the root of all evil.” =
We are further admonished that—

constant, self-denying benevolence is God’s remedy
for the cankering sins of selfishness and covetous-
ness. . . . He has ordained that giving should be-
come a habit, that it may counteract the dangerous
and deceitful sin of covetousness. Continual giving
starves covetousness to death.®

Many of God’s people are in danger of being
ensnared by worldliness and covetousness. They
should understand that it is His mercy that mul-

" tiplies the demands for their means. ®

Missing Copies

Occasionally we receive a letter be-
moaning the fact that THE MINISTRY
has not arrived for some months, We
fear that some others are not receiving
their copies, but are not writing to tell
us. Usually the trouble is a change of
address of which we have not been noti-
fied. May we invite all concerned to
send their new addresses direct to the Re-
view and Herald promptly? Then missing
copies will be a thing of the past.

Generosity is the exercise of Christian vir-
tue. The law of life decrees that nothing can
live long without exercise. Exercise strengthens
the organs, but an organ that is not used, soon
shrivels and dies. Christian giving is an agency
in the hands of God for perfecting compassion-
ate, loving character in His people. It is an
opportunity to say Thank you to Jesus for His
generosity to us when we were sinners:

I saw that it is in the providence of God that
widows and orphans, the blind, the deaf, the lame,
and persons afflicted in a variety of ways, have been
placed in close Christian relationship to His
church; it is to prove His people and develop their
true character.

God has in His wise providence placed the poor
always with us, that while we should witness the
various forms of want and suffering in the world,
we should be tested and proved, and brought into
positions to develop Christian character. He has
placed the poor among us to call out from us Chris-
tian sympathy and love.®

There is no doubt but that God could rid the
world of poverty and suffering in a word, but
He chooses, in His omniscient love, to permit
man to do this work in order that he might
experience the highest of all joys—that of help-
ing others—and enlarge his capacity to love.
The thought is beautifully expressed that our
offerings will be a “sweet-smelling savor to
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God” and also that “the very act of giving
expands the heart of the giver, and unites him
more fully to the Redeemer of the world.” ®
The thought is carried out further in these
words:

God planned the system of beneficence in order
that man might become like his Creator, benevo-
lent and unselfish in character, and finally be a
partaker with Christ of the eternal, glorious re-
ward. *

As if you could kill time without injuring
eternity!—Thoreau.

The third reason given for God’s asking a
portion of man’s means is that man might be-
come Christlike not only in character but in
habit and practice, that those characteristics
mentioned might become part of his very nature.

In Partnership With God

It is true that God does not need man’s
silver and gold—neither for Himself nor for
those doing His work. He can provide money
in abundance by one word. In fact, God is not
dependent upon man to preach the gospel at
all except that in His love for man He has
chosen this means for the accomplishment of
His work. Man thus becomes a partner with
God, a medium through which God’s mercy
and truth are carried to the world. He is thus
honored by partaking of the highest, noblest,
and most wonderful work in which it is possible
to engage. Notice the following statements to
this effect from the pen of Ellen G. White:

In His infinite love He has granted men the
privilege of becoming partakers of the divine na-
ture, and, in their turn, of diffusing blessings to
their fellow men. This is the highest honor, the
greatest joy, that it is possible for God to bestow
upon men. %

Every one has his appointed work in the great
field; and yet none should receive the idea that God
is dependent upon man. He could speak the word,
and every son of poverty would be made rich. In a
moment of time He could heal the human race of
all their diseases. He might dispense with ministers
altogether and make angels the ambassadors of His
truth. He might have written the truth upon the
firmament, or imprinted it upon the leaves of the
trees and upon the flowers of the field; or He might
with an audible voice have proclaimed it from
heaven. But the all-wise God did not choose any of
these ways. He knew that man must have some-
thing to do in order that life might be a blessing to
him. . . . He thus makes man the medium through
which to distribute His blessings on earth. God
planned the system of beneficence in order that man
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might become, like his Creator, benevolent and un-
selfish in character, and finally be a partaker with
Him of the eternal, glorious reward. %

God is not dependent upon man for the support
of His cause. . . . Whatever necessity there is for
our agency in the advancement of the cause of God,
He has purposely arranged for our good. He has
honored us by making us co-workers with Him.®

By a chain of circumstances which would call
forth his charities, He bestows upon man the best
means of cultivating benevolence and keeps him
habitually giving to help the poor and to advance
His cause. . . . And as we heed these calls by labor
and by acts of benevolence we are assimilated to
the image of Him who for our sakes became poor.
In bestowing we bless others, and thus accumulate
true riches. *

There are three points that stand out in the
above statements: (1) God does not need our
means or our help. (2) God honors us in mak-
ing us colaborers with Him. (3) By giving to
the poor and sustaining His cause, we are also
helping ourselves by strengthening those habits
of love, generosity, unselfishness, and compas-
sion that are of the very nature of Christ.

God’s plan of systematic benevolence, that is,
tithes and offerings regularly planned and
given, is one of the most wonderful means of
putting into practice the plan of salvation
which the Lord has given. It calls forth the
noblest and best from man and likewise it
develops the noblest and best in man. We are
told that the system of tithing, “like the Sab-
bath,” is “founded upon a principle which is as
enduring as the law of God,” * and is for the
best interest of man.

While the purpose of systematic benevolence
or stewardship is not primarily to raise money
for church goals, yet the application of this
plan, we believe, will solve the financial prob-
lems of the church. If it were followed by
every church member, every financial objective
would be met and exceeded. The work of God
in the world would be finished speedily and
Jesus would soon come.

Encouragements and Promises

In promoting Christian stewardship and sys-
tematic benevolence the minister ought always
to hold up before his congregation the dying
Saviour and His inexhaustible love for man-
kind. “I gave My life for thee, What hast thou
giv'n for Me?” Stewardship is, after all, a “rea-
sonable service.”

Someone, even with the very best of Christian
intentions, will be shocked at the suggestion of
giving away 20 per cent or more of his income,
especially if he comes from a nominal church
in which tithing is not practiced. The subject
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must be made deeply spiritual and should be
presented tactfully. The promises of God and
His constant loving care should be made very
real both by quoting the scriptural assurances
to the consecrated, cheerful giver and by citing
examples of those who were blessed in their
faithfulness.

We read of ancient Israel that contributions
for religious and charitable purposes amounted
o “fully one-fourth [25 per cent] of their in-
come,” and that “a conscientious few made
returns to God of about one third [33 per
cent] of all their income.” Far from reducing
them to poverty, “the faithful observance of
these regulations was one of the conditions of
their prosperity.”® God dealt bountifully with
them when they dealt faithfully with Him.

God’s requirements are no less today than
they were anciently. The revelation of God’s
grace, the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, the
fullness of the Word of God, are superadded
blessings today. The multiplied material abun-
dance, the comforts and convenience of today’s

life, are above comparison to those of Israel’s
day. Have we, then, reason to be less gener-
ous, less willing to sacrifice, than they, especially
when the promise is made, “Give what you can
now, . . .'and God will refill your hand,” and
“the more we give, the more we shall receive”? #

15 John 3:16; Eph. 5:2.

18 The Desire of Ages, p. 21.

17 Matt. 10:8

s 1 Cor. 6; 19 20.

10 Acts 17:25-38; Deut. 8:17, 18.
20 1 Chron. 29:14.

2t Testimonies, vol. 9,

22 Counsels on Stewamthp, p. 80.
28 Ihid. _}))

2 Luke 9:23; Matt. 20:26.

25 Temmames, vol. 4, p. 475.

26 Luke 12:15; 1 Tim. 6 10.

21 T estimonies, vol. 3, p. 548.

2 Ibid., vol. 9, pp. 254 255.

2 Ibid., vol. 3 p. 511

 Thid., p. 391.

3 Counsels on Stewardship, p 30.
32 Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 255.

32 Counsels on Stewardsth, . 23,
34 Tethomes, vol. 4. 4 72, 473.
35 [hid., vol. 3, pp. 36073
38 Ibid., pp. 382, 383.
37Ibzd, pp. 3 5 404.
33 Ibid., vol. 9, p. 58.
® Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 527; Testimonies, vol. 4,

p. 467.
10 Counsels on Stewardship, pp. 50, 90.

How Can I Find the Pastor?

CLIFTON L. TAYLOR

Pastor, Southern New England Conference

FEW weeks ago a Seventh-day Adventist
man past middle age who was visiting
Florida was taken to a hospital suffering from a
severe heart attack. The doctor who examined
him gave no hope. But the nurse on duty ob-
served SDA on his admission slip and deter-
mined to get the local pastor in that city to come
and pray for him. She was a new resident in
Florida, and knew no Adventist there. On re-
turning to her home in a town some twelve
miles distant, all local inquiries having proved
fruitless, she made several long-distance calls in
her efforts to find the local pastor. It was at a
cost of over six dollars to her personally that
she finally reached the right man. He visited
and prayed with the dying man. The sequel of
the story is gratifying: the man recovered in re-
sponse to prayer and good medical and nursing
care, and has now returned to his family.
The question arises, however, Why should it
have been so difficult and expensive for this
nurse to perform this errand of mercy? There
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was nobody to underwrite her efforts; she did
it because she felt it was her Christian duty.
Most people faced with such obstacles as she
encountered would have given up without ac-
complishing the objective.

‘Why must it be so difficult for a stranger in
need of a Seventh-day Adventist pastor to find
one? The stranger may not know the pastor’s
name or address, or even the address of the
local church. Should not adequate information
be listed in every telephone directory under
Seventh-day Adventists? Local inquiries fre-
quently fail of results, even if made of business-
men living near the pastor’s residence or the
church itself. These persons may be either un-
informed or, in some instances, for reasons of
their own, satisfied to withhold information. A
double listing in the telephone directory can
solve such problems—one listing for the church
and the other for the Seventh-day Adventist
pastor. It could save a life. That life might be
your own.
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SHEPHERDESS - Her Vial Partnership

LESSON X1l

An Unusual Christmas

LOUISE C. KLEUSER

CHRISTMAS is coming. May you all have
wisdom to make it a precious seasom. . . .
Let there be recorded in the heavenly books
such a Christmas as has never vet been seen.”—
EirLeNn G. WHITE in The Review and Herald,
Dec. 9, 1884, “Come, brethren and sisters, come
with your children, even the babes in your
arms, and bring your offerings to God accord-
ing to your ability. Make melody to Him in
vour hearts.”—Ibid., Dec. 26, 1882.

Recognizing that there is no divine sanctity
resting upon Christmas Day, we welcome fur-
ther counsel on the matter of making this occa-
sion one of joy and blessing to our children:

“The youth should be treated very carefully.
They should not be left on Christmas to find
their own amusement. . . . Parents can control
this matter by turning the minds and the offer-
ings of their children to God and His cause and
the salvation of souls. The desire for amuse-
ment, instead of being quenched and arbitrarily
ruled down, should be controlled and directed
by painstaking effort upon the part of the par-
ents, Their desire to make gifts may be turned
into pure and holy channels”—Ibid., Dec. 9,
1884. “It is pleasant to receive a gift, however
small, from those we love. It is an assurance that
we are not forgotten, and seems to bind us to
them a little closer. . . . It is right to bestow
upon one another tokens of love and remem-
brance if we do not in this forget God, our best
Friend. We should make our gifts such as will
prove a real benefit to the receiver.”—Ibid.,
Dec. 26, 1882.

The Spirit of Christinas

If this Christmas is to be a day such “as has
never yet been seen, Christ and His work will
receive our first love, devotion, and gifts.” The
world has so commercialized -this day that its
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true spirit has been lost. It is celebrated in rev-
elry and debauchery, with little thought of
honoring the One who is to be remembered.
The Christian must set a new pattern for it,
a pattern of dignity and sacrificial interest in
others. These lessons are urged upon the church
during the gift season. We are to bring Christ
into Christmas! When this is recognized, the
average family will show restraint in showering
gifts on its members. And even the little that is
exchanged will then “‘prove a real benefit to the
receiver.”

Children are not helped by being deluged
with gifts. Little ones become confused and
weary, and seeds of selfishness are sown in their
hearts by well-meaning relatives and friends.
Adventists have been counseled to use our up-
lifting books for holiday gifts, books that will
build character for eternity. Toys should have
educational value. One gift of this character is
of more value to a child than a whole array of
cheap, nonsensical playthings. The Christian
will not want to spend his money on toys or
games with a modern comic or theatrical in-
fluence, for these foster worldliness.

How Shall We Spend Christmas?

This is an opportune time for a profitable
discussion by the shepherdesses regarding defi-
nite plans for the church school, Sabbath schaal,
and the home. Carol singing should not be over-
done before the Christmas season actually be-
gins. Let it be reserved for the real event, and
you will be rewarded with delightful expectancy
on the part of the little ones. Include the
scriptural setting, well memorized, in relating
the beautiful Christmas story. Choose high-class
music that will develop in the youth an appreci-
ation for the best, and do not become too de-
pendent on radio and television. Why not plan
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to attend a sacred concert as a family? This will
add interest to the holiday week and help to tie
the family together.

Christmas Reading

Let us recommend a charming little book for
the shepherdess library: Parsonage Doorway,
by Anna Laura Gebhard, Abingdon-Cokesbury,
New York. Although not written in an Advent-
ist setting, this book will be of great interest to
ministers’ wives. Look for it in your town li-
brary.

The literary works of F. W. Borecham have
long been considered classics. My Christmas
Book, with the subtitle “A Handful of Myrrh,
Aloes and Cassia,” published by Zondervan
Publishing House, will provide fascinating
readings with an overseas tang. Perhaps you
will want a copy of your own, and your minis-
terial husband might appreciate the hint.

Discussion Topics for the Group

1. Scripture for family worship during the
Christmas week.

2. Ideas for the preschool child—making
“pretty things” for Christmas.

3. Good taste in seasonal decorating for the
Sabbath school and the home.

4. Healthful cooky recipes.

Christmas in the Heart
Christmas is more than gifts or carol singing
Or snow upon the roof or candlelight
Or greetings or the chime of church bells ringing
Across the silent night.

For Christmas is your love for those who love you,
Your faith that God and you are not apart;
It is your star, not in the night above you,
But shining in your heart.
—KATHERINE KILKEE
GO, Dec., 1957

The Christmas season should leave behind
an overtone of sweet heavenly pcacc. There
should be a better preparation for life and a
new appreciation for God’s “unspeakable gift.”
Let every shepherdess find her own handful of
myrrh, aloes, and cassia and present it to' the
Christ child. May this Christmastide linger in
the memory of little children and youth as the
happiest season of the year.

X

A Physician Looks at the
Virgin Birth
(Continued from page 5)

Throughout the years she had carried in
her heart the knowledge of his supernatural
conception. Now she sees him being nailed
to the cross and her heart yearns as only
a mother’s can. How gladly would she
have saved him. But stop! Why is he being
crucified? It is because he has claimed to be
the Son of God. If he was now being
crucified because he was deluded, because
he was mistaken, Mary would certainly
have cried out: “Wait, Oh wait; he is not
telling the truth. I will tell you who his

father is; he is . . .” But she held her peace,
because in her heart she knew of his divine
origin.

We believe the virgin birth because
Christ was pre-existent with the Father
“Whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting.” In the days of his flesh
he asserted that he was the Son of God,
the Messiah. He accepted worship from
men and he performed miracles to prove
his right to be recognized as Deity. The
virgin birth is but a link in his pre-exist-
ence, life, death, resurrection, ascension,
present work and future coming in glory.

Finally, we believe in the virgin birth
because of the awful alternative. If he was
not virgin-born, then the Bible lies, and
instead of a divinely inspired revelation we
have a pious fraud. If he was not virgin-
born, then his mother was a promiscuous
and dishonest woman and he was an il-
legitimate son. If he was not virgin-born,
then he himself was deluded and the entire
structure of his person and work is under-
mined and we become of all men most
miserable.

In stating our faith in the virgin birth of
our Lord, we accept it as a phase of his
supernatural Self, a part in the history of
the One who said: “I am Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the ending, saith the
Lord, which 1s, and which was, and which
is to come, the Almighty.”
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Vegetable
STEAKS

Taste-fempting and a
delightful main dish that
pleases the whole family.
Serve in any way that you
would meat. Made entirely
from selccted vegetable
products. So economical,
too, as there is no waste.

Vegetable

SKALLOPS

Something different. A tan-
talizing flavor that gives it
unequalled appetite appeal.
When French-fried in vege-
table fat to a rich, golden
brown, lends a welcome
variety to meatless meals,

Prime Vegetable

BURGER

Newest Battle Creek Vege-
table Entree. Made of pro-
tein gluten flavored with
nutrious yeast. Wonderful
for sandwiches, loaves, pat-
ties, croquettes or hot
dishes. Get acquainted with
Prime Vegetable Burgers.
You'll be glad you did.

More People are Eating . . .

Other Battle Creek
Vegetable Entrees

PROTOSE

The first Vegetable En-
tree ever produced. Still
one of the most popular
because it is always a
taste treat. Offers end-
less variety as it can be
served as a cold cut —
pan broiled — roasted,
or as the main ingredi-
ent for a casserole.

NUTTOSE

A highly nourishing nut
food resembling sand-
wich meat in consistency.
Fine for sandwich
spreads—croquettes and
salads. Something differ-
ent that "tickles the
palate.”

SAVITA

Kitchen magic that im-
parts flavorful zest to
soups, gravies, creamed
casseroles, loaf dishes or
sandwiches.

LED for Tenderness and Flavor
SAVE LABELS — Worth 1¢c each for Church Missions

The Batile Creek Food Company, Batile Creek, Mich.

Battle Creek Foods on Sale at College Stores, [
|

i
i
|
|
!
|
i
|
i

Health Food Stores and Diet Food Sections
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School Health: A Cooperative Venture

JOYCE W. HOPP, M.P.H.

Assistant in Health Education, General Conference Medical Department

PASTORS, church school teachers, physicians,
dentists, nurses—all realize that something
more should be done about the health of the
children in our church schools. How to do that
“something” is the question. Most of our church
schools are small, one- or two-room schools. We
cannot afford to hire full-time physicians and
nurses, as do the public schools. And present-
day research indicates this would not be advis-
able, even if we could afford it.

Adequate health programs are difficult to
develop in church schools, but they are worth
every bit of the effort it takes. When physicians
and nurses work with teachers and pastors, a
good health program can be the result. This
sounds like a lot of theory, does it not? But it
can succeed with cooperation. We can best tell
you of it in the words of Dr. David W. Ruggles,
conference medical secretary (on a voluntary,
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unpaid basis) for the Southern New England
Conference, as he writes of the Health Educa-
tion Week conducted in that conference.

The following note appeared in the Atlantic
Union Gleaner of April 21, 1958:

The boys and girls throughout the Southern New
England Conference observed March 9-15 as Health
Education Week. The Department of Education
made arrangements to have Dr. David Ruggles,
conference medical sccrctary, Mrs. Robert Ritten-
house, of Hudson, and student nurses from the New
England Sanitarium conduct a special program in
the church schools of the conference during this
week. To emphasize good health habits in an inter-
esting way skits, stories, questions, and illustrated
talks were given by those participating. With the
guidance of the teachers, the students found the
week most enjoyable by making health posters, writ-
ing jingles, learning songs, decorating the room, and
writing stories.

David W. Ruggles,
M.D., Southern
New England Con-
ference medical sec-
retary, shown with
students of the
Hudson, Massachu-
setts, church school
and student nurses
from New England
Sanitarium.




Commenting on the week, Dr. Ruggles writes:

The idea grew out of suggestions made by Millie
Urbish, elementary supervisor for the Southern New
England Conference at a conference on such mat-
ters last summer when we were both attending
workers’ meeting. We are fortunate to have a
school of nursing in our local conference at the
New England Sanitarium, and Marilyn Kuefiner,
who instructs the student nurses in public health
nursing and health education lines, cooperated.
This was to the benefit of the church school pupils
and also the kind of experience needed by the
student nurses, of whom there were about fifteen.

Health education needs to be presented io the
children to do much good; people over fifty, sixty,
or seventy have little potential gain io be derived
from health education efforts on their behalf com-

pared with that gained in working with children
and young people. We hope to make our Health
Education Week in the church schools an annual
feature for the above-mentioned reasons and aspire
to keep it interesting, profitable, and entertaining
for the boys and girls,

You may not have a school of nursing in
your conference, but these same results can be
accomplished in every place where there is a
church school, an interested teacher, a physi-
cian, or dentist, or nurse, and a pastor who will
work hard enough to put the combination to-
gether. If you wish any suggestions, your local
conference medical and educational depart-
ments will be happy to assist you as you plan
to improve your school health program.

NEWS - From Current Journals

{Unless otherwise credited, the following news items are
taken from Religious News Service.]

¢, More than 15,000 programs were placed on TV
stations last year by the National Council of
Churches Broadcasting and Film Commission.

€[ Repression of thoughts of God was described by
a Seventh-day Adventist pastor, Dr. Arthur L. Bietz,
of Los Angeles, as a major cause for emotional
anxiety and mental stress. Many ministers, Dr. Bietz
said, are responsible for bringing about anxiety by
their “problem-centered preaching.” Such preach-
ing “simply produces more self-centered boredom.”
“Ministers can still find their greatest message for
these men and women in the Bible.”

Dr. Bietz also said, “Ministers today can be re-
spected only if they are great men in an age which
demands greatness. Ministers must be more than
technicians—they must be leaders. Leadership must
pay the price of attack by entrenched resistance to
change.” The preacher must be more than a
“sanctimonious voice behind a mask,” he said. “Too
often he tends to be an ‘odd fish’ who supports the
odd ways of the persons who are afraid to face life.”

¢ Dr. Floyd O. Rittenhouse, president of Potomac
University, Washington, D.C., told the American
Religious Town Hall Meeting, held in Philadel-
phia, that present conditions in labor unions consti-
tute “a greater threat to democracy than internal
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Communism or segregation because they reflect a
passiveness or apathy toward corruption and dic-
tatorship by such a large segment of the popula-
tion.” They are a threat, he continued, because by
inference “our citizens would also be passive toward
corruption in civil government, or to the under-
mining of the Constitution that puts the rights of
free men above the power of the State.”

Dr. Rittenhouse was one of some 20 Protestant,
Roman Catholic, and Jewish clergymen, educators,
and civic leaders gathered under the auspices of
the American Religious Town Hall Meeting to
participate in the production of the series of 16
half-bour forums on civil rights and other subjects.

¢ The youngest clergvman ever namcd by the
United Church of Canada as the denomination’s
moderator was elected at the 18th biennial General
Council in Ottawa, Ontario. He is the Right Rev-
erend Angus J. Macqueen, 46, minister of First St.
Andrew church, London, Ontario, and succeeds Dr.
James Sutherland Thomson, 66, of Montreal, who
was once his professor at Pine Hills Divinity Hall,
Halifax, Nova Scotia. Mr. Macqueen was born at
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, the son of a coal miner,
and was ordained in 1935 by the United Church.

¢ Directors of all courts in Bavaria have been re-
quested by the Justice Ministry of the West Ger-
man State of Munich to have crucifixes placed in
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their courtrooms. No reason was given for the
recommendation. However, it is believed that the
Tequest was prompted by a recent incident at
Landshut. A witness refused to take an oath be-
cause there was no cross in the courtroom.

Early this year the director of the Bamberg
District Court had already ordered the religious
symbol mounted over the judge’s tables to remind
witnesses of their moral responsibility to tell the
truth. Crucifixes were removed from courtrooms
under Chancellor Qtto von Bismarck in the 19th
century during his Kulterkampf (cultural feud)
with the German Roman Catholic Church in which
he sought to suppress Catholic opposition to the
regime.

¢ Edward Cardinal Mooney, Archbishop of Detroit,
in a letter read from Catholic pulpits, urged pa-
rishioners to refrain from Sunday shopping. He
asked Michigan Catholics to *“conscientiously re-
fuse to indulge in Sunday shopping in showing
merchants the evil of commercial activity on a
holy day, and deprive them of tainted gain.”

( Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector of England in
the seventeenth century, once threatened to bom-
bard the port of Genoa in order to protect the
Waldensians, oldest Protestant group in the world.
This was disclosed by Prof. Enea Balmas, of the
University of Milan, following his discovery of a
document in a section of the Milan Library known
as the “Gesuitic Foundation.”

¢ Indianapolis, Indiana, reports a “Respect Sun-
day” movement throughout Marion County with the
backing of Protestant, Roman Catholic, civic, and
labor groups. The aim of the drive is to close all
business on Sunday. Volunteers are asking residents
of the city to sign the pledge reading: “Our family
believes in our day together. That’s why we are
glad to join Respect Sunday, and keep it for the
family.”

€ A novel “tithing” plan to aid churches, and in
the interest of “spiritual good,” has heen inaugu-
rated at Seattle’s Frye Drive-in Hotel by Manager
Ashley N. Doak. Transient guests are given the op-
portunity to signify, with their registration, their
church preference. Then, once a month one tenth
of the guests’ room account will be sent by the
hotel to the designated churches, denominations,
faiths, or religious work. “We hope the idea will
spread to other fields of commercial endeavor to
such a degree that more of our wealth will be put
to work for peace on earth and good will toward
men,” Mr. Doak said.

( Forty-three of the 170 member communions of
the World Council of Churches admit women to the
“full ministry.” Of the remaining council members,
Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, of New York, said, 76 “do
not ordain women” and there is “no up-to-date”
information on the other 27.

€ A copy of a Bible owned by Abraham Lincoln
has been donated to the Library of Congress by
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Lincoln Isham of Dorset, Vermont, great-grandson
of the former President. The Bible, a folio pub-
lished in Philadelphia by Lippincott, Grambo in
1854, is bound in Victorian style. It was evidently a
gift to Lincoln from an admirer, Robert Turner,
of Baltimore, Maryland. It is the second Lincoln
family Bible to be presented to the Library of
Congress. The first, published in Philadelphia in
1847, was given to the library by Mrs. Robert Todd
Lincoln in 1928. It contains family records, some of
which are written by Abraham Lincoln himself.

1t was admitted in an article in a leading Russian
philosophical magazine that there is a “partial
revival of religion in the Soviet Union” and it
called for “more subtle and vigorous atheistic prop-
aganda.” In a three-page attack on religion, the
publication contended that the revival was due to
the “influence of the capitalistic world” and must
be fought with antireligious lectures, films, and
other media. The magazine also denounced the
“pacifist movement” and stressed that ‘“religious
ideology” did not help preserve peace. It added
that “mankind will reach peace by the struggle of
the masses against the imperialists and not through
religious outlook saturated with pacifism.”

¢ Canadian Prime Minister John Diefenbaker
received a letter from Evangelist Wesley H. Wake-
field, leader of the Bible Holiness Mission, urging
that a clearer definition be given of the phrase
“freedom of religion” in the proposed Canadian
Bill of Rights. Citing countries where this freedom
was limited to private practice and worship only,
Mr. Wakefield said, “In its true sense, real freedom
of religion includes the freedom to propagate reli-
gious beliefs and the legal equality of all religious
denominations.”

STRONG

BIBLICAL PREACHING
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Ask for ““BibHcal Sermon Starters”
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Bill C60 entitled “an Act for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms” was
introduced by the Prime Minister in the House of
Commons on September 5 and is scheduled to come
up for the second reading in the next session of
Parliament, which begins in January. It declares
that “any act of Parliament, cabinet order, or reg-
ulation, now in effect or to be passed in future
years mav not infringe on” certain rights and free-
doms. Human rights are listed without definition
in the bill as freedom of religion, speech, assembly,
and of the press.

Other provisions in the bill are the right of any
individual to protection of the law without regard
to race, national origin, color, religion, or sex, and
the right not to be deprived of life, liberty, and the
security of person and enjoyment of property ex-
cept by due process of law. As proposed by Mr.
Wakefield, “freedom of religion” should be defined
to include ‘“the practice, the worship, and the
propagation of religion.” The definition also should
state, he said, that this freedom “not make anyv
excuse or justification for licentious or criminal
equality, and that no legal discrimination or pref-
erence be made on account of religious profession.”

The Bible Holiness Mission is an interracial and
international missionary movement with head-
quarters in Vancouver.

{ A 127-year-old vow was kept inviolate when
descendants of forty German families shipwrecked
on September 17, 1831, gathered in Trinity Lu-
theran church in Jenera, Ohio, to observe a day
of personal thanksgiving. On a storm-wrecked ship
off the coast of Maryland, the German immigrants
vowed that if they were saved, September 17 would
always be considered a holy day by themselves and
their future generations. Each year the grateful
families have celebrated their special day of thanks.
The immigrants came to America from Darmstadt,
Germany, to settle on farmland set aside for them
at Jenera. After the shipwreck they had to work
their way across Pennsylvania and Ohio.

 In an address given to some 1200 penal experts
attending the 88th annual congress of the American
Correctional Association, the Reverend Jesse Jai
McNeil said that the society’s vindictiveness toward
former convicts stems from a lack of understanding
by so-called good people.

“Rejected by churchgoers, by employers, and then
by fellow workers when he finally lands a job,”
said Mr. McNeil, “the former prisoner is driven
back to former criminal associates.” And yet, he
noted, the ex-convict is only seeking what all peo-
ple seek—roots in the community, standing, love,
concern, and the feeling of belonging. “All the good
a corrections program can do,” he said, “is lost
when an ex-convict is rejected by the very people
—the good people—he is told to associate with
when he is released.”

€ J W. Jones, a grocer accused of violating Little
Rock’s Sunday closing law, was found not guilty
after testifying that he observed Saturday as the
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Sabbath. The grocer claimed he had been a mem-
ber of a Baptist church but was now studying the
faith of the Seventh-day Adventists prior to join-
ing that church. In dismissing the charges, judge
Harry C. Robinson, of municipal court, said he
believed Mr. Jones, who closes his shop on Satur-
days, was acting in ‘“‘good faith and conscience,”
adding that “a man has a right to change religions.”

¢ A 30-year-old Protestant missionary in Paraguay
was speared and killed by savage Morro Indians of
the Chaco tribe whom he was trying to win to
Christianity. The victim, the Reverend Kornelius
Isaak, of Fernheim, served under the Board of
Foreign Missions of the Mennonite Brethren Church
of North America. He and. several fellow mission-
aries were attempting to establish friendly contact
with the Morros, who have terrorized other Indians
and Mennonite colonists in the northwestern part
of the country. Previously, the Mennonite mission-
aries had tried to win the tribe’s friendship and
confidence by leaving gifts on their trails.

¢ Plans are under way to build a 350-foot statue
of Christ atop an Albuquerque mountain to sym-
bolize “a new and vast spiritual awakening in the
Southwest.” We understand the project will include
a 15,000-seat amphitheater, a nondenominational
chapel, observation deck, and picnic and recreation
grounds. Total cost of the entire project has not
yet been estimated.

The proposed site, on the 9,700-foot South Sandia
Peak, overlooks the Rio Grande River valley for
seventy miles in all directions. It is particularly
appropriate, foundation officials said, because Span-
ish missionaries first visited and brought Christian
teachings to Albuquerque Indians in the early
1540’s, making the area “the very Cradle of Chris-
tianity in the United States.” Eventual approaches
to the site by highway from the east and by cable
car from the west are being planned. Officials said
the project may be completed by 1960.

¢ A young Swedish woman missionary to Ethiopia
has been murdered by bandits near Addis Ababa,
the capital of that East African country, the Chris-
tian daily Vaart Land reported in Oslo, Norway. .
Miss Anne-Greta Stjarne, 31, of the Swedish Evan-
gelical Mission, was attacked on her way to Debra
Seit, a route she had traveled many times, the
paper said. She had just returned to Ethiopia for
her second five-year term after a year’s furlough
and study in Sweden.

¢ A record number of Bibles and Scripture por-
tions was printed in the ‘Soviet Zone of Germany
during 1957, according to Evangelical Bible Work,
with which the eleven East German Bible societies
are affiliated. Donations of large amounts of paper
by foreign churches and paper import permits
granted by the East German government made the
printing possjble, said EBW.

A total of 301,172 volumes was published, includ-
ing 86,975 complete Bibles, 83,714 New Testaments,
and 129,483 Scripture portions. This was an 80
per cent increase over 1956.
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More

Many evangelists and pastors have urgently requested that
we suggest a basic black-light set suitable for audiences of

50 to 1,000. Experienced workers have been consulted, and
now we announce and recommend the new

EVANGELISM
COLORAMA SPECIAL
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Fluorescent chalk, visible, set of 6, B-2401 ... 4.50
Dead Flat Black Lacquer, 1 quart, B-2270 ... 1.90 Review and Herald.

Value $215.19
Special Combination Price, Postpaid $195.50

These visual aids can greatly supplement your efforts and make more effective
your soul-winning endeavors.

Write your Book and Bible House or the Review and Herald for further informa-
tion and the newest Audio-Visual Catalog.
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SPECIAL NOTICE

To All Holders
of Commentary
Contracts

Every
Seventh-day Adventist
Home Should Have
a Complete Set of

the Commentary

PREPUBLICATION ORDERS for COMMEN- DEADLINE DATES
TARY volumes were accepted on agree- Volume 1_._1
ment that remittance for books would be Volume 2—
i : Volume 3—
made to Book and Bible Houses as soon Volome 4— Already Canceled

as each volume was ready. Twenty-eight

thousand subscribers have followed through XZ}SE: 2___

with one or more volumes, but a few have Volume 7—December 31, 1958

not responded to publication notices. In .
order that all who have ordered COMMEN- Following the above dates all unfulfilled con-

tracts or portions thereof will be automatically
canceled, thus leaving Book and Bible House

managers free to transfer same to new converts
line dates as shown on the right have been or others wishing to obtain the COMMEN-
agreed upon. TARY volumes.

TARY sets at a special price may have ample
time to complete their contracts, the dead-

Keep Your Contract Active by Osrdering All Volumes Now Ready.

WRITE YOUR BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE AT ONCE

R rusLisRING
AzseciaTian

WASHINGTON 12. D.C.
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MINISTRY INDEX FOR 1958

By Department and Contributor

DEPARTMENT INDEX

Bible Iristructor

World Survey of Bible Work—June.
Purgatory—July.

Bible Instructors at Cleveland—Oct.
The Line Must Not Break!—Dec.

Books
How to Be an Effective Church Woman

—April. X
The State in the New Testament—April.
The Epistle to the Hebrews—April.
The Preacher’s Task and the Stone of

Stumbling—June. i
Seventh-day Adventists Answer Questions

on Doctrine—June.

Pastoral Prayers for the Church Year—

June. i
La Métaphore du Miroir—June. .
TheJLife and Teaching of Jesus Christ
—June. ..
An_ Historian’s Approach to Religion—

une.
Greek-English Concordance to the New
T estament—Aug.
The Small Woman—Aug. .
American Freedom and Catholic Power

—Aug.

The Catholic Church in the Modern
World-—Aug. . X
Democracy and Catholicism in America

—Aug.
Catholig Viewpoint on Censorship—Aug.
Seventh-day Adventists Answer Questions
on Doctrine—Aug. i
The Doctrine of Eternal Punishment—

ug.

The Great “1 Am’s” of Jesus—Aug.

Grace for Today—Sept.

Jonathan Edwards the Preacher—Sept.

The Church Faces the lsms—Sept.

David Livingstone: His Life and Let-
ters—Sept.

Convention Addresses

(Presession Convention,
Cleveland)

The Minister—Oct.

Have You Seen the King?—Oct.

Evangelistic Viston—Oct. .

Entering Into Qur Opportunities—Oct.

Why Tarry in Jerusalem?—Nov._

The Place of Public Relations in Evan-
gelism—Nov. .

Vigorous Crusading—Nov.

Counsel From the
Spirit of Prophecy

Science and Religion—Feb.
Christ’s Two Natures—Divine and Hu-
man-—April.

Cover Subjects

The Amphitheater at Pompeii—Jan,

Winter Scene of Niagara Falls—Feb.

Light on Creation—March,

Christ in the Garden—April.

Guatemala Profile—May. .

Granite Marker Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity—June.

Spiritualistic Séance—July.

Potomac University Graduation—Aug.

Lighthouse—Sept. . .

The Bible— ‘For Such a Time as This’’!

—Uct.
Kila Gilama—Nov.
“Glory to God in the Highest”’—Dec.
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Editorial

Biblical Archeology—Jan.

Science and Religion—Feb.

The National Council of Churches in
Action—March. .

Unity of Adventist Belief—March.
e Hear From the Pews—March,

Unity of Adventist Belief, II—April.

Is Adventism Facing a Recruiting Prob-
lem ?-—April.

All Eyes on Cleveland—May.

A Father-in-Law Speaks Up—June.

Preaching in Our Scientific Age—June.

In the World’s Spotlight—July.

The Modern Revival of Spirit Worship

—July.
The “Buddy’’ Plan—July.
Our Responsibility to the Deaf—Aug.
The Challenge of Cleveland—Sept.
Sharing—Oct.
Giants or Grasshoppers?—Nov.
The Master’s Skill—Nov.
When God Became Homeless—Dec.

Evangelism

Evangelistic Witness in Poland—Feb.

The Science of Soul Winning—Feb.

A Spirit-empowered Solution for Suc-
cessful Evangelism—DMarch.

Successive Steps in Decision—June.

The Art of Personal Evangelism—June,

The Evangelistic Center— June.

Total Evangelism— July.

Principles of Persuasion—July.

The Evangelistic Preaching Wheel, Part

I—Aug.

Unique 6rdination Service—Aug.

Public Relations Spearhead in Dark-
County Evangelism—Aug.

Music_in Evangelism—Sept.

T}ieI Eé/angelistic Preaching Wheel, Part

—Sept.
The Two Altars—Fire and Prayer—Dec.

Feature and General Articles

From the Thames to the Tigris—Jan.

Viewing Archeological Treasures—Jan.

Pompeii an Example of the End of the
World—Jan.

Polytheism as Expressed by the Sera-
peum—Jan.

We Saw Sinai—Jan.

Tyre and Sidon—Jan.

A View of the Dead Sea Scrolls—Jan.

Cities of Prophecy—Jan. .

Petra, Rock Fortress—Jan.

Evolutionism the Antithesis of Creation-
ism—Feb. 3

The Biblical Doctrine of Creation—Feb.

Tli?e bCreation of Elementary Matter—

eb.

Gerasa—A City of Christ’s Time—Feb.

With Paul in Athens—Feb.

Night in the Roman Colosseurn—Feb.

The Huguenots—Pioneers of Freedom—
March

Reflections on the World of 1957—
March.

Chance and_ Accidental Progression in
the Evolutionary Hypothesis—March.

The Scientific Apostasy—March.

Conflicts Between Science and Religion
—March.

False Report and Rumor—March.

The Rise and Fall of “Rev. Automaton™
—March. ..

Spirituality the Prime Requisite—April.

The Incomparable Christ—April.

Soul Wi}iming in Nearby Military Bases
—April.

The Question of Species and Variation
—April.

Missing the ‘“Missing”’-—~May.

I Was a Stranger’”’—May.

Time Changes Situations—May.

Worl-{lfng Among Other Language Groups
—May.

Reaching Qur Neighbor—May.

Vacation Evangelism—May.

The Geological Problem—May.

Impressions in Bible Lands—May.

The Qualifications of Leadership—June.

Men to Match My Mountains—June.

Spiritualism’s ““New Look’—July.

Psychic Pitfalls—July.

ExpeJrninents in Extrasensory Perception
—July.

Spirttualism’s “New Look,”” Part II—

ug.
Unorthodox Spirit Healings—Aug.
Parapsychology and Modern Thought—

ug-
“\Xhat of Seventh-day Adventism?’—
ug.

Creative Preaching and Teaching—Sept.

Is Hypnotism Dangerous?—Sept.

Spirits Like Frogs—Sept.

Ecclesiastical Bird Watching—Sept.

Recreation That Re-creates—Sept.

Be Ye Thankful—Nov.

Preparing for an Audience With God—
Nov.

Public Relations Seminar—Nov.

A Mind to the Task—Dec.

A Physician Looks at the Virgin Birth

—Dec.
What About the Doctors in Your Con-
gregation >-—Dec.
OQur Favorite Carols—Dec.
A Masterpiece of Praise—Dec.
“Going After the Right Man’’—Dec.

Evangelistic Publigxty Service and
Experimental Project—Dec.
Health Evangelism

‘‘Happiness and Health”” Meetings—

—June.
How Much Is It Worth to Be Well?—

une.
School Health: A Cooperative Venture—
ec.

Ordinations
1957 Overseas Ordinations—April.

1957 Ordinations for North America—
May.

Panel Discussions (Presession
Convention, Cleveland)

Pastoral and Personal Evangelism—OQOct.
Radio, Television, and Film Evangelism

—Oct.

Reaching the Masses—QOct.

More Powerful Preaching—Oct.

Our Worship of God—Oct.

City-Center Evangelism—Nov.

Overseas Evangelism Rally—Nov.

Bible Instructors and Shepherdesses—
Nov.

Evangelistic Question-and-Answer Panel
—Nov.

Pastor
Discovering _Interest in Our Church
Services—]Jan

The Pas'tlor, a S-piritual Physician, Part I

—April.

The Pastor, a Spiritual Physician, Part II
—May.

To Add Meaning to Your Membership

— July.
The Soils of the Soul—Sept.
Facing Qur Real Problem—Sept.
“No?)e Other Name Under Heaven”
-—OQct.
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The Pastor and Church Finance, Part I
—Nov.

How (0}:11 I Find the Pastor?—Dec.

Planning for the New Year—Dec.

The Pastor and Church Finance, Part II

—Dec.
Poems

Ring Out, Wild Bells—Jan.
Confidence—Jan,

Prayer for This Year—Jan.
At the Gate of the Year—Jan.
A New Year Wish—Jan.

The New Year—Jan.

A New Year’s Promise—Jan.
Toward New Heights—Jan.
The Creator Spake—Feb.
Nature’s Creed—Feb.

God of the Earth, the Sky, the Sea—

eb.
God’s Mountaineers—Feb.

God, the Architect—Feb.

Sabbath Worship Reverence—Feb.
Our Bible Instructors—Feb.

O -God, Whose Smile Is in the Sky—Feb.
The Cross Was His Own—April,
I Know That Christ Lives—April.
Christ Crucified—April,

A Housewife’s Prayer—April.

The Empty Tomb—April.
Fullness of Joy—May.

My Task Supreme—May.
Supersensitive—May.

The Preacher’s Prayer—June.
Crushed Fragrance—June.

The Master’s Touch—June.
Repentance—June.

Teach Me to Love—July.

When God Leads Forth—TJuly.
The Young Preacher—July.

The Lifted Lamp—July.

Because You Prayed—Aug.
Those Who Serve—Aug.

Musings in a Library—Aug.

Behold the Man !-—Sept.

Little Children—Sept.

“For Such a Time as This’’ 1—Oct.
The Man of God~—Oct.

If T Could Be—Nov.

Morning Prayer—Nov.

God Knows—Nov. i
You May Count That Day—Nov.

Pointers to Progress

Humility—Mareh.

Man’s Only Hope—March.

Highway to the Heart—March. .
The Personal Contact in Preaching—

March, .
I Will Sing With the Spirit”’—Aug.
Born-again Christians—Aug.
A Secret of Jesus’ Power—Aug.
A Test for Preaching—Aug.
Preaching the Present Tense of God—

—Aug.
The Preacher and His World—Sept.
Making Oneself Understood—Sept.
Letters—Sept.

Pulpit

Urgency—Feb.

Ffhciency—March.

A Maimed Sacrifice—April. .
When Children Go to Church—April.
To Fill the Hand—May.

The Wine of Heaven—June.
Forthright Preaching—July.

Gestures in Delivery—Aug.

Sayings of Sir James Baillie—Sept.

Quotable Quotes

Fatal Mistrust of  Christians
Differing Viewpoints—~March.

Unfortunate Neglect of Christian Es-
chatology—March.

Secular Press More Receptive to Reli-
gious News—March.

God’s Word or the Popular Will—
March.

Percentage of Direct Versus Indirect
Representation—March.

The Dangerous Stupidity of Corporate
Humanity—March.
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Holding

Ecumenicity—Ecumentality—Ecumaneu-
vering—March.

Research

The Name of God—April.

The Name of God, Part II—May.

The Name of Jesus—July.

Chrizt the “Logos’”’—The Word of God
—Aug.

Baptism in the New Testament—Sept.

The Three Tithes of the Old Testament
—Sept.

Seminary

Bible Lands Tour Evaluations by Tour
Members—Feb. .

The Power of Christ’s Resurrection—
April.

The Hospital Chaplaincy—May.

With the World Field in a World Task
—June.

SemiJnary Extension School in Australia

—Jjune.
Making the Sabbath Service Sacred—
une.
The Emphasis in Pastoral Preaching—
1

July.
The Marks of a Christian Scholar—Aug.
Helps for Busy Pastors and Evangelists

—Sept. . A
With the Seminary in Central Europe
—Dec.

Shepherdess

Our New Baby!-Jan.

Organizing Shepherdess Groups—Jan.

Off to a Good Start—Feb.

Entering the Ministry—March. X

Career Women in God’s Work—April.

The Pastor Teacher—May.

Workers Together—June.

The Versatile Minister’s Wife—July.

Planning Your Vacation—Aug.

The School Bell Rings—Sept. |

Managing Your Household Time; The
Halloween Problem—Oct.

Acknowledging Our Blessings—Nov.

An Unusual Christmas—Dec.

Unclassified
Our Declaration of Fundamental Beliefs

—Jan.

John Wesley’s Rules for Congregational
Singing—Jan,

Comments on Baptism From Portuguese
Sources—Jan.

Evangelistic Ideas—Feb.

What Part Does Music Play in the Lives
and Labors of God’s People?—Feb.
This Door Leads to God’s Pulpit—

arch.
Nutrition Today—March.
None Like Unto Him—April.
Nutrition Today—April.
The New Colossus—May.
Nutrition Today—May.
Nutrition Today—June.
Tenth Annual Ministers’ Convocation of
Southern California—July.
Come Over and Help Us—July.
Gardeners of the Soul—Aug.
Nutrition Today-—Aug.
Gratifying Research Report and Appeal

——Aui.
Let’s Think It Over—Oct.
Behind the Man—Nov.

Worship Together This Week—Nov.
The Meaning of Christmas—Dec.

CONTRIBUTOR INDEX

A
Abbotti) R. H.—The Reality of the Bible
—reb.
Adair, Leila—The Small Woman—Aug.
Allen, Edna Jane—I Know That Christ
Lives (Poem)—April.
Amundsen, Wesley—*‘I Was a Stranger’

—May.
Anderson, Clifford R., M.D.—What

About the Doctors in Your Congrega-
tion?—Dec. .

Anderson, R. Allan—Unity of Adventist
Belief—March; Humility—March; The
Incomparable Christ—April; Unity of
Adventist Belief, Part II—April; All
Eyes on Cleveland—May; Pastoral
Prayers for the Church Year—June;
The Life and Teaching of Jesus Christ
—June;: Preaching in Our Scientific
Age—June; In the World’s Spotlight—
July; Our Responsibility to the Deaf—
Aug.; “I will Sing With the Spirit’’—
Aug.; The Great *'1 Am’s” of Jesus—
Aug.; Greek-English Concordance to
the New Testament—Aug.; The Chal-
lenge of Cleveland—Sept.; Letters—
Sept.; Have You Seen the KingP—
Oct.;’ When God Became Homeless—

ec.

Armstrong, Margaret D.—Prayer

for
This Year (Poem)-—Jan.

B

Baillie, Sir James—Sayings of Sir James
Baillie—Sept.

Bangham, Mary Dickerson—Repentance
(Poem)—July.

Barnes, Roswell P.—Unfortunate Neglect
of “Christian  Eschatology-—~March;
God’s Word or the Popular Will—
March.

Beach, W. R.—The Marks of a Chris-
tian Scholar—Aug.

Becker, L.—Preparing for an Audi-
ence_ With God—Nov.

Bell, L. Nelson, M.D.—A Physician
Looks at the Virgin Birth—Dec.

Berg, Orley M.—We Saw Sinai-—Jan,

Bergherm, W. H.—Soul Winning in
Nearby Military Bases—April.

Biederwolf, William E.—Ten Reasons
Why Every Christian Home Should
Have a_Family Altar—June.

Bietz, R. R.—~Why Tarry in Jerusalem?

—Nov.

Blake, Eugene Carson—Fatal Mistrust
of Christians Holding Differing View-
points—March; Percentage of Direct
Versus  Indirect  Representation—
March.

Bonar, Horatius—The Master’s Touch
(Poem)-—June.

Dr. John Sutherland—Tenth
nnual Ministers’ Convocation of

Southern California — July; Let’s

Think It Over—Oct.

Bothe, W.—Vacation Evangelism—
May.
Bowser, Charles B.—Because You

Prayed “(IPoem)——Aug.

Bradley, W. P.—David Livingstone: His
Life and Letters—Sept,

Brewer, N. F.—Be Ye Thankful—Nov.

Brown, R. H.—The Creation of Ele-
mentary Matter—Feb.; Conflicts Be-
tween Science and Religion—March.

Buckwalter, J. A.—~Tips for Pastors—
—Jan.; * Rumpus = Christians—Jan.;
Science and Religion—Feb.; Sermon
Illustration—Feb.; Evangelistic Ideas
—Feb.; The National Council of
Churches in Action—March; Man’s
Ounly Hope—March; The Personal
Contact 1 Preaching—March; dn
Historian’s Approach to Religion—
June; Crushed Fragrance (Poem)—
June; Psychic Pitfalls—July; Princi-
ples of Persuasion—July; The Modern
Revival of Spirit Worship—July; Un-
orthodox Spirit Healings—Aug.; Ges-
tures in Delivery—Aug. ; Secret of
%esus’ Power—Aug.; Preaching the
resent Tense of God—Aug.; A Test
for Preaching—Aug.: Is Hypnotism
Dangerous?>—Sept.; The Preacher and

His  World—Sept.; Making O 1

Understood—Se;I:t. e mesell
C

Calkins, Erling E.—The Pastor and

Church Finance, Part I—Nov.; The
Pa]gtor and Church Finance, Part II
—Dec.
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Campbell, Hugh J.—Singing as We
Journey’’—Feb.

Cannon, J.—The Hospital Chap-
laincy—May.
Carcick, Theodore—False Report and

Rumor—March; The Qualifications of
Leadership—June. A

Carmichael, Amy—God’s Mountaineers
(Poem)--Feb.

Cayrus, Benoni—Unforgettable Mo-
ments—Feb.

Christensen, Carl D.—The Tour to the
Bible Lands—Feb. .

Christman, H. K.—Reflections on the
World of 1957—March. .

Clark, H. W.—The Biblical Doctrine of
Creation—Feb.; The Scientific_Apos-
tasy—March; The Question of Spe-
cies and Variation—April; The Ge-
ological Problem—May.

Cleveland, E. E.—Highway to the Heart
—March; A Father-in-Law Speaks Up
—June; Total Evangelism—July; Evan-

elistic Vision—Oct.; Giants or Grass-
%oppers?—-Nov. . B

Clifford, G.—Seminary Extension
School in Australia—June.

Combrinck, J. J. B.—The Historicity
and Truthfulness of the Bible—Feb.

Conmack, Joseph—Public _ Relations
Spearhead in Dark-County Evangelism
—Aug.

Cottrellg, Raymond F.—A Mind to the
Task—Dec.

Cupertino, G.—Facing Our Real Prob-
lem—Sept.

D

Dart, Archa O.I—When Children Go to
Church—April. .
Demi‘:lrgc, Mufray W.—To Add Meaning
to Your Membership—July.

Detamore, Fordyce W.—Successive Steps
in Decisions—June; Vigorous Crusad-
ing—Nov.; The Two Altars—Fire and
P —Dec.

Dcvv(?i;{ Dr.e CL. Harold—Tenth Annual
Ministers’ Convocation of Southern
California—July; Let’s Think It Over

—Oct.

Douglass, Herbert E.—Cities of Proph-
ecy—Jamn. N

Doward, Jan S.—Making the Sabbath
Service Sacred—June.

E

Ehrenstein, Herbert Henry—'—-Seventh-day
Adventists Answer Questions on Doc-
frine—Aug.

Eliot, George—You May Count That
Day (Poem)—Nov. .

Ellison, L. R.—Vacation Evangelism—

May. B
Erlecke, F. K.—Time Changes Situa-
tions—May.
Esteb, Adlai A.—QOur Bible Instructors
(Poem)—Feb.; The eaning of
Christmas—Dec.

F

Farthing, Andrew—The Place of Public
Relations in Evangelism—Nov.

Fearing, Andrew C.—Sharing—Oct.;
Worsflip Together This Week—Nov.;
The Master’s Skill—Nov.; Planning
for the New Year—Dec.; A Master-
piece of Praise—Dec. X

Figuhr, R. R.—Questions_on Doctrine
—Jan; Spirituality the Prime Requi-
sitte—April; The Minister—Oct.

Finney, Charles G.—How to Preach so
as to Convert Nobody!—Jan.

Flaiz, T. R., M.D.—‘None Other Name
Jnder Heaven’’-—Oct.

Flint, Annie Johnson—The Empty Tomb
(Poem)—April. .

Folkenberg, Elman _J.—Spiritualism’s
“New Look,”’> Part I-—July; Spiritual-
ism’s “New Look.” Part IT—Ausg.

Froom, L. E.—Gratifying Research Re-
port and Appeal—Aug.
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G

Graves, Nell Rose—Supersensitive
oem ) —May.
Grove, J. Paul—Petra,
of the Elamites—]Jan.

H

Hager, Rev. Wesiey H.—Ecumenicity—
cumentality — Ecumaneuvering -—
March.

Hardinge, L. G.—With Paul in Athens
—I'eb.

Hare, Robert E.—The Man of God
(Poem)—Oct.

Haskins, M. Louise—At the Gate of the

ear—Jan.

Havergal, Francis Ridley—A New Year
Wish (Poem)—Jan. .

Heppenstall, Edward—With the World
Field in a World Task—June; Cre-
ative Preaching and Teaching—Sept.

Hickman, Melvin G.—*“What of Sev-
enth-day Adventism?”’—Aug.

Hilliard, = Julia Feiling—The Lifted
Lamp (Poem)—July.

Hoen, R. E.—Evolutionism the Antith-
esis of Creationism—Feb.; Chance
and Accidental Progression in the
Evolutionary Hypothesis—March.

Holland, Kenneth J.—A View of the
Dead Sea Scrolls—Jan.

Hollingsworth, L. M.—The Cross Was
His Own (Poem)—April.

Holmes, John Haynes—O God, Whose
Smile Is in the Sky (Poem)—Feb.
Hopp, Joyce W.—School Health—A

Cooperative Venture—Dec.

Horn, Siegfried H.—Biblical Archeology
—Jan.; Viewing Archeological Treas-
ures in European Museums—Jan.;
W%h the Seminary in Central Europe
—Dec.

Hovnanian, Louise—Teach Me to Love
(Poem ) —July. .

Howard, Pear]l Waggoner—When God
Leads Forth (Poem)—July.

Hulbert, E. E.—The Preacher’s Prayer
(Poem)—June.

Hyde, T.—Recreation That Re-
creates—Sept.

Rock Fortress

¥

Johnson, Simon R.—The Art of Per-
sonal Evangelism— June.

Jones, Dorothy R.—A Better You
(Poem)—June.
K
Kemp, Harry—God, the Architect
(Poem)—Feb. . .
King, G. D.—Evangelistic Witness in
Poland—Feb.

Kingsley, Jessie Davis—If I Could Be
(Poem)—Nov.

Kleuser, Louise C.—Qur New Baby!—
Jan.; Organizing Shepherdess Groups
—Jan.; Sabbath Worship Reverence
(Poem)—Feb.; Off to a Good Start—
Feb.; Entering the Ministry—March;
We Hear From the Pews—March;
Is Adventism Facing a Recruiting
Problem?—April; Career Women in
God’s Work—April; The Epistle to the
Hebrews—April; The Pastor Teacher
—May; My Task Supreme (Poem)—
May; World Survey of Bible Work—
une; Workers Together—June; The
“Buddy’’ Plan—July; The Versatile
Minister’s Wife—July; Planning Your
Vacation—Aug.; The Doctrine of
Eternal  Punishment—Aug.; Born-
again_ Christians—Aug.; The School
Bell Rings!—Sept.; Grace for Today
—Sept.; Jonathan  Edwards the
Preacher—Sept.; The Church Faces
the Isms—Sept.; “For Such a Time as
This’! (Poem)—Oct.; Managing
Your Household Time—Oct.; The
Halloween Problem—Oct.; Bible In-
structors at Cleveland—Qkct.; Acknowl-
edging Our Blessings—Nov.; An Un-
usual Christmas; The Line Must Not
Break!—Dec.

Kranz, Russell M.—The Evangelistic
Center—June.

Krogstad, “Adrian—Musings in a Li-
brary (Poem)—Aug.

Krogstad, Norman L.—Music in Evan-
gelism—Sept.

L

Lazarus, Emma—The New
(Poem)—May.

Leiske, A. A.—“Going After the Right
Man’—Dec.

Lesovsky, W. H., M.D.—The Pastor,
a Spiritual Physician, Part I—April;

he Pastor, a Spiritual Physician,

Part IT--May.

Lloyd, Marjorie Lewis—Behold the Man
(Poem)—Sept.

Longfellow, Samuel—God of the Earth,
the Sky, the Sea (Poem)—Feb.

Lowe, Harry W.—Questions on Doc-
trine—June.

Colossus

M

Mansell, E. P.—Comments on Baptism
From Portuguese Sources—Jan.

Mansell, Leslie R.—Our Favorite Carols
—Dec.

M%nléel, Percy W.—“I Am Debtor’’—

eb.

Marsh, Alice Garrett—Nutrition Toda:
—March; April; May; June; Aug. ¥

Mellor, G." M.—Discovering Interest in
Our Church Services—Jan.

Meyer, Albert—Impressions in Bible
Lands—May.

Miller, C. B.—Some Must’s—Oct.

Milman, Henry Hart—Christ Crucified
(Poem)-—April.

Munsey, Frank T.—A Changed Man—
A New Book—Feb.

Murdoch, W. G. C.—The Power of
Christ’s Resurrection—April.

N

Nolde, Dr. Q. Frederick—The Danger-
ous Stupidity of Corporate Humanity
—March.

o

Oliver, Arthur—The Rise and Fall of
‘“Rev, Automaton’—March.

Olsen, Viggo N.—Some Main Impres-
sions—Feb.

Osborn, James W.—Experiments in Ex-
trasensory Perception—July; Parapsy-
chology and Modern Thought—Aug.:
Spirits Like Frogs—Sept.

Osgood, Frances—The Creator Spake
(Poem)—Feb.

P

Percy, Frances A.—Morning Prayer
oem ) —Nov.

Powers, Horatio Nelson—The New Year
(Poem)—Jan.

R
Ratcliffe, A. G.—Entering Into Our
Opportunities—QOct.
ead, E.—The Name of God—

April; The Name of God, Part II—

ay; The Name of Jesus—July;
Christ the ‘“Logos”—The Word of
God—Aug.

Reavis, J. D,—What Part Does Music
Play in the Lives and Labors of God’s
People?>—Feb.

Reeves, Clifford A.—Evangelists Counsel
Their Sons in Unique Ordination Serv-

ice—Aug. i

Rentfro, R. A,—Night in the Roman
Colosseum-—Feb.

Richards, H. M. S.—Evangelists Coun-

sel Their Sons in Unique QOrdination
Service—Aug.

Running, Leona G.—From the Thames
to the Tigris—Jan.; Helps for Busy
Pastors and Evangelists—Sept.
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S

Salom, A. P.—Baptism in the New

Testament—Sept.

Schubert, Walter—The Science of Soul
Winning—Feb.: A Spirit-empowered
Solution for Successful Evangelism—
March.

See, Wilma Enright—Fullness
(Poem)—May.

Shirkey, Albert P.—The Soils of the
Soul—Sept.

Shuler, J. L.—The Emphasis in Pastoral
Preaching—July; The _ Evangelistic
Preaching Wheel, Part I—Aug.; The
Evangelistic Preaching Wheel, Part II
—Sept.

Smith, C. O.—Urgency!—Feb.; Effi-
ciency —March; A Maimed Sacrifice
—April; To Fill the Hand—May; The
Wine of Heaven—June; Forthright
Preaching—July.

Specht, Walter F.—Geresa—A City of
Christ’s Time—Feb.

of Joy

Stephens, Lloyd-—*“Happiness and
Health” Meetings—June.
Stewart, Arlyn D.—The Preacher’s

Task and the Stone of Stumbling—
June.

T

Tarr\E W.—Public Relations Seminar
—NQV,

Taylor, Clifton L.—How Can I Find
the Pastor?—Dec.

Teesdale, W. Homer—Men to Match
My Mountains—June.

Thiele. Edwin R.—Pompeii an Example
of the End of the World—]Jan.

Thomas, Jessie Lane—A Housewife's
Praver (Poem)—April. i
Thorj'xsen, Halvard J.—Tyre and Sidon

—Jan.
Tippett, Harry M.—Gardeners of the
Soul—Aug.

Tobiassen, Teif Kr.—The State in the
New  Testament— April;  American
Freedom and Catholic Power—Aug.;
The Catholic Church in the Modern
World—Aug Democracy and Cathol-
icism -in AmenazmAug s Catholic
Viewpoint on Censorship—Aug.

Truman, A. W., M.D.—How \/Iuch Is
It Worth to Be Well>—Jun

Tuland, C. G.—The Three Tlthes of
the Old Testament—Sept.
U
Uniat, P. E.—Reaching Our Neighbor
—May.

Unruh, T. E.—Missing the ‘Missing’’
—An Appeal to Leadership—May.

W

Walther, Daniel—The Huguenots—Pio-
neers of Freedom—March; La Méta-
phore du Miroir—]June.

Waterhouse, S. Douglas—Polytheism as
Expressed by the Serapeum—Jan.

Weatherall. Thelma—Purgatoryv— July.
eiskel. Frank M.—Ecclesiastical” Bird
Watching—Sept.

Welss, Samuel—Working Among Other
Language Groups—May.

Weniger, Eunice C.—How to Be: an
Eﬁectzve Church  Woman—April.
White, E. G.—Science and Religion—

Feb.; ; March; Christ’s Two Natures—
Divine and Human—Apnl
White, J. Ina——Behind the Man—Nov.
Wightman, Richard—Those Who Serve
oem)kAwy
Winandy, Charles—Realization of a
Quarter—Century Dream—Feb,

Z

Zorub, Emmanuel—Reliving the Exodus
—Feb.
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When God Became Homeless

(Continued from page 48)

feasts and festivals of His day the occasion
for bringing new revelations of God’s love
to the multitudes. He was not confused.
He understood clearly the ultimate end and
purpose of it all. But He nevertheless chose
these periods of festivity, while hearts were
happy and worshipful, as opportunities for
unfolding great truths.

When God broke into human history, ev-
erything was affected, and even the com-
mon things of life came to have new mean-
ing. Edwin Markham puts it this way:

Now have the homely things been made
Sacred, and a glory on them laid,
Now that the King has gone this way,
Great ave the things of every day!

Yes, homely things become holy things in
this new dimension. And that is what
Christmas can mean to everyone. The good
news heard by the shepherds was not for
them alone, but for “all people.” Everybody
is somebody to God. No matter how dark
the future or how discouraging the outlook,
the light that shone in Bethlehem so long
ago can light the way of each and all.

Ours is a bewildered generation that
seems to have lost its way. To many it is as
if the lights bave suddenly gone out. Those
who have visited Carlsbad Caverns in New
Mexico will recall the long walk under-
ground that leads to the great chamber of
the Rock of Ages. The journey to that
point has been well lighted, permitting all
to view the entrancing colors and forma-
tions. Then when all the visitors are quiet,
calm, and seated, the lights are suddenly
turned off. To be hundreds of feet under-
ground and surrounded by impenetrable
darkness gives one an eerie feeling.

On one such occasion a little girl began
to cry. Her brave little brother seated next
to her threw his arm around her and spoke
tenderly in the darkness: “Don’t cry, honey,
it’s all right. There is a man here who
knows how to put on the lights” How
wonderful to hear a voice of comfort in the
darkness! A moment later a little glimmer
appeared, which was increased little by lit-
tle until the whole chamber was ablaze
with light. Yes, there was a2 man there who
knew how to turn on the lights. And in the
darkness of our day we must remember
that there is One who knows how to .
turn on the lights. It was He who shone
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amid the darkness nineteen centuries ago.
Let us take the opportunity of Christmas
and talk about Him who is the Light of the
world.

Maxwell Anderson in his poem “Lost in
the Stars” states a tragic truth when he
says that many are like stars “crossing the
skies in a lonely arc.” But no one need be
lonely, for God Himself came down from
the glory land like a long-awaited comet,
predicted and expected, that He might be
a friend to all—the lonely, the outcast, the

No man ever served God by doing things to-
morrow. If we honor Christ, and are blessed,
it is by the things which we do today.

sin-sick, and the sorrowing. Yes, light has
come into this world, but “the darkness
comprehended it not.” In the face of trag-
edy, loss, and death, many are trying to
hold together the pieces of their broken
world while God seems so far away.

Though “science is compelling us to
think great thoughts of God,” yet with
many, the more they learn of the universe
the less they seem to know of a God who
cares. Some have declared that “there is
no Friend beyond the skies to whom we
can turn.” But at Christmas time the world
reminds itself of this Friend beyond the
stars, 2 Friend of sinners, a Father to the
fatherless, who came seeking to bring His
lost children home again.

Huber, the great Swiss naturalist, when
but ten years old, was standing with his
mother beside an anthill. The ants were
rushing about in real agitation. “They’re
afraid of me, Mother!” exclaimed the boy.
To which she quietly answered, “But you
wouldn’t hurt them; you are so fond of
them.” Then after a moment’s pause he
said, “But how can I let them know that
I'm so fond of them except by becoming
an ant?” Here is the gospel in a cameo.

Looking down from the place of His
sanctuary, the Lord beheld the earth. And
hearing the groaning of the prisoners, He
longed to loose those appointed to death
(Ps. 102:19, 20). Ah! but He did more than
look; He came. And as a penniless preacher
He moved among men, the embodiment of
love and sympathy.

What a wonderful opportunity is ours, es-
pecially at this season of the year, to help
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men understand the meaning of the in-
carnation. God became flesh because that
is the only thing we humans can really un-
derstand. He had written of His love by
the pens of the prophets. But that was only
a fragmentary revelation. When He became
flesh He became one of us. Since then it has
been easier to comprehend His love.
Christmas tells men that they need no
longer wander around like lost souls in an
alien universe. The lost has been found.
This little world has been reclaimed and
reconciled to God by the incarnation and
death of His Son, for “God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto himself.”
Christmas brings the opportunity to
preach with power the glorious redemp-
tion that is ours in Christ Jesus. Then let us
not submerge ourselves in multitudinous
details of mere historic reference. Rather
let us bring the living Christ to dying men.
Let us once more kneel with them by faith
at Bethlehem’s manger, while we contem-
plate the mystery of omnipotence sheathed
in that Babe’s arm. The infant cry from His
crude cradle was the Voice that once spoke
creation into existence. But more, that
same Voice will call the dead to life again
when He comes in glory to bring His ran-
somed ones back to the Father’s house.
He who became the homeless, helpless
Babe amid His own creation did so that
He might re-create us and give us an eternal

. home with Him in glory.

O ye heights of heav'n, adore Him;
Angel-hosts, His praises sing;
Powers, Dominions, bow before Him,
And extol our God and King:
Let no tongue on earth be silent,
Every voice in concert ring,
Evermore and evermore,

Thee let old men, Thee let young men,
Thee let boys in chorus sing;
Matrons, virgins, little maidens,
With glad voices answering;
Let their guileless songs re-echo,
And the heart its music bring,
Evermore and evermore.
—Hymns Ancient and Modern
R. A. A.
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WHEN GOD BECAME HOMELESS

DECEMBER is here again, and what an
important month it is! Not only does it
bring an end to the old year but it reminds
us of two very important events. It was on
December 10, 1942, in a little room in the
Chicago Stadium, that science discovered
nuclear fission, a discovery that unlocked
the secret of the stars and ushered in the
atomic age. An editorial in the New York
Times sounded this significant note:

Man used to wonder why the stars shine. Now
he knows. He even knows how to create a little
ephemeral star on earth. But he does not yet know
whether this star is to light the doom of all his
culture, all his hopes, and all his civilization.

Knowing how to build hydrogen into
helium, understanding the process that
lights stars, is not enough, for such knowl-
edge in the hands of irresponsible man
could indeed bring an end to civilization.
Important as it may be to know the secrets
of the stars, it is vastly more important to
know the secret of God and His love for
lost man.

And no date is more important than De-
cember 25, for it reminds us of the time
when God, the Source of all science, the
Upholder of the universe, became flesh that
He might reveal Himself to men and bring
a lost race back into fellowship with Him-
self. True, the exact date of our Saviour's
birth is unknown, and most authorities
agree that it was much earlier in the year,
but let not the uncertainty of the date
cause us to lose the opportunity this season
affords of entering into the spirit of joy
and good will, especially as we remember
anew the wondrous Gift that was cradled
in Bethlehem.
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In unfolding the full message of God for
this generation we are responsible to in-
form our congregations that Christmas, like
so many other church festivals, has an un-
christian origin and is actually a carry-over
from the apostasy of the Middle Ages; yet
to choose the Christmas season itself as the
occasion for such emphasis is surely ill-
timed. The reason we mention this is that
we have known of some who have followed
just such a plan with unfortunate re-
sults. Rather than launching a crusade
against Christmas at this season, would it
not be more in keeping if we led our mem-
bers and those interested in our message

" to adore the Saviour we love, and at the

same time help them to understand how
He can be born anew in their hearts?

In a world of fear and frustration, with
broken homes and broken hearts every-
where, surely it is something for which we
can thank God that millions during these
few weeks in December are contemplating
the wondrous story of God’s love, which
permitted Him to come to earth a home-
less outcast, that He might provide an eter-
nal home for every lonely, homeless child
of Adam who will accept His love. The date
is surely of small consequence when com-
pared with the Gift itself. In South Amer-
ica, for instance, it is not December 25 but
January 6 that is celebrated by the ex-
change of gifts and good will. This date is
believed to commemorate the visit of the
Wise Men. The date is a detail, but the
event is tremendous.

As workers we do well to follow the ex-
ample of our Lord who made the religious

(Turn to page 46)
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