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both breath of spiritual life and the fire of un-
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EDITORIAL

INANCIERS claim that within five dec-

ades the income of an American wage
earner will increase eleven times over his
current income. For example, a six-thou-
sand-dollar family income today would es-
calate to sixty-six thousand dollars fifty
years from mnow. However, purchasing
power may be the same or even less. Brit-
ain’s currency devaluation is another omen
of decreasing money values. Some of us
have lived and traveled in those areas of
the world where the motto for economic
stability is instability, and the value of
money changes rapidly and sometimes
overnight.

Of special significance is the statement
in Testimonies, volume 5, page 732: “One
dollar now is of more value to the work
than ten dollars will be at some future
period.” This can be interpreted in at least
two ways. The urgency of the need at that
particular time to get the work established
and expanded demanded immediate giv-
ing. The question is, Have the needs di-
minished? To leaf through the thick finan-
cial report of world-division. requests for
assistance indicates that not only have our
needs not diminished, they are much
greater! The second interpretation is that
money will devaluate. Most of us reading
these lines know by personal experience
that a dollar gift today or its equivalent in
any currency in the world cannot begin to
accomplish what it did a few years ago.
This fact alone should be a tremendous
impetus for sacrificial giving.

There’s another interesting facet to the
devaluation concept. “Money will soon de-
preciate in value very suddenly when the
reality of eternal scenes opens to the senses
of man,” says Ellen G. White in Evangel-
ism, page 63. The point is that there are
two types of depreciation. Governments
may arbitrarily devalue money, but the at-
titude of the possessor of money can do the

Aprir, 1968

DEVALUATION—
What Form?

same. Today we are witnessing a constant
depreciation of the actual value of money,
but are we seeing a corresponding deprecia-
tion of money in the eyes and attitudes of
Advent believers?

Mixed Up “Nots”

Too many of us mix up the “nots” in
2 Corinthians 4:18. We read it like this:
“While we look at the things which are
seen, but not at the things which are not
seen: for the things which are not seen are
temporal; but the things which are seen
are eternal.”

The poverty-ridden widow whose tiny
but fabulous gift has inspired millions the
world around had placed a correct value
on money. She saw money through the eyes
of God. The scenes of eternity never looked
greater to her than the day when she de-
posited in the church everything she had.
With her husband gone, she was the sole
support of her household. She of all people
could have justified keeping her money,
but had she done this, the world as well as
she would have lost an unusual blessing.

The day is certain to come when the
global population will suddenly lose total
appreciation for money or any other ma-
terialistic possession. When the sky is
ripped asunder by our Lord’s return and
earth’s masses finally sense the utter futility
of man’s aims, achievements, and posses-
sions, then the universe will witness the
greatest devaluation act of all history.
Ezekiel described it vividly when he de-
clared, “They shall cast their silver in the
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streets, and their gold shall be removed:
their silver and their gold shall not be able
to deliver them in the day of the wrath of
the Lord” (Eze. 7:19).

Our preaching and living should be of
such a quality that our members will think
less of their possessions and more of eternal
realities. This is true devaluation. J.R.s.

UNTAPPED
RESOURCES

BEFORE me is a Religious News Service
dispatch, reporting on a keynote address
made by a prominent Christian business-
man that has led me to do some thinking
and now this article.

Amory Houghton, Jr., is chairman of the
board of the Corning Glass Works, one of
our nation’s leading industrial corpora-
tions. He was speaking at a convocation of
clergymen sponsored by the Episcopal Theo-
logical Seminary, gathered to give study to
the role of Christian ministry in a secular
society. His burden was that the church
make greater and more significant use of
its ‘“‘greatest untapped resource’—its lay
members. He chided the church for not
using the laymen more effectively. “If we
do significant things in our vocation. don’t
ask us to do insignificant things in the
church,” he said.

“We will fix the rectory roof or run the
Sunday school picnic, but ask us for more,”
he continued. “Ask us not just to tithe
money but to tithe time.”

“Ask us to carry the gospel along with
you. It will not embarrass us.”

Generally speaking, Seventh-day Advent-
ist laymen are more involved with church
activities than are other church groups.
Still, we frequently discover dedicated lay-
men, pre-eminently successful in their pro-
fession or vocation, gifted with unusual
ability and talent, but sitting on the side
lines as far as their active contribution to
the vital role of the church is concerned.

We confess that there are some who love
to have it so; still others among them would
welcome a challenge and would give out-
standing service.
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The church with its mission is the most
important institution on earth. It is more
important than the United Nations. It is
greater than General Motors or Standard
Oil. What goes on in our churches and how
our members relate to the commission of
our Lord is of greater concern to Him than
the progress of the war in Vietnam, the
population explosion, or the continuing
crisis in the Middle East. In fact, the sig-
nificance of what happens all around the
world is relative to its effect upon the work
of the gospel.

The privilege and responsibility of par-
ticipating in this work is the greatest chal-
lenge and the most rewarding experience
that can come to anyone. There is none
greater!

"Then let us give the challenge. Let us call
upon our laymen to share their best in this
grand enterprise. Let us invest them with
a greater voice in the planning and with
greater responsibilities in seeing this work
accomplished. Hold before them the un-
paralleled importance of the task, then
discover together ways by which they can
make a truly significant contribution.

One reason many talents lay dormant
is that the pastor has not really become
well enough acquainted with the parish-
ioner to recognize the contribution he
could make. Most pastors will remember
times when they have come almost to the
point of moving to another parish, only to
discover at such a belated hour certain capa-
bilities in dedicated laymen that had not
been utilized for the church—untapped re-
sources!

Our church programs, both their internal
operation and their evangelistic outreach,
are so varied that men and women, young
people, even the boys and girls, with varied
talents and abilities can be put to the task.
None need be left out!

Although there are those who are wait-
ing to press forward in shouldering heavier
responsibilities, there are others who hesi-
tate, feeling utterly unqualified to make any
worthy contribution. But have you not felt
the thrill of seeing such laymen, when
pressed into service, develop far beyond any-
thing they might have thought possible?
It may have been as an elder, a deacon, a
Sabbath school officer or teacher. It may
have been as a visitor among backsliders
or interested prospects. It might possibly
have been in giving Bible studies or even
as a successful lay evangelist.
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Among our laymen there are some who,
because of their education and vocational
background and experience, are eminently
qualified to serve on, or chairman, various
committees. It may be the building commit-
tee or the finance committee. Some may
have unusual ability in the area of organiza-
tion. Are we using them as we should? Do
we seek their counsel? Are we capitalizing
on the success they may be enjoying in the
business or professional world and giving
them the opportunity to make their greatest
contribution to the more important task?

Much has been said and written in recent
months about the apostolate of the laity.
In the Seventh-day Adventist Church our
dear laymen have always played an impor-
tant and necessary role. As the church grows
and the work continues, the part they play
must be enlarged. We hear of the “genera-
tion gap,” the “credibility gap,” and of all
kinds of “gaps.” We must by all means
avoid the ‘“ministerial gap,” -or the “ad-
ministrative gap.”

Who knows how many of our laymen, if
given the challenge, might respond with
meaningful suggestions, willing service, and
financial means far beyond anything hereto-
fore committed to the cause; means that
would enable the church to launch out into
new areas. Consider, for example, the op-

. portunities for greater utilization of mass

communications. We have not begun to
touch what ought to be done. Whole popu-
lations may be reached through radio, tele-
vision, the printed page, and now telephone
evangelism; and this in areas where now the
voice in too many instances is almost
muffled behind church walls.

The time has surely come to move for-
ward into new and enlarged areas. Under
the power of the Holy Spirit new ventures
are to be made. New plans are to be inaugu-
rated. New methods are to be tried. This
challenge comes to us as ministers, but it
must be shared with our churches—our
laymen.

Many are waiting for such a call to more
venturesome, dynamic, and significant serv-
ice. Others, although they may feel they
have but a few loaves and fishes to bring,
will rejoice to see how God will multiply
their seemingly meager efforts.

Why not set up a committee to make a
survey of your church members in a sincere
effort to discover the “untapped resources.”
Then call a meeting for meaningful dia-
log. Discuss together how the varied talents
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INTRGDUCING

A New Ministerial Association

Secretary

C. B. Rock graduated from
Oakwood College with the
B.A. degree in 1952. He was
ordained to the gospel min-
istry in 1956. In 1966 he re-
ceived his M.A. degree from
the University of Detroit
with a major in sociology.
His first ministerial labors
1 . were in Augusta, Georgia,
3 ﬁ and Columbus and Sumpter,
" South Carolina.

His pastoral-evangelistic 1a-
bors took him to Florida in 1955, where he worked
in the Orlando and Miami areas. In 1963 he ac-
cepted a call to the pastorate of the City Temple
church in Detroit.

During his sixteen years of ministerial service
Elder Rock has conducted ten evangelistic cam-
paigns and rejoiced to see 1,036 baptisms. He is a
fourth generation of Seventh-day Adventist min-
isters in his mother’s family. He has now joined
the Southern Union Conference as associate min-
isterial secretary.

and interests and means of the laity can best
be utilized in unprecedented proportions
for the furtherance of the gospel. Talk and
plan and pray together at the grass-roots
level. Many will be surprised to see what
members will dare to do and invest for God
and His church when the challenge is
rightly presented and the heart and soul
really captured for Christ. 0. M. B.

IF THE TRUTH HAD BEEN AGGRESSIVELY
PROCLAIMED

There was spread out before me city after city
in need of evangelistic labors. If diligent effort had
been given to the work of making known the truth
for this time in the cities that are unwarned, they
would not now be as impenitent as they are. From
the light that has been given me I know that we
might have had today thousands more rejoicing
in the truth if the work had been carried forward
as the situation demands, in many aggressive lines.
—Evangelism, p. 21.




EARLE HILGERT

Vice-President for Academic
Administration
Andrews University

THE SEMINARY SERVES

AT THE beginning of a new term I
usually ask each student in any class to
introduce himself by giving his name and
the place from which he comes. In most
schools there would be nothing unusual
about this. But at the Seminary this is al-
ways an intriguing moment, for the whole
world is often brought together in one
classroom. A few days ago as a new term
began I found thirty-five students enrolled
in my church history class. The introduc-
tions sounded like a roll call of the United
Nations: Denmark, England, Holland,
Sweden, Germany, Haid, Jamaica, Brazil,
Australia, Korea, and Japan, as well as
many areas of the United States. And this
is characteristic throughout our Seminary;
with students from twenty-six countries, the
Seminary motto was never truer than it is
today: “From all the world to all the
world.”

Faculty

The Seminary serves the world—and the
world field serves the Seminary—in a vari-
ety of ways. While the presence of over-
seas professors is a common feature of
American higher education, the faculty of
our Seminary has reflected to an unusual
degree the fact that the Seminary is truly
a worldwide school. During the thirty-four
years of its existence, sixteen of its regular
faculty have been persons born abroad in
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eleven different countries. A total of twenty-
six faculty members have served as denom-
inational workers in all but one of the over-
seas divisions before joining the Seminary
staff. During the present year, out of seven-
teen teachers, twelve have had overseas ex-
perience in nine different world divisions.
Six of them have earned degrees in foreign
universities. The Seminary faculty is truly
representative of the denomination’s world-
wide work.

Extension Schools

Perhaps the most interesting aspect of
the Seminary’s outreach is the program of
overseas extension schools which has char-
acterized its work throughout much of its
history. A pattern was established in 1948
when three teachers were sent to England
to conduct short-term courses for workers
in the British Union. Since that time
twenty-four such extension schools, in all
regularly functioning overseas divisions,
have been held. Hundreds of ministers and
teachers have thus had access to Seminary
instruction who otherwise could not have
benefited in this way. A list of these schools
provides impressive testimony of the Sem-
inary’s contribution to our worldwide work:
1948 British Union 1958 Southern Fu-
1950 South America rope
1952 Mexico 1954 Inter-America
1953 South Africa 1955 Southern Asia
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1956 Far East 1964 Northern Eu-
1958 Australia rope

1958 Germany 1965 Northern Eu-
1959 England rope

1959 Norway 1965 Southern Asia
1960 South America 1966 Northern Fu-
1961 Middle East rope

1962 Far East 1966 Australia
1963 Southern Eu- 1967 Northern Eu-

rope rope
1964 South Africa 1967 Central Eu-
rope

While a large variety of subjects have
been taught, special emphasis has been

WORLD FIELD

given to the distinctives of Adventism:
prophetic interpretation, the Spirit of
Prophecy, and evangelism. Personnel from
the Ministerial Association, the White Es-
tate, and the GeoScience Institute have
often joined with regular Seminary teach-
ers. R. Allan Anderson, LeRoy E. Froom,
and Arthur L. White have been particu-
larly active in these endeavors from time
to time.

Missionary Training

Yet another vehicle of worldwide service
is the Seminary’s recently inaugurated pro-
gram for the training of missionaries. From
its very first session in the summer of 1934
the Seminary has always been a training
ground for missionaries under appoint-
ment and on furlough. Increasingly, how-
ever, the need has been felt for a program
of professional training for missionaries,
bringing together the study of theology,
sociology, anthropology, linguistics, and
political science to provide a thorough and
professional training for the prospective
missionary who must now face a world of
complex problems little anticipated a few
years ago. Such a program was initiated in
1966 when Dr. Myrl O. Manley, highly
trained in sociology and psychology, and
with more than twenty years experience as
a mission administrator and educator in
Southern Asia, joined the Seminary fac-
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ulty to establish a Department of Missions.
Uniting with him in this program is Dr.
Gottfried Oosterwal, an internationally rec-
ognized expert on the social and religious
anthropology of primitive peoples, who has
served the denomination for many years
both in Europe and in the Far East. Addi-
tional strength is brought to this program by
Dr. Charles C. Crider, professor of sociology
at Andrews University, who brings a rich
background of mission administration in
the Middle East, and Dr. Elaine Giddings,
former missionary in Africa and a special-
ist in the learning and teaching of for-
eign languages.

Each summer the Mis-
sions Department of the
Seminary conducts a Gen-
eral Conference-sponsored
institute for missionaries
under appointment. Here
under expert guidance the
prospective missionary stud-
tes both the general phi-
losoohy of Adventist mis-
sions and the specific characteristics and
problems of the country to which he
has been appointed. He receives basic
orientation in living conditions in his new
field of labor, he studies current political
and social issues, and he seeks the begin-
nings of insight into the new psychological
and religious context in which he will live.

For missionaries on furlough and others
who can spend a full year in study, the De-
partment of Missions offers a Master’s de-
gree. This program provides graduate-level
orientation for those who already have
achieved professional status in other fields
such as the ministry, teaching, or medical
work.

In its faculty, its student body, and its
training programs, the Seminary receives

Sabbath, April 13, a special offering is
to be received from the churches in North
America for Andrews University. It de-
serves our loyal support.

its students from all the world, and sends
them into all the world to preach the gos-
pel. For more than a third of a century it
has fulfilled this role in the Advent Move-
ment; today in an even greater measure
than ever before it is achieving this goal
as a truly worldwide institution.
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Disciplining and Saving

ISCIPLINING is the aim and attempt to

change the way of the wayward, to
change the attitude of the rebellious, to
break the habit of the feeble, to turn a
sinner into a saint. Discipline is dealing
with sin and sinners in the church with
such tenderness and such love that the pas-
tor or church cannot be called the sinner’s
enemy, and yet with such positiveness and
such force that the pastor and the church
canrot be called the sinner’s partner. Play-
ing “‘Pilate” with the sinner makes one his
partner

“t;od holds His people, as a body, respon-
sible for the sins existing in individuals
among them. If the leaders of the church
neglect to diligently search out the sins
which bring the displeasure of God upon
the body, they become responsible for those
sms "—Testimonzes, vol. 3, p. 269.

“If wrongs are apparent among His peo-
ple, and if the servants of God pass on in-
different to them, they virtually sustain
and justify the sinner, and are alike guilty

8

S/zeep

and will just as surely receive the displeas-
ure of God; for they will be made responsi-
ble for the sins of the guilty.”—Ibid., pp.
265, 266.

What Is Right?

This responsibility of dealing with wrong
among us brings to focus the question,
What is right? I am hearing more and
more, “There are no absolutes. Truth is
only relative.” And, indeed, we must agree
that where right was once right and wrong
was once wrong, there seems now to be a
blending of the two forming a twilight
zone, a neutral shading, an area that is not
quite wrong and yet not exactly right. Re-
peatedly I hear the puzzled pew asking the
perplexed pulpit, “What is right?” or
“What is wrong?” The answer can no
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I.J. JOHNSON
Pastor, Mobile, Alabama

longer be tradition, custom, or standard,
for time-honored traditions are tottering,
age-old barriers are broken down, century-
old customs are crumbling, and standards
we once thought were sure are shattered
and swept away in the swiftly swirling
stream of current concept.

The Cry for Freedom
There is a global cry for freedom. It

comes not only from the American Ne-.

gro and the underprivileged of the earth,
but this cry for. freedom comes from be-
hind any and all barriers. It comes from the
homes, the schools, and the churches. This
global cry for freedom says, “Break down
the barriers, tear down the walls, remove
. the restrictions and restraints. Let us go
where we wish and do what we please.”
This cry for freedom comes from the Ad-
ventist pew and pulpit too. So we wear our
rings, we paint our lips, we bob our hair,
we wear our mini skirts, we play football,
.we bowl, we go with the public school
choirs and teams on their Sabbath tours,
we pay our help in our hospitals and
schools for their Sabbath work, we buy our
dinners and pay hotel bills on the Sabbath,
and the puzzled pew looks on while the
perplexed pulpit scratches its bewildered
head. One must first answer the question,
What is right? Then discipline is the lov-
ing attempt to get the wrongs right.

But why bother? Can’t the wheat and
the tares grow together? This parable tells
us that we must not act in uncertainty
while the wheat and the tares look alike.
When the tares are ripe their seeds turn
black and are easily distinguished from the
wheat. There is then separation. But now,
today, before the harvest, God desires
purity and unity in the church. “The
health and purity of the church must be
preserved.” “Evil must then be made to ap-
pear as it is, and must be removed, that it
may not become more and more wide-
spread.”—T estimonies, vol. 7, p. 263.

Investigation, Motivation, and Integration

Counstructive discipline includes investi-
gation, motivation, and integration. Jesus
taught the same principles of discipline in
Matthew 18. “Go to thv brother alone and
talk over the fault.” This is investigation.
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We are told in The Church Manuel, page
226, that no church should vote to handle
a wrongdoer until this complete investiga-
tion has been made. “If he hear thee,” this
is motivation. Getting the erring to see his
error and to repent, and because of his love
for the church and Jesus to request disfel-
lowship and/or, rebaptism, is magnetic
motivation. It holds. It even draws closer.

The erring one restored must then be
integrated. Position of leadership may be
questionable for the restored, but he could
become a part of the choir, class, club, or
working group. Disciplining is dealing with
sin and sinners in the church with tender-
ness and love, yet with positiveness and
force.

Andrews University and
Evangelism

“Applied theology” in word and deed
occupies an impressive place in the over-
all training of ministers at the Seventh-
day Adventist Theological Seminary. One
fourth of the credit required for the Bache-
lor of Divinity degree is earned in classes
that involve the students in actual church
situations and public evangelism.

Each summer the Seminary sends out a
hundred or more students to receive train-
ing in the art of soul winning. These stu-
dents participate in evangelistic campaigns
called Field Schools of Evangelism. Some
of the most successful evangelists in the de-
nomination direct these field schools, and
thus by class lecture and public demonstra-
tion they train the younger ministers in
the glorious art of leading people to
Christ and the Advent message.

During the past eight years since the
Seminary began its current Field School of
Evangelism program, it has sent out
about five hundred students to receive this
type of front-line training, and they have
participated in more than fifty evangelistic
campaigns. Approximately three thousand
new converts have been baptized into the
church as the immediate result. Today
many of the younger ministers around the
world field who came to the Seminary for
training are continuing to enjoy the thrill-
ing experience of soul winning they first
tasted in a Seminary Field School of Evan-
gelism. J.R.S.
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UNPARDONABLE

FEW passages in the New Testament pro-
duce more anxiety than those concern-
ing the unpardonable sin. Every pastor has
been confronted with doubts from members
coming to him for comfort and counseling
on this problem. They do not come to him
because of mere theological speculations,
but theyare driven by their soul’s perplexity
and the fear of having “sinned against the
Holy Spirit.”

Though of great theological interest, a
correct understanding of these passages is
above all a pastoral concern. No matter how
much help psychological arguments and
pastoral comfort may offer, it is the Word
of God alone that gives the soul in distress
full assurance and certainty. Moreover,
human arguments tend to weaken the
earnest warning contained in the Scriptures
against the danger of committing the un-
pardonable. The pastor’s friendly word that
he who is still “troubled with a haunting
fear that he has committed the ‘unpardon-
able sin,’” thereby has conclusive evidence
that he has not committed it,” * may be an
encouragement. But only the full truth
will set the conscience free, the truth of
the Word of God. A serious exegesis, made
prayerfully, then becomes a necessity.

Not Mysterious and Indefinable

The question may be raised first, how-
ever, whether it is given to man to know
the truth concerning the unpardonable sin.
Have not many assumed that those passages
belong to the “hidden truths” of Scripture?
But the serious, pious student may draw
contfidence from Ellen G. White’s words
that “no one need look upon the sin against
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SIN

(Part 1)

GOTTFRIED OOSTERWAL
History Department, Philippine Union College

the Holy Ghost as something mysterious
and indefinable.”

Let us then turn to the Word:

The Synoptic Gospels. The texts in Mark
3:28 and 29, quoted from the New English
Bible,* say: “‘T tell you this: no sin, no
slander, is beyond forgiveness for men; but
whoever slanders the Holy Spirit can never
be forgiven; he is guilty of eternal sin.””

In Matthew 12:31 and 32 (N.E.B.) Jesus’
words are: ““ ‘And so I tell you this: no sin,
no slander, is beyond forgiveness for men,
except slander spoken against the Spirit,
and that will not be forgiven. Any man who
speaks a word against the Son of Man will
be forgiven; but if anyone speaks against
the Holy Spirit, for him there is no forgive-
ness, either in this age or in the age to
come.” ”

And Luke 12:10 (N.E.B.) reads: “ ‘Any-
one who speaks a word against the Son of
Man will receive forgiveness; but for him
who slanders the Holy Spirit there will be
no forgiveness.””

Two Different Concepts

These texts allow us to distinguish clearly
between two different concepts: In Mark,
the sin against the Holy Spirit is set over
against all other slanders and sins. All of
these may a man be forgiven, whereas he
who slanders the Holy Spirit will never re-
ceive forgiveness: he is guilty of the eternal
sin.
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The unpardonable sin is here spoken of
in the context of Jesus driving out the
devils, which the Pharisees called the work
of Satan. Most probably this is the historical
context of Jesus’ words concerning the un-
pardonable sin. It is therefore rather sig-
nificant that Luke does not mention this
context at all. Another rather important
difference between the accounts in Mark
and Luke is that in Luke the sin against
the Holy Spirit—as the unpardonable sin
—Iis not set over against all other sins,
such as in Mark, but only over against
speaking “a word against the Son of Man.”

Matthew Gives Both Concepts

These two different concepts are also
found in Matthew. But whereas Mark and
Luke each emphasize only one of them,
Matthew mentions them both in his Gospel,
combining them in verses 31 and 32 of
chapter 12.

Mark 3:28, 29; Matthew 12:31. In the
context given here the sin against the Holy
Spirit is to attribute work done in the
power of God to the devil. That is a sin
that never can be forgiven.

What does this mean? At His baptism
Christ was endowed with the Holy Spirit.
In driving out the devils, in rebuking the
fever and the wild tempests, in calling the
dead to life again, and in watching how Sa-
tan fell like lightning out of the sky, Jesus
is giving people evidences that in the power
of the Holy Spirit He is establishing the
kingdom of God and destroying the domin-
ion of the devil. In this light we understand
also Jesus’ words in Matthew 12:28 (N.E.B.):
“But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive
out the devils, then be sure the kingdom
of God has already come unto you.”

God Not a Synonym for Satan

It is this work toward establishing the
kingdom of God that the Pharisees at-
tributed to the devil, thus making God
a synonym for Satan. That is a sin for
which there is no forgiveness.

But there is more. According to Ellen G.
White: “To speak against Christ, charging
His work to satanic agencies and attributing
the manifestations of the Spirit to fanata-
cism is not of itself a damning sin.”*

Mark (3:21, 22) tells us for instance that
Jesus” own relatives and friends went out
to take charge of Him, because they thought
that He was out of His mind. However,
although Jesus charges the scribes with the
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unpardonable sin, He does not charge His
relatives and friends with it.

The difference between Jesus' relatives
and the Pharisees is that the former were
simple, unlettered people who made these
accusations out of sheer ignorance and
error. A man will always be forgiven such
a sin: “It shall be forgiven all the congrega-
tion of the children of Israel, and the
stranger that sojourneth among them, see-
ing all the people were in ignorance”
(Num. 15:26).

Intentional Sin

But the doctors of the law knew what
they were doing when they accused Him.
They lived with the Word of God daily.
These men did not act out of ignorance or
error. They attributed the work of Christ
willfully and intentionally to satanic powers.
They did so in the full knowledge that their
charge was false. “The Pharisees to whom
Jesus spoke this warning did not themselves
believe the charge they brought against
Him. . . . The evidence of His power
exasperated them. ... They did everything
in their power to misrepresent Him and to
falsify His words.” *

And those people who sin deliberately
in the full knowledge, beyad ramah, ie.
“with a high hand” (Num. 15:30) will be
cut off. They are guilty of the eternal sin,
that is a sin with eternal consequences.

Persistent Sin

This does not mean that one deliberate
curse or one single willful act against the
Holy Spirit constitutes the unpardonable
sin already. The imperfect of the verb,
namely “elegon,” suggests that these Phari-
sees did not just slander once or twice: they
continued to say that it was the work of
the devil. They persisted in their false
accusations. That 1s what ultimately makes
the sin an eternal sin.

In this context, then, the unpardonable
sin is a continued and willful attitude of
hostility against the Holy Spirit; the proud,
continued resistance against His guidance,
the “persistent refusal to respond to the
invitation to repent.”* The unpardonable
sin is never a sin committed out of weakness,
by mistake, or out of sheer ignorance.

Frame of Reference Omitted

Matthew 12:32; Luke 12:10. These texts
do not present the original historical frame
in which Jesus spoke the words concerning
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the unpardonable sin. Luke does not give
us any frame of reference at all. He s1mply
sets speaking “against the Son of Man”
over against the blasphemy of the Holy
Spirit. For the first sin a man will be for-
given; the latter is the unpardonable sin.

There is a consensus among theologians
that Luke purposely omitted the historical
frame of reference. Luke is writing here
from a totally different point of view than
Mark. The latter is referring to the Holy
Spirit as that power with which Jesus was
endowed at His baptism and during His
earthly ministry, to defeat the kingdom of
Satan and to make the kingdom of God a
living reality. But from the whole context
in chapter 12 it is clear that Luke refers
to the Holy Spirit sent by God at Pentecost.
The promise of the Lord had been fulfilled.
The early Christian church lived by the
power of the Holy Spirit, who manifested
Himself in the believer with great ‘“signs
and wonders.” Luke is writing out of this
certainty of fulfillment. He is interpreting
Jesus’ original words from the viewpoint
of the church of Pentecost, where the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit was an experienced
reality.

Refers to Jesus as Man

For this reason Luke and Matthew (12:
32) place the sin against the Holy Spirit
over against a speaking against Jesus, whom
they call “ho huios tou anthrépon.” In these
passages this name refers to Jesus in His
earthly, human existence, not to the exalted
Son of man, sitting at the right hand of
the Father. While on earth Jesus was,
“according to the flesh,” the son of David
(Rom. 1:3). That was before the manifesta-
tion of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost by
which- He was declared to be the Son of
God (Rom. 1:3, 4).

In His earthly existence Jesus’ glory and
divinity were still hidden. His Messiahship
had to be kept a secret. Sin against Him as
the Son of man could easily be committed

SUICIDE AMONG ADOLESCENTS

unconsciously and out of ignorance. But
the event of Pentecost clearly demonstrated
Jesus as the Anointed One, and declared
Him to be the Son of God with power.
The time of ignorance is now over (Acts
3:17). Luke, and, after him, Matthew write
in the fullest certainty that the Holy Spirit
has already been given to the church,
where He is actively working now with signs
and wonders. In this light a speaking
against the Holy Spirit is a willful defiance
of the power of God. Before Pentecost it
was possible that people could defy Jesus
because of ignorance: He hid His glory
and kept His Messiahship a secret. But at
Pentecost, and after, when God’s Spirit
continuously became manifest in miracles,
in signs and wonders, people were no longer
ignorant of the power of God. Whoever per-
sisted then in his refusal to respond did so
willfully and intentionally. It is a sin
committed beyad ramah. Such a sin is un-
pardonable (Num. 15:30).

As in Mark 3:28 and 29 (N.E.B.), this
sin is never just the uttering of a curse
or a single act. It is the persistent and con-
tinued attitude of resistance and hostility.
This at least is how the writer of the book
of Hebrews expressed it: hamartanonton
(Heb. 10:26). He is using the same verb
form as Mark (elegon), indicating the at-
titude of persmtmg and continuing. The
text reads: “For if we persist in sin after re-
ceiving the knowledge of the truth, no sacri-
fice for sins remains.” And how could there
be? Such a sin is unpardonable, since the
man persists in it.

(T'o be continued)

1 The SDA Bible Commentary, on Matt. 12:31.
2 Review and Herald, June 29, 1897.
3 The SDA Bible Commentary, Ellen G. White Comments,
on Mark 3:28, 29; Luke 12:10, p. 1092.
4 Ellen G. Whlte The Desire of Ages, p.
5 Ellen G. White, in Review and Hemld June 29, 1897.

* The texts in this article credited to N.E.B. are from
The New English Bible, New Testament. @ The Delegates
of the Oxford Umvers1ty Press and the Syndics of the Cam-
bridge University Press 1961.

Suicide by adolescents is becoming an increasing problem in the United States,
Sweden, Japan, and other countries, Medical Tribune reports from an International
Congress of Child Psychiatry. In the United States, suicide has become the fourth leading
cause of death among adolescents and young adults, said Dr. Kurt Glaser of the Uni-
versity of Maryland. The rate rose from 2.3 to 4.0 per 100,000 in the past ten years.
Increased emotional stress because of greater adult pressure at home and school seemed

to be one cause, he said.
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MAN IS plunging deeper into abysmal
depths beyond. his control—depths of
moral chaos, depths of political dilemma,
depths of an atheistic Christianity, depths
of uncontrolled science.

Thomas Carlyle, the English essayist and
historian attended a house party on a New
Year’s Eve. Late in the evening he became
bored with the trite, idle chatter, and
quietly slipped out into the dark night. He
made his way down to the seashore. A storm
was raging. The sea crashed at his feet. The
heavens thundered overhead. The black-
ness of night seemed to blend into the
blackness of the surging sea. As the old
year merged into the new, the soul of the
philosopher was caught up in the bigness
of it all. He cried out: “I stand at the center
of immensities, at the conflux of eternities.”

That is where humanity stands today.

We stand in the center of immensities—
immensities in the scientific, moral, and
spiritual worlds. Many of the twentieth-
.century immensities stagger our imagina-
tion. They beggar description.

The Immensity of Scientific Discoveries

Scientists have probed the secrets of na-
ture for centuries without getting very far.
Then suddenly something happened, and
is happening. Today we live in a world of
scientific wonders with today’s achieve-
ments only a fumbling prelude to tomor-
TowW.

The Immensity of World Population

The world population increase is fright-
ening. Population explosion baffles our
finest minds. There are too many people
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in a world with too little food. This is no
longer an abstract problem of the future.
It is here. It is growing urgent. Statisti-
cians tell us that by the end of this century,
in ADp. 2000 the world’s population will
have exceeded six and a half billion peo-
ple. From that point on statistics go ber-
serk. Scientists are now talking in terms of
an “ecumenopolis,” or a worldwide metrop-
olis. People themselves have become a
weapon that could ultimately destroy them.

The Immensity of Meral Decadence

Society today in the Western world is
facing a moral crisis. Every facet of our
lives is invaded by moral disintegration.
Moral decay, moral pollution, is teeming
all around us.

One historian recently said: “The moral
deterioration in the West will destroy us
by the year A.p. 2000, even if the Commu-
nists don’t.”

We are in the midst of a moral crisis in
the United States because many Americans
who want to try to live decent moral lives
no longer can be certain of what is right
and what is wrong.

The Immensity of Spiritual Emptiness

Never has the Christian religion been so
thoroughly respectable—yet never so to-
tally disconnected with life. We are hear-
ing more about a religionless Christianity
from pulpits. Church leaders are increas-
ingly proclaiming a humanistic gospel.
There is a movement among Protestant
theologians to recast the Christian message
in order to make it more acceptable to
modern man.
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Traditional beliefs are being discarded.
God is gradually being humanized, man is
being deified.

The Immensity of a NOW Generation

Time magazine, in its New Year’s issue
of January 6, 1967, broke tradition by nam-
ing as its “Man of the Year” the now gener-
ation of youth. The younger generation
looms larger now than all the promises of
science and technology. At this present mo-
ment there are nearly 90 million youth
who are twenty-five years of age or under.
Time magazine sums up by declaring:
“Never have the young been so assertive
or so articulate, so well educated or so
worldly.”

Surely the world faces depths of immen-
sities in all areas of modern life beyond
anything previous generations have ever
encountered. It is in the setting of these
immensities that I call your attention to a
unique but striking phrase from the Bible.
It is tucked away in the forty-second psalm
and in the first four words of verse 7:
“Deep calleth unto deep.”

There is something commanding in
these remarkable four words. Here is pro-
fundity. This is not the murmur of a bab-
bling brook or the ripple of a mountain
stream. It is the surge of mighty waves—the
sea lashed to fury by the merciless winds.
There is bigness. The cascades and dashing
torrents echo and re-echo over the hills
and down the ravines. “Deep calleth unto
deep at the noise of thy waterspouts.” It is
the voice of many waters. It is the awesome
struggle of man and his environments. It
is the cry of humanity that has come unto
waters far beyond its depth. Mankind may
well say: “All thy waves and thy billows
are gone over me” (Ps. 42:7).

Science should be a blessing to human-
ity, but the very depth of scientific achieve-
ments create a problem. Science dedicated
to solving our problems has itself become
a problem. Science has produced DDT to
kill bugs; 2-4-D to kill weeds, formula 1080
to kill rats, and E=MC’ to wipe out civi-
lization. Guy D. Newman, president of
Howard Payne College, stated it thus:
“Man’s knowledge has surpassed his wis-
dom. He is afraid of what he knows.”

This is an age of spiritual emptiness.
This is a time when the Christian church is
dethroning her God. It is not that there are
fewer churches or less attendance at Chris-
tian churches. Actually, church attendance
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is at an all-time high. But it is also true that
the sale of pornographic literature is at an
all-time high. Our modern society has be-
come so obsessed with sex that it seeps
from the pores of all our national life.

Unless there is a decided change, historic
Christianity as we have known 1t will be-
come extinct. And this is precisely what
will happen, for the pen of inspiration
with prophetic insight declared:

“Christ looked down the ages. . . . He
saw how real Christianity would become
almost extinct, so that at His second advent
He would find a state of society similar to
that which existed before the flood. . . .
Even the churches would be demoralized,
and the Bible would be neglected and des-
ecrated.”—ELLEN G. WHITE, in Signs of the
Times, April 21, 1890.

Real Faith or More Religiosity?

But out of the depths of a demoralized
and decadent Christianity would emerge a
new humanity. At a time when the world
has reached its deepest depths of apostasy,
a true spirit of Protestantism will be mani-
fested which will awaken the world. An
energized Christian minority will differen-
tiate clearly between real faith and mere
religiosity. Let me read this to you, also
from the servant of the Lord:

“While the Protestant world is, by her
attitude, making concessions to Rome, we
should arouse to comprehend the situation,
and view the contest before us in its true
bearings. . . . Let the watchmen now lift
up their voice like a trumpet, and give the
message which is present truth for this
time. Let them know where we are in pro-
phetic history, that the spirit of true Prot-
estantism may awaken all the world.”"—
Review and Herald, Jan. 1, 1889.

This is a most revealing and remarkable
statement. A spirit of true Protestantism is
to be found among those proclaiming
“present truth for this time.” The message
these true Protestants preach will “awaken
all the world.”

This places the creating of a new human-
ity squarely at our door. God has raised up
the Advent Movement to do this very thing.
The time will soon come when we alone
will represent true Christianity in the
world. All Christian church organizations
will unite together and make concessions
to Rome. They will join hands in forming
an ecumenical super-Christian church that

(Continued on page 42)
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Preacher’s Progress

THE record of performance of those
claiming to serve God reveals one major
consistency. That is the never-ending strug-
gle between the demands of desire and the
commands of duty within the human soul.
In spite of this fact, one hears within and
without the church proclamations to the
effect that once a full surrender to Christ
is made, our conflicts either cease or are
made minimal. Other religionists, believ-
ing this concept to be too idealistic and
impractical, add to the confusion by parrot-
ing the popular psychological concepts of
reducing conflict by downgrading standards.
In other words, lower the level of inward
disturbance by lowering the law.

This writer believes the former concept
is illusionary and fantastically impractical,
whereas the latter merely makes the road
to hell a bit broader and smoother to walk
on. My conviction, based on both inspired
records and personal experience, is that
conflicts within the soul of those seeking to
serve God never cease. Further, these con-
flicts are actually a healthy sign if experi-
enced by those who are scoring gains in the
Christian life, for they are fair proof that
they are traveling the right road.

Desires That Die of Old Age ’

Many an individual who all through life
has surrendered to a certain wrong desire
until old age has undermined its power,
takes great pride in his pseudovictory.
These usually see youth through condemn-
ing eyes. But you can’t claim a victory un-
less there is involved a struggle with a live
enemy. What fool would march off the
battlefield shouting “I've won,” when his
opponent had died of old age before the
battle started!

Desires are not wrong unless perverted.
Holy desires have their unholy counter-
parts. Success in the Christian way depends
on taking each desire and straining it
through the law of God under the eye
of the Spirit of God. Those desires that by-
pass the strainer clog up man’s spiritual
machinery. The end result is death! The
center of conflict and turbulence in the

-soul is at this point of straining. Will I or
will T not choose to submit my desires to
God’s scrutiny and filtering process? Will I
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Give Me Liberty
Rather Than Death!

e

RON RUNYON

let a few of them sneak around, under, or
over the law strainer?

Halos and Wings

So often we pin halos and wings on vic-
torious Bible characters. We ignore their
inward conflicts and struggles and see them
only in a victorious role at some Sinai,
Carmel, Pentecost, or Mars’ Hill. The vio-
lent death struggle behind the scenes is dis-
regarded.

One day I found a statement that caused
me to leap out of my chair with surprise
and thankfulness. Here it is: “Paul’s sanc-
tification was a constant conflict with self.
Said he, ‘I die daily.” His will and his de-
sires every day conflicted with duty and the
will of God.”—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 299.
(Italics supplied.) My special gratefulness
for this quotation was not because of glee
over Paul’s intense life struggle, but for the
courage it brought me to know that this
invincible, inflexible, determined, one-
thing-I-do apostle had an everyday battle
with self.

Paul’s soul dissension is evident in his
declaration, “Like an athlete I punish
my body, treating it roughly, training it to
do what it should, not what it wants to”
(1 Cor. 9:27, Living Letters). The greatest
psychologist of modern times, to my way of
thinking, was. Ellen G. White. Her com-
ment on Paul’s statement is significant:
“The words, ‘I keep under my body,” liter-
ally mean to beat back by severe discipline
the desires, impulses, and passions.”—The
Acts of the Apostles, p. 314. In verse 25
Paul refers to “every man that striveth.”
The Greek word translated “striveth” is

15




agonizomai, from which we get our English
word “agonize.” There is a contest involv-
ing conflict, contention, fighting, and
agony. Jesus used the same term in Luke
13:24 when He urged those who sought to
follow Him, “Strive to enter in at the strait
gate.” What stronger language could be
used?

Smeoth, Syrupy Sermons

Our smooth, syrupy sermons today con-
tain very little or nothing of this concept
of “agonizing.” We have come to the place
where a sincere follower of Jesus wonders
whether something is wrong with himself
because he does have a struggle with self!
The counsel “Follow your inclinations,”
“Don’t deny yourself,” “Do what ‘comes
naturally” centers on the theme of permis-
siveness—and is so much easier to teach
and believe.

I've heard some of our teachers and min-
isters claim that repressed desires produce
anxiety, which is detrimental. If so, Paul
must truly have been mentally unbalanced,
and Festus wasn’t too far off when he
“shouted at the top of his voice, ‘Paul, you
are raving’ " (Acts 26:24, N.E.B.).*

Mowrer Versus Freud

The former president of the American
Psychological Association, O. Hobart Mow-
rer, takes an opposite view from that of
the Freudians, who claim that difficulties
arise from repressed desires. Mowrer says
this is not so. He proposes that anxiety
comes ‘“not from acts which the individual
would commit but dares not, but from
acts which he has committed but wishes he
had not.” It is, in other words, a “guilt
theory” of anxiety rather than an “impulse
theory.” One thing is certain, a man cannot
suffer from a guilty conscience if he re-
presses evil desires! My personal experience
testifies that Mowrer advocates a truth,
not a theory! How many times I have
struggled with my miserable perverted ap-
petite. For example, take the problem of
overeating, which is a sin in my catalog of
right and wrong. (“It is sin to be intem-
perate in the quantity of food eaten, even
if the quality is unobjectionable”—Coun-
sels on Diet and Food, p. 102.) Feelings of
remorse invariably plague me if I overeat.
On the other hand, a sense of well-being
and peace are my precious benefactors
when appetite is kept under control. There
has never been a single deviation from this
pattern in any area of my life related
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o victory and defeat over temptations.

True, the mental conflicts have been
most severe at the time of temptation, but
the frustrations experienced during this
battle period are mild compared with the
severity of guilt and anxiety felt if the bat-
tle is lost! There is not a single instance of
past victory with its blessed fruit which I
would ever consider exchanging for defeat
and its hateful reward. Give me liberty
with its conflicts resulting from repression,
rather than death, which is born of a smit-
ten, violated conscience!

I long for that glorious wedding day
when my desires and duties will be peace-
fully united forever.

* The New English Bible, New Testament. ©® The Dele-
gates of the Oxford University Press and the Syndics of the
Cambridge University Press 1961

God Hears and Answers Prayer

We've all learned many lessons
Since the dawn of radio,
The advent of television,
And the space things that we know.
We now can send a picture,
And through Telstar they can see
That picture showing plainly
On their screens beyond the sea.

They now are sending rockets
To as far off as the moon,
And plan to send them farther,
When perfected very soon.
To them they send a message,
Then the capsule sends one back,
From afar off in the heavens,
On its distant onward track.

These wonderful inventions
Bring to mind another thing—

God says that we can talk from earth
To heaven, and God our King.

The distance between us and God
No longer seems so far,

But adds assurance that God hears
From heaven’s farthest star.

It always was that way, of course,
But skeptics had their day,
Before the age of blast-off,
When space capsules went their way.
As words and pictures fly through space,
And man controls the air,
It should cause all men to believe
God hears and answers prayer.
—R. E. Cash

THE MINISTRY



The Meaning of

WHEN through our dulled senses there
comes even a faint glimpse of God,
and His power, His majesty, His glory. . . .
When we think upon men who have been
in the very presence of the King of kings,
and Lord of lords, such as Moses, Isaiah,
Paul, and see them prostrated in awe,
transformed forever after counting this ex-
perience the highest in their lives. . . .
When we watch the reverence and worship
of angelic beings, veiling their faces and
other heavenly beings whose constant joy
it is to cry out, Holy, Holy, Holy. ... When

- we see all these things, then we will see the

importance of worship and the worship
service and the need for our giving it due
consideration.

Let’s be homiletical, and consider the
worship service from three points: The
meaning of worship, the importance of
worship, and the atmosphere of worship.

The Meaning of Worship
Webster tells us that worship has the

_ meaning of reverence, honor, respect, hom-

age, devotion, adoration, veneration. Wor-
ship has to do with acts of homage, adora-
tion, religious service. This definition is
undoubtedly correct, but it’s a little cold.

In his book The Public Worship of
God, Henry Sloane Coffin defines worship
from several interesting points of view. He
thinks of worship as “ap-
preciation.” He goes
back to an old meaning
of the word, “worth-
ship,” the recognition of
the merit of another,
“the awed and glad
spontaneous response of
the spirit of man, con-
fronted by the God of
Christian revelation, the
God of creation and re-
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demption.” Cofhin says the “primary ele-
ment in worship is this adoring recognition
of the most dear Father, the august God
of all worlds,” and also that it is “appre-
ciation of one loftier and better than we
are.” “We worship as we talk to a friend,
or woo a wife, by a compelling appreciation
which finds its sole reward in its object.”
Second, Coffin says that worship is offer-
ing, and he writes that “appreciation nat-
urally shows itself in offering.” ‘“Worship
is the offering of ourselves to God.” “We
present Him our thoughts, our penitence,
our thanksgiving, our aspirations.” We
could also add that we present Him our
talents, our time, our means. Finally, Cof-
fin suggests that worship is communion,
and he believes that this is the “supreme
aspect of worship.” He points out, “There
is a difference in talking about a friend
than to him, so with God.” There is a dif-
ference in saying “He” and “Thou.”

The Bible itself helps to round out our
concept of worship. Psalm 95:2 speaks of
thanksgiving. Verse 6 speaks of the physi-
cal posture in our worship, that of kneel-
ing. Psalm 96:8 mentions an offering, as a
part of our worship. Revelation 19:5, 6
speaks of praise. Revelation 15:2, 3 speaks
of music. Revelation 4:8-10 mentions ado-
ration.

The servant of the Lord expands our
concept of worship still further, as we
read in volume 5 of the Testimonies, page
493, “All the service should be conducted
with solemnity and awe, as if in the visible
presence of the Master of assemblies.” Sis-
ter White speaks of “willing obedience to
all His requirements. This is true worship”
(¢bid., vol. 9, p. 156). This is certainly
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the proof of genuine worship. Any wor-
ship which does not lead in this direction
is pure sham, hollow and absolutely mean-
ingless.

So worship, then, is the act of approach-
ing God. It is the method of approaching
God. It is an intensely personal encounter
with God. And if worship is all of this,
and if the Sabbath worship service is one
of the primary media for a collective en-
counter with God, what kind of an awe-
some responsibility do we have? This
makes it impossible for us to escape our
second point.

The Imporiance of the Worship Service

Through the special council given to
this people we see the importance of the
worship service. “Unless correct ideas of
true worship and true reverence are im-
pressed upon the people, there will be a
growing tendency to place the sacred and
eternal on a level with common things,
and those professing the truth will be an
offense to God and a disgrace to religion.”
—TIbid., vol. 5, p. 500. Sister White says
that “an enemy has been at work to de-
stroy our faith in the sacredness of Chris-
tian worship” (ibid., p. 496). And on the
same page she writes, “The moral taste of
the worshipers in God’s holy sanctuary
must be elevated, refined, sanctified.” We
could quote many similar statements that
powerfully underscore the importance of
the worship service.

There seems to be a dangerous tend-
ency, especially in city situations or in
centers of our work, for an increasing num-
ber of our members to become one-hour-a-
week Adventists. They attend only the
worship service. There is mno Sabbath
school, no prayer meeting, not even social
occasions, but only a one-hour-a-week con-
tact with the church. If this trend is true,
this increases the importance of the wor-
ship service, and it also increases my Tre-
sponsibility to prepare spiritual food that
will be varied, palatable, and nourishing.
I am aware that the pulpit work of the
pastor represents only a part of his respon-
sibilities. I am also aware of the servant of
the Lord’s cautions about spending too
much time in the study, but I am also in-
creasingly aware of our sacred responsibil-
ity as pastors to give the Lord and the peo-
ple our honest time in preparing the wor-
ship entree for the Sabbath feast.

Many people who come to our services
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will worship or will not worship because
of our planning and preparation or our
lack of 1t. Many people will be led into
the very presence of God or not be led
there because we lead them or don’t lead
them. This is why the worship service is
important.

There was a picture in one of the class-
rooms of the old Seminary building in
Washington, D.C., that made a deep im-
pression on me. It was a picture of a
church, beautiful, ornate, with a magnifi-
cent altar, and there were some people
worshiping there. Christ was in the pic-
ture, but He was not at the altar. He was
with one lone worshiper at the back of the
church, in the shadows. It has made me
ask myself many times, Where is Christ in
the worship service I conduct? Is He there
at ail? Is the service acceptable to Him? Is
it pleasing to Him? If we don’t have the
presence of God in our worship service,
we don’t have anything. This is why the
worship service is important.

I have spoken of the meaning of wor-
ship. I have tried to underscore the im-
portance of the worship service, but the
most important aspect is the how of the
worship service, putting the principles we
have learned into practice. I have chosen
to think of this as the atmosphere of wor-
ship.

The Atmosphere of Worship

You say, What do you mean by atmos-
phere? Impressive ceremony, gorgeous dis-
play, magnificent churches, solemn and
fascinating rites, imposing processions,
paintings, sculpture, incenser Not exactly,
yet some of these elements might find their
place in the worship service. Actually, “at-
mosphere” is something that people sense,
something they feel. “I like to go to an
Adventist church, there’s just something
about it, there’s something there.” If this
is ever said, it’s because Someone is there,
Here again counsel comes to us: “Our
meetings should be made intensely inter-
esting. They should be pervaded with the
very atmosphere of heaven.”—Ibid., p.
609. What a spiritual challenge this is.

Nightmare Variety

Only very occasionally do I have dreams
that border on the nightmare variety, but
almost invariably they center on the wor-
ship service falling apart before my help-
less eyes—such as going out not fully
dressed, people walking all over or leaving
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while I'm trying to speak, looking franti-
cally for my sermon notes and being un-
able to find them. Perhaps you have ex-
perienced a similar nightmare, and the
tremendous sense of relief when you wake
up. I have been in worship services when
the atmosphere has been something less
than the atmosphere of heaven. I was in
one service where the minister thought his
sermon notes were in his Bible, but when
he stepped up to the pulpit they weren’t
there. He looked for them in his Bible a
moment, finally stepped off the rostrum,
down to where he had been sitting during
Sabbath school, looking for them there,
but they weren’'t there. Finally, another
minister and I, who were on the rostrum,
joined in the search for the missing ser-
mon notes. You can imagine what this did
to the atmosphere of worship.

Don’t Forget the Pickles

I well remember one service where there
was such animosity between the organist
and the choir director that the choir direc-
tor was urging the congregation on to an
ever-increasing tempo. The organist finally
just stopped. Something  electric went
through the entire congregation, for many
were aware of the personality clash. The
atmosphere of worship was completely de-
stroyed. At times there are unrefined acts
or very casual acts that destroy the atmos-
phere of worship. I think also of the serv-
ice that is fractured with disorganization.
I think of the service where there is cou-
versation between pulpit and pew. “Sister
Jones, will the Dorcas building be open
on Tuesday?” I think of the service where
oftentimes  inappropriate secular an-
nouncements are made, concerning a pic-
nic perhaps, and someone finally adds,
“And don’t forget the pickles for the wham
sandwiches!” What happens to the wor-
ship atmosphere in these situations?
Brethren, we have some excluding to do,
and some including to do, in order that our
worship services be pervaded with “the
very atmosphere of heaven.”

What is 1t that makes up the atmosphere
of the worship service? First of all, there is
the minister himself, his dress, his de-
meanor, his decorum, et cetera. There are
the elders, their knowledge, training, abil-
ity, et cetera. Then, there is the actual or-
der of worship, its planning, organization,
and preparation. Music plays a large part
in the atmosphere of worship. Whether
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hymns, anthem, or offertory, the music
should be well chosen, appropriate, fitting
the spiritual needs of the congregation.

There is also the matter of the place of
worship. Just now in the Stone Tower
church we are spending thousands of dol-
lars to make our church more worshipful
and reverent. But no matter what church
you are in, large or small, there are always
things that can be done to increase the
atmosphere of worship, even with the ex-
penditure of a small amount of money. It
is possible to worship God in the old Elks
hall, where paneling, plaster, fixtures,
drapes, and flags reek of cigarette smoke,
coffee, and ham dinners. But what a bless-
ing it is to worship God in an appropriate
setting, where the atmosphere bespeaks,
“God is here.” In the church where John
Wesley preached his first sermon are to be
found these words engraved on the floor:
“Enter this door as 1if the floor within
were gold, and every wall of jewels of
wealth untold, as if a choir in robes of
fire were singing here, nor shout, nor rush,
but hush, for God is here.”

Have They Really Worshiped?

It's all right if people come to our
churches and say, “Well, I went to church
today, at an Adventist church,” or “I
heard a sermon today by an Adventist pas-
tor, pretty good.” But if only we could
have people say, “You know, I worshiped
God today in the Adventist church. It
seemed as though God were really there.
1 felt His presence.”

How shall we summarize our thinking,
concerning the worship service? Reverent,
but not cold. Dignified, but not too formal.
Beautiful, but not pompous. Warm, but
not common or casual. Solemn, but not
joyless. Smooth running, that is to say,
“decently and in order,” but not mechani-
cal and stilted. Elevating, but so that the
common people could worship gladly.
Maybe there isn’t a worship service like
this anywhere on the earth, but with
God’s help we can work at it. In just a
little while from now, through our ceaseless
approaching to God our whole being
will be enraptured in transports of praise
and adoration as we worship God face to
face. . ’

e

Custom may lead man into many errors, but it
justifies none~Fielding.
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ERE are a few questions to our good

friends the sanitarium and hospital ad-
ministrators. Suppose you have a sanitar-
ium and hospital of about three hundred
beds and some nine hundred employees.
And suppose your institution gives medical
care annually to about ten thousand inpa-
tients and some fifty thousand outpatients.
Suppose, further, that your institution runs
on an average of 90 per cent of complete
occupancy most of the time. This means
that many areas in your Institution are
crowded with patients placed at times on
beds in the hallways. What would you ad-
vise your board to do? Would you recom-
mend an expansion? Would you suggest
that they build an addition for about 7, 10,
or 15 million dollars? There is no doubt
that if you expand your hospital you could
fill it with patients. But would that be the
decision to make?

In the first place, it must be stated that
inasmuch as your institution is a denomi-
national institution, any decision carried
out by your board must have its effect on
the entire denomination either favorably
or adversely. That is, it will either help or
hinder the over-all purpose of our exist-
ence as a denomination and our united
endeavor to prepare a people to meet the
Lord and to hasten His return. Second,
with reference to a decision of this nature,
that is, whether or not to enlarge a hospital
of that description, we are privileged to
base this decision on the inspired counsel
given to us on this subject.

Volume Not Criteria of Success

The fact that patients keep coming to
our institutions is not an indication that
we are fulfilling God’s purpose for their
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Should We Enlarge Our
Sanitariums and Hospitals?

existence; neither would that be a justifica-
tion for enlarging certain medical institu-
tions. Ellen G. White wrote in 1903:

“The fact that many patients are coming
to the new sanitarium at is not to
be read as a sign that the planning for so
large work there was for the best. To this
large institution will come many men and
women who are not really sick. Workers
will be required to wait on them; our
nurses will become the servants of worldly
men and women who are not inclined to
piety or religion. But this is not the work
that God has given to His medical mis-
sionaries.”"—Medical Ministry, p. 159.

Indeed, the Lord’s counsel is so clear that
none need err. His counsel is: “Break up
the large centers.”—Ibid., p. 158. Does not
that counsel mean that at one time we
built “large centers,” relying on our hu-
man wisdom, and thinking that in doing
50 we were carrying out God’s plans? Yes,
this is exactly what happened. “Human
wisdom tends to consolidation, to centrali-
zation, to the building up of great churches
and institutions.”—The Ministry of Heal-
ing, p. 147. God’s counsel is just the oppo-
site of that. His instruction is:

“Never, never build mammoth institu-
tions. Let these institutions be small, and
let there be more of them, that the work of
winning souls to Christ may be accom-
plished.”—Medical Ministry, p. 323 (Ital-
ics supplied.)

Large Buildings Not God’s Plan

Indeed, these two ‘“nevers” should never
be misunderstood. The Lord’s counsel is
clear with reference to the size of our insti-
tutions. Mammoth buildings are not in
His program. He does not want to have His
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people erect such buildings. Not only did
the Lord specify what He does not want
us to erect but He stipulated what He
wants done. “Let these institutions be
small and let there be more of them, that
the work of winning souls to Christ may be
accomplished.” He also gives the reason for
having such institutions. He says, “that the
work of winning souls to Christ may be
accomplished.” “The proclamation of the
truth in all parts of the world calls for
small sanitariums in many places, not in
the heart of cities, but in places where city
influences will be as little felt as possible.”
—Ibid., p. 159.

One of our leaders, not so long ago,
stated his opinion wisely when he said: “I
think we should be slow about making great
enlargements of present major institutions.
The counsel is still good that we should
have many small institutions. I am not for-
getful of the fact that today an institution
must be of a certain minimum size to oper-
ate economically. But some of our hospitals

reached that size quite a while ago.”—

F. D. NicroL, Review and Herald, Jan.
30, 1964, p. 2.

Why Small Institutions?

The Lord knew very well that His peo-
ple would be tempted to erect large medi-
cal institutions. For this reason He did not
point out that danger to His messenger
once but “repeatedly.” “I have been re-
peatedly shown,” she wrote, “that it is not
wise to erect mammoth institutions. It is
not by the largeness of an institution that
the greatest work for souls is to be accom-
plished. A mammoth sanitarium requires
many workers. And where so many are
brought together, it is exceedingly difficult
to maintain a high standard of spirituality.
In a large institution it often happens that
responsible places are filled by workers who
are not spiritually minded, who do not
exercise wisdom in dealing with those who,
if wisely treated, would be awakened, con-
victed, and converted.”—T estimonies, vol.
7, pp. 102, 103. (Italics supplied.)

Large Institutions Endanger Spirituality

Indeed, none need err by disputing these
reasons. Large institutions endanger the
maintenance of a high standard of spirit-
uality and are liable to engage “workers
who are not spiritually minded.” Not only
do these workers carry minor duties, but it
could “often” happen that they fill “re-
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sponsible places.” Such an institution “con-
tradicts the very object of its existence”
(Medical Ministry, p. 28).

Here, then, lurk a few of the many dan-
gers that accrue from having large institu-
tions. And can we minimize these dangers?
Those who are not “spiritually minded”
but fill responsible places are not able to
discern the spiritual counsel given to us.
If for this reason alone we decide against
enlarging certain institutions, we would
make a wise decision that may prevent a
flood of evil that could endanger our work.

It was in 1903 that “the word of the
Lord,” advised “break up the large cen-
ters.” Prior to that, repeated counsel was
given against mammoth sanitariums. At
that time the biggest sanitarium the de-
nomination had was that of Battle Creek.
That sanitarium started small in 1866, with
only half a dozen workers, and undertook
a tremendous expansion program. But it
is vital to note that after all its expansion
of buildings and facilities, by the end of the
century it had nine hundred workers (see
SDA Encyclopedia, article, “Battle Creek
Sanitarigm,” p- 111), a number that today
certain of our sanitariums, still thinking of
expansion, have already reached.

It should be pointed out here that even
if we would take the untenable position
that it was all right seventy years ago to
employ nine hundred workers at Battle
Creek, we must admit that this would be
ill advised today. After all, we are seventy
years closer “the darkest period of this
earth’s history” (Christ’s Object Lessons,
p. 414). If employing many workers made
it “exceedingly difficult” to maintain a high
standard of spirituality then, it would cer-
tainly be more difficult today when sin is
much more abounding. Today it would
be both safer and wiser to employ a smaller,
and certainly not a larger, number of work-
ers in one institution. That would be in
harmony with the counsel given to us and
would be the correct application of the
principle that inspiration has set down for
us that “regarding the testimonies, nothing
is ignored; nothing is cast aside; but time
and place must be considered” (Selected
Messages, p. 57). Needless to say here that
this counsel, which is often misapplied,
could never be interpreted as granting any
person or group of persons a license to
change (not merely to adapt) the divine
admonitions of a changeless God.

(To be continued)
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So!
You’re in the

MINISTRY!

LYNDON K. MCDOWELL

Department of Theology
Helderberg College, South Africa

IN THESE days of bewildering, political,
social, ideological, and economic con-
flicts, I am constantly called upon to look
at my ministry. For twenty-two years I have
labored in this cause, but now as never be-
fore I seek an answer to some enormously
deep and penetrating questions. What is
the ministry? Is it something different now
from what it was in apostolic times? How
can I make my ministry more powerful and
“effective?

As a boy in my middle teens I felt an
unusual throbbing in my heart to do some-
thing for God. That something sought for
expression. I discovered quickly a growing
urge to preach. As time went on it was al-
most impossible to contain myself. There
was no stopping the urge. I began to under-
stand the tremendous emotion that must
have engulfed Paul’s soul when he cried
out, ‘“Necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is
unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” (I Cor.
9:16).

Tl)le kind pastor of the church of which
1 was a member recognized the stirring
within my heart. He gave me many op-
portunities for which I will ever be grate-
ful. A short time later I left home for one of
our colleges and enrolled in the ministerial
course. I found that the burden within my
heart was shared by others. They, too, felt
impelled to preach. Was not this evidence
of God’s call?
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Recapturing the Most Natural Function

Various and sundry duties involve a min-
ister’s time and attention. The danger is
that we may allow ourselves to become so
immersed or submerged with a round of
material and ministerial duties that we
have very little time for the most basic as-
pect of the ministry, preaching. I believe
we need to recapture the true place of
preaching in the whole framework of the
gospel. Is preaching not the most natural
function of the muinistry? Did not Christ
begin His ministry preaching? Later He in-
structed His disciples to do likewise. He
said, “As ye go, preach, saying, The king-
dom of heaven 1s at hand” (Matt. 10:7).
“What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye
in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that
preach ye upon the housetops” (verse 27).
Following His ascension, it is quite clear
that the concept of the ministry in the early
church was largely ome of preaching.
“They . . . went every where preaching the
word” (Acts 8:4). Why did they do this? It
was by the foolishness of preaching that
God would save.

Fellow workers, where do we stand on
the preaching question today? Is it clearly
in our mind that preaching is the divinely
appointed means or method for the procla-
mation of the everlasting gospel? It is in
verity and in truth the work of the minis-
try. God calls today for a great revival of
preaching among us. We dare not be
tempted to think, in the terms of today, of
so-called preaching specialists. Preaching
must be every man’s specialty. True gospel
preaching is Heaven’s dynamic for our de-
luded world. If there is hope for man it de-
pends upon preaching; for by the act of
preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ man
can find an open route to deliverance, vic-
tory and peace.

What vindication is there in and for the
ministry if it is not characterized by a con-
tinuous program of preaching? In spite of
all we have to do, preaching must not be
relegated to a-secondary role. Rather, it
must have emphasis; the punch line of
Churist’s comr}aission begins with “Preach.”

Not Just a Way of Life

Now this brings us to another question.
What shall we preach? When Jesus sent His
disciples out with the commission to
preach they didn’t ask what. He told them
what. “Go ye into all the world, and preach
the’ gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:
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15). They had a special message to bear,
not one of their own choosing, but of the
Lord’s. It was the gospel. And how they
did preach it! Paul referred to it as the
“gospel of Christ” (Rom. 1:16). He said he
was called and “separated unto the gospel
of God” (verse 1).

< What is the gospel? It is not just a way
of life. It is a way of saving life. Man is to
preach God’s way of saving life. That is the
only way. It is provided through Christ.
That is why Paul called it the gospel of
Christ. Christianity is not just a religion
about Christ. It is the setting forth of a
claim by Christ that He alone can find lost
men and “save them to the uttermost”
(Heb. 7:25). It is possible to say a great
deal about Christianity and never refer to
its saving gospel. We are to emphasize,
stress, enlarge upon, and clarify exactly
how Christianity works as a saving religion.
“Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12).

Why is this true? We must show that the
salvation of man does not depend upon a
philosophy, a creed, a system, a psychology,
certain norms or patterns for human be-
havior, not even a sense of high ideals or
standards, but rather upon a Person, a
Man, whose name is Jesus. The Man, Jesus,
by certain events in His life, actually and
legitimately rescued man from the valley
of death, and lifted him into “heavenly
places” (Eph. 1:20). We are to preach
those events, showing clearly just how they
relate to salvation, for it is the place of
these events in the life of Christ that con-
firms the validity of His saving gospel.

What are these events? His pre-existence
with the Father, His attitude toward sin,
His participation in the council of peace,
His virgin birth, His claim as the Son of
God, His sinless life, His vicarious death,
His glorious resurrection, His climactic as-
cension, His mediatorial ministry, His

soon coming, His eternal reign as King "

of a never-ending kingdom.

All these events are to be preached in
the setting of the sin problem, divine grace,
faith, the law, election, the new birth, the
atonement, reconciliation, the new crea-
tion, justification, sanctification, oneness
with Christ, and glorification. Paul said,
“We preach Christ crucified” (1 Cor.
1:23). But thank God, he didn’t stop there.

(Continued on page 37)

23




Question: A vice-president of the General
Conference has enough responsibility to
occupy him 365 days of every year. Why
did you turn aside from your admin-
istrative duties to run these meetings?

Answer: It is extremely important that
a leader understand thoroughly what he
is admonishing others to do. He should be
the first to field-test plans and to have a
working knowledge of the practical prob-
lems involved in the work of the church and
not depend merely on directives of a purely
theoretical nature. I have always produced
the strongest kind of response in my own
life. In keeping with this principle, there-
fore, I wanted to identify with the real
work of the church—direct soul winning
and active evangelism.

Question: Why did you pick Oshawa as
the site of your campaign?

Answer: There were a number of invita-
tions that came to me but only one from
Canada. Phillip Moores, president of the
Ontario-Quebec Conference, invited me to
hold a series in the beautiful College Park
church on King Street in Oshawa. This
appealed to me, and in addition, I was
anxious to let our people in Canada know
that they are an important part of the
North American Division.

Question: Were you a little anxious, ac-
tually I mean frightened, at the prospect
of “mounting an offensive” after so many
years in another aspect of evangelistic
work?

Answer: Not so much in March of 1967,
when the campaign was first being planned
and was still eight months away. The
closer, however, I came to the date the more
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apprehensive I became. Oshawa was the
site of the union conference headquarters,
the Ontario-Quebec Conference headquas-
ters, Kingsway College, Kingsway Publish-
ing House, and the Maracle Press, et cetera.
I felt ill prepared as I approached the meet-
ing and was indeed anxious. I wondered
why I had ever agreed to accept this assign-
ment. I knew, however, that there was
only one thing to do—move into the cam-
paign in faith and with the determina-
tion to do our best and plead for the Holy
Spirit to bring conviction and conversion.
Question: Would you do it again?
Answer: It seems to me this is a leading
question and is virtually laying the ground-
work to get me out in the field again. Be
that as it may, let me assure you it was a




most rewarding experience and a marvelous
refresher course, and I would certainly do
1t again.

‘Question: What were the immediate
results and what are the prospecis?

Answer: Many decisions were made with
about forty classified as “A” interests.
There were ten baptisms before I left and
many to follow. A very cheering aspect was
our contact with a number of backsliders
and some of these were reclaimed, a result
that brought rejoicing to the church.

Question: What was your average nightly
attendance?

Answer: The average nightly attendance
was between 350 and 400, with about 700
on weekend nights.

Question: What, if any, prepreparation
went into the effort plan?

Answer: Much careful planning was
done by ]J. C. Reynolds, pastor of the
College Park church, and his very able
lay leaders. I was much impressed with the
excellent organization and the willingness
of our laymen to assume responsibility.
Many skills were needed, and each person
carried out his assignments efficiently. The
talented and dedicated ladies of the church
did much to assist, and especially worthy
of mention were the splendid meetings con-
ducted each evening for primary- and jun-
ior-age children.

Question: Were you tempted to extend
your campaign, say, another couple of
weeks?

Answer: As I came to the close of fifteen
meetings, I felt that I should really stay
another ten days or two weeks. Some good
interests were developing and decisions
were being made that needed careful nur-
turing. It does seem to me that ordinarily
two weeks is just a little short in order to
cultivate the interests and reap the largest
possible harvest.

Question: Were you the recipient of any
statements of surprise that you were de-
ing this? What was your reply?

Answer: Yes, indeed. Many questioned
the advisability of my holding these meet-
ings. Questions were asked such as, Didn’t
I have more than I could do already?
Didn’t I have to carry work home with me
every night? Weren’t there enough others
who could do this type of work? And,
suppose things didn’t turn out favorably,
et cetera. My reply was that this is the kind
of work to which I had committed my life,
and furthermore, there is no more im-
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portant work than pleading with men and
women and youth to give their hearts to
Christ. I felt assured that the Holy Spirit
would take care of the results if we would
faithfully plant the seed and do our part.
In other words, having put my hand to the
plow, there was no turning back.
Question: What impact do you think was
made on the pastors and congregation,
being thus exposed to a General Confer-
ence administrator conducting an effore?
Answer: 1 really cannot speak for others,
but I would like to believe that some were
benefited and encouraged. I could give a
little testimony, however, of what it meant
to me personally. It was a real blessing to
associate with fellow ministers, gospel work-
ers, and believers. As we spent time each
day in prayer and counsel, I thanked God
for each one of them. With much satisfac-
tion I witnessed laymen, pastors, the con-
ference president, the union president, the
college president, departmental leaders,
and others with heavy leadership responsi-
bilities unite in the visitation program
from home to home. This kind of coopera-
tion is the basis of success and wonderful
fellowship.
Question: What are your conclusions?
Answer: A few impressions and conclu-
sions: I was impressed with the far-reaching
influence of medical evangelists, literature
evangelists, the consistent radiant lives of
our church members, and the compelling
impact of personal invitations. I was aston-
ished to find how many who, on the surface
are apparently disinterested, actually long
to know of the forgiving, cleansing, keep-
ing strength of Christ’s love and the bless-
ing of fellowship. To look into the faces
of several hundred people night after
night and realize that behind each face is
a life in which a battle between good and
evil is being fought, is indeed a solemnizing
experience. Then to visit in the homes and
see the struggle of the great controversy
being waged in every heart makes one very
conscious of how desperately we need a re-
vival, a willingness to make things right
with God and the desire to remove every
hindrance, thus clearing the way for the
latter rain. There is nothing quite like
the thrill and joy of seeing men and women
and young people make decisions to accept
Jesus Christ, follow Him in baptism, and
determine to prepare for the crisis ahead
and be ready for His glorious second com-
ing.
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The Man Who Wears 3 Hats!

CHARLES M. WILSON

Layman, Seventh-day Adventist Church
Laure!, Maryland

IM, six foot three, is a big man in more

ways than one and has worn many hats in
his lifetime of some thirty-five years. There
was the blue-tassled hat of the graduating
class of 1950 at Shenandoah Valley Acad-
emy;* the white-tassled ‘hat of the Union
College class of °55, as well as the gold-tas-
sled hat of the Looma Linda Medical School
class of ’65, among others. But today he
finds he is wearing three hats—for he is
doctor, minister, and builder, all at one
time.

James E. Anderson, M.D., is presently
taking a residency in Obstetrics and Gyne-
cology at the George Washington Univer-
sity, and in spite of grueling work and long
hours required in surgery and visits to pa-
tients, he still finds time to be a good hus-
band and father as well as minister to a
church congregation that has been swell-
ing under his leadership.

Dr. Jim was a pastor for six years before
he decided he could minister to his flock
better in the dual capacity of doctor-pas-
tor. So he enrolled in medical school.
When the need was shown to him and he
felt he could be of service to a small congre-
gation that was about to start a church-
building project, he filled that need by be-
coming pastor in the Laurel, Maryland,
Seventh-day Adventist church.

His sermons are designed to impart a de-
sire for the “better life,” for he has a defi-
nite idea, one that he has proved to his
satisfaction, that Seventh-day Adventist
Christians should find in their religion a
“happy way of life.” He is willing to share
his ideas and philosophy with others wher-
ever he meets them, whether on a pastoral
call, at a hospital bed, or working on the
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new Laurel Seventh-day Adventist church
that is designed to serve the needs of four
hundred persons.

As a builder, Dr. Anderson is tops. Be-
sides keeping an eye on church finances,
he keeps a keen eye on the work done by
the church members and contractors to en-
sure that it is done properly, and even keeps
ahead of them by seeing that the right ma-
terials are ordered and available at the
right time. In spite of his heavy work
schedule, he still finds time to drive nails,
saw boards, and when the need arises, as it
has in the past, even dig ditches, with time
out occasionally to talk to a church mem-

(Continued on page 42)

Dr. James Anderson, the man with thrze hats!
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' TRYING to talk a man into becoming a
preacher is like trying to talk him into
Com el Them marrying a certain girl—it shouldn’t be
done. Or so I used to think. If a young
man comes seeking counsel in his prepara-
tion, that is one thing. But to urge him to
t change from engineering to the ministerial
0 course, I felt, was tampering with his di-
vine destiny.
But that was before I came across a state-
Come I“ ment that changed my thinking. In speak-
ing of the need of workers in the field
: Ellen G. White said: “There are many who
would work if urged into service. . . . The
church should feel her great responsibility
. when money and influence should be
freely employed in bringing competent
persons into the missionary field.”—Testi-
DON G. JACOBSEN monies, vol. 5, p. 390. (Italics supplied.)
Ministerial Association Secretary There are a hundred districts open 1n
Southeast Asia Union the North American Division alone at this
- moment. The manpower shortage could
well be one of the most serious crises this
denomination has ever faced. There are
entire unions overseas that do not have one
ministerial student in training! According
to a recent study by Rudolph Klimes, presi-
dent of Korea Union College, in the
next ten years our manpower needs
will outstrip our manpower produc-
tion by thirty-five thousand. Perhaps
there ought to be an increased bold-
ness in the recruiting of young men
to fill the gaps in the ministry. Our
counsel is that a concerted program
of this kind ought to be carried on
in every church (:bid., p. 391).
Would not some of the following
suggestions prove workable? '

A Spirit-filled Ministry

1. Confront our young men with
a sterling example of what the min-
istry is all about. For too long some
of us have wept and moaned about
the hard work, the goals, the long
hours, the pressures, of the ministry.
That this atmosphere is contagious
is evident by the number of our most
\ W i 3 promising young men who see only
3 =N %‘ A in the sciences the fields where they
¥ ﬂ,—l - <3 8 can make significant contributions.
. LE If every man in our ranks were
consumed by a deeply spiritual,
Spirit-filled ministry, the challenge
to any observant young man in his
district would be enhanced. But
when we permit ourselves to be run
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about the conference on every conceivable
pretext it is not long before alert young peo-
ple interpret this as a spinning of the
ecclesiastical wheels. And they are not
interested..

How many young men have been in-
spired to lives of service by the example
and inspiration of their godly pastor eter-
nity alone will tell. What a challenge to
those of us who have been “in the way” a
long time.

Spirit-filled Preaching

2. This leads to a second suggestion, and
that concerns our preaching. It is interest-
ing to notice in the history of the Christian
pulpit that when there has been strong
Spirit-filled preaching the church has not
suffered from lack of preachers.

Perhaps it would be worth while for each
of us to go back over our subjects for the
past twelve months of sermons. Have we
been preaching from the Book, rightly di-
viding the Word of truth? Any hobbyhorses
in your homiletical stable? Do programs
and campaigns get out of hand so that the
sheep are fleeced instead of being fed? Any
specializing in the “string of pearls” ser-
mon—stringing together some fine quota-
tions with semirelevant remarks?

There are few influences as forceful in
shaping a determination to be a minister
of the Word as sitting under the preaching
of a man whose voice and authority utters
a consistent: “Thus saith the Lord.”

Exalt the Ministry

3. Though many others could be added,
a third suggestion will perhaps suffice. That
is, a planned strategy of urging, directing,
“bringing influence to bear” wupon the
hearts and lives of our young men from
grade school up.

Let parents be encouraged to hold the
ministry in respect before their children as
the most sacred honor that can come to a
young man. God had only one Son and He
made Him a minister.

Encourage our grade-school teachers to
hold up before all the students the fact
that the ministry is the highest of callings.

In every academy and college let a pro-
gram be instituted, directed perhaps by the
local Ministerial Association secretary, con-
ference president, college president, and
college Bible department. This program
ought to serve the purpose of passing on to
these young men the knowledge that their
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church is intensely and personally inter-
ested in them because it so desperately
needs their help. That here they will find
all the challenge they can handle—spirit-
ual, social, administrative, intellectual.

From the evangelistic field schools with
which we have had the privilege of being
associated, I have seen how these young
men respond to such a challenge. Many
of them come feeling that they are destined
for a stereotyped, mediocre ministry. But
when they have the privilege of winning
their first soul to Christ, of working with a
pastor whose church is a powerhouse of
Christian witness, of seeing lives trans-
formed by the Spirit of God, something
happens to these fledgling preachers. I be-
lieve this kind of exposure on a wider basis
can do the same thing for an even greater
number. And this kind of environment will
compel them to come into the ranks of the
ministry. :

Where else can we turn?

HOW HE MET THE PEOPLE

If you would approach the people acceptably,
humble your hearts before God, and learn His
ways. We shall gain much instruction for our work
from a study of Christ’s methods of labor and
His manner of meeting the people. In the gospel
story we have the record of how He worked for
all classes, and of how as He labored in cities and
towns, thousands were drawn to His side to hear
His teaching. The words of the Master were clear
and distinct, and were spoken in sympathy and
tenderness. They carried with them the assurance
that here was truth. It was the simplicity and
earnestness with which Christ labored and spoke
that drew so many to Him.

The great Teacher laid plans for His work.
Study these plans. We find Him traveling from
place to place, followed by crowds of eager listen-
ers. When He could, He would lead them away
from the crowded cities, to the quiet of the coun-
try. Here He would pray with them, and talk to
them of etermal truths.—Review and Herald, Janu-
ary 18, 1912,

Christ “went about all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the king-
dom and healing all manner of sickness.” He
preached in the synagogues because thus He could
reach the many who gathered there. Then He went
out and taught by the seaside and in the great
thoroughfares of travel. The precious truths that
He had to proclaim were not to be confined to
synagogues. . . .

He went from place to place, that those in the
highways and byways might catch the words of the
gospel of truth.—Evangelism, p. 54.
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GENESIS
and

SCIENCE

Radiocarbon Dating
(Concluded)

ROBERT H. BROWN
Walla Walla College, Washington

Note: This is the concluding article of this series by
Robert H. Brown which is reproduced from the forthcoming
book Creation—Accident or Design? previously titled Gen-
esis and Science.

I N CONNECTION with speculation con-
cerning an increase in the carbon-14/
carbon-12 ratio since the Genesis flood the
relationship plotted in Figure 2 is of inter-
est. The points of this plot are radiocarbon
ages of one-centimeter-thick slices of peat
from a vertical section in the central part
of Draved Mose bog in South Jutland, Den-
mark. The first point on the plot is for
peat that lay at a mean height of 4.5 centi-
meters above the underlying sand and has
a radiocarbon age of 6,500 4 or — 140
(Tauber, 1966).

All points plotted in Figure 2 would
cluster around the straight portion of the
solid line and the dashed extension of this
portion if radiocarbon age had always been
directly proportional to historical age and
if the build-up rate of the bog, averaged
over periods in the order of 100 years’
duration, had been constant throughout the
history of the profile. Since radiocarbon
age has been demonstrated to correlate
closely with historical age over the past
8,500 years, the data at hand indicate
that during this period until at least 700
years ago the center of the bog Draved
Mose has been building up uniformly at an
average rate of 0.600 millimeter per year.
Considering the various factors involved in
peat-bog development, it is surprising to
find evidence for a uniform build-up over
so large a portion of post-Genesis-flood his-
tory.

Tyhe average build-up rate at the center
of Draved Mose bog appears to have been
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only 0.125 millimeter per 6000 B.r. radio-
carbon year during the initial accumula-
tion under Pollen-zone VII conditions, ap-
proximately one fifth the average build-up
rate since 3500 B.p. In seeking to interpret
the data presented in Figure 2 an individ-
ual who is not following the Bible guide-
lines can postulate equivalence between
radiocarbon age and historical age over the
range of available data and infer initial
relatively slow growth of the peat over a
2,000-year period.

One can also postulate initial bog growth-
rate equal to or greater than that which has
been characteristic over the last 3,500 years
and infer that the carbon-14/carbon-12
ratio in the atmosphere increased by pos-
sibly as much as 50 per cent during the

-time the first 75 centimeters of the central

bog section was built up.

A deeper portion of this bog in another
site contains Pollen-zone V material, which
increased 40 centimeters in thickness (as
presently measured) during a 565-radio-
carbon-year interval beginning 8,730 - or
— 160 radiocarbon years B.p. (Tauber, 1966,
pp- 215, 216). The average build-up rate
for this older material is approximately
0.7 millimeter per 8500 ®».r. radiocarbon
year. _

Because of large variations to be expected
in the conditions affecting the development
of a peat bog, one should anticipate a wide

wvariety of radiocarbon age versus bog thick-

ness profiles. Analysis of the limited data
presently available confirms this anticipa-
tion. A few profiles have been found which
indicate relatively rapid growth per radio-
carbon year prior to 3000-4000 B.r. (in-
verse to the pattern represented in Figure
2). The most probable type appears to be
either one which is approximately a straight
line or one which indicates relatively less
rapid build-up per radiocarbon year during
earlier growth as illustrated by Draved
Mose. The Draved Mose data is compatible
with a model for ancient climatic and at-
mospheric changes which involves initial
relatively rapid bog build-up during a
period which combines favorable moist cli-
matic conditions with an increasing relative
amount of atmospheric carbon-14. A more
rapid initial growth rate than that experi-
enced by Draved Mose could produce a
straight-line or inverted profile of radio-
carbon age versus bog thickness during a
period of increasing relative amount of at-
mospheric carbon-14. Detailed studies of a
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large number of peat bogs with this model
in mind would be desirable.

While there is at present no scientific
data to prove that any of the changes listed
below have taken place, it is worth noting
that each one is within the range of possi-
bility and would increase the relative
amount of radioactive carbon in the at-
mosphere over its pre-Flood level: reduction
of earth’s magnetic field from a pre-Flood
intensity that kept most of the primary cos-
mic ray particles from interacting with the
atmosphere; loss of an outer region of water
vapor which absorbed primary cosmic rays
and cosmic-ray-produced neutrons before
they had opportunity to react with nitrogen
in the atmosphere; removal by rains during
and after the Flood of a large portion of the
carbon dioxide characteristicof the pre-Flood
atmosphere and conversion of this carbon
dioxide to precipitated carbonates and car-
bonates carried in solution by the post-
Flood oceans. (It has been reliably esti-
mated that the carbon in the earth that is
not presently contained in minerals or fos-
sils is distributed 86.2 per cent in solution in
the oceans in a chemical form not directly
associated with organic material, 8.7 per
cent in organic material contained in the
oceans, 3.5 per cent associated with organic
life on land, and 1.6 per cent in the atmos-
phere— (Dyck, 1966.) Given the necessary

changes in the carbon reservoir and/or the
production rate of carbon-14, the historical
requirements of the book of Genesis allow
ample time for a transition from pre-Flood
conditions to the contemporary carbon-14
specific activity level by the time of Moses,
since the average residence time of carbon-
14 in the atmosphere is approximately ten
years and the mixing time of the carbon
dioxide exchange reservoir is about twenty-
five years (Libby, 1966-1; Schell, et al.,
1966).

The development of radioactive dating
with carbon-14 has brought both support
and problems to believers in a short dura-
tion of life-on the earth. It is well to keep
in mind the principle so well stated in the
last three paragraphs of Patriarchs and
Prophets, pages 115 and 116:

“Science . . . brings nothing from her re-
search that conflicts with divine revelation.
. . . The book of nature and the written
word shed light on each other. . . . Those
who take the written word as their coun-
selor will find in science an aid to under-
stand God.” Continuing investigation of
radioactive dating may be expected to bring
greater harmony between the information
God has given to us through the Written
Word and the natural world.

(See May issue for supplementary notes on these articles.)

Figure 2. Radiocarbon ages for peat samples from bog Draved Mose plotted against bog thickness. Roman
numerals indicate pollen zones. (Profile 1959, Radjocarbon, 1966, pp. 217-220.)
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FEEDBACK

Fyrrevejen 77
Naerum, Denmark
November 20, 1967
DEAR EbDITOR:

In TuE MiNSTRY, October, 1967, page 7, the
very last paragraph, a small piece of poetry is
quoted,

“Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me,
All His wonderful passion and purity.
O Thou Spirit divine,

All my nature refine

Till the beauty of Jesus be seen in me.”

In the original poem by Albert Oxsborn the
words italicized above are different and give a far
better picture of the beauty of Jesus. The original
poem as quoted in the book Choruses, Children’s
Special Service Mission, 5, Wigmore Street, London,
W. 1, England, is as follows,

“Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me,
All His wondrous compassion and purity
Oh, Thou Spirit Divine,

All my nature refine,
Till the beauty of Jesus be seen in me.”

I thought it might be of interest to the readers
of THE MINISTRY to know where to find the original
words and music.

CAMILLA LARSEN
(pastor’s wife)

Eprror’s NoTe:

The usual rendering in current songbooks in
America is as given in THE MINISTRY article referred
to.

DEeAR EDITOR:

I feel the new format, with provision of sections
for general and varied expression with suggestions
and ideas, is an excellent plan. Looking forward
to much benefit from this periodical, and where
possible being able to share the good things with
others—D. I. JENKINS.

DEeAr EbITOR:

I would like to express appreciation for the
article “Biblical Myths for Racial Segregation” in
the August, 1967, issue of THE MINISTRY.

I have met several ministers and many laymen
both in the North and in the South who subscribe
to most of the myths Dr. Hirsch spoke about. It
is a pity to have so much racial hatred among
the faithful believers in our church.

Let’s have more of these articles to help break
down this racial prejudice.

Mgr. and Mgs. R. FOWLER
Almond, Wisconsin SDA Chuxch
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DeAr EDITOR:

The first article under “Feedback” in the Janu-
ary issue of THE MINISTRY mentions occasional
poor spelling among our workers. Could all read-
ers of this magazine be encouraged through its
columns to see to it that our denominational
name is always spelled correctly—small “d” after
the hyphen when lower case type is used, thus
“Seventh-day Adventist.” Of course, when the let-
tering is in caps, then it is simple, except that
we should always make sure that the hyphen is

_ there too.

Would it not be helpful in creating the right
image of our church before the public if our name
always appeared correct whether on letterheads,
bulletins, church signs, welfare trucks, school
buses, et cetera?

Sincerely yours,
EpwARD NIEMANN

Dear EDITOR:

The January MINISTRY soared to the heights of
spiritual appeal and challenge. Those of us out on
the fringe areas have been able to share in the
spirit of fellowship and rededication sounded by
our world leaders. What a thrill to be a minister
in these closing scenes of earth’s climactic hour.
In all sincerity and complete dedication the work-
ers of the Port of Spain Community Hospital join
with our brethren around the world in determin-
ing by God’s help to carry out the threefold steps
in the Autumn Council commitment for 1968.

This note will reach your office late, but not
too late to let you brethren at the General Con-
ference know we appreciate your dedicated leader-
ship. We look to you for helpful and practical
suggestions in carrying on a more efficient and
effective soul-winning ministry. . . . Thanks again
for the inspiration gained through Tur MINISTRY.

Sincerely your brother in Christ,
Ivan T. CroOwDER, Chaplain

DEeAR EbpITOR:

When I read the “Call to Commitment” as re-
corded in the November 9 Review it struck a re-
sponding cord in my heart. I clipped it out, and
on Sabbath I asked those in the church who
wanted to make this their commitment, to join
me. We are trying to let God’s Spirit lead us in
evangelizing Salem. Seventy per cent stood and
responded with fervent Amens as the commit-
ment was repeated. This was a specific call, not
a general one.

Please mark Salem church as dedicated to the
finishing of the work in our own hearts and the
hearts of all to whom God will lead us.

Your brother in the faith,
RonNaLp B. Robcers, Pastor

o

If you are not big enough to stand criticism, you
are too small to be praised.
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ATTENTION—

[Eprror’s Norte: Lowell Bock, president of the Southern
New England Conference, when recently going through his
files came across the following letter written to him by his
first conference president, C.  W. Degering, of the Alberta
Conference, at the time of his graduation from college. The
counsel given was excellent and is still applicable to young men
starting out in the ministry.]

Mzr. Lowell Bock
Walla Walla College
College Place, Washington

Dear BroTHER Bock:

So this is your graduation! Thirty years
ago this commencement time I stood at the
same fork of the road as you now stand
and, because of this, I can appreciate to
some extent something of your hopes and
expectations. . . ."You share in only one
college commencement. I sincerely trust it
may be a very happy one and that the road
in which you set your course at this time
may be a very happy and successful one.

The road traversed since my commence-
ment hasn’t all been as I had it blue-
printed. Sometimes life just doesn’t work
out that way, especially so in the work of
the Advent Movement. There are times
when personal preferences and ambitions
must needs give way to the call of duty.
But, so long as it is the latter, regardless of
personal preferences, the path is a safe one.

Looking back over my classroom train-
ing, along with others, I can see much that
might be criticized as impractical and im-
possible of integration with service in the
work of God. At the very best, there is a
gulf between the classrooms of our schools
and the practical problems of the field. I
suppose there always will be until such
time as our educational system adopts my
pet theory that every imstructor in our
schools should spend a sabbatical year or
something to that effect in actual field
work—the type of work for which they are
preparing students.

But whether or not this is ever done,
you, with me, I am sure, will never regret
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Youn g Mznzsters!

the days spent at good old WWC. While
some of your classroom work may have
lacked the elements of practical experi-
ence, it has at least taught you to think,
plan, organize, recognize the rights of
others, and to attack the unknown with
zeal and determination—and these are
some qualities needed in the field of practi-
cal endeavor.

As you leave your alma mater in a few
days for work as a ministerial intern, you
will be laying aside your classroom text of a
formal education for the larger and more
essential books of experience, human na-
ture, the problems of life, and your own
experience with God and your fellow men.
How you attack these problems, how you
read the pages of experience and opportu-
nity day by day, is going to determine the
degree of success you will achieve. Your
success will be determined, not so much
on what you have learned in the past, but
much more on how you have learned to
approach the responsibilities and problems
of the present as they come to you.

You will need the spirit of the pioneer—
a willingness to endure inconvenience,
hardship, and disappointment at times.
There are no soft places in the work of
God—not to those who bear their share of
the burdens and keep step with the mes-
sage. Youth’s greatest contribution to the
work of God 1s the daring and initiative,
the fearlessness and aggressiveness, of

oung manhood and womanhood. Person-
ally I would rather have a young man make
ten mistakes while pushing out in the work
assigned him than one static mistake—that
of doing nothing through fear or overcau-
tion.

You will need a spirit of cooperation.
Wherever and in whatever capacity you
may work, you will have to do so above,

(Continued on page 39)
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IS
- PRAYER

RAYER is absolutely essential to spirit-

ual life. One might be saved and not
read the Bible. He might be blind or un-
able to read. One might be saved without
going to church, though a Christian is in-
conceivable in the New Testament with-
out commitment to the church. But the
Christian might be where there is no
church or he might be an invalid who
could not attend public services. But if we
are saved, we must pray.

An Early Apostasy

Prayer is the cry of the soul to God. It is
opening one’s heart to God as one opens
his heart to a friend, involving intimacy,
trust, understanding. In Holy Scripture
prayer is adoration, confession, praise,
thanksgiving, consecration, communion,
petition. The chief word in the New Testa-
ment and the one used by Paul to recom-
mend prayer “without ceasing’” means “to
approach and attach ome’s self t0,” “to
move toward,” “to turn one’s thoughts and
attention to,” “‘to worship,” “to pay court
to,” “to offer vows.” This word could
be used, accompanied by other words, to
mean adoration, confession, praise, thanks-
giving, consecration, communion, and pe-
tition. The church could have concen-
trated on any one of these forms of prayer,
but in what could be a throwback to the
heathen idea of prayer, the church concen-
trated on the idea of petition. The Latin
Church used precari (meaning “to im-
plore,” “beseech,” “beg”). Possibly this was
one of the early apostasies, making prayer
in the official concept much less than it
really is. Actually, prayer envelops all our
relationships to God.

Roadblocks to Prayer

Now, evil makes prayer impossible. The
Master mentioned two evils that block com-
munion with God:
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ESSENTTAL?

W. R. BEACH

Secretary, General Conference

1. Impurity. “Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8).

2. Vindictiveness. An unbrotherly spirit
that will not forgive or seek to be forgiven.
Jesus made very clear the right procedure.
* ‘If, when you are bringing your gift to the
altar, you suddenly remember that your
brother has a grievance against you, leave
your gift where it is before the altar. First
go and make your peace with your brother,
and only then come back and offer your
gift’” (Matt. 5:23, 24, N.E.B.).*

Wrong or Right

No one can be wrong with man and
right with God. Nor can prayer be made
a substitute for work. Some try to make
prayer a substitute for intelligence and ef-
fort. There are three chief ways in which
men cooperate with God: thinking, work-
ing, and praying. None of the three can
ever take the place of another. Each has its
peculiar realm.

No Substitute for Work

Consider what this world would become
if everything could be accomplished by
prayer. What if men could sail their ships
as well by prayer alone as by knowledge of
the science of navigation, could swing
their bridges as firmly by petition as by
studying engineering laws, could light their
houses, send their messages, and work out
their philosophies by mere entreaty? If a
boy asks his father to work out his arith-
metic lesson because he wishes to be idle,
the wise father who loves his boy will not
comply. The boy’s request (prayer) must
not be made a substitute for intellectual
discipline. God surely requires us as indi-
viduals and as a race to endure the disci-
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plines of painful enterprise and struggle
rather than to find easy relief in asking.

Fear Taboo

Nor are we to pray because of fear and
a desire for God’s protection. He will pro-
tect us as a result of sincere and proper
prayer; our motivation, however, must not
be fear. It must be love and obedience.
Some, you see, would hang a prayer, so to
speak, around their neck as a charm against
possible disaster; but in such petitions one
may not in any way hallow the name of
God, and such prayer may be a travesty.

“We must not conceive of prayer,”
wrote the saintly Trench, “as an attempt
to overcome God’s reluctance, but as laying
hold of His highest willingness.”

Prayer is not designed to change God, but
to change us. The chief aim of the prayer
is for the supplicant to come so completely
into harmony with God that God’s will be-
comes his. Then the supplicant becomes a
partner with God and is ready to cooper-
ate with Him in whatever God wants. He
identifies his will and purpose with God’s
will and purpose. Then God, if need be,

can lift his mind from what he prayed for,
to something better. The supplicant will
realize that God is working on His plan
and that all things will work together for
good.

And certainly, our prayers should be in-
volved more with spiritual blessings than
material blessings. Origen recalled this
word from apostolic days: “Ask the great
things and the little things will be added
unto you; ask the heavenly things and the
earthly things will be added unto you.”

The example of Jesus teaches that we are
to pray alone and we are to pray together.
Jesus dismissed the crowd and went up
into the hills to pray alone. He also taught
His disciples to pray, “Our Father which
art in heaven.” And He promised, “If two
of you agree on earth about anything they
ask, it will be done for them by my Father
in heaven” (Matt. 18:19, RS.V.). ’

Let us then pray earnestly, spontaneously,
with confidence, trust, and faith.

* From The New Testament in Modern English, ® J. B.
Phillips 1958. Used by permission of The Macmillan Com-
pany.

Soul Winning in Sabbath School

G. R. NASH

Secretary, General Conference
Sabbath School Department

WE HAVE come to the closing days of
the work of God, to the time when God
would perfect everything that the church
should be doing to bring in the final tri-
umph. All branches of God’s work are now
to be coordinated into one great stream
flowing in the one direction of gathering
out and preparing a people to enter the
kingdom of heaven.

In the expansion of God’s work the Sab-
bath school has been and is one of the great-
est evangelistic agencies we have. Every-
where the Sabbath school is established the
church follows and the work of God is
built up.

We have never fully fathomed the possi-
bilities of soul winning through the Sab-
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bath school. This great Bible school of the
church has an appeal to the non-Adventist
mind and has not, by us, been as fully
appreciated as it should be or used to the
fullest extent.

In some places the branch Sabbath school
idea has caught fire, and much has been
accomplished thereby, but there lies be-
fore this great organization a still greater
achievement in soul winning than we have
yet measured.

At this time, when the entire church is
urged to respond to a greater program in
the winning of souls, let every church lay
its plans to make its Sabbath school a dis-
tinct, effective, soul-winning agency, far be-
yond its present attainments.
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GOSPEL TENTS

STEEL-CLAD TABERNACLES

SMITH MANUFACTURING CO., DALTON, GA.
Over 50 Years in Business

Attract Visitors

We could make the Sabbath school a
great fishing net by planning our Sabbath
school exercises in terms of  attracting a
larger outside attendance. Every Sabbath
school member should be reminded fre-
quently of how he could be a soul winner
by bringing a new member to the Sabbath
school from those not numbered among us.

Many mneighbors and acquaintances
would respond to a friendly invitation if
we would but extend it. Seek out the chil-
dren of your neighbors and get them into
the Sabbath school, that through them the
Lord may awaken an interest in the par-
ents. “Let suitable workers be constantly
educating the children. Ask the blessing of
the Lord on the seed sown, and the convic-
tion of the Spirit of God will take hold of
even the little ones. Through the children
many parents will be reached.”—Evangel-
ism, p. 584.

Then let us work the branch Sabbath
school and Sunday school plans and estab-
lish our work in new localities where a
minister is not yet available for regular
evangelistic services. How many of our dark
counties, dark cities, and dark streets near
our churches, would be lightened under
such a workable plan, heartily entered into
by our laity!

The Sabbath School Teacher

We need to recognize the potentialities
of our Sabbath school teachers, who so ably
stand before their classes week by week,

We Have an Advocate

expounding the Holy Scriptures. Many

ministers not of our faith are not so well
informed on the Bible as our capable Sab-
bath school teachers. Why, then, do we
not awake and put on the strength God has
already given us, and use our talents to go
out and establish branch Sabbath schools
and win precious souls to the message?

Superintendents of our Sabbath schools,
why not harness up your capable teachers
in such a worthy program? What new life
would come into our Sabbath schools if
these teachers, as they came to their classes,
could bring a ringing testimony of how
God is working to win souls through their
labors!

Let us never rest until ocur Sabbath
school is a soul-winning center. Pastors, do
not overlook this great possibility in your
program of evangelism. There are poten-
tialities yet untapped. We have now come
to the day when every soul-winning agency
among us must be utilized to its full ca-
pacity of service.

Let us never forget that the Sabbath
school idea had its beginning in the hearts
of those who were reaching out for an
effective agency for the winning of precious

souls to Christ. What will your Sabbath

school do now to swell the incoming tide of
souls saved by His precious blood?

Our Sabbath schools could increase their
membership on an average of at least one
third if faithful work would be done by
officers, teachers, and members in seeking
out friends who may be interested, and the

wayward and discouraged among us. There ,

is a growing multitude of backsliders who
might be reclaimed by earnest, prayerful
effort on the part of the Sabbath school to
win them back to the fold. Let us make our
great Bible school a means of carrying the
Bible truths, which mean so much to us, to
others who are perishing for want of the
bread of life.

“But while the followers of Christ have sinned, they have not given themselves up

to be controlled by the satanic agencies. They have repented of their sins, and have .

sought the Lord in humility and contrition; and the divine Advocate pleads in their
behalf. He who has been most abused by their ingratitude, who knows their sin and
also their penitence, declares: ‘The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan. I gave My life for
these souls. They are graven upon the palms of My hands. They may have imperfec-
tions of character; they may have failed in their endeavors; but they have repented,
and I have forgiven and accepted them.’ ”—Prophets and Kings, p. 589.
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So! You're in the Ministry!
(Continued from page 23)

He also preached the resurrection. “And
declared to be the Son of God with power,
according to the spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the dead” (Rom. 1:4).
To Paul the resurrection proves that Christ
1s God. He lives! There is no mistake about
it; Christ lives! He rejoiced in the assur-
ance not only that the resurrection means
life to those who sleep, but more impor-
tant, that it means Christ is alive, and all
men can have fellowship with Him.

The Heart and Core

Aristotle, Plato, Augustine, and all the
rest are dead. Christ is alive! We preach
Christ! He lives! This is the heart and core
_ of the gospel. Man can have fellowship
with a living God. He can talk to Him,
walk with Him, feel His presence. It is lit-
tle wonder Christ’s death and resurrection
were the primary, secondary, and basic sub-
jects that were everlastingly preached by
the apostles. Let there be no question as
to what we are to preach. There is enough
to tell about Christ, His words and work as
they relate to the events in His life from
now through the unfolding ages of a never-
ending eternity. Paul wrote, “He is our
peace” (Eph. 2:14). Surely there is no
other way to ministerial peace of mind
than to preach Christ. The highest mo-
ments of glory in so far as the ministry is
concerned must be those moments in
which the minister glorifies Christ. This is
his destiny. For this purpose he was born,
must live, and if need be, die. “To bring
man face to face with Christ has seemed to
you a matter of such immense and over-
ruling urgencv that you propose to devote
your whole life to the doing of nothing
else.”—JAMES S. STEWART, Preaching, p. 10.

Revival of Preachers Preaching Christ

We have come to a time when revival
and reformation are to be the direction to-
ward which our ministry is to move. How
else can this be accomplished unless we
have a revival of preachers preaching
Christ>? Away with the nonessentials. We
must grapple with the big themes and
make them glorious. We must stay with the
everlasting gospel and preach as we have
never preached before. “Christ is there and
urgent. Whatever is happening to the story
of Christ?” Tet wus “discard obsolete
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weapons and superfluous baggage, and con-
centrate on the things that really matter for
eternal life and godliness like the reconcil-
iation of the cross.”—P. T. ForsyTHE, Posi-
tive Preaching and the Modern Mind, p.
192,

Many years ago two men walked with
Jesus toward Emmaus. At first they didn’t
know who He was. “And beginning at
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded
unto them in all the scriptures the things
concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). Later
they said, “Did not our heart burn within
us, while he talked with us by the way, and
while he opened to us the scriptures?”
(Luke 24:32). A breakthrough was made
into their cold and despairing hearts.
Christ constituted that breakthrough. Oh,
how the hearts of men are now in need of
a breakthrough. Only Christ can do it. The
human heart is cold today. It needs to have
a fire lighted within. It needs the warmth
of a continuously burning flame. Christ
alone can build that fire. We are here in
the midst of today’s modern but greatly
mysterious man. Should we not begin at
Moses and all the prophets and preach
from the Scriptures all things concerning
Christ? We are to take men along the Em-
maus road, and by preaching Christ set
fires within their hearts. God forbid that
the ministry should be looked upon dif-
ferently today than it was in the days of
Christ and the apostles. Is it not time to
put preaching back where it belongs, first,
utmost. and foremost in all of our minis-
try? Then our work will take on new di-
mensions. It will be known. be powerful,
and be effectnal in the taking down of
“strongholds” (2 Cor. 10:4). There are
hundreds of cities, towns, and villages yet
to be reached; dark counties that need to
be lighted. Let us go forth in the name of
Christ and preach everywhere. “As much
as in me is, I am ready to preach the gos-
pel” (Rom. 1:15).

There are people so addicted to exaggeration
that they can’t tell the truth without lying.
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SHOP TALK

Shop Talk is for the sharing of ideas for a
more effective ministry. Please make contribu-
tions or queries brief—but do make them.

‘When You Move

Occasionally ministers write to us and say
they are not receiving THE MINISTRY magazine

although they are entitled to their conference

complimentary subscription.

To avoid your missing a single copy, please
take note of the following:

If there is a change of address within the
conference all you have to do is to send us
your new address. However, if a minister moves
from one conference or employing organization
to another, his subscription is dropped by the
former conference and must be reinstated by
the new employing organization.

So when you make such a change it might
be well to check with your new conference
treasurer to be sure that your name has been
put on the conference list and that the new
address is sent in at once to us or to the Review
and Herald. This will assure you of receiving
the journal without interruption.

A New Church From the Ground Up

.~ Three years ago my wife and I moved to Van
Buren County, Arkansas, a dark county surrounded
by dark counties. When we arrived, the district
pastor was holding evangelistic meetings in Clinton,
the county seat. A small company was organized
but had no place of its own in which to meet.

Since this part of the State is a low-income area,
with most of the members living on small retire-
ment checks or less, we faced a problem of raising
money for a church building. But our prayers, hard
work, and the generosity of a number of friends
outside our area have brought results.

I had read an article in the Reader’s Digest, May,
1964, entitled “Building Blocks, Dirt Cheap.” From
it I found that good water- and heat-resistant build-
ing blocks could be made out of ordinary dirt with
the addition of from 5 to 10.per cent cement. The
secret of the process is a block press called the
CINVA-RAM. The mixture of damp earth and
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cement is put into this press and the handle pulled
down with about one hundred pounds pressure to
give about twenty tons of pressure on the block.
The handle is brought back to the other side and
the 4 by 6 by 12 building block is pushed up, ready
to take off the press and lay in the shade to dry.

I have recently talked with returned missionaries
who have used the CINVA-RAM block press to
great advantage in their building programs, but
others have never heard of it. Hence a few more de-
tails may be of interest to some.

People with more time and energy than money
in any land might find this method of making
building blocks of great advantage. But if a man’s
time is worth a few dollars per hour, he would do
better to earn his money and donate it for the
purchase of commercially made blocks.

As to the durability and strength of the blocks, I
will quote from the Digest article referred to:
“ ‘Made correctly, CINVA-RAM blocks are in many
respects stronger than brick,” says structural en-
gineer Donald McNeal. . . . Tests by the U.S. Na-
tional Bureau of Standards and other research

:

The writer taking a ncwly pressed block off the
press as helpers look on.

groups have demonstrated  that rammed-earth
blocks produce completely adequate bearing walls
for one- and two-story buildings, even without
framing.”

So, with this information in mind we ordered a
press from the IBEC Housing Corporation, New
York City. The cost was $175 plus about §10 freight.
(They are less than $100 at the factory in Colom-
bia, S.A.)

After sifting the dirt through 14-inch screening,
two men are supposed to be able to make from
three hundred to five hundred blocks a day. We
never did that well, as most of us had to work at it
in short stretches. The women helped to make
more than half the blocks we needed for the first
section of our church building. We have room for
a church school, a Dorcas-welfare room, a mother’s
room, rest-rooms, and hallways—all ready for the
sanctuary section to be added.

These blocks take paint very well, as they are less
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Classroom section of the church made with home-

made building blocks, Clinton, Arkansas. The build-

ing contains a schoolroom where services are now

hcld; a Dorcas Welfare room; rest-rooms; mothers’
room, and two halls.

porous than the cement blocks. However, we think
the outside of the building looks very neat with
just the natural color of the blocks.

Further information can be had from the Digest
article, or you may write to the IBEC Housing
Corporation, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N.Y.
10020, for a descriptive pamphlet. Besides the fac-
tory in Colombia there is also one in France and
one in New Zealand.

GORrRDON F. MACLAFFERTY
Retired Minister

Attention—Young Ministers!
(Continued from page 33)

with, or under some of your fellow work-
ers. So much depends upon your personal
relationship with them. A grinding of gears
is not only unpleasant to one’s ears but
indicates lack of proper adjustment some-
place and loss in efficiency. There’s a lack
of alignment. If it should be on your part,
be sure it is found in bending over back-
ward a little to keep in step with the other
fellow.

There are a lot of other things you will
need—too numerous to mention here and
to remember all at once. A student’s atti-
tude of devotion to his work, receptiveness,
respect for the convictions of others, and
good hard work will provide the solution
for most of them.

There remains just one more, altogether
too important to omit, to which I wish to
call your attention before bringing this
small-scale lecture to a close. I refer to your
personal relationship to God. Entering the
ministry, evangelistic or otherwise, is en-
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tering God’s work. He is the over-all Super-
visor, Counselor, Director. The intimacy of
your association with Him, the fullness of
your understanding of His will, and the
promptness and faithfulness with which
you respond to the directions of His Spirit
will determine in an immeasurable degree
the amount of your success.

May the Lord richly and abundantly
bless you in the setting and pursuing of
your course. And, with all of this, be as-
sured that I shall personally be happy to
contribute in any way I can to the pleasure
and success of your work and rejoice with
you in any advanced achievement.

Sincerely your brother,
C. W. DEGERING, Class of '16

The Humiliation of Christ
Philippians 2:6-11

CHRIST JESUS
12. To glory of God the
ather
11. Jesus Christ is Lord

10. Every tongue
confess

1. Equal with God
2. Emptied Himself
3. Taking form of a
servant
4. Born in the likeness

of men, He humbled 9. That every knee
_ Himself . 8. Bestowed on Him
5. Became obedient name above all

unto death 7. God has highly

exalted Him
THEREFORE

This “V” could be placed on a black-
board and used as a sermon outline. The
passage as it stands describes the humilia-
tion of Christ, and His subsequent glorifica-
tion by the Father. As the “Therefore”
indicates, the glorification was dependent
on His humiliation.

The passage as it stands does not men-
tion the salvation of men; it deals rather
with relations within the Trinity. Christ
emptied Himself (R.S.V.) so that the
Father might glorify Him, so that the
Father Himself might be glorified in Him.

Call attention to verse 4. Paul’s point
was that men should look to the interests
of others, even as Christ sought the glory
of the Father, and the Father sought the
glory of the Son. We are to have the same
mind in ourselves (verse 5). God is at work
in us, to work out the same good pleasure

6. Even death on a cross

(verse 13). Rarpa E. NEALL
President

Viet Nam Mission of Seventh-day
Adventists
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1967 Overseas Ordinations

AUSTRALASIAN DIVISION

Bismarck-Solomon Union Mission
CuURrrIE, ALEXANDER SHaND, Rabaul, T.N.G.
Hariceva, Honiara, B.S.I.P.
Posara, Batuna, B.S.I.P.
Ricurer, Raymonp Warrorp, Rabaul, T.N.G.

Coral Seaz Union Mission
Farac, SaLeem Assap, Lae, T.N.G.
Gota, Koxkua, T.N.G.
Kevra, Kava, Kikori, T.N.G.
Kiunpa, Zacouueus, Tari, T.N.G.
Prar1, Paur, Laiagam, T.N.G.
Rore, Arprarus, Lae, T.N.G.

Trans-Commonwealth Union Conference
QARTER, Joun James, Goulburn, N.S.W.
Coowmses, Graram Eric, Nunawading, Vic.
Joranson, James Marius Nunawading, Vic.
Parker, LEwrs Grorce, N’unawadmg, Vic.

Trans-Tasman Union Conference
ArreN, CyriL Granawm, Christchurch, N.Z.
Jacovac, Dracan, Blacf(town, N.S.W.
Jounsron, BENjamiN Bruce, Christchurch, N.Z.
JomnsrTon, Ian GiLcHRIST, Pfraring, N.S.W.

CENTRAL EUROPEAN DIVISION

South German Union
Horrman, ErNst, district pastor, Schulstr. 5, 8122 Penzberg.
Lerre, Auserr, district pastor, Turkenstr. 29, 8800 Ansbach.
Mever, HorsT, pastor, Sautierstr. 45, 7800 Freiburg.

West German Union

Mrrer, WILFRIED, pastor, Steinstr. 20, 4150 Krefeld.
WEser, HaraLD, pastor, Charlottenstr. 24 a, 2000 Hamburg 19.

West Bevlin
KLINGBEIL, ARMIN, pastor, Schlobstr. 6, 1 Berlin 19.

FAR EASTERN DIVISION

Central Philippine Union Mission

Bocara, Viorero F., radio-TV secretary and Bible corre-
spondence school director, Central Philippine Union Mis-
sion, P.O. Box 3, Cebu City.

DiceN, Eutiguio N., publishing secretary, Central Philippine
Union Mission, P.0. Box 3, Cebu City.

Dosrz, ELisEo, district leader, Dumaquete City.

Donato, Manurer U., secretary-treasurer, Central Philippine
Union Mission, P.O. Box 3, Cebu City.

Frasco, Epuaroo G., district leader, Burungan, Samar.

Gavares, Hecror V., chaplain, Bacolod Sanitarium and
Hospital, Bacolod Crty.

Ornoria, NeusoN, Bible teacher, East Visayan Academy,
P.O. Box 119, Cebu City.

Pancca, Francisco G., educational and MV secretary, Cen-
tral Visayan Mission, P.O. Box 119, Cebu City.

Sacuro, JeMie V., district leader, Toledo City.

Trocro, ANDRes B., Sabbath school secretary, Central Visayan
Mission, P.O. Box 119, Cebu City.

East Indonesia Union Mission

Lanciner, Freperick, MV secretary, Masehi Advent Hari
Ketudjuh, Paal Dua, Menado, Indonesia.

Liz, Sammy, departmental secretary, P.O. Box 41, Kuching,
Sarawak, Malaysia.

Pavar, Jusax, district pastor, Masehi Advent Hari Ketudjuh,
Kampung Besusu, Palu, Sulawesi Tengah, Indonesia.

Ronpvonuwu, JanTje, district pastor, Geredja Masehi Advent
Hari, Ketudjuh Kotobangon, Kotamobagu, Bol Mongondow.

North Philippine Union Mission

Brron, Ancer G., field evangelist, Northern Luzon Mission,
Artacho, S'son, Pangasinan.

Cavancan, GeroNmo G., field evangelist, Northern Luzon
Mission, Artacho, Sison, Pangasinan.

Frias, Asramam B., field evangelist, Southern Luzon Mission,
Legaspi City.

Gonzares, Rosenpo O., field evangelist, Southern Luzon
Mission. Legaspi City.

Jereos, Morses G., secretary, North Philippine Union Mis-
sion. P.O. Box 401. Manila.

Lacason, Errezer C., publishing secretary, Southern Luzon
Mission, Legaspi City.
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Nativipap, Frorenpo P., field evangelist, Northern Luzon
Mission, Artacho, Sison, Pangasinan.
aLab, Brasiuro $., field evangelist, South-Central Luzon
Mission, San Rafael, San Pablo City.

PosLETE, PaBLO G.. Bible teacher, Philippine Union College,
P.O. Box 1772, Manila.

ViiLacomez, Juanito B., Bible teacher, Naga View Acad-
emy, P.O. Box 35, Naga City.

South China Island Union Mission

Gieert, D. F., secretary-treasurer, South China Istand Union
ission.
Yen, WeN LUNg, pastor, South Taiwan Mission.

Southeast Asia Union

Tan, Danier, president, Union College, 273 Upper Serangoon
Road, Singapore.

South Philippine Union Mission

Arrancuez, Manasser C.,  MV-educational secretary,
Northeastern Mindanao Mission, Butuan City, Philippines.

ARROGANTE, SamuEL L., district leader, Northeastern Min-
danao Mission, Butuan City, Philippines. X .

Baracurr, Josue L., district leader,” Western Mindanao Mis-
sion, P.O. Box 13, Ozamis City, Philippines. .

BermuDEZ, RUDY B., district leader, Northern Mindanao Mis-
sion, Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines. .

BoreTiapo, ALETaNDRO G., secretary-treasurer, Northern Min-
danao Mission, Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines. .

CaBaLunNa, Tomas L., Jr., district leader, Davao Mission,
P.O. Box 293, Davao City, Philippines.

DemiNar, EpuviNos L., publishing secretary, Northeastern
Mindanao Mission, Butuan City, Philippines. .
Gepava, ANGeL C., district leader, Southern Mindanao Mis-

sion, Cantral Santos, Cotabato, Philippines.
GumaPac, SOFRONIO B., book and periodical agency manager,
Northeastern Mindanao Mission, Butuan City, Philippines.
Lazaro, Antiporo D., mission auditor, Southern Mindanao
Mission, Cantral Santos, Cotabato, Philippines. .
Lican, Martin L., MV-educational secretary, Northern Min-
danao Mission, Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines,
MeNDOZA, GaBriEr B., principal, Western Mindanao Jr. Acad-
emy, Dumingag, Zamgoanga del Sur, Philippines.
Morarpa, Juurto M., district leader, Northeastern Mindanao
Mission, Butuan City, Philippines. .
MoraLpe, Benyamin P.. publishing secretary, Northern Min-
danao Mission, Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines. .
Ranarto, CasiMERO P., secretary-treasurer and  auditor,
Northeastern Mindanao Mission, Butuan City, Philippines.
SECONG, VINCENTE J., MV-educational secretary, Western
Mindanao Mission, P.O. Box 13, Ozamis City, Philippines.
Taso, Levi B., district leader, Davao Mission, P.O. Box 293,
Davao City. Philippines. .
ViLLaNueva. ViceNTE L., PR and religious liberty secretary,
South Philippine Union Mission, P.O. Box 132, Davao
Cty, Philippines.

INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION
Auntillian Union

CaSTANON, SANTIAGO, district pastor, Box 20455, Rio Piedras,
Puerto R'co 00928.

Core, Samurr Euceng, college dean, Box 118, Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico 09708.

HegnanNpez, Jose, confercnce departmental secretary, P.O.
Box 1500, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.

SampLe, THEOPORE G.. unicn secretary-treasurer, 1188 Verona,
Villa Capri, R0 Piedras. Puerto Rico 00924.

Sanvcuez, Huwmserto, district pastor, Apartado 50, General
Peraza, Havana. Cuba.

Sarmiento, Osvarpo, district pastor, Apartado 50, General
Peraza, Havana, Cuba.

Secur. OwpuLio, district pastor, Apartado 50, General Peraza,
Havana. Cuba.

Tavarez, Feux. district pastor, P.O. Box 1500, Santo Do-
mingo., Domnican Republic.

Torrzs. HecTor, district pastor, Apartado 50, General Peraza,
Havana, Cuba.

WiLLiams, Erear, conference departmental secretary, P.O.
Box 1500, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.

Central American Union

Coe, Eruis, pastor-evangelist, P.O. Box 90, Belize, British
Honduras, Central America.

Ferzera, VicTor M.. mission secretary-treasurer, P.O. Box
90, Belize, British Honduras, Central America.
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Irsura, RaraeL, conference secretary-treasurer, P.O. Box
2006 Balboa, Ganal Zone.

Ixcor, ALBINO pastor-evangelist, Apartado 218, Guatemala
City, Guatemala Central America.

Orozc0, SAMUEL, pastor -evangelist, Apartado 218, Guatemala
City, Guatemala Central America.
MIREZ, RAFAEL, pastor, Primera Ave., Norte 1109, San
Salvador El Salvador.

SurpuERD, VICTOR, pastor, Apartado 1325, San Jose,
Rica, Central America.

Costa

Colombia-V enezuela Union

Arrerez, Luis, district pastor, Boringuenweg No. 9, Curagao,
Netherlands Antilles.

CastiLo, Josg, district pastor,
Venezuela.

Duran, Campo Evrias, district pastor,
Barbose, Santander, Colombia.

ESCO]iAR CELSO district pastor, Apartado 986, Caracas, Vene-
zuela.

NewsaLL, Orranpo, district pastor, Apartado 261,
quilla, Colombia.

Ropricuez, Josg, district pastor, Calle 1, No. 23, Urbaniza-
cion Amples, Coro, Falcon, Venezuela.

Apartado 986, Caracas,
Calle 3, Carrera 2,

Barran-

Mexican Union

Rascon, Pepro, mission departmental secretary, Pino Suarez
#‘811-4 Vlllahermosa Tabasco, Mexico
SaviNow, Jacos, district pastor, Calle 7() No. 512-A, Merida,
Yucatan Mexico.
VILLARREAL, JOSE, district pastor, Apartado No. 6, Motozintla,
Chiapas, "Mexico.
West Indies Union

Henry, Kenvers C., district pastor, March Town, Hanover,
Jamalca West Indies.

Howness, Creverann A., conference departmental secretary,
Box 176, Montego Bay, Jamalca West Indies.

Perry, Cecir R., district pastor, Box 176, Montego Bay,
]amalca West Indies.

Prummer. Crauvpe 8., district pastor, Lucea, Hanover, Ja-
maica, West Indies.

MIDDLE EAST DIVISION

ApoujyauUDA, SALaM, pastor, Lebanon Section.

BENZATYAN, MANUK president, Turkey Section.

Lame, Dr. HERSCHEL ‘medical secretary of Middle East
Division.

Minassian, JounNy, Bible teacher, Iran Academy.

SararriaN, HOVIK, temperance and radio-TV secretary, Iran
Section.

NORTHERN EUROPEAN DIVISION

British Union

ARTHUR, WiLLIAM JoHN, publishing secretary, Stanborough
Park, Watford Herts., England.

EDWARDS RoONALD VAu-:Rms, pastor, North England Confer-
fnc; %9 Zulla Road, Mapperley Park, Nottingham, Eng-
an

HEensmaN, Stanvey DEerex, pastor, Scottish Mission, 3 Bristo
Place, Edmburgh

Huzzey, James MORGAN Sabbath school and MV secrtztarlz,
North’ England Conference, 22 Zulla Rd., Mapperley Par
Nottingham.

Ricues, Rex. Sabbath school
secretary, South England
Watford, Herts.

Saaw, JOHN ARTHUR, pastor, South England Conference, 25
St. Iohns Rd.. Watford Herts.

Smrta, Pauy Raxymoxp, pastor. Irish Mission, 83 Shandon
Park, Belfast 5, BT 5, 6 N.Y.

Finland Union

HeLMINEN, Auvo ASSER, pastor-evangelist, West Finland Con-
ference, Tosmaentie 3, Tampere, Finland.

Polish Union

Micneroa, FraNciszek, pastor, West Polish Conference, Zey-
landa 11 Poznan, Poland.

OLma, AI\TONI pastor, South Polish Conference, Lubelska 25,
Krakow Poland.

Paceqicz, GINTER pastor, West Polish Conference, Zeylanda
11, Poznan, Poland.

Tomczyx, KAZIMIERZ, pastor, West Polish Conference, Zey-
landa 11 Poznan, Poland.

temperance and stewardship
onference, 25 St. Johns Rd.,

West African Union Mission

AGYEMANG, S., pastor-evangelist, Ghana Mission, P.O. Box
480, Kumasi, Ghana.

AxINTUNDE, E. A., pastor-evangelist, West Nigerian Mission,
P.O. Box 19 Ibada.u, W. Nigeria.

AXKWABOAH, E pastor-evangelist, Ghana Mission, P.O. Box
480, Kumass, ’Ghana.

ALAO, A. O., pastor-evangelist, West Nigerian Mission, P.O.

Box 19, Tbadan, West Nigeria.
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Boartenc, J. A., pastor-evangelist, Ghana Mission, P.O. Box
Kum351 Ghana.

Bm:w C., pastor-evanﬂehst Ghana Mission, P.O. Box 480,
Kuma51 Ghana.

Maxi, JOSHUA, pastor-evangelist, SDA Mission, P.O. Box
113 Bukuru, N. Nigeria.

NWANKPA, NATHANAEL pastor-evangelist, SDA Mission, PMB
1115, Aba, East hxgena

VWAOBIA ISAAC pastor-evangelist, SDA Mission, PMB 1115,

Aba, East ngerla
OcruLo, Issac, pastor-evangelist, SDA Mission, PMB 1115,

Aba, East ngena

RABAKAYA Sira, pastor-evangelist, SDA Mission, P.O. Box
113, Bukuru N. Nigeria.

WABEKE JACOB, pastor-evangelist, SDA Mission, PMB 1115,
Aba, East Nigeria.

Woswuewt, PriLip, pastor-evangelist, SDA Mission, PMB
1115, Aba, " East \Ilgena

YEBOAH S., pastor-evangelist, Ghana Mission, P.O. Box 480,
Kumasi, Ghana.

SOUTH AMERICAN DIVISION

Auwustral Union
GzerBER, ARIEL G., pastor-evangelist, Uruguay Mission, Calle
Sarandi 670, Rivera, Uruguay.
PeverINT, MILTON, pastor, Tos Angeles California.

East Brazil Union

Bercer, WaLpbomiro, district leader, Minas Mission, Caixa
Postal 1326, Belo Horizonte, Minas GEI‘alS, Brazil,

Chagas, Anisio Rocha, district leader, Northeast Brazil Con-
ierence Calxa Postal 378, Recife, Pernambuco Brazil.

Costa, CEssR A., * district Ieader Minas M1551on,
Postal 1326, Belo Horlzonte Minas Gerais, Brazil.

Fonskca, Zizion, director of East Brazil Academy, Caixa
Postal ')5 Pettopolzs Est. do Rio, Brazil.

Movura, Pepro. district leader, Rio-Minas Conference, Caixa
Postal 1919-ZC-00, Rio de  Janeiro, Est. da Guanabara,
Brazil.

NaBuco, Aranpy, district leader, Northeast Brazil Confer-
ence, "Caixa Postal 378, Recife, Pernambuco Brazil.

OLlVElRA CarLINDO, district leader Minas Mission, Caixa
Postal 1326 Belo Horizonte, Minas ‘Gerais, Brazil.

OLiveIRA. TSAT S., Sabbath school and lay activit'es secretary,
Espirito Santo’ Conference, Caixa Postal 233, Vitoria,
Espirito Santo, Brazil.

SiLva, CIPRIANO Morars, district leader, Bahia-Sergipe Mis-~
sion, Caixa Postal 198, Salvador Bahla, Brazil.

SiLva, PauLo Bareosa, district Ieader Espirito Santo Con-
ference, Caixa Postal 233, Vitoria, Espirito Santo, Brazil.

Caixa

Inca Union
Brcerra, ORLANDO, pastor-evangelist,
eru.
Bermeo, CArLOS,
Ecuador.
Caire, ALEJANDRO, mission station director,

Casilla 312, Huanuco,

pastor-evangelist, Casilla 1, Babahoyo,

Plateria, Puno,

eru.

Cancuar:, HoNoORIO, pastor-evangelist, Casilla 23, Jaen, via
Chlclayo Peru.

CarcacNO, ARTURO, principal, Lake Titicaca Training School,
Casilla 4, Juliaca, Peru.

Cavrus, Epuarpo, pastor-evangelist, Casilla 312, Puno, Peru.

JUSTINIANO, JOSE, pastor-evangelist, Casilla 355, La Paz,
Bolivia.

Pmoux, Carros, pastor-evangelist, Casilla 23, Pucallpa, Peru.

PINEDO LEONARDO, pastor-evangelist, Casilla 25 Moyobamba,
Peru,

Sitva, Jose C., (now in Austral Union).

SiLya, WLADIMIRO pastor-evangelist, Casilla 48, Cajamarca,
Peru.

South Brazil Union

Haroer, RupoLF, pastor, Mato Grosso Mission, Caixa Postal
146, Campo Grande, Mato Grosso, Brazil.

SOUTHERN EUROPEAN DIVISION

Angola Union Mission
CaNaLENDE, Nicorau, pastor, Caixa Postal 3, Nova Lisboa,
Angola.
Mavuricio, ANTONIO, director of Bongo Mission, Caixa Postal
2, Lonvomo Angola.
VENAI\CIO BOAVENTURA pastor,
Angola.

Caixa Postal 2, Longonjo,

Auwustrian Union
Grasst, Ernst, pastor, Nussdorferstrasse 5,
Austria.
JunewirTH, ALFRED, assistant publishing department secre-
tary, Nussdorferstrasse 5, 1090 Vienna, Austria.
Marecek, ERNST, pastor, Nussdorferstrasse 5, 1090 Vienna,
1090

1020 Vienna,

Austria,
ScawacuTer, Frieoricm, pastor,
Vienna, Austria.

Nussdorferstrasse 5,
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Franco-Belgian Union Conference

Fiscarini, Francors, pastor, 11-13, rue Ernest
Bruxelies 1, Belgium. . .
Garet, Ervanxo, pastor, 130, Bd de 1'Hopital, 75 Paris,

France.
11-13, Allard,

GOETSCHALCKX, J.,

Bruxelles 1, Belgium. .
HaLna, MAaUGRICE, pastor, 130, Bd de 1’"Hopital, 75 Paris,
France.

Allard,

pastor, rue Ernest

Portuguese Union
EspPERANCINHA, FILIPE, pastor, rua 3 de Qutubro 43, Angra
do Heroismo, Azores Islands.
Swiss Union Conference
Gubelstrasse 23, 8030 Zurich, Switzerland.

Yugoslavian Union Conference
Borovic, Pavie, pastor, Bozidara Adzije 4, Belgrade, Yugo-
slavia.
Jurcic, Lovro, pastor, Prilaz J.N.A. 77, Zagreb, Yugoslavia.
Markov, STEVAN, pastor, Tepebasina 3, Sarajevo, Yugoslavia.
SANDOR, SaLMA, secretary-treasurer, Petra Drapsina 13, Novi

Sad, Yugoslavia.
Spanish Church

Sancuesa SESEN, Davip,
African Union Mission,
Cameroun.

TannNer, Urs,

publishing secretary,

Equatorial
Boite Postale 401,

Yaounde,

The Man Who Wears Three Hats!

(Continued from page 27)

ber about a church problem or write a
prescription for a sick member. He is able
to combine meticulous attention to small
details with swiftness of action and accom-
plishment. With all of this he still finds
time to get out a weekly pastoral letter and
even pound the pavements for Ingathering
after he has organized the bands.

From his dad, who was a builder in New
Jersey, Dr. Jim learned the trade of build-
ing and he helped his father when he was
home from Shenandoah on vacations. This
trade served him well, for while at Union
College in Lincoln, Nebraska, he used his
experience and knowledge to build five
houses and four multifamily dwellings, and
was thus able to support his wife, Jean,
and their two children, John and June, as
well as pay his college expenses.

When he first entered the ministry he
found his weekly wages were only a small
fraction of what he received in the role of
student and builder, but he chose the min-
istry because he liked it. During his six
years in the ministry he was called upon to
build new churches in four of the congre-
gations he served—Weslaco, Dallas First
church, Terrell, and later the Austin,
Texas, church. His experience in the build-
ing trade is an asset to the Laurel church
members who find in their pastor-doctor-
builder a real down-to-earth person who
is dedicated to helping them with their
problems here while steadily pointing their
way forward and upward.
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Although I am older than Dr. Jim I can-
not help looking up to this paradoxical
person, who gives of his limited time so
generously, not because he is an excellent
doctor, pastor, or builder—which he is—
but because he knows the Great Physician,
the Builder of the universe, the Pastor of
the flock, on intimate terms. He points the
way to the Saviour.

In this writer’s estimation, if Dr. Jim has
one failing it is that of attempting much
more than can be expected of one man.
But he does not let this worry him. So dedi-
cated is he to his church and its program
that his attempts meet with success. He
relies heavily upon his wife, who helps
share his burden for the Lord’s work.

Dr. Jim looks forward to that day when
the church is finished and he can lay his
builder’s hat aside and devote all his time
to the work he loves best—working with
people and helping with their needs both
spiritual and physical. With many more

such dedicated workers our commission of -

the “gospel to all the world” would soon be
completed.

* Dr. Jim looks back upon the time spent at Shenandoah
Valley Academy as some of the happiest days in his life and
feels the academy had much to do with molding his life and
setting his ideals in the proper perspective.

“Deep Calleth Unto Deep”

(Continued from page 14)

will “preserve the outward form of reli-
gion, but are a standing denial of its real-
ity” (2 Tim. 3:5, N.E.B.).*

At such a time as this we workers and lay-
men must address ourselves to creating a
proper image of Adventism. We must be
more active in the business of being under-
stood. We must be more persuasive as com-
municators of spiritual truths, We must
cause others to see the Adventist Church
in its true light.

We must create a spiritual atmosphere
wherein flashes of divine glory will light up
the brooding darkness and tinge the storm
clouds of the remnant hour. Glorious in-
deed will be the consummation of true
Christianity as revealed in the Advent
Movement.

* The New English Bible, New Testament. © The Delecates
of the Oxford University Press and the Syndics of the Cam-
bridge University Press, 1961. Reprinted by permission.
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BOOKS

Baptism Through the Centuries, Henry F. Brown,
Pacific Press Publishing Association, Mountain
View, California, 122 pages, $4.25.

Here is a source book on one of the cardinal
doctrines of the church. A book that every Seventh-
day Adventist minister would do well to become
familiar with. As the name indicates,
traces the history of baptism, taking note of the
changes and innovations that have occurred. This
background is traced through the writings of the
Church Fathers, Reformers, and historians. It also
takes note of archeological factors and art. The
many photographs of ancient frescoes, mosaics,
and baptistries can in themselves be of unique
value in defending the Biblical mode of baptism.
The volume is well documented and includes an
extended bibliography.

This work is the fruition of many years of re-
search on the part of the author. Having read it,
the minister will be in a position to present the
subject of baptism with new insights and points
of interest. Study is being given to the possibility
" of making the illustrations available in two-by-two
slides. These would be of special value in evan-
gelistic work. OrLEY M. BERG

Who’s Killing the Church? Edited by Stephen C.
Rose, Association Press, New York, 141 pages,
paper $1.50.

If you wish to be aware of what churchmen are
saying about the need for renewal in the church,
this compilation will be helpful. It is apparent
that the mission of today’s churches is seen to be
almost completely secular, as evidenced by the
following listing of goals for the church: “Fair
housing, penal reform, the need for the reduction
of air pollution, the need for humane city plan-
ning, disarmament, humane laws ensuring the
rights of migrant workers, viable programs to
share America’s food surplus with the world’s
starving millions, adequate education, imaginative
television and radio, the need for a more vigilant
and crusading press, destruction of all barriers to
equal opportunity.”

On the positive side, the book contains gems,
such as an excellent defense of the Old Testament
and the following confession: “I see in myself,
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the book -

and in you, a tendency to presume upon the
goodness of God. How often do we look down our
liberated noses at our legalistic brethren, never
thinking of how we turn our Christian liberty
into license.” MarjoriE LEwis LLOYD

On This Rock, Lloyd Palmer, Philosophical Li-
brary, Inc., 15 East 40th Street, New York 16,
307 pages, 1966, $5.95.

You will find something on almost every page
of this 300-page book on which you will disagree
with Mr. Palmer’s evaluation of Jesus Christ and
the role of the church through the centuries.
Nevertheless it is a book that should be read:

1. Because you cannot read it and not re-ex-
amine your own understanding of what the Bible
teaches about God, Jesus, law, sin, salvation, war
and peace, the new earth, reward and punish-
ment, judgment, et cetera.

2. Much of what Mr. Palmer says is accepted
in part or in whole by “liberal” ministers and
“intelligent” laymen, and I have not recently read
so clear and concise a presentation of the think-
ing of that segment of “Christianity.” It is not
enough to guess at what they think; we need to
know in order to meet their arguments. This
book will “clue you in” on that.

The chapter end notes are particularly worth
while. K. F. AMBs

Asleep in Jesus, J. H. Hartenberger, Baker Book
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., paperback, $1.50;
120 pages.

I am sure we all recognize the importance of using
a book such as this with a great deal of caution,
because the doctrine of the immortality of the soul
is made quite prominent therein. Nevertheless,
these twenty-three funeral sermons have much of
unusual value along other lines that makes this
little book well worth having in one’s library. The
contents suggest texts, thoughtful and comforting
messages for a day-old, prematurely born baby, a
little child, a youth who died in a distant hospital,
a young man who met a sudden death, a young
father, a devout father and grandfather, a woman
convert, a backslidden mother, a man who re-
pented, an aged blind convert, a cross-bearing
mother, a lady teacher, a pastor, a pastor’s wife, a
soldier, and a suicide.

ANDREW FEARING

Be not ashamed to confess that you have
been in the wrong. It is but owning what
you need not be ashamed of—that you
now have more sense than you had before,
to see your error; more humility to acknowl-
edge it, more grace to correct it—Seed.
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NEWS BRIEFS

[Unless otherwise credited, the following mnews items are
taken from Religious News Service.]

Beirut Claims Religious Groups Plan “Rescue”
of Jerusalem

Plans for a world conference in Beirut of Chris-
tian and Moslem leaders to help “rescue” the Holy
City of Jerusalem from Israeli occupation were an-
nounced at a conference attended by representa-
tives of the Christian and Islamic communities in
Lebanon. According to Beirut radio, the decision
followed long discussions of methods of coordinat-
ing efforts by Arab Moslems and Christians to
“free” Jerusalem.

Canterbury: Consult Catholics, Orthodox Before
Entering a Protestant Union

The ranking spiritual leader of the world’s 45
million Anglicans says Anglican churches planning
merger with Protestant bodies should do so only
after consulting with Roman Catholic and Ortho-
dox leaders. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr.
Michael Ramsey, emphasized this point three times
during a news conference on his arrival in Seattle.
His emphasis was seen as having special significance
for the Episcopal Church—the Anglican Church in
the US.—which is in the process of deciding
whether it should authorize the preparation of a
plan of union with nine Protestant denominations.
Dr. Ramsey noted that the Anglican Church “tries
to be a bridge touching both worlds (Catholic and
Protestant).” The Church of England, Mother of
Anglicanism, is having union discussions with the
Methodist Church, he noted, and said it hopes “to
call in consultants from the Roman Catholic, Or-
thodox, and Old Catholic churches.” Dr. Ramsey
said total church union is “far away and difficult
to picture. My picture is one church with very little
central organization, a lot of independence in dif-
ferent national churches and a lot of variety of
customs and forms of worship. But rival denomina-
tions will disappear and there will be great agree-
ment in essentials of doctrine and in sharing the
same sacraments and the same ordained ministers.”
He stated that he did not think that Christianity
as a whole would be willing to accept the doctrine
of the infallibility of the Pope but “a lot might ac-
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cept the Pope as the Presiding Bishop among the
bishops of Christendom.”

Israeli-Arab Negotiations Urged by Billy Graham

Evangelist Billy Graham backs direct negotia-
tions between Israel and the Arabs, according to
Rabbi Arthur Gilbert, former director of the Anti-
Defamation League’s department of religious cur-
riculum research and currently assistant to the
president of the Jewish Reconstructionist Founda-
tion. He reported the evangelist’s views on Jewish-
Christian relations in the December issue of the
ADL Bulletin. In their discussion on Middle East
political problems, wrote Rabbi Gilbert, Dr.
Graham “feels that recent Israeli acquisition of
parts of this territory may be a fulfillment of some
of the prophecies. He said that if he were an
Israeli official he would not yield to pressures that
could jeopardize Israel’s physical security. Israel
was right to seek negotiations with the Arabs, he
said, adding that he hopes Israel will be just—
even magnanimous—in her relations toward
Arabs, particularly the Arabs in her midst.” Rabbi
Gilbert said Mr. Graham “is convinced that Jeru-
salem will be reunited as a Jewish city.”

“Meaning” of Life, Times Students’ No. 1 Interest

The number one interest of the 3,000 members
of the present college generation attending the
nationwide University Christian Movement Con-
ference in Cleveland was not the draft, nor Viet-
nam, nor racial justice, nor even sex. Their main
interest was in finding meaning, both in their in-
dividual lives and in the complex society of which
they are a part, according to the conclusions
drawn by conference leaders following a poll
“built into” the meeting. :

U.S. Crime Increased 16 Per Cent in Year

Data released by the Federal Bureau of Investi-.

gation disclosed that the nation’s crime rate is
still following a sharp upturn, which began in
the fall of 1966. The national rate rose 16 per
cent in a year. FBI Director, J. Edgar Hoover, said
the suburbs continue to set the pace in crime in-
crease, reflecting a rise of 17 per cent for the year.
Cities showed an increase of 15 per cent, while
the rise in rural areas was 12 per cent. Bank
robberies rose 60 per cent nationally, and there
was an increase in the use of firearms in aggra-
vated assaults by 22 per cent. Mr. Hoover said
that since 1960 the nation’s population has risen
approximately 10 per cent. In the same period,
however, the crime rate has shown a rise of 88
per cent.

POAU Says McCarthy, Kennedy, Face JFK’s
“Religious Problem”

According to Americans United for Separation
of Church and State, Senators Eugene J. Mc-
Carthy and Robert F. Kennedy, as potential Presi-
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Basic volumes that should be in every Adventist home

seonntey avenir GEOMMENTARY
REFERENCE SET IN TEN VOLUMES

All richly bound in finest library buckram

Price
4475

per volume

Plus 35 cents postage and insurance for

Only

139 _9°5

complete 10-volume set

each volume—65 cents outside US.A.

THE SDA BIBLE COMMENTARY, volumes 1-7

% A verse-by-verse study of the whole Bible

% Nearly 8,000 pages

% Each volume is divided into three main parts;
general articles, commentary, and supplementary
material

* Contains a 50,000-reference cross index to the
writings of Ellen G. White

SDA BIBLE DICTIONARY, volume 8
% Complete coverage—deals with every significant
word in the Bible
% More than 1,200 pages

% Contains 536 pictures ond drawings—Bible lands -

and customs, archeological discaveries, ete.
% 40 pages of maps, authentic, in full color

SDA BIBLE STUDENTS’ SOURCE BOOK, volume 9

* Almost 1,200 pages

% Comprehensive—wide range of topics— Biblical
studies, SDA doctrines, prophecy, ancient his-
tory, church history—summary of other beliefs
—topically indexed

SDA ENCYCLOPEDIA, volume 10

% Here, at your finger tips, authentic information
you need about every phase of your church, its
doctrines and practices—nowhere else available

* More than 2,000 articles—1,472 pages

% Nine principal categories—church history—organ-
ization—beh’efs~institutions—bicgrophies—-—prac-
tices——methods—definitions—articles

%* A volume that should be placed in every library
—public, college, seminary, church

Check with your Book and Bible House for detoils on a deferred-payment

plan, also special prices for newfyweds, ministerial graduates, and newly boptized members.

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE
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dential candidates, face the same religious prob-
lem that President John F. Kennedy confronted
in 1960. In the January issue of its monthly re-
view, Church and State, the organization which
is also known as the POAU (Protestants and
Other Americans United for Separation of Church
and State) presents an article on “Religious Affili-
ations of the Candidates.” The Senators, both
Roman Catholics, will encounter trouble, accord-
ing to the publication, because of their stands on
aid to church-related schools and their church’s
Iaw on the question of contraceptive birth con-
trol. In discussing the school-aid situation, the
Americans United article calls Sen. McCarthy “the
darling of the Citizens for Educational Freedom,
a Catholic laymen’s front set up to agitate for
public funds for parochial schools.” Stating that
Senator Kennedy has never made a commitment
on Federal aid to church-related schools, the ar-
ticle cites his support of the recently defeated
proposed New York State Constitution which
would have repealed a long-standing ban on State
aid to parochial  schools.

Dwindling Congregation Told: Fire Pastor or
Face Foreclosure

A Lutheran congregation in suburban Coon
Rapids, Minnesota, is facing the choice of firing
its pastor or losing its church through foreclosure.
The alternative was presented to the Way of the
Cross Lutheran congregation at a special meeting
by the Reverend Martin Leiske, president of the
Minnesota South District of the Lutheran Church
—Missouri Synod. He said the district “will not
subsidize the congregation and will probably fore-
close the $153,000 mortgage it holds on the church
unless it removes its pastor, the Reverend C. Don-
ald Pfotenhauer. Mr. Pfotenhauver, 37-year-old
grandson of a former national president of the
Missouri Synod and member of a prominent fam-
ily of Missouri Synod pastors, has become con-
troversial because of his activity in the charismatic
movement. Mr. Pfotenhauer organized the con-
gregation seven years ago, and according to Mr.
Leiske was “a very effective young pastor” before
he received the “baptism of the Holy Spirit” on
December 18, 1964.

Bishop Cites Ecumenical Developments in Italy

Thirty ecumenical centers were opened in major
Italian cities during 1967, according to Bishop
Guiseppe Marafini of Veroli-Frosinone, director
of ecumenical affairs for the Italian hierarchy.
He reported on the development of ecumenism
in Italy at a press conference in the Vatican Press
Office held to mark the Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity. This year, for the first time, he noted,
the leaflet of prayers for the observance was drawn
up in Italy by a joint committee of Catholics and
Protestants, with the non-Catholic members se-
lected by the Division of Ecumenical Action of
the World Council of Churches.
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Methodists Withdraw Support of Mission Area
Agreements

The Methodist Church no longer will be bound

“ by traditional agreements among denominations

to divide various sections of the world for mission
purposes, according to a policy put into effect by
the Methodist Board of Missions. The change in
world conditions was cited as a reason for aban-
doning denominational divisions in favor of a
worldwide, ecumenical approach to missions. It
was emphasized that the Methodist Church has no
intention of initiating new overseas missions proj-
ects on a strictly denominational basis.

Guilty of “Proselytizing” Jailed Four Months

A Seventh-day Adventist has appealed a four-
month prison sentence on charges that he was
proselytizing in the town square in Tripolis,
Greece. Christos Arvanitis, 46, was accused of dis-
tributing Adventist literature in the square and
reading aloud selections from his material. The
Adventists strongly denied the charges and claimed
he was arrested for just conversing with friends.
Greek law in this predominantly Orthodox mna-
tion forbids public proselytizing, or seeking con-
verts.

GLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertisements appropriate to The Ministry, appear-
ing under this heading, ten cents a word for each
insertion, including initials and address. Minimum
charge, $2 75 for each insertion. Cash required with
order. Address The Mlmstry, 6840 Eastern Avenue,
Washington, D.C. , US.A

RELIGIOUS BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD! 75,000
used and out-of-print books available. Catalog upon

“request. Ministers’ libraries purchased. Write: Kregel's

Book Store, Department PM, Grand Rapids, Michigan
49503.

ILLUSTRATED EVANGELISTIC SERMONS SENT ON
APPROVAL. Over 4,000 beautiful color slides—songs—
59 ilfustrated subjects—many quotations, charts, texts,
Price 10c to 17¢ per slide, Monthly payments accept-
able, no carrying charge. GLOBAL CHURCH FILMS,
INC., Box 8003, La Sierra, California 92505.

PREACH WITHOUT NOTES! You can develop an
outstanding memory through scientific Memory Train-
ing. Age no barrier. Money back guarantee. Only $20.00
(terms). Also Instant Speed Reading Course. Special
price $10.00. Free information. Magic Memory Home
Study Course, Box 1011, Helena, Montana 59601.
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"How could a person give a
bible study in three minutes time
and accomplish anything?’

Pastor Harold E. Metcalf of Atlanta answered
his own question, and many of the problems
of his ministry through the use of “Code-a-
Phone™ message centérs.

He delivers God’s Message more effectively to
more people in his city. His inspirational and
challenging Bible study is available 24 hours
of every day.

The results? They have been overwhelming.
80,000 calls in eight months. Bible Guides
have been supplied to 11,500 callers who asked
for them.

“Code-a-Phone” has a proven record of reli-
ability in many Adventist ministry uses.

A special committee appointed by your Gen-
eral Conference recommends this telephone
evangelism program on a church-wide basis.
To find out more about its application in your
ministry return the attached card, or call your
nearest “Code-a-Phone” dealer!
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T T T T
[ Yes, I would like to see what a “Code-a-Phone” tele- ‘
| phone evangelism program can do for my ministry. I
| D Have a representative see me right away i
l D Send more information r
I Name: !
{ Church: |
|
I Address: E
1 City: State: Zip: l
I Phone: |
[ MANUFACTUREH’S OF CODE-A-PHONE {
SFO |
| \\\\\\\ INDL/STRIES INC PORTLAND, OREGON I
I "COMMUNICATIONS IS OUR BUSINESS™
P. O. Box 06489, Portland, Oregon 97206 |
| Phone (503) 774-1104 |
- -
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QUIDNUNCS D you ever meet a quidnunc?

There is nothing rare about them,
either in quality or number. I meet on the average
at least one or more a day. Quidnunc is a Latin
word, and literally means “What now?” It’s a person
who is inquisitive about the latest news or gossip.
Just a plain busybody. Our modern system of mass
communications hasn’t helped the situation. What’s
happening to everybody around the world is fun-
neled into our heads constantly. Then add to this
what’s going on around us, and there is more than
enough to keep the mind occupied with the trivial,
the unimportant, and the unnecessary. In ministerial
ranks most of us want to know who is being moved
where, and who gets what position, and what action
did the committee take on this or that.

There were some quidnuncs in the Bible, such as
Peter, who wanted to know what work program the
Lord had outlined for some of his fellow ministers.
James and John were quite eager to know who

would get the closest seats to Christ. Judas had his

nose in everybody’s business, and finally lost his
life. The quidnunc is not only one who wants to
know the business of the other fellow but one who
is constantly exploring every philosophy and ide-
ology seen or heard. He gets involved in insignificant
and endless discussion about anything and every-
thing.

1 am a fond admirer of Paul, the apostle, who
forthrightly declared “I determined not to know
any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). Such divine ignorance! The
church is in desperate need of more men like
preacher Paul. J.R.S.

OF CHURCH  WHEN we speak of separation of
AND STATE  church and state, exactly what do

we mean? Is it not a fact that
under God’s original plan, church and state were
to be one union under God’s direct leadership
and control? Admittedly man fell from his high
estate and began to administer his own affairs. It
is at this point that church and state must of ne-
cessity be separated. For except a theocracy be
administered by God, the will of sinful man may
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overshadow the will of God and compel the con-
science into rebellious bypaths.

But then another question: Is it not the will of
God that the divine principles of His own govern-
ment underlie the principles of human govern-

ment though administered by man? The answer

to this question is an obvious Yes. And it is today
a fact that in all civilized countries portions of
the Ten Commandments form the basis of all
legal jurisprudence. In this sense, for the church
and state to be separate could be fatal to the state
and possibly to the church. To the extent that a
government will conduct its business along divine
guidelines, it is blessed of God. How else may we
interpret “righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin
is a reproach to any people.”

The doctrine of separation of church and state
must of necessity limit itself to the question of
authority and control in matters of conscience.
This sacred area is the diocese of God alone. In
this field His Word is law, and His subjects include
all mankind. Happy is the nation that in its legis-
lative archives recognizes the authority of God in
all matters of conscience and orders its own foot-
steps with reference to these sacred limitations.

E.E.C.

MENTAL
SLAVERY

“I was not educated, I was formed,
1 was not encouraged to think but
trained to defend. I was not asked
to reflect but to memorize.” These words by a
now famous author of a controversial book high-
light a very real problem for all men who are not
robots but thinking human beings. The spirit of
this quotation, whether harbored in a church or
any other organization, is destructive of vitality
and development and will make impossible the
kindling of revival fires.

At the very heart of the Reformation was the
premise that truth is progressively revealed and
that at no point may we reach the conclusion that
we know all of the truth about anything. The sci-
ence of salvation will be under investigation
throughout endless ages of eternity. This is of ne-
cessity true because of the nature of the human
mind. It must be continually investigating and
probing or it is sure to atrophy.

But while it is true that we do not know all the
truth about anything, it is tragic to deny what
truth we do know in the name of investigation.
While investigation must of necessity ask ques-
tions, it must at all times avoid insinuating doubt.
There are certain bedrock pillars of the faith that
can brook no denial. Of necessity, however, in-
vestigation even of these established truths for
purposes of further substantiation and indeed
elaboration is very much in order. To be avoided
at all costs is any attempt to alter thebasic con-
cepts embodied in these time-honored truths, Re-
peated expressions of confidence are necessary in
any investigation of this nature.

Liberty to investigate is necessary if it avoids
the evil of abuse of privilege. E.E.C.
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