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Dear Brother Pierson:

The Annual Council of 1974 is now history. I wish that 
every member and worker of the church could have been present 
to share the spiritual impact received by the delegates. The 
heart-searching emphasis at our recent Annual Councils is one 
of the most encouraging signs that God still has an interest 
in His church. All of us, even those with the slightest de 
gree of spiritual inclination, cannot but believe that this is 
a long-overdue step in the right direction.

When hearts are united and minds are submissive to God's 
leading there is no reasonable reason in the world why the 
necessary business of the church should not be done with dis 
patch. So, Brother Pierson, the Christ-centered trend in 
these business sessions causes many of us to rejoice. Undoubt 
edly what we are seeing and experiencing is the direct fruitage 
of your administration's emphasis on revival and reformation.

We cannot blame the devil for being unhappy over what is 
taking place. If we were in his shoes we would be unhappy too! 
But could it be that he will still be able to secure his objec 
tives in our church in other ways? Could it be that his primary 
method in retarding the church's progress is to cause us to 
channel our time, energies, and money into that which is good 
but relatively unimportant?

The much-needed call to revival and reformation should not 
just touch lives of ministers and laity, but should reach into 
every area of church policy and practice, including budgets, 
plans, and actions. Reformation in these areas is just as neces 
sary and important as reformation in our personal lives. Personal 
salvation on our part does not guarantee an accompanying mental 
acuteness for administering the affairs of God's church. It is 
to be hoped that revival and reformation in our lives will lead 
to revival and reformation in our whole church structure. To

(Continued on page 2)



An Open Letter
Continued from cover 
be aware of Satan's deceptions, 
which often come under an ap 
pearance of goodness and right, 
demands a thorough understand 
ing of the objectives of the Advent 
Movement on the part of every 
minister and layman. 

Pressure Tactics
Those acquainted with the in 

ternal operations of our church 
are aware of the constant chorus 
of cacophonous voices declaring 
what direction the church should 
take. The church is in a very simi 
lar position to that of most world 
governments where pressure 
groups and lobbyists are ever 
seeking support for their causes. 
In fact, the same pressure tactics 
are used in all segments of society, 
whether it be a child pleading with 
his parents for a new bicycle or a 
department or institution pressur- 
ing the church for additional men 
and materials.

The only safe course to follow 
for the church is to know for cer 
tain what Cod's objectives are for 
us and decidedly to set up a 
system of priorities in reaching 
them. In other words, every de 
cision this church makes on every 
level should be made in the light 
of what contributes most to reach 
ing our over-all objectives.

275,458,110 Members
' Presumably church growth in 

terms of increased membership 
is one objective most subscribed 
to. As to whether it has top prior 
ity in areas other than in our 
thoughts is questionable. Sta 
tistics indicate that for the most 
part our membership growth has 
been a rather steady and gradual 
one over the years. The most 
significant increases are not recent 
ones. The average membership 
increase between 1870 and 1880 
was a little more than 11 per cent 
per year. The increase during that 
decade was the greatest our 
church ever experienced.

Had we maintained our 11 per 
cent per year net increase from 
1880 until now, our church mem 
bership today would be 275,458,- 
110.

It is also interesting to realize 
that, had we maintained that 11 
per cent increase each year since 
that time, we would have reached

our present membership of 2.4 
million by 1928 forty-six years 
ago!

However, 2.4 million is a far 
cry from the 3,500 we had in 1863, 
and for this we praise God. But 
it also comes far short of the 275,- 
458,110 membership that perhaps 
could and should have been ours.

Our slow and steady growth has 
not been spectacular. Or is a 5 
per cent annual growth spectacu 
lar? Should we not expect some 
dramatic, or should I say miracu 
lous, influx of members that 
would indicate a second Pente 
cost?

"The Bland Leading the Bland"

If this doesn't happen, does it 
prove the church is (as one writer 
called it) a "blank island of seren 
ity"? Or are we, as another has 
put it, "the bland leading the 
bland"?

The apostolic church was not 
plagued with fuzzy concepts as to 
what their mission was. In short, 
"one interest prevailed; one sub 
ject of emulation swallowed up all 
others" (The Acts of the Apostles, 
p. 48). What was that one interest? 
Was it salary increases? Additional 
paid staff? Location of the next 
General Conference session? 
Another program to finish the 
work? A new departmental or 
institutional film? Surely, these 
things would be secondary to the 
early believers. Their primary 
concern was "to reveal the like 
ness of Christ's character, and to 
labor for the enlargement of His 
kingdom" (ibid.).

Note that their one interest was 
a two-sided affair. Thank God our 
church is attempting to focus on 
the revelation of Christ's charac 
ter. But, BTotljgf>PkerstMT, are we 
putting the enlargement of His 
kingdom on an equal footing? 
What about the gospel commis 
sion? Are we, as leaders, taking it 
seriously?

When the spotlight of the Spirit 
of Prophecy is focused on the 
mission of the church, we discover 
what the true interpretation of the 
scope of the gospel is. Ellen White 
in vision declares that she saw 
"jets of light shining from cities 
and villages, and from the high 
places and the low places of the 
earth. God's Word was obeyed, 
and as a result there were me 

morials for Him in every city and 
village. His truth was proclaimed 
throughout the world." Evangel 
ism, p. 699.

Flesh & Blood or Brick & Mortar?

Whether or not the words "me 
morials for Him in every city and 
village" refer to flesh-and-blood 
memorials or brick-and-mortar 
ones, still the disturbing question 
is How near are we to fulfilling this 
prophecy? Will we ever fulfill it? At 
our present rate of growth I doubt 
that even the most optimistic 
among us would be so bold as to 
declare that we are even approach 
ing such fulfillment^_^k<*^

Do you think God expects us to 
take the Bible and the Spirit of 
Prophecy literally on these points? 
Or could it be that this is just an 
ideal that God knows we could 
never reach with or without His 
help? I personally believe that we 
must categorically reject any in 
terpretation that does not take 
God's expressed desires for His 
church literally. The commands of 
Christ are clear. . Our mission 
is unmistakable. The scope of 
our soul-saving work is worldwide. 
Our witness is to reach every na 
tion, tribe, and person. The ques- 
ion is What can we do to reach 
this divine objective more quickly?

Frankly, Brother Pierson, I don't 
think any of us relish the thought 
of granite memorials, with a few 
facts, figures, and a bit of verse 
chiseled on them, being erected 
over our graves. Is this really the 
personal objective of any one of 
us? Not that we distrust God's 
ability to resurrect us no! Rather, 
there dwells within our hearts the 
blessed hope of Christ's return 
while we are yet alive. His coming 
certainly is a climax, not to an un 
finished task, but to a finished 
one.

Because of unbelief, the bones 
of Israel's laity and leaders alike 
bleached in the desert sun on the 
wrong side of Jordan. What can 
we do, or what should we do, to 
prevent a recurrence of this tragic 
episode? !t will take more than 
prayer and heart-searching, as 
important as these are. It will take 
more than testimony meetings  
and thank God for them! It will 
take bold, dynamic action along 
with spiritual renewal! It will take 
broad planning, which will test our
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faith to the ultimate and challenge 
our pocketbooks, energies, and 
time to the limit. It means that we 
will no longer "play it safe," but 
swiftly move ahead in communi 
cating the message of the cross to 
the world's inhabitants. It means 
that we will examine carefully, in 
the light of the gospel commission, 
everything we are doing.

We will consider our budgets in 
the light of our objectives. Are we 
spending our money for the most 
important projects? It is not a mat 
ter of right or wrong spending for 
the most part; rather, it is a matter 
of priorities. Are we setting aside 
funds for those programs and peo 
ple that will fulfill Cod's expecta 
tions for this movement? What are 
our priorities?

I was encouraged by several items 
in the budget such as the $450,000 
set aside as a "new work" reserve, 
to be used when special unique 
opportunities present themselves 
for advancing the gospel anywhere 
in the world.

Of course, the nearly 2 million 
dollars of tithe increase reversion 
to be used specifically for evan 
gelism in the North American 
unions was another outstanding 
feature of the budget. The support 
given PREACH (Project for Reach 
ing Every Active Clergyman at 
Home) was also much appreciated.

Yet there still remains the un 
comfortable feeling that much 
more could be done by this church 
in meeting its objectives in a re 
sponsible way.

The answer does not lie alone in 
voting increasingly larger budgets 
that surpass the preceding years, 
but in re-evaluating every adminis 
trative, institutional, and depart 
mental plan and program this 
movement is involved in. Further 
more, no program should be 
judged a success simply because 
it is going over "big" in terms of 
numbers. The question should be 
Is this what God would have us do? 
Are we fulfilling His objectives for 
this church?

You will recall the story of the 
man who came to Jesus asking for 
His help in settling a dispute be 
tween him and his brother over 
their inheritance. Jesus calmly but 
firmly said, "Man, who made me a 
judge or a divider over you?" (Luke
12:14).

Continued on page 10
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Like Abraham, we 
have nothing with 
which to match 
God's pledge. 
God makes the 
offer of salvation. 
We have only to 
accept it.

JESUS
OUR

COVENANT
RAYMOND H. WOOLSEY

IF THE most honest man in the 
neighborhood one never known 
to break a promise, whom banks 
trusted without question were to 
promise to do a certain thing that 
was well within his power to do, 
and were this man voluntarily to 
sign to that undertaking in the 
presence of a judge and put up all 
his possessions as surety, we 
would certainly understand that 
he intended to keep his promise. 
We would also know that he con 
sidered the matter extremely im 
portant.

That is an illustration, albeit a 
crude one, of what Cod has done 
for us. We commonly think of 
Jesus as our Saviour, our High 
Priest, even as our Friend. It 
would help us to think of Him also 
in terms of His covenant relation 
ship with us.

One day the Lord told Abram, 
"Look now toward heaven, and 
tell the stars, if thou be able to 
number them. ... So shall thy 
seed be" (Gen. 15:5). Although 
Abram was childless and nearly 
100 years old, the Bible says he 
believed the Lord. But the Lord 
continued: "I am the Lord that 
brought thee out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, to give thee this land to 
inherit it" (verse 7). Perhaps this 
was too much for Abram. To have 
many children was one thing; to 
own all the land he was roaming 
about on was something else. So 
he did a completely human thing 
 he asked Cod for a sign that He 
was telling the truth.

Who can doubt God's word, 
which is powerful enough to call 
worlds into existence? But sin has 
weakened faith. Too often our 
hopes in each other are crushed, 
our confidences broken. But we 
should remember that God does 
not do as man does.

Cod did not upbraid Abram be-

Raymond H. Woolsey is an associate 
book editor, Review and Herald Pub 
lishing Association.
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cause he asked for a sign. The 
promise being made was indeed 
a far-reaching one. It was not just 
a promise of children for Abram. 
God was not promising Canaan 
only to Abram's posterity. His 
promise reached beyond the do 
minion of sin to an earth full of 
saints, Abram's "faith children," 
enjoying a world of righteousness.

Promise Undergirds Confidence

In this twentieth century of jet 
planes and rocket travel there are 
those who are tempted to feel 
God has disengaged Himself from 
humanity. He hasn't come as He 
said He would, they say; perhaps 
He will never come. Let us restudy 
that promise made to Abram and 
see how it undergirds our confi 
dence in God today.

Because so much was involved, 
God wanted to leave no doubt. 
Instead of giving just a passing 
sign, therefore, He entered into a 
solemn covenant, a binding com 
pact, with Abram. The Maker of 
the universe entered into a one- 
to-one relationship with a human 
being.

The term "covenant" was a vital 
concept to the people of Abram's 
time and place. It was the legal 
basis for their society (as it is 
even today among the Kurds and 
nomadic Arabs). Warfare was their 
natural state; roaming bands fell 
on each other or ran at sight. 
Not to go to war presupposed the 
existence of a covenant. There 
were no neutrals.

There were several ways of mak 
ing a covenant, depending on the 
purpose and the seriousness of 
the occasion. One type of cove 
nant involved the gift of salt, a 
precious commodity to people of 
the desert. Another type was the 
sacramental meal. When one par 
took of food under another's roof, 
and especially if one took food 
from the hand of another, he was 
thenceforth considered a special

friend, practically a member of the 
family. (This brings to mind the 
actions of Judas, who accepted a 
morsel of food from Jesus' hand  
just before going out to sell his 
Master.)

More serious covenants in 
volved blood. In one type, the 
parties to the covenant slashed 
their palms and then gripped each 
other's hand. This may have been 
the forerunner of the custom of 
shaking hands. The significance, 
of course, was that their blood 
mingled and thus they became 
"blood brothers." The literal trans 
lation of the Hebrew verb for mak 
ing a covenant was to cut a cove 
nant.

In another type of blood cove 
nant, an animal was slain and 
quartered. The parts of the animal 
were piled in two heaps, then the 
covenanters passed between the 
parts. The idea was that if one did 
not abide by the terms of the cov 
enant he would be slain and quar 
tered as was the animal. Some 
times a covenant or pledge 
involved drinking blood, as when 
relatives of a murder victim 
pledged their revenge.

Special Relationship Involved

Obviously, so basic a concept as 
this would play an important role 
in the Bible account. While the 
word "covenant" is used 33 times 
in describing human relations, it 
is used 250 times of the God-and- 
man situation, trying to get across 
the idea of a special relationship. 
A righteous person, for instance, 
is literally one who keeps a cove 
nant (see Ps. 89:34), and con 
versely one of the worst sinners is 
one who breaks a covenant (see 
Rom. 1:31; Isa. 24:5).

God's covenant with Abram in 
volved taking a heifer, a goat, a 
ram, a dove, and a pigeon not 
one covenant animal but five  
and cutting each into two parts, 
making two heaps. Abram did as
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he was directed, and kept scaven 
gers from desecrating the cove 
nant heaps until sunset. Then 
Abram fell into a deep sleep. The 
Lord appeared to him and in the 
form of fire passed between the 
heaps of sacrifice. As He did so, 
the Lord solemnly repeated His 
promise to Abram.

God's promise alone was suffi 
cient (Heb. 6:13-18), but He took 
an oath and then confirmed the 
oath with a covenant. Notice that 
Abram did not pass between the 
heaps. God was the one making 
the pledge. It was His covenant.

In the process of time Isaac was 
born, the child of the covenant. 
But when Isaac was a young man 
God directed Abram, now called 
Abraham, to offer Isaac in sacri 
fice. With a heavy heart but reso 
lute faith the aged father prepared 
to do so. Just before the knife fell 
on his son angels stayed his hand. 
Abraham found a ram in a nearby 
thicket and offered it in Isaac's 
stead.

Abraham perceived the com 
mand to offer his son as a threat to 
the divine covenant, but God told 
him He had not forgotten. He re 
minded him right then and there, 
"By myself have I sworn." The 
patriarch did not fail to see the 
point: when God made a covenant 
a life was forfeited. The life of the 
sacrificial animal pledged the life 
of the covenanter. In pledging 
man's redemption God was put 
ting His own existence at stake!

Memory of the Covenant

The pledge made to Abraham 
was perpetuated to His people. In 
the tabernacle system the animals 
used were, at various times, a 
young cow, a sheep, a goat, a 
dove, a pigeon the very items 
Abram had been directed to use. 
And they were consumed by di 
vine fire. So the tabernacle was 
called the tabernacle of witness 
(Num. 17:7, 8) and the ark was 
called the ark of the covenant 
(chap. 10:33). The entire sanctuary 
system was to keep alive the mem 
ory of the covenant God made 
with Abram that He would estab 
lish His people in righteousness.

The Hebrew system of sacrifices 
ended when Christ was crucified, 
but the covenant did not end. Was 
it not called an "everlasting cove 

nant"? In the Revelation John sees 
in heaven the temple of God, and 
what is there but the "ark of his 
covenant" (Rev. 11:19, N.E.B. *)! 

Christ—Pledge of God's Purpose

The covenant made with Abram 
and continued with His people, 
the covenant witnessed in the 
blood of animals, was but a mere 
shadow of a much more drastic 
pledge on God's part. He was, in 
reality, putting up His own Son as 
a pledge of His purpose. In Isaiah 
42:6, a passage recognized as 
Messianic, God the Lord says, "I 
have called you in righteousness, I 
have taken you by the hand and 
kept you; I have given you as a 
covenant to the people, a light to 
the nations" (R.S.V.).

God gave Jesus to the world of 
human beings, gave Him as a cov 
enant, as a promise of salvation. 
Willingly and completely God gave 
His only begotten Son to humanity 
for all time. The incarnation and 
death of Jesus was a pledge that 
God will complete His great plan 
of redemption. He will finish what 
He began. God has not disen 
gaged Himself. Jesus will come 
again, and the saints will be given 
this earth, made new, for an eter 
nal inheritance.

As with the animals Abram pre 
pared, Jesus our Covenant was 
slain and divided not physically, 
of course, but with two allegiances 
 to serve both God and man. He 
is both the Son of God and the 
Son of man. With His blood He 
bridges earth and heaven.

Here is an insight into what 
Jesus meant when He said, the 
night before His death, "This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood" 
(1 Cor. 11:25, R.S.V.). The wine 
of the Lord's Supper is more than 
a simple reminder of His death. 
It is more than a token of a theo 
logical concept. By partaking of it 
the disciples and we are joined 
to Jesus and to each other in a 
blood covenant. We drink, not to 
revenge His death, but in a deep 
pledge of fellowship.

Notice, however, that the 
Greeks had two words for cove 
nant one was used when both 
sides had responsibilities and an 
other for a one-sided agreement, 
as in a will. The word Jesus used 
was that of a one-sided agree 
ment. He was in effect saying, I

am putting up my life as surety  
please accept it. Like Abraham, we 
have nothing with which to match 
God's pledge. God makes the of 
fer of salvation. We have only to 
accept it.

Finally, Jesus on Calvary sealed 
the covenant. By His death on the 
cross He put the covenant into ef 
fect. Before then, salvation was a 
promise; now it was a fact. The 
body of Jesus, with the nail prints 
in His hands, was at once both 
evidence and basis of the fact.

But wait! The blood on His 
hands! Here again we find the 
symbol of covenant. He "made 
peace through the blood of his 
cross" (Col. 1:20), reconciling all 
things, in earth and in heaven. 
Through the blood of His hands, 
as it were, He knitted the life of 
God and the life of man forever.

We Are to Be a Covenant

In a sense we, too, are in turn 
to be a covenant, to the world. 
That is why Jesus said, "Ye are the 
salt of the earth" and "If any man 
will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me." As we grasp the 
blood-stained hand of Jesus with 
one arm, our other is to be 
stretched out to a suffering world.

He cannot heal who has not suffered much, 
For only Sorrow sorrow understands; 
They will not come for healing at our touch 
Who have not seen the scars upon our 

hands.  Edwin McNeill Poteat

As in total submission we take 
the hand of Christ, we become 
blood brothers with Him, heirs of 
the kingdom. We drink of the cup 
of the covenant, in pledge that 
His death shall not have been in 
vain. We accept the provisions of 
the compact God made with 
Abram, and with his faith we look 
for a city whose builder and maker 
is God.

Jesus is our Covenant, given to 
the human race. He is the One 
who signed the covenant, ratify 
ing it with His lifestrearn. He is the 
surety of the covenant, pledging 
the throne of God to His promise. 
Jesus is the mediator of the cove 
nant, the One who inscribes its 
principles upon our hearts, our 
emotions, our will. j£

* The New English Bible, © The Delegates of 
the Oxford University Press and the Syndics of 
the Cambridge University Press 1970. Reprinted 
by permission.
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CHURCH
TOO LARGE?

ORLEYM.BERG
Orley M. Berg is executive editor of 
The Ministry.

WHAT is the ideal size of a 
church? When has it become too 
big? When should it think in 
terms of fostering a new congre 
gation in an adjacent territory? 
These are questions that might 
bring a variety of responses.

Before addressing ourselves 
specifically to them we would do 
well to consider what the church 
is for. What are its goals? How is 
its success to be measured?

In the broadest terms the pur 
pose of the church could be laid 
out in the words of John the 
Baptist, "To make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord."

This definition implies both 
winning people to Christ and 
aiding in their spiritual maturity. 
Some would define evangelism as 
the church's supreme mission. But

evangelism sometimes becomes 
an end in itself, when really it is 
only the means to an end. Equally 
important is what happens to the 
people after they have been 
evangelized and accepted the 
gospel message.

Evangelism without a burden 
for a further work of spiritual 
growth will likely be oriented 
toward success. If success- 
oriented, the goal is produc 
tivity. Then what counts is 
image. When that happens the 
soul is reduced to just one more 
person to be counted. Cod's 
plan for the church is much more 
than this.

It is most fully outlined by the 
apostle Paul in Ephesians 
4:11-15. Verse 11 lists the various 
gifts of the church apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors 
and teachers. Verse 12 declares 
that these gifts are given "for the 
perfecting of the saints." It is

true that one is perfect through 
the imputed righteousness of 
Christ the moment the soul is 
surrendered to Christ. But Cod's 
plan is that the new convert, 
through the imparted righteous 
ness of Christ, become experien- 
tially what he is positionally.

Cod plans for the members of 
His church to become full 
grown, mature, complete. He 
wants them to function to full 
capacity. The challenge given the 
ministry is to bring them up to 
their full potential. To accomplish 
this, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are 
poured out on the church 
(see Gal. 3:3). The achievement of 
our potential is the purpose of 
the trials that are permitted to 
come our way (see James 1:2, 3). 
Here is the purpose of suffering 
(see 1 Peter 5:6). It is even stated 
that the purpose of the Word is 
that we may grow thereby 
(see chap. 2:2).
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All that is provided for us 
through the church, as well as all 
that is permitted in our experi 
ence, is designed to lead us to 
perfection maturity.

This was the great passion of the 
apostle Paul. To the Colossians 
his preaching and teaching was 
"that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus" 
(Col. 1:28). In chapter 4:12 he 
says, "that ye may stand perfect 
and complete in all the will of 
God." To the Corinthians, his 
final wish was "even your per 
fection." And he concluded, 
"Finally, brethren, farewell, Be 
perfect" (2 Cor. 13:9, 11).

Every one of the early church 
leaders had this same objective in 
mind, this same passion. And 
this is to be the work of church 
leaders today. We are told, "When 
the character of Christ shall be 
perfectly reproduced in His 
people, then He will come to 
claim them as His own. It is the 
privilege of every Christian not 
only to look for but to hasten the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
 Christ's Object Lessons, p. 69.

It is terrible to think that by our 
failure to enter into this experi 
ence we are delaying the coming 
of our Lord. In Ephesians 4:12 
the apostle Paul uses the key 
phrase that expresses the whole 
plan of God for the church. It is 
"for the perfecting of the saints." 
It is time that we take this ob 
jective seriously, if we are ever 
"to make ready a people pre 
pared for the Lord."

Having emphasized the pur 
pose of the church, let it now be 
added that a mature church re 
produces itself. Babies don't have 
babies. Mature people do. 
Furthermore, shepherds don't 
have sheep. Sheep do. Isn't that 
what Paul tells us in Ephesians 
4:12? The gifts were given "to 
equip God's people for work in 
his service" (N.E.B.).*

According to this, who is to do 
the work of the ministry? The 
saints! Beck's translation reads, 
"To get His holy people ready to 
serve as workers." The pastor- 
shepherd is to bring the saints to 
maturity and to equip them that 
they in turn might effectively carry 
on the work of ministry.

The leaders of the New Testa 
ment church saw the gospel

spread and multitudes gathered in 
as the lay members whom they 
shepherded and equipped went 
out with a holy zeal to tell the 
story of Jesus' love. This clearly is 
also the pattern for today. When 
the followers of Christ are mature 
and properly instructed, ministry 
is just naturally the burden of 
every one of them.

We are told, "All must now 
work for themselves, and when 
they have Jesus in their hearts they 
will confess Him to others. No 
more could a soul who possesses 
Christ be hindered from con 
fessing Him than could the waters 
of Niagara be stopped from flow 
ing over the falls." Testimonies, 
vol. 2, p. 233.

We often have the whole thing 
backwards. The minister wears 
himself out trying to get the lay 
men motivated to do what he is 
motivated to do. But if he will 
give himself wholly to the building 
up and equipping of the saints, the 
Holy Spirit will motivate the 
mature saints to do the work of 
ministering.

Maturing and Ministry 
Go Together

It should be emphasized that 
the work of maturing and the work 
of ministering go together. The 
new Christian must begin to share 
his faith at once, lest it be lost. 
But he will need spiritual nur 
ture and practical instruction. Note 
the following pertinent counsel:

"Just as soon as a church is 
organized, let the minister set the 
members at work. They will need 
to be taught how to labor suc 
cessfully."  Evangelism, pp. 353, 
354. (Italics supplied.)

"Personal responsibility, per 
sonal activity in seeking the sal 
vation of others, must be the 
education given to all newly come 
to the faith."  Ibid., p. 354.

"Teach them by giving them 
something to do, in some line of 
spiritual work, that their first love 
will not die but increase in fervor." 
—Ibid., p. 356.

"Let him seek to keep the 
church alive by teaching its mem 
bers how to labor with him for the 
conversion of sinners. This is 
good generalship; and the result 
will be found far better than if he 
should seek to perform the work 
alone."  Ibid., p. 357.

This leads us back to our origi 
nal question. If the work of the 
pastor is that of building up the 
spirituality of the church and in 
structing and organizing them for 
the work of soul winning, then 
how large must a church be and 
when does it become too large? 
Obviously a church is never too 
small to enter into this program. 
But if the plan is followed it will 
grow. When its growth in numbers 
begins to inhibit its effectiveness, 
then it is time for some of the 
members to form the nucleus of a 
new congregation.

Whether or not the church is 
fulfilling its mission according to 
the New Testament pattern will 
depend largely upon the nature of 
the nurturing and training that is 
given. This Biblical concept is 
vital to adequate leadership in our 
churches. A small church of 50 or 
100 members, or 250 members, is 
not, just because of its size, ful 
filling its role any better than 
a church of 1,000 or even 3,000 
members. A pastor of a large 
church with a well-organized 
program and well-trained staff may 
be succeeding far better in per 
fecting the saints and equipping 
and directing them in the work of 
the ministry than is the pastor of 
the smaller church whose main 
obsession is getting a call to a 
larger pastorate.

Pastor John McArthur, when 
called to Grace Community church 
in Panorama City, California, had 
many great ideas and almost 
worked himself to death trying 
to keep up with them. One 
day a well-intentioned man said 
to him, "You know what your 
problem is, McArthur? Your prob 
lem is that you are too immature 
to do what God has called you to 
do, and let the rest go." This led 
him to covenant with God to 
spend five to six hours every day 
with the Word of God and forget 
about much of the trivia. Telling 
of this experience, he says, "When 
that began to happen I began to 
see real miracles taking place."

"I Can't Handle All These People"
During the week he would pore 

over the Word of God, then on 
Sundays he would pour out to the 
people the message God had laid 
upon his heart. For the first time 
he began to see the people grow,

8 THE MINISTRY/DECEMBER, 1974



and as they grew they began to re 
produce.

It is interesting that those minis 
ters who today tend to down 
grade the power or importance of 
preaching are for the most part 
those who have long since left 
off preaching the Word and sub 
stituted philosophies of their own, 
social issues, or intellectual dis 
sertations. It is through the 
preaching of the Word that the 
spirituality of the congregation is 
built up and growth occurs.

Pastor McArthur discovered 
that Biblical preaching with a 
passion for the "perfecting of the 
saints" became a reproductive 
pattern of teaching. Suddenly 
various ministries began to de 
velop so rapidly he could hardly 
keep up with them. The members 
became burdened to get things 
done. One saw the need for a 
tape ministry. Others felt bur 
dened to organize Bible-study 
groups and prayer groups. The 
pastor did not have to start 
any of them. He simply fed them 
with the Word, and the Holy 
Spirit did the motivating. When he 
went to the hospital to visit sick 
members others of the church

people. I am only interested in 
what Cod is doing in the lives of 
those He has already given me."

"Our task is not to put on a 
program," he points out. "It is not 
to entertain. It is not to put on a 
musical extravaganza. Our task 
simply stated is to equip the 
saints for the work of ministering."

We marvel at such a program. 
Isn't this God's plan for every 
church? Isn't this the way the work 
entrusted to the Advent Movement 
will be finished? It happened at 
the Panorama City church because 
the pastor caught a vision of what 
the church is all about, and de 
termined by the grace of God to 
follow it.

Now what has this to do with 
the size of the church? We can 
see that as the church grows, the 
dangers inherent in its admini 
stration increase. Even under the 
most gifted, dedicated leadership, 
with consecrated, properly trained 
lay workers, the task of properly 
shepherding, nurturing, and train 
ing every member becomes more 
difficult. The work can so easily 
degenerate into formal organiza 
tion without the personal intimacy 
so essential.

Instead of worrying about filling empty 
pews, we should become concerned about
filling the occupied ones.

were already there. Others were 
taking tapes around to the shut- 
ins. Some secured a bus and be 
gan bringing people to church. 
The saints began to do the work 
of ministering. Within three years 
the membership grew from 500 
to 3,000.

Before this, Pastor McArthur had 
spent most of his time worrying 
about the empty pews, and build 
ing up the statistics. "Now," he 
says, "I don't ask God for other 
persons at least until 1 have done 
something for those He has al 
ready given me. It scares me 
when so many people come. I 
say, 'Lord, it's enough. I can't 
handle all these people. I don't 
know what's going on and whether 
or not they are being properly 
discipled.' " He adds, "1 am not 
interested in having so many

In trying to summarize what has 
been said, let me suggest the 
following:

1. The ministry needs a clear 
vision as to what the church is all 
about, according to the New 
Testament plan.

2. Every pastor should re-evalu 
ate his program to see how closely 
it fits the pattern God has given 
and then do whatever is necessary 
to bring it into line.

3. When a church reaches the 
size where individual members 
could be more effectively nur 
tured and equipped for service by 
forming a new congregation in 
new territory, this step must be 
taken, no matter how traumatic.

4. An important factor that 
should help in making this de 
cision, other than that of numbers, 
would be the nature of the leader 

ship offered the new congrega 
tion, whether ordained or lay. 
Separation from a large church 
just for the sake of being small 
may not of itself be an asset. The 
ideal would be for the mother 
church to continue a very real 
personal interest in the new ven 
ture until it is well groomed and 
functioning on its own according 
to the New Testament plan.

5. When a church reaches an 
active membership of from 200 to 
250, it has reached a growth level 
where it can function at maximum 
efficiency and should thereafter 
think in terms of fostering a 
daughter congregation. A church 
of this size is large enough to have 
every department function effec 
tively. It is small enough to offer 
the intimate fellowship that every- 
member participation requires. 
Also, organizing another congre 
gation will have the advantage of 
placing an Adventist church in a 
new geographical area that must 
be reached with the message.

When this concept grips the 
hearts of pastors and laymen it 
should eliminate competition for 
the greatest statistics. There will 
be no passion for numbers. 
Rather, the concern will be for the 
members how are they growing? 
How effective is their witness? As 
the church grows, this concern 
for the individual will lead the 
church to encourage members to 
move to smaller churches, where 
they can be more useful, or to 
form new congregations, that the 
work may grow more rapidly.

Finally, the result will be that 
set forth in Ephesians 4:13-15: 
"Till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ. . . . 
But speaking the truth in love, may 
grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ."

In following this suggested 
program, the pastor will actually 
be doing "the work of perfecting 
the saints," the saints will do the 
work of ministering, the body will 
be built up, and all will be brought 
into the unity for which Christ 
prayed. ^

* From The New English Bible. © The Dele 
gates of the Oxford University Press and the Syn 
dics of the Cambridge University Press 1970. Re 
printed by permission.
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An Open Letter
Continued from page 3

A very pertinent comment on 
this story states, "The Saviour's 
mission on earth was fast drawing 
to a close. Only a few months re 
mained for Him to complete what 
He came to do in establishing the 
kingdom of His grace. Yet human 
greed would have turned Him from 
His work to take up the dispute over 
a piece of land. But Jesus was not 
to be diverted from His mission. ... 
Christ gave the man plainly to un 
derstand that this was not His work. 
He was striving to save souls. He 
was not to be turned aside from this 
to take up the duties of a civil mag 
istrate."  Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 
217. 
Forced Labor?

The principle stated here cannot 
be misunderstood. The Saviour's 
business and the church's business 
should be identical! But is it? Let 
me quote the next sentence which 
is startling in its import. "Howoften 
today labor is forced upon the 
church that should never be al 
lowed to enter the work of the 
gospel ministry!" Ibid. (Emphasis 
supplied.)

If this last statement was a fact 
in the day when it was written, I 
wonder what Cod would add or 
subtract if He were to update it.

Brother Pierson, some of us be 
lieve that the time has come when 
every facet of our church program 
needs to be re-examined in the 
light of the gospel commission. 
This goes for The Ministry maga 
zine, the Ministerial Association, or 
any other part of the church pro 
gram.

Our world is doomed. You have 
heard, I'm sure, the illustration of 
the airliner in trouble. Under nor 
mal circumstances it would be en 
tirely appropriate to serve meals, 
hand out newspapers and maga 
zines, pass out gum and candy, and 
for the pilot to announce the 
weather and the distance to the 
destination. But all of these normal 
activities are abandoned when 
there is a possibility of a crash. 
Priorities are immediately estab 
lished. Everything possible at this 
point must be done to save the 
lives of those on board.

Today the church is not existing 
under normal circumstances. 
The crash is coming and may be

on us much sooner than we think. 
Routine business must be laid 
aside, and emergency measures 
taken to fulfill the mission of the 
church. Anything and everything 
that does not contribute to the ful 
filling of our great commission 
should be eliminated from our 
agendas, our budgets, our plans. 
It's time to carefully consider the 
question, What are our priori 
ties?

This is an earnest appeal that the

bit of leaven we have permitted 
God to put in the church in these 
final hours of human history will 
now be permitted to work until the 
whole world has a chance to share 
with us the blessed experience of 
salvation through Christ alone. 

Yours for an expanded revival and
reformation,

J. R. Spangler

P.S. In future open letters we 
would appreciate the opportunity 
of being more specific.

Lay Minister Finds His Niche 
and Solves Methodist 
Problem
CARRIE LA BRIOLA
Religious News Service Correspondent

HARVEYSBURC, Ohio Once, not so long ago, the 
church was the center of small town and rural life. Cer 
tainly it was the spiritual center, often the social center, and 
sometimes the political center. Times change. People 
move. New habits emerge. What happens, then, to a small 
church with eight or ten faithful attenders on a Sunday 
morning?

Most such churches fade away. The Harveysburg United 
Methodist church here was facing that possibility. But it is 
now the scene of an experiment that, if successful, may 
bring new hope to hundreds of other small town and rural 
churches.

The experiment involves the revival of an old category of 
Methodist leadership: lay preachers. A Wilmington, Ohio, 
businessman, William Haines, is the newly appointed lay 
preacher at Harveysburg. He is able to devote more time to 
pastoral responsibilities than the ordained man the church 
once shared on a "circuit" basis.

Mr. Haines recently sold a camera shop he had main 
tained for eighteen years. He took a job with the Clinton 
County Engineer's Office in order to make himself avail 
able for church work. On his first Sunday in Harveysburg, 
Mr. Haines had thirty people in the congregation, and 
fifty persons attended a reception to welcome the lay 
preacher and his wife.

"Everybody is elated," says Mrs. Lucy McCarren, church 
treasurer. "We found that we could have services every 
Sunday and visitation. It's like everybody's come alive." 
Members of the church, especially the elderly, have missed 
the pastoral visitation, which a minister serving three 
churches and teaching could not provide.

Mr. Haines feels he was led by God to Harveysburg. 
While the lay preacher has attended worship all his life, he 
says he "met the Lord just six years ago." The former 
camera shop owner is following a course of home study to 
receive his formal license as a lay preacher.

Dr. Howard Spitnale, superintendent of the Wilmington 
District of the denomination's Ohio West Conference, be 
lieves there are many lay persons and retired ministers who 
would excel in small town and rural ministries. "We're 
trying to be creative with a small church," he explains. 
"We're trying to find avenues to be successful in the small 
church. We're handicapped by numbers, but at the mo 
ment there is a lot of enthusiasm in Harveysburg."
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MY PERISH
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LEO RANZOL5N
Leo Ranzolin is an associate secretary of the General Conference Youth Department.

"MY PEOPLE perish for want 
of knowledge." * This is the 
Lord's complaint in Hosea 4:6. 
The people in the days of 
Hosea were starving for real 
food, the Word of God, and 
it was the priests who were to 
blame for this famine.

Picture, if you can, a starving, 
pale, and sick Christian. A 
Christian who has not been 
fed the bread of life, someone 
who has a vitamin B (Bible) 
deficiency. There he is in the 
pew pale, weak, no response, 
no matter what the minister 
does. Too often his is a lethargy 
that results from lack of food.

I have seen many children 
with oversize tummies and 
big eyes who are starving for food. 
They seem to be full, but not 
of food; it's worms and wind. 
A Christian who is not properly 
fed or does not eat from the 
bread of life becomes a center 
for other philosophies and is 
full of pride and conceit, puffed 
up. Sooner or later he will die.

A Christian who listens to 
a sermon and does not respond is 
like a starving child. Ask her 
to play, to run, to jump; there 
is no reaction, no desire. 
There is no energy, no response. 
She needs to be nurtured first.

She needs to be cured. Then 
there will be a new zest in life. 
So it is with the Christian!

Seventh-day Adventists need to 
be nurtured with the Word of 
God and it is our responsibility 
as ministers to preach the 
Word and "feed our congregations 
with the solid bread of life. 
If fed properly they will respond 
to our appeals and gladly 
accept our challenges. Promotion, 
goals, enthusiasm will not 
help a starving Christian. He 
needs vitamin B (Bible). Have 
you seen a healthy child at 
play? There is energy coming 
out in all directions. He never
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seems to get tired. There is an 
endless flow of energy as if 
Niagara is moving within him.

Isn't this a picture of what 
Adventists ought to be? Restless, 
active, with the same kind of 
zeal found in the primitive 
church and in those who carried 
the torch of the gospel during 
centuries of persecution. They 
did not have time to talk 
about the latest fads and 
fashions. They had a message: 
"Jesus is coming again. We saw 
Him go up. He will come again."

Think for a moment of the 
experience of the disciples on 
their way to Emmaus. They were 
discouraged, depressed, 
disconsolate. The Saviour had 
been killed and they did not 
know that He had been resur 
rected. What was it that brought 
light, joy, and vigor to their 
lives? The presentation of 
the Word of Cod. While 
Christ, whom they did not 
recognize at first, was explaining 
the Word, they saw the promises, 
the prophecies, the plan of 
salvation. They saw Christ in 
the Scriptures.

Present Christ in Scripture

This is our responsibility 
and task to the world and to 
the church to present Christ 
in the Scriptures. Doing so 
will bring new life to discouraged 
hearts, to depressed souls; for 
later on the two disciples, 
as they shared what the 
experience had meant to them, 
said to each other, "Did not 
our heart burn within us, while 
he talked with us by the way, and 
while he opened to' us the scrip 
tures?" (Luke 24:32).

How can we present Christ 
in the Scriptures, though, if we 
preach our whole sermon 
without opening a Bible? How

can the congregation follow the 
Bible or become acquainted 
with what it is saying if the 
minister himself does not quote 
from it? How can our starving 
Laodicean people be fed if the 
minister preaches "my opinion" 
about guilt, anxiety, and all 
kinds of puffed-up philosophies, 
when he ought to be asking, 
"What is the Word of the 
Lord to us?"

Cause of Mental Weakness
"My people perish for want of 

knowledge," says God! Ellen G. 
White writes: "A failure to study 
God's word is the great cause of 
mental weakness and inefficiency. 
In turning from this word to 
feed on the writings of un 
inspired men, the mind becomes 
dwarfed and cheapened. It is 
not brought in contact with 
deep, broad principles of eternal 
truth. The understanding adapts 
itself to the comprehension 
of the things with which it is 
familiar, and in this devotion to 
finite things it is weakened, 
its power is contracted, and 
after a time it becomes unable 
to expand." Counsels to 
Parents and Teachers, p. 441.

Paul was aware of this 
shortage and was constantly 
warning ministers and disciples 
of the need to preach the 
Word. In 2 Timothy 4:2 he 
says, "Preach the word; be instant 
in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all long- 
suffering and doctrine." Paul 
was happy that Timothy learned 
the Word of God fro'm his mother, 
Eunice, and grandmother, 
Lois, and was able to share it 
effectively. But even to Timothy 
he said, "Study to shew thyself 
approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of 
truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). The last part 
of the verse in Portuguese 
says, "One who handles well the 
word of truth."

Timothy could preach the 
Word because in his youth he 
had learned the Word. "But 
continue thou in the things 
which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing 
of whom thou hast learned 
them; and that from a child 
thou hast known the holy

scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus" (chap. 3:14, 15).

Youth today are especially 
hungry for the Word of God. 
They want to see Christ in the 
doctrines as did those disciples 
of Emmaus. As ministers of God 
we must feed them. A group 
of young people in Atlanta, 
Georgia, has asked their pastor 
to feed them the Word of 
God. They meet on Friday 
nights and together study 
the doctrines of the church 
because they feel a strong 
desire to share the Bible with 
their neighbors and friends. 
Another group in Takoma Park, 
Maryland, has started a series of 
Bible studies on Friday 
nights. What else can we do 
to help the youth and people 
in our churches?

More Power Than Philosophies
As ministers of God we 

must preach the Word. We need, 
more than ever before, to 
open the Bible before the 
people and read and study it 
carefully from the pulpit. The 
Word of God has more power 
than all the philosophies in 
the world. The Bible shouldn't 
just be used as a means to hide 
your outlines as you progress with 
your sermon.

The Bible rebukes the sinner 
and rebukes sin. Jesus had power 
in His voice when He said, 
"It is written," and He quoted 
from the Bible. I have seen 
people possessed by the devil, 
restored by the reading of the 
Word of God. I remember 
especially one man who was 
possessed by the enemy. As 
the Word of God was being 
read to him he would ask us 
to stop, and would say, "What a 
whip, what a whip!" Another 
wanted to reach out, pick up the 
Bible and destroy it. There is 
power in the Word of God as 
Christ the Saviour is presented 
in this wonderful Book.

"Those who minister in the 
word must have as thorough a 
knowledge of that word as 
it is possible for them to obtain," 
Ellen G. White counsels. "They 
must be continually searching, 
praying, and learning, or the
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people of God will advance 
in the knowledge of His word 
and will, and leave these 
professed teachers far behind. 
Who will instruct the people 
when they are in advance of their 
teachers? All the efforts of 
such ministers are fruitless. 
There is need that the people 
teach them the word of Cod 
more perfectly before they 
are capable of instructing 
others." Testimonies, vol. 2, 
p. 499.

At the 1973 Annual Council 
Pastor Roland Hegstad told 
of a minister who took time 
to explain to his congregation the 
significance of the Biblical 
reference to the two cities of 
Dan and Beersheba. At the 
end of the sermon a lady came 
to him and thanked him for 
explaining what this meant. 
She had always thought that they 
were man and wife like Sodom 
and Gomorrah! What a calamity! 
Yet many times we are brought 
up short with the evidence 
that some of our young people 
and brethren do not know 
the Word of God. They don't 
study it as they ought to.

Ellen G. White says to teachers: 
"The youth are in need of 
educators who will keep the 
principles of the word of God 
ever before them. If teachers 
will make Bible precepts their 
textbook, they will have 
greater influence over the 
youth. They will be learners, 
having a living connection with 
God. They will endeavor to 
inculcate ideas and principles 
that will lead to a fuller knowledge 
of God, an earnest, growing 
faith in the blood of Christ, 
and in the power and efficiency of 
His grace to keep them from 
falling. They will constantly 
seek to build up the strongholds 
of a healthy, well-balanced 
Christian experience, that 
their students may be qualified 
for usefulness." Counsels to 
Parents and Teachers, p. 430.

Challenge to Seminary Teachers

This special challenge 
comes to the theologians and 
teachers in our seminaries. Let 
us study the Word with the 
future ministers of the church.

"The Bible teacher should

be one who is able to teach 
the students how to present the 
truths of the word of God in a 
clear, winning manner in 
public, and how to do effective 
evangelistic work from house to 
house. It is essential that he 
be skillful in teaching those 
who have a desire to work 
for the Master how to use wisely 
that which they have learned. 
He should instruct the students 
to approach the study of the 
Bible in the spirit of humility, 
to search its pages, not for 
proof to sustain human opinions, 
but with a sincere desire to 
know what God has said."  
I bid., p. 431.

Parents also have a responsibility 
in this matter. They must take 
time to study for themselves 
and be able to explain the 
meaning of the Word and 
make it plain and clear to 
their children. "Parents should 
be studying the Word of God 
for themselves and for their 
families. But instead of this,

many children are left to grow 
up untaught, unmanaged, 
unrestrained. Parents should 
now do everything in their 
power to redeem their neglect 
and place their children 
where they will be under the 
very best influence.

"Then search the Scriptures, 
parents. Be not only hearers; 
be doers of the Word. Meet 
God's standard in the education 
of your children." Child 
Guidance, pp. 66, 67.

We all have failed to study 
and use the Word of God as 
we should. But it is not too late 
for a new beginning. Christ 
is waiting eagerly at the 
door of our homes and our 
churches to come in and reveal 
Himself to us in His written Word. 
There is no reason why any of 
His people today should perish 
"for want of knowledge." ^

* From The Jerusalem Bible, copyright   1966 
by Darton, Longman and Todd, Ltd., and 
Doubleday & Company, Inc. Used by permission 
of the publisher.

Hold Fast to These Three
ERNEST LLOYD

"Now abideth faith, hope, love, 
these three" C\ Cor. 13:13, A.R.V.). 
"Faith, hope, love" the inde- 
structibles, the abiding things! 
The apostle Paul in his beautiful 
message to the church makes it 
clear that "these three" will 
abide. They were placed by God 
in the very heart of man in the be 
ginning. They have kept man go 
ing forward through the centuries 
in his earthly pilgrimage. They will 
survive the awful storms of de 
struction that sweep the globe.

Sometimes the winds of mis 
fortune, sorrow, and trouble 
spring up and blow our snug little 
scheme of living all askew. And if 
we are not watchful and vigilant, 
our faith may go "out the win 
dow." We must hold fast to faith.

We must hold fast to hope. 
Hope elevates and strengthens 
and inspires. Some of the most 
wonderful and soul-stirring verses

of the Book are those in which 
hope appears: "The God of 
hope"; "We are saved by hope"; 
"Christ in you, the hope of glory"; 
"begotten us again unto a lively 
hope"; "that blessed hope." 
These are expressions that minis 
ter to the development of our 
spiritual strength. Hope reaches 
into the glorious eternity.

We must hold fast to love, for 
love is the greatest thing in the 
world. It is God's greatest gift to 
man, for "God is love." It is be 
cause love is the first fact of all 
facts in the gospel of Christ that 
the gospel is fitted to be a uni 
versal gospel. An idea is not the 
same thing to every mind, but love 
is the same thing to every heart. 
True obedience springs from love. 
"He that loveth not knoweth not 
God."

FAITH   HOPE  LOVE  THESE 
THREE. Hold them fast.
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E. I, CLEVELAND

BAPTISM
A Legitimate Church Priority

THE HOT sun shone brightly 
against the sparkling waters of 
the Caribbean. Ten thousand peo 
ple lined the seashore singing 
hymns, awaiting the beginning of 
the baptism. History was made 
that day as 644 people were im 
mersed in water in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins. Four hundred and eighty of 
them were brand-new Seventh- 
day Adventist Christians. The 
others were backsliders and Chris 
tians who sought a renewal of 
their faith.

Forty preachers stood for over 
three hours baptizing until this 
divine work was done. It was an 
occasion never to be forgotten by 
those who witnessed it. As the 
slanting rays of the setting sun 
beamed their final benediction 
upon that day, heaven rejoiced, 
hell trembled, and the sons and 
daughters of God shouted for joy.

Baptism is a major part of the 
legitimate business of the church. 
"Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost" 
(Matt. 28:19). By submitting to this 
God-ordained rite, the participant 
expresses faith in the death, bur 
ial, and resurrection of our Lord 
(Rom. 6:4, 5). It is, therefore, a 
principal objective of our ministry 
to lead a man into this act of faith.

The apostles viewed baptism as 
being so important they felt every 
one ought to have this experience. 
"Then Peter said unto them, Re 
pent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye

E. E. Cleveland is an associate secretary 
of the General Conference Ministerial 
Association and associate editor of 
The Ministry.
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shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost" (Acts 2:38). Baptism is, 
therefore, legitimatized by the 
command of our Saviour, and by 
the common practice of the early 
apostles. But the problem today is 
that the church is so far removed 
from its early origins that some of 
its members and ministers seem 
to believe that it can exist without 
baptism. In fact, some members 
are uncomfortable when baptism 
time comes around.

This Laodicean attitude is epito 
mized by some rather familiar 
expressions, such as, "We don't 
want any evangelist coming in 
here and creating ill will in the 
community." Or, "These new peo 
ple are not thoroughly grounded 
and are therefore not ready for 
baptism." Or, "Our minister is 
just rushing people into the water 
to make a record with the con 
ference."

Parents sometimes show their 
lack of interest in the baptismal 
rite when they are approached by 
their 10- and 11-year-old children 
who wish to be baptized and tell 
them, "You are too young." Or, 
"You are not old enough to know 
what you are doing." (Where in 
the Scriptures are we told that it 
is better to give Christ our lives 
when we are old than when we 
are young?)

Some of our dear believers have 
been in the church so long that 
they have forgotten how they 
came in. Yes, that some man of 
God led them gently into the wa 
ters of the baptistry and immersed 
them in that name that is above all 
other names. They have become 
harsh and judgmental and would 
convert the church of God into a 
social club, accepting some and 
refusing others on man-made 
grounds.

Let all such remember that 
Christ called it "my church" 
(Matt. 16:18) and that therefore 
the temple of God is His, not 
ours, and we are privileged to be 
members of His body. Let no man, 
then, stand between a man and 
the God he seeks at His altar. But 
let us stand aside in awe at the 
miracle of conversion and the 
work of the Holy Spirit upon the 
human heart.

Contribute to Laodicean Attitude

Contributing to this Laodicean 
attitude on the part of some of 
the laity is the attitude of some 
of the ministry. Believe it or not,



there are some preachers who 
are not overly enthusiastic about 
having a baptism and who make 
little or no effort to achieve it. 
They have become so busy with 
the routine of running the organi 
zational structure that this com 
mandment of the Lord has com 
pletely eluded them.

You see, they have more im 
portant things to do like running 
committees and participating in 
board meetings and conducting 
the business of giant institutions. 
After all, the finances of an or 
ganization have to be monitored, 
salaries have to be paid, policies 
have to be set, slogans have to be

dreamed up, and pronounce 
ments have to be made. What 
does it matter if the baptismal 
pool is dry?

I think I can answer that ques 
tion. If the baptismal poo! were to 
remain dry there would be no or 
ganization to run, no decisions to 
be made, no one to man the com 
mittees indeed, no committees, 
no departments to function, no 
board members to assemble, no 
choir to sing. In short, there would 
be no church. One inevitable 
conclusion follows: The baptismal 
waters must be continually trou 
bled, not only to maintain what 
we have but to be the aggressive 
force for which the church was 
intended when implanted in the 
earth.

Indeed, a part of our compara 
tive paralysis is that we have sub 
stituted the secondary for the 
primary and in too many men's 
minds the conquest for lost souls 
personally entered into by the 
minister is secondary to one's 
status in the organization. In pur 
suit of a selfless ministry, the job 
must always supersede the posi 
tion, and only a selfless ministry 
can receive the full endorsement 
of the Holy Spirit.

So the command to teach and 
baptize is the legitimate church 
priority and all else is tributary to 
this. We have seen the ultimate 
end of the authoritarian institu 
tional approach exemplified in 
the papal church of the Middle 
Ages. We cannot be satisfied with 
even a modification of this trav 
esty. The Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, though organized, must 
never partake of the pomp and 
circumstance consequent to the 
hierarchal form. It must be a 
seamless-garment, sandal-shod, 
straight ministry that functions

where men are, leading them 
where they ought to be, and the 
constantly troubled baptismal 
waters must symbolize this spirit.

This must be said again and 
again in our churches, our con 
ference offices, our schools where 
seminarians are trained that we 
may develop sound values and 
balanced judgments, and, above 
all, form perfect channels for the 
working of the Holy Spirit's power.

Clergy-Oriented Skepticisms

There are also clergy-oriented 
cynicisms toward baptism that 
need to be dealt with. First of all, 
there is skepticism about an or 
ganization that promotes baptism. 
Serious questions exist as to 
whether or not it ought to be ex 
ternally encouraged. It is further 
pointed out that this tends to 
encourage preachers to "scramble 
to meet quotas." The opinion is 
expressed that the minister should 
just be left alone to work accord 
ing to his internal lights and the 
church should be satisfied with the 
results. It is further pointed out 
that no statistics should ever be 
kept, for these tend either to pride 
or depression. And, furthermore, 
if a minister is converted, he will 
do his work on his own and does 
not need promotional "prodding."

In all honesty let us state that 
there is a grain of truth in all of 
this, but there is also a grain of 
error. Let us begin with this busi 
ness of statistics. Acts 2:41 indi 
cates that the early disciples were 
not afraid of statistics. "Then they 
that gladly received his word were 
baptized: and the same day there 
were added unto them about 
three thousand souls." It seems 
that the Holy Spirit inspired Dr. 
Luke to include that important 
statistic. I wonder why?
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And in chapter 4:4, "Howbeit 
many of them which heard the 
word believed; and the number of 
the men was about five thousand." 
Now once again we are introduced 
to a statistic. I wonder why? Then 
in chapter 5:14 we read these 
words, "And believers were the 
more added to the Lord, multi 
tudes both of men and women." 
Then chapter 6:7, "And the word 
of God increased; and the number 
of the disciples multiplied in 
Jerusalem greatly; and a great 
company of the priests were obe 
dient to the faith."

You will notice the words of the 
scriptures, "multitudes," "a great 
company," "about three thou 
sand," "about five thousand," and 
we could go on. It seems that the

ord of missionaries who have la 
bored arduously under forbid 
ding circumstances over a period 
of years without realizing one 
convert, but they were laying the 
groundwork for the evangelistic 
explosion now taking place in 
some of those areas of the earth. 

The statistician's pen could not 
possibly reveal Heaven's evalua 
tion of these efforts, nor could 
cold figures anticipate the ulti 
mate results of these initially non- 
statistical efforts. But there are 
some things that statistics do tell. 
They tell us whether the work of 
God is heading in the right direc 
tion. They should inspire the in 
dividual minister to greater heights 
in evangelistic endeavor than 
heretofore. Statistics should en-

We must labor on as if the winning 
of a soul is our business, knowing all 
the while that it is God's.

Holy Spirit approves the statistical 
approach that encourages and that 
inspires. Statistics of themselves 
do not inherently tend to pride, 
and are, therefore, not sinful. 
Statistics monitor the operation. 
And while they do not tell all, they 
are vague indicators of the pres 
ence of God at work in His church 
and, as indicated before, have 
been with us since apostolic times.

Things Statistics Can't Measure

Of course, there are some 
things that statistics don't meas 
ure. They can never reflect the 
time, energy, and prayerful con 
cern expended over the conver 
sion of one soul on the part of the 
pastor or the evangelist. Nor do 
statistics properly explain other 
variables such as extremes in 
climate, or the difficulty of preach 
ing in countries that have restric 
tive state religious systems. Nor 
do statistics always tell of the 
sparsely populated areas that con 
stitute some pastoral districts, so 
that five baptisms in Alaska may 
equal in significance 100 baptisms 
elsewhere. Or two conversions 
in Jerusalem may equal or excel 
twenty-five in Washington, D.C.

There is also the historical rec-

courage a field to lift its sights, 
taking into consideration past ac 
complishments, and statistics 
should encourage our hearts that 
God is at work in our midst.

Need for Statistics

Of course, there are those 
whose sensitivities are offended 
by statistics. These conscientious, 
well-meaning brethren would not 
want the "right hand to know what 
the left hand is doing." They 
would simply "do the work" and 
"leave the results to God." There 
are, however, certain difficulties 
with the above suggestion.

There is a gas gauge on an auto 
mobile to let you know when you 
are low on fuel. There is a speed 
ometer there to let you know 
when you are driving under or 
exceeding the speed limit. There 
are monitoring systems through 
out man-made machines that serve 
as indicators as to the relative 
health of the automobile. There 
are the oil gauge and the transmis 
sion gauge, all of these things 
serving a useful purpose. This, in 
my view, is the basis of the need 
for a statistical reading on the 
comparative health of the spiritual 
body of Christ.

In the field of medicine, doctors 
have stethoscopes, they have 
thermometers and machines to 
check the status of one's physical 
vital life signs. Many lives have 
been saved because of these mon 
itoring systems. It is important that 
the body of Christ be monitored as 
to the status of its vital spiritual 
life signs.

The New Testament Scriptures 
clearly indicate that large num 
bers of accessions to the faith sig 
nificantly revealed the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the church. These 
statistics are encouraging and do 
not of themselves tend to pride. 
Some are forever caught up in the 
process with little concern for 
results. The baptismal command 
clearly indicates that Christ is in 
terested in results, and in the very 
last book of the Bible, in Revela 
tion 14:1, "And I looked, and, lo, 
a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, 
and with him an hundred forty 
and four thousand, having his 
Father's name written in their 
foreheads."

While this statistic may be sym 
bolic of a larger or smaller number 
of people, it is nevertheless there 
to denote the enormity of the 
scope of the ultimate gospel re 
sult. Revelation 7:9 adds, "After 
this I beheld, and, lo, a great 
multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kin 
dreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and be 
fore the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands." 
"And one of the elders answered, 
saying unto me, What are these 
which are arrayed in white robes? 
and whence came they?" (verse
13). "And I said unto him, Sir, thou 
knowest. And he said to me, 
These are they which came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb" (verse
14).

Inspired by this immeasurable 
statistical projection, we must 
labor on as if the winning of a 
soul is our business, knowing all 
the while that it is God's, and we 
must resist the temptation of 
Laodicean pride in the knowledge 
of our growth, but in humility 
confess to God that things would 
be better if we were better, and 
in His name pledge ourselves to 
the task! ^
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WHEN YOU go fishing for bass 
you may catch a bluegill; but when 
you go fishing for bluegill it isn't 
very likely that you will come up 
with a bass. When Jesus compared 
the work of evangelism with fish 
ing He knew that some men would 
be easier to catch than others, 
just as some fish are easier to 
catch.

It appears that too often we gear 
our evangelistic and missionary 
thrust primarily toward reaching 
"fringe" groups, such as the poor, 
divorcees, alcoholics, the illiterate, 
and others who feel a very definite 
need in their lives, without hav 
ing to have a desire created. 
What would happen if we would 
raise our sights and try to reach 
the central influence groups men 
like ministers, doctors, teachers, 
lawyers, or other professional 
men whose influence would reach 
out in ever-widening circles, 
even to the fringe groups?

In theory this sounds like a 
wonderful idea, but it has been 
well-nigh abandoned by most 
evangelists and ministers because 
they soon discover that it is much 
easier to baptize those in the 
fringe groups. Doctrines are ac 
cepted much more quickly by 
them, since they usually will ac 
cept the authority of the instructor 
without diligently investigating 
each teaching thoroughly. Those 
who comprise the leadership class 
tend to feel little need, bring up 
difficult points that are hard for us 
to deal with, and are often on a 
higher plane than we are intellec 
tually, socially, or financially.

To demonstrate that this con 
cept of reaching influential group 
leaders really does work, take the 
example of Geoff, a Columbia 
Union College premedical stu-
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dent. He began working for a 
young man who was president 
elect of the student association at 
a college near Geoff's home. Af 
ter much prayerful effort by 
Geoff and some of his friends, 
Chuck accepted Christ and was 
baptized at a summer camp meet 
ing. Chuck never went back to 
serve as student association pres 
ident, but instead attended CUC 
as a theology major.

Diane, one of Chuck's friends, 
was a new Christian and didn't 
know anything at all about Sev 
enth-day Adventists. Prior to 
Chuck's conversion she tried to 
lead him to Christ, but without 
success. After Chuck's conversion 
she began attending some in 
formal meetings conducted by 
local Adventist youth, because she 
wondered what they had that was 
strong enough to make Chuck 
want to be a Christian. She found 
out and was soon rejoicing in the 
third angel's message also.

Diane arranged for a young area 
pastor to speak to an interdenomi 
national Christian group at the 
same college Chuck had previ 
ously attended. This group in 
cluded faculty, as well as students. 
They liked him so well that they 
invited him back one day a week,

on a regular basis. Later they in 
sisted on twice a week. The pas 
tor began his relationship with this 
group by showing extra interest in 
the students and faculty who ap 
peared to be the strongest thought 
leaders of the group. He gained 
their confidence; and they influ 
enced the others to put credence 
in the truths the pastor was pre 
senting.

A very close bond developed 
between the pastor and the Chris 
tian group at this college. By the 
end of the spring term about one 
fourth of the group had become 
Adventists. Every one of these stu 
dents either is already in full-time 
denominational employment or is 
preparing for it. Each of them is an 
active soul winner. Each has 
greatly enlarged his circle of in 
fluence within his family and peer 
group. The circle is expanding to 
include leaders of other Christian 
youth groups who are now shar 
ing the Adventist message with 
more than 200 non-Adventist 
youth.

If our work is centered on those 
who are influence leaders, does 
this mean that our work for the 
fringe groups will be neglected or 
ignored? No, what it actually 
means is that more are reached in 
those classes in the long run. The 
leadership group expands, and its 
influence produces more soul- 
winning personnel. Thus more 
avenues of soul winning are 
opened.

"It requires much wisdom to 
reach ministers and men of in 
fluence. But why should they be 
neglected as they have been by 
our people? ... If we can win to 
Christ and the truth souls to 
whom God has entrusted large 
capabilities, our influence will, 
through them, be constantly ex 
tending, and will become a far- 
reaching power for good."  
Evangelism, pp. 562, 563. ^
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Preparation 
for Marriage
N. R. DOWER

PERHAPS the greatest single 
neglect in the whole human ex 
perience is proper preparation for 
marriage. Yet whether we realize 
it or not, people are being pre 
pared for marriage. It is my firm 
conviction that the tragic results 
evident in so many homes are the 
product of this preparation.

Next to preparation of children 
for the kingdom of heaven, prep 
aration of the child for marriage is 
doubtless a parent's greatest single 
responsibility. Everything that he 
says and does actually contributes 
to this whether for good or for 
evil. This is a fearful reality, and 
all parents need to be aware of it.

When does this preparation be 
gin? Some time ago I saw a ser 
mon title that intrigued me, "Life 
After Birth." Of course, this was 
speaking of the new birth, and was 
in contrast to the familiar evan 
gelistic topic, "Life After Death." 
Of the two I think the first is the 
more important, for the prepara 
tion begins at birth or even before, 
and continues on "till death do us 
part."

What Must the Child Be Taught?

What are the things that must be 
taught if proper preparation is to 
be made? The child must be 
taught:

Self-control. This is vital and re 
quires among other things, care 
ful, prayerful but firm discipline. 
"Whom the Lord loveth he chas- 
teneth" (Heb. 12:6), and parents 
will too.

The development of right hab 
its. These do not come about by
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accident. They must be learned 
and daily practiced.

The lesson of dependence. You 
will notice that I have not said in 
dependence, but dependence. 
Dependence upon parents, oth 
ers, and God, is something that 
must be taught. My experience 
indicates that independence is a 
much greater barrier to happiness 
in marriage than dependence. For 
among other things the capacity 
to make a person, husband or 
wife, feel not only wanted but 
needed is an essential stimulus to 
personal growth and develop 
ment in marriage.

We have been told that it was 
when his first son was born that 
Enoch began his walk with Cod. As 
he observed the utter dependence 
of the little infant upon his parents 
and his complete trust in them, he 
learned the lesson of complete 
dependence and trust in God. 
This is the ultimate in the walk 
with God and of righteousness by 
faith.

How to share in every way.
How to work and relate to re 

sponsibility. Children should be 
taught from the earliest years to 
accept assignments and carry the 
responsibility of seeing that a job 
is well done. The parent has the 
responsibility of seeing to it that 
the child does his appointed 
task.

How to grow up. "When I was a 
child, I spake as a child, I under 
stood as a child, I thought as a 
child [I played as a child, I acted as 
a child]: but when I became a 
man, I put away childish things 
[including the pouting, childish 
disposition]" (1 Cor. 13:11).

How to get along with people. 
How to relate to people in all cul 
tures, under varied conditions, is

a vital lesson to be learned by 
everyone. But it is especially vital 
in preparation for marriage.

How to receive as well as how 
to give. This is a gracious art and 
needs to be well developed.

How to express love. This must 
be learned. It does not come 
merely by doing what comes nat 
urally.

How to express appreciation. 
This is one of the great things that 
will be evident in the life of the 
one properly prepared for mar 
riage. It stimulates love.

How to relate to problems, 
abuse, criticism, anger, unkind- 
ness, prejudice, hate. This means 
the temper must always be under 
control.

How to relate to temptation. 
"My son, if sinners entice thee, 
consent thou not" (Prov. 1:10). 
"But thou, O man of God, flee 
these things" (1 Tim. 6:11). "Cease 
to do evil; learn to do well" (Isa. 
1:16, 17). "Overcome evil with 
good" (Rom. 12:21). "A soft an 
swer turneth away wrath: but 
grievous words stir up anger" 
(Prov. 15:1). "When lust hath con 
ceived [and given time it will], it 
bringeth forth sin" (James 1:15). In 
other words, keep the passions 
and emotions under control.

How to worship and maintain 
a truly joyous experience in Christ. 
Each person needs to learn to ap 
preciate the joy and happiness of a 
better world.

These lessons should be, and 
are being taught day by day, con 
sciously or unconsciously, posi 
tively or negatively.

The School's Responsibility
In limitless ways, the school 

must sense a responsibility of sec 
onding the work done in the home



in preparing our young people for 
marriage. In the important areas 
of learning good habits, getting 
along well with others, learning to 
work and play together, and the 
many other avenues of self-ex 
pression in a group setting, our 
schools have a priceless privilege. 

What better place to teach our 
youth to study and pray together. 
Through meaningful classes in 
areas of physiology and body care, 
as well as in the development of 
right attitudes and practices, our 
schools may make a major con 
tribution to our youth.

Our schools can also be helpful 
in the vital areas of proper re 
lationships between the sexes. 
In classes in homemaking and 
responsibility sharing, in parent- 
child relationships, in child-to- 
child matters, and later in youth- 
to-youth relationships much can 
be presented to our young people 
that will make a major contribu 
tion to their future security and 
happiness.

The Christian school, together 
with the Christian home, can be 
used of Cod in giving guidance to 
our youth that will help them to 
be able to approach marriage with 
good reason to expect success and 
continued happiness.

In our colleges, and perhaps 
in the later years of academy, 
courses should be offered that will 
set forth the basics essential for 
the establishment of a happy 
home. If the home fails in this 
area, and so many do, then the 
school must not fail. This may be 
the only hope that some of our 
youth have of ever receiving 
proper training for the second 
most important decision of their 
lives.

What a great thing it would be

if in the setting of the spiritual 
exercises and classes this kind of 
work could be done. This would 
help to undo the tragic training 
of the street, and the mass com 
munications media, and set forth 
in a delicate but appealing way 
the great love of God for His 
children, and His desire for them 
in wholly satisfying home rela 
tionships.

The Church's Responsibility
Some ask, What can the church 

do in this area? By faithfully in 
structing, supporting the home

and school, and initiating such 
programs as home health, home 
relationships, parent-child work 
shops, and home care, it can make 
its great contribution to our youth 
and to our future homes.

No pastor who has a shepherd's 
love for his sheep will want to 
neglect any opportunity to render 
such service to his people. In in 
formal classes, in formal training 
programs, in arranging for group 
activities and group sharing, he 
may assist our youth in the de 
velopment of right attitudes and 
practices.

Three essential elements—the home, the school, and the church.
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Many of our youth come from 
divided homes and do not attend 
our schools. Their only hope is for 
the church to step in and fill the 
need. By pastoral counseling and 
personal interest, by using his own 
home as a place where proper 
ideals and concepts are demon 
strated, the pastor can set the 
stage for limitless assistance to 
our dear youth.

Through sermons on the home, 
on child training, on the sacred- 
ness of the family ties and the mar 
riage vows, by presenting God's 
counsels on divorce and remar 
riage, by sharing the beautiful con 
cepts and inspired counsels of the 
Spirit of Prophecy, the concerned 
pastor can help our interested and 
needy young people.

There is another way in which 
the church can make a major con 
tribution. It is in the service offered 
by its pastor in prayerfully coun 
seling those who are having prob 
lems in the home. If this is done in 
the spirit of Christ and by sharing 
the counsels of Scripture, he may 
be able to assist troubled partners 
in marriage in solving their prob 
lems and enjoying the true happi 
ness that God intended for the 
home.

In the home, the school, and 
the church, our most creative 
minds should be developing up- 
to-date, meaningful help both for 
the homes of the church and of 
the community. We may be a 
great source of support for trou 
bled people that will enable the 
church to meet the staggering 
problem that exists in our society 
today.

Joint Responsibility
The bride and the groom should 

seek to learn together that which 
will contribute most to the suc 

cess of their marriage and to their 
ultimate happiness, both in this 
life and in the life to come.

God's beautiful plan is the de 
velopment of holy, healthy, happy 
people. He wants them now and 
He wants them with Him through 
out eternity.

God's original plan has not 
changed. Marriage is still sacred. 
Marriage is still for keeps, "till 
death do us part." Death is the 
only dissolving factor in God's 
ideal plan. We must constantly 
stress the fact that divorce is a 
very, very poor substitute, even at 
best, and should be avoided like 
the plague.

It is vital that thorough and 
practical preparation should be 
made before marriage in the 
home, in the school, in the church, 
in individual relationships, both 
separately and jointly.

The marriage relationship, if en 
tered into in harmony with God's 
ideal and plan, contributes vitally 
to the wholeness of the individ 
ual. Man is not complete in God's 
plan without the woman. Neither 
is the woman complete without 
the man. It is still "not good for 
man to be alone."

Marriage pays rich dividends in 
health, in happiness, and in holi 
ness if both partners seek and 
endeavor to follow God's purpbse 
and plan. I have been greatly 
impressed by reading "A Parent's

Marriage pays
rich dividends in health,
in happiness,
and in holiness . . .

Prayer" by Dr. Carry C. Myers, 
taken from Highlights for Chil 
dren. Blessed is the child who is 
prepared for life and marriage by 
such a parent whose prayer is an 
swered.

"Oh, God, make me a better 
parent. Help me to understand 
my children, to listen patiently to 
what they have to say and to an 
swer all their questions kindly. 
Keep me from interrupting them, 
talking back to them and contra 
dicting them. Make me as courte 
ous to them as I would have them 
be to me. Give me the courage to

confess my sins against my chil 
dren and to ask of them forgive 
ness, when I know that I have 
done them wrong.

"May I not vainly hurt the feel 
ings of my children. Forbid that 1 
should laugh at their mistakes or 
resort to shame and ridicule as 
punishment. Let me not tempt a 
child to lie and steal. So guide 
me hour by hour that I may dem 
onstrate by all I say and do that 
honesty produces happiness.

"Reduce, I pray, the meanness 
in me. May I cease to nag; and 
when I am out of sorts, help me, 
Oh Lord, to hold my tongue.

"Blind me to the little errors of 
my children and help me to see 
the good things that they do. Give 
me a ready word for honest praise.

"Help me to treat my children 
as those of their own age, but let 
me not exact of them the judg 
ments and conventions of adults. 
Allow me not to rob them of the 
opportunity to wait upon them 
selves, to think, to choose, and to 
make decisions.

"Forbid that 1 should ever pun 
ish them for my selfish satisfac 
tion. May 1 grant them all of their 
wishes that are reasonable and 
have the courage always to with 
hold a privilege which I know will 
do them harm.

"Make me so fair and just, so 
considerate and companionable 
to my children that they will have 
a genuine esteem for me. Fit me to 
be loved and imitated by my chil 
dren.

"With all Thy gifts, Oh God, do 
give me calm and poise and self 
control."* jfe

* "A Parent's Prayer/' by Dr. Carry C. Myers, 
editor in chief of Highlights for Children. Used 
by permission.
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Control Systems 
and Evolution

ERIC MAGNUSSON

THE ARGUMENT about the most 
plausible explanation for the 
origin of plants and animals on 
this planet is difficult to win. The 
idea of Creation can receive only 
indirect support from scientific 
evidence, because the creative 
acts were supernatural events and 
therefore lie outside the realm of 
science. And although most scien 
tists would agree about the high 
improbability that natural proc 
esses can account for the intrica 
cies of plant and animal life, it is 
hard for them to exclude the evo 
lutionary postulate completely.

However, the picture changes 
when we consider the "control 
systems" that have been provided 
at all levels of function in animals 
and plants. The huge range of au 
tomatic devices designed for such 
tasks as saving fuel, detecting 
poisons, and avoiding production 
bottlenecks is most difficult to ac 
count for by the theory of natural 
selection. At the same time these 
contrivances suggest more 
strongly than anything else that 
the characteristics of plants and 
animals were designed at one time 
and not added piece by piece. It is 
in focusing on automatic control 
devices that the evolutionary 
mechanism appears most improb 
able, perhaps actually impossible.

Control of Enzyme Synthesis

The most remarkable examples
 and the most difficult to explain
 are the switching mechanisms 
found within the single cell. Be 
tween 1950 and 1960 biochemists 
came to appreciate the relation 
ship between the enzymes re 
sponsible for the chemical activity 
of cells and the genes responsible 
for the enzymes. To each enzyme 

Eric Magnusson is president of Avon- 
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there corresponds a specific sec 
tion of DNA somewhere along the 
length of one of the chromosomes 
of the cell. Along the length of this 
section is written in a chemical 
code the specification for the con 
struction of the enzyme. What 
was not initially appreciated was 
that there also exist many lengths 
of DNA in the chromosomes that 
are concerned, not with instruc 
tions for building enzymes ("struc 
tural genes"), but with controlling 
the assembly of enzymes so that 
they are produced only when they 
can actually benefit the cell.

The first example of a "control 
gene" to be discovered was found 
in a species of bacterium that in 
habits the human alimentary tract 
and is known as Escherichia coli. 
E. coli is capable of surviving un 
der very stringent conditions, 
taking advantage of whatever 
foodstuff happens to be available. 
To facilitate this survival, it has 
available a range of enzymes to 
help it "digest" the kinds of food 
it happens to come in contact with 
and, accordingly, it possesses 
genes enabling it to produce these 
enzymes.

E. coli possesses only one 
chromosome and has genes for 
only about 3,000 enzymes, which 
is why it is so convenient to study. 
(The fact that the specifications 
for 3,000 separate proteins, each 
with an average of 400 amino acids 
in precise sequence, can be called 
"convenient" gives a hint of what 
may be expected in more complex 
cells!) Quoting the number of 
3,000 makes it clear why control 
of synthesis of the enzymes is 
necessary. Enzyme synthesis is so 
efficient that the cell would quickly 
burst if this process were not 
checked.

One set of E. coli genes con 

tains the code for a set of enzymes 
required for the breakdown of 
lactose, often called milk sugar. 
Although a relatively uncommon 
nutrient, lactose is sometimes 
used by the bacteria, and this spe 
cial set of enzymes is therefore 
held in readiness. However, the 
cell never bothers to synthesize 
these enzymes from the instruc 
tions available in the genes until 
the genes are switched on, and 
this does not occur unless lactose 
is actually available to the cell as 
a foodstuff. (See Fig. 1.)

The switch mechanism works 
like this. 1 All the genes required 
for production of the lactose-split 
ting enzymes are clustered in one 
part of the bacterial chromosome, 
and in that same location there 
are two additional lengths of 
DNA. One of these contains in 
structions that enable the cell to 
construct a substance known as 
"represser," which is of such a 
design as to attach itself specifi 
cally to the other length of chro 
mosome located just ahead of the 
three lactose genes. Whenever 
"represser" is in position in that 
location it prevents the DNA code 
for the three enzymes from being 
decoded and the enzymes syn 
thesized.

But if the cells are growing in a 
medium that contains lactose, the 
lactose molecules are occasionally 
transported through the mem 
brane of the cell and metabo 
lized, and one of the products 
attaches itself to "represser," 
which is specially shaped to permit 
this attachment. When this attach 
ment is made "represser" is no 
longer able to attach itself to the 
DNA, the "roadblock" is removed, 
and normal transcription and 
translation of the code and syn 
thesis of the enzymes proceed. 2
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Because of the large numbers
of mutations required, it is unthinkable

that the exact sequence of amino acids in a protein
being produced by regulatory genes could be accomplished

as a result of natural selection.

It is no simple matter to design 
a protein such as "represser/' 
capable of being tightly bound to 
two very different substances, one 
of which prevents the other one 
from being bound, but not vice 
versa. Apparently it is worthwhile 
for the cell to go to this trouble, in 
spite of the fact that represser 
molecules are large and compli 
cated proteins with no function 
other than regulation. Many other 
enzyme systems are regulated in 
the same way, and chaotic over 
production in the cell is avoided. 
The device is very efficient. In 
E. coll the lactose-splitting en 
zymes are 1,000 times scarcer 
when the genes are repressed 
than when lactose is present and 
their synthesis is switched on.

In the case of the enzymes re 
quired to synthesize histidine the 
problem is rather different. His 
tidine is an amino acid required 
for the synthesis of enzymes (in 
cluding the enzymes required for 
the synthesis of histidine!), and 
no bacterium can ever be sure that 
it will not have to manufacture it 
for itself hence the existence of a 
set of nine enzymes that convert 
a readily available substance to 
histidine in eleven steps (two of 
the enzymes are used twice over). 
On the other hand, it is costly to 
manufacture such a large packet 
of complicated proteins if histi 
dine is already available in the 
diet, so a mechanism exists to 
switch the whole synthetic proc 
ess off.

What the Regulation of Enzyme 
Synthesis Implies

There are three problems for 
any naturalistic theory of origins 
that are exposed by enzyme- 
synthesis control systems. The first 
problem occurs whenever the 
word enzyme is used. It occurs 
because of their ability to perform

one particular task with high effi 
ciency in biochemical terms, 
their specificity. A protein pro 
duced by regulatory genes can:

1. assume a stable, folded struc 
ture and, in some cases, 
build itself to correct size by 
attaching to other identical 
proteins to form an "oligo- 
mer" (literally, a small seg 
ment);

2. adhere specifically to the sec 
tion of chromosome just 
ahead of the appropriate 
structural genes it is designed 
to regulate; and

3. link with an inducer molecule 
in such a way as to disrupt its 
attachment to the operator 
site.

This is evidence of high preci 
sion in their design, something 
difficult to imagine as the result 
of random mutation in previously 
existing proteins with completely 
different functions. In the "lac

operon" (Fig. 1) the represser pro 
tein is able to recognize and bind 
a specific section of DNA only 
0.001 per cent of the total length 
of the chromosome, do it effi 
ciently, and never choose the 
wrong site.

Evolution by natural selection 
implies that each mutation pro 
duced an advantage to the species 
sufficient to ensure that other 
organisms without it would die 
out. With such precise design it is 
clear that large numbers of muta 
tions would be required before 
the required sequence of amino 
acids could be achieved. It is 
unthinkable that each intermediate 
mutational step could be accom 
panied by the required advantage 
to make natural selection possible.

The other problems pinpointed 
by represser proteins are in a 
slightly different category. They 
concern (1) the positioning of the 
genes on the chromosome and, 
(2) the fact that the binding of a 
"represser" to the operator site is

REGULATORY 
GENE

Fig. 1

STRUCTURAL GENES

REE REPRESSOR 
(INDUCER ATTACKED)

A map of the portion of the chromosome of the bacterium E. coli known as the "lac 
operon" responsible for synthesis of three enzymes for splitting the sugar lactose (the 
"structural genes") and for regulation of that synthesis (the regulatory gene and the operator 
site). The regulatory gene contains the code for production of "represser," a large protein 
shown attached to the operator site, where it prevents the following three structural genes 
from being transcribed and translated into the three enzymes. Represser is prevented 
from hindering this process if inducer (made from lactose) is attached to it.
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The complex interlocking
of the molecular mechanisms inside cells
and the calm strategy with which they are

regulated are among the clearest evidences of divine design
to be found anywhere in nature.

prevented by the molecule whose 
presence or absence is the reason 
for the regulation, such as lactose 
or histidine.

In the first case, there is the 
difficulty of accounting for the 
presence of the structural genes 
in adjacent positions immediately 
following the operator site. Since 
the repression of synthesis de 
pends on stopping the cell's de 
coding machine as it moves along 
the chromosome, it is vital that 
the operator site be located pre 
cisely at the head of the struc 
tural genes and that they be all lo 
cated together.

However it is exceedingly diffi 
cult to contemplate how they 
could migrate from some other 
part of the chromosome (where 
they were produced randomly), 
and even harder to see how they 
could have been randomly pro 
duced all in the same place. One 
possible way to solve the problem 
has been suggested but rejected 
because the evidence is against 
it. 1 With as many as nine genes, 
as in the histidine case, the prob 
ability of such events' occurring 
by random processes is infinitesi 
mal.

The dual binding ability of a 
represser molecule poses what 
might be called a "logical prob 
lem" for evolutionary explana 
tions of origins.

The advantage of developing a 
represser (presuming, among 
other things, that the structural 
genes are already aligned and 
ready to be repressed) depends 
on the represser's ability to bind 
both the effector (e.g., lactose) 
and the operator site. But devel 
oping a represser by natural se 
lection would be a long job. To 
produce a protein as large, as 
accurate in its recognition of the 
correct operator site, and as ef 
fective in its binding would require

many hundreds of mutational 
steps, taking at the very least, 
thousands of generations.

The advantage of having a re 
presser to bind to the operator 
site applies only if the inducer 
molecule is absent during this 
time, which it cannot be, because 
it must be present to confer the 
other half of the advantage  
"switching-on." If only half of 
the advantage is sought, then a 
represser is not needed at all! 
Either leave the structural genes 
to be continuously synthesized or 
delete them altogether. But to 
develop the advantage or a con 
trol system gradually it is necessary 
for lactose (or histidine, et cetera) 
to be simultaneously present and 
absent!

Control of Enzyme Activity

Many enzyme systems avoid the 
"too-much-of-a-good-thing" prob 

lem by using the "negative 
feedback" idea utilized in the ball- 
cock commonly used in water 
cisterns and reservoirs. As the 
water rises to the level specified 
the floating ball gradually closes 
the cock. Likewise, rising concen 
trations of enzyme products (such 
as the amino acid isoleucine, pro 
duced by an important chain of 
enzymes in many organisms) per 
mit them to be caught and bound 
by one of the enzymes, usually 
the first in the chain. This enzyme 
is designed so that any attachment 
of the end product prevents the 
normal enzyme function from be 
ing carried out, and the produc 
tion line stops until the excess 
supply of the product is used up.

More ingenious still are the 
control systems designed to keep 
up supplies of a product used by 
the cell for several distinct pur 
poses. Here there are provided 
several distinct enzymes (called 
isoenzymes) capable of produc 

ing the same product, but each 
designed to be inhibited by a 
different end product, so that 
excess of one of them switches off 
only a part of the production line 
and does not close it down com 
pletely!

Another method of control is 
the use of some appropriate sub 
stance to activate the enzyme 
when it is needed, otherwise 
leaving it in "mothballs." One 
example of this method is the use 
of glucose phosphate to stimulate 
the final enzyme involved in the 
conversion of glucose (blood 
sugar) to glycogen (the form in 
which excess carbohydrate is 
commonly stored in the human 
body). Even if these systems do 
not generate the logical paradox 
in as acute a form as happens with 
suggestions of an evolutionary 
origin for represser proteins, they 
still confront that hypothesis with 
the obstacle of explaining how the 
development of a "switched-off" 
enzyme could ever be beneficial 
to the cell.

The list of regulatory devices is 
long, but all parts of it tell the 
same story that living cells were 
designed and produced as going 
concerns. Modification and diver 
sification by natural selection has 
certainly operated in the plant 
and animal kingdoms ever since 
their creation, but the conclusion 
that there was originally a Creation 
is hard to escape. The complex 
interlocking of the molecular 
mechanisms inside cells and the 
calm strategy with which they are 
regulated are among the clearest 
evidences of divine design to be 
found anywhere in nature. ^

1 B. Muller-HiH, Angewandte Chemie (Inter 
national Edition, 1971), vol. 10, p. 160.

2 See R. H. Utt, ed., Creation: Nature's De 
signs and Designer (Mountain View: Pacific 
Press, 1971).
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C. R. STANLEY

IF I BE LIFTED UP
"THE MYSTERY of the cross ex 

plains all other mysteries." The 
Great Controversy, p. 652. Locked 
up in this statement is a profound 
truth, which, when fully grasped 
and acted upon, can greatly im 
prove our private and public min 
istry. There is a mysterious power 
emanating from the cross that 
draws men heavenward.

All of us, I'm sure, at some time 
in our ministry, have been con 
cerned about the limited results in 
soul winning when compared with 
the effort expended. How often 
we have felt inadequate for the 
encounter with hardened sinners. 
Looking back on my own ministry,

C. R. Stanley is Ministerial Association 
secretary of the Australasian Division.
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I am sure much more could have 
been accomplished if I had more 
fully comprehended that in uplift 
ing the crucified Saviour a 
mysterious power touches the sin 
ner's heart such as nothing else 
does. As I face 1975 I am led to 
conclude that my success in soul 
winning will be commensurate 
with my ability to present "the 
sacrifice of Christ as an atonement 
for sin ... the great truth around 
which all other truths cluster."  
Evangelism, p. 190.

The Bible is not given primarily 
as a book of theology. It is a 
biography. Speaking of the Scrip 
tures, Jesus said: "They are they 

v which testify of me" (John 5:39). 
In Luke 24:44 we read: "And 
he said unto them, These are

the words which I spake unto you, 
while I was yet with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled, which 
were written in the law of Moses, 
and in the prophets, and in the 
psalms, concerning me." Christ 
the Creator is found in the first 
verse of the Old Testament and 
again in the first verse of the New 
Testament. He is the subject mat 
ter of the books of Moses, the 
psalms, the prophets, and the 
final benediction of Revelation. 
However, the Bible does not pri 
marily reveal details of a life, but 
of a death.

The suffering and death of Jesus 
Christ is the supreme event of the 
Bible. The apostle Peter declares, 
"But those things, which God 
before had shewed by the mouth
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of all his prophets, that Christ 
should suffer, he hath so ful 
filled" (Acts 3:18). The death of 
Jesus Christ was the subject mat 
ter of the prophets from the very 
beginning. Paul likewise says, "For 
I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins ac 
cording to the scriptures; and 
that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according 
to the scriptures" (1 Cor. 15:3, 4). 
Rightly understood, the Holy 
Scriptures come into sharp focus 
upon the cross. In the words of 
Dr. T. A. Pierson, "Every sacrifice 
presented, from the hour of Abel's 
altar fire down to the last passover 
of the Passion Week, pointed as 
with flaming finger to Calvary's

cross. Yea, all the centuries moved 
as in solemn procession to lay 
their tributes upon Golgotha."  
Many Infallible Truths, p. 39.

As the cross is the heart of the 
Bible, then it would be right to 
conclude that every doctrine of 
the Bible gathers its luster from 
Calvary. The servant of the Lord 
beautifully expresses this truth in 
these words: "In order to be 
rightly understood and ap 
preciated, every truth in the Word 
of God, from Genesis to Revela 
tion, must be studied in the light 
that streams from the cross of 
Calvary."   Evangelism, p. 190. 
Every doctrine is best illuminated 
by the cross.

Cross-centered preaching is 
foolishness in the eyes of the

world, but those who proclaim it 
see it by faith as an unexplainable, 
mysterious drawing power. No 
other subject that a minister pro 
claims is more arresting and mov 
ing. Notice how Jesus on the road 
to Emmaus gave meaning to the 
death that had caused His disciples 
to be downcast. From the Scrip 
tures, as recorded in Luke 24:26 
and 27, He portrayed the proph 
ecies of the Messiah's death. As 
sociated with these words was a 
mysterious power that touched 
the dejected disciples. Their own 
report of how they felt, when 
the crucified Christ was presented, 
follows: "Did not our heart burn 
within us, while he talked with us 
by the way, and while he opened 
to us the scriptures?" (Luke 24:32).
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Here is a graphic illustration of 
the truth that when the death of 
Christ is unfolded the hearts of 
men are mysteriously touched 
and moved.

On the day of Pentecost, Peter 
preached to the multitude about 
Christ crucified and raised. In 
Acts 2:37 he reiterates the truth 
of the cross, and that mysterious 
power always associated with the 
uplifted cross "pricked" the 
hearts of those hardened sinners, 
and they exclaimed, "Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?" Here 
is the first example in the Christian 
church of the unexplainable power 
that is always associated with the 
uplifting of the cross of Christ. 
Here the words of Jesus were 
dramatically illustrated. "And I, 
if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me" (John 
12:32).

Likewise, when the death of 
Christ was unfolded to the 
Ethiopian (Acts 8:32, 33) his dark 
ened heart was illuminated and 
he requested baptism. Could it 
be that we have lost some de 
cisions for baptism because our 
faith has been more in the argu 
ment of scriptural evidence than 
in the moving power of the cross 
to bring about decision?

It is only at the cross that man 
beholds the sinfulness of sin. 
When the sinner sees that God

There is an
unexplainable power that 
touches the hearts 
of men as they behold 
the Lamb of God 
lifted up upon 
Calvary's cross.

"spared not his own Son, but de 
livered him up for us all" (Rom. 
8:32) he is then better able to un 
derstand the nature of disobedi 
ence. From Steps to Christ, page 
31, we read: "The exceeding sin- 
fulness of sin can be estimated 
only in the light of the cross." Sin 
will never be regarded in its 
enormity until man stands at Cal 
vary and gazes in awe at the amaz 
ing sacrifice required to atone for 
disobedience. When he stands to 
view that sacrifice, then an unex 

plainable, mysterious power that 
Cod has promised to give begins 
to touch his heart.

In our ministry we are to appeal 
to men to stop transgressing Cod's 
holy commandments. Now, while 
strong arguments have to be 
brought forth to convince the 
intellect, we must not fail to pre 
sent the consequences of trans 
gression as viewed at the cross. 
"As Christ draws them to look 
upon His cross, to behold Him 
whom their sins have pierced, the 
commandment comes home to the 
conscience." Ibid., p. 27.

When we consider the apos 
tasies from our church, would it 
not be right to conclude that 
sometimes men have decided in 
favor of truth because of its over 
whelming evidence without 
being converted to Christ? Why is 
this so? In examining my own 
ministry, I would agree that the 
following words put the finger on 
the heart of the problem:

"Some ministers err in making 
their sermons wholly argumenta 
tive. There are those who listen to 
the theory of the truth, and are 
impressed with the evidences 
brought out; then, if Christ is pre 
sented as the Saviour of the world, 
the seed sown may spring up and 
bear fruit to the glory of God.

"But often the cross of Calvary 
is not presented before the people. 
Some may be listening to the last 
sermon they will ever hear, and a 
golden opportunity, lost, is lost 
forever. If in connection with the 
theory of the truth, Christ and His 
redeeming love had been pro 
claimed, these might have been 
won to His side." Gospel Work 
ers, p. 158.

When the cross is omitted from 
our sermons or Bible studies, they 
are like Cain's offering. By them 
men may be intellectually con 
vinced and decided for the Sab 
bath or other related truths; but 
if they are not directed to the foot 
of the cross and their hearts are 
not pricked we shall have nom 
inal Christians, who, like Saul 
before the Damascus road, make 
a great show of religious zeal.

Paul's decision "For I deter 
mined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2) should 
be ours in the light of the follow 
ing instruction: "Of all professing

Christians, Seventh-day Adventists 
should be foremost in uplifting 
Christ before the world."  
Evangelism, p. 188.

The jeering of the rabble ceased 
at the cross when Christ died, and 
an awesome fear gripped the 
hearts of the multitude. Even the 
supervising Roman centurion, who 
had witnessed many such scenes, 
tremblingly declared: "Truly this 
was the Son of God." There is an 
unexplainable power that touches 
the hearts of men as they behold 
the Lamb of God lifted up upon 
Calvary's cross. Observe for your 
self in your preaching or in your 
Bible studies how the sneering, 
disbelieving countenance is 
changed when you speak of Christ 
and Him crucified.

When all other evidence failed 
to bring conviction into the heart 
of Thomas it was the testimony 
of the cross that led him to ex 
claim, "My Lord and my God." 
Commenting on this, the servant 
of the Lord says:

"In His treatment of Thomas, 
Jesus gave a lesson for His follow 
ers. His example shows how we 
should treat those whose faith is 
weak, and who make their doubts 
prominent. Jesus did not over 
whelm Thomas with reproach, 
nor did He enter into controversy 
with him. He revealed Himself to 
the doubting one. Thomas had 
been most unreasonable in dictat 
ing the conditions of his faith, but 
Jesus, by His generous love and 
consideration, broke down all the 
barriers.

"Unbelief is seldom overcome by 
controversy. It is rather put upon 
self-defense, and finds new sup 
port and excuse. But let Jesus, in 
His love and mercy, be revealed as 
the crucified Saviour, and from 
many once unwilling lips will be 
heard the acknowledgment of 
Thomas, 'My Lord and my God.' " 
 The Desire of Ages, p. 808.

Let us unashamedly, confidently, 
and believingly lift up the cross 
before the people, for therein is 
an unexplainable power that 
touches the hearts of men more 
than anything else we may pro 
claim. It is so because the Lord 
has pronounced it to be so. "And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me" (John 
12:32). ^
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WHATEVER became of sin? 
Since 1973 when Karl Menninger's 
book raised this question, there 
has been a noticeable shift in em 
phasis of the role played by both 
clergymen and the church in the 
treatment of the mentally ill and 
the maintenance of mental health.

That Menninger should have 
spoken with such forthrightness 
and moved so specifically into the 
area of morality and the role of 
the clergy in his book Whatever 
Became of Sin? in itself demands 
attention. This is especially true 
of the very direct role he sees for 
the clergy in the prevention and 
treatment of the mentally ill, and 
in helping those who are facing 
the problems of strain, stress, and 
tension in this hectic world of 
today.

In the epHog, Menninger points 
out that popular learning is against 
notions of guilt and morality and 
that ". . . certainly no one talks 
about sin." 1 Yet, he sees in sin 
and the morality gap some of the 
greatest problems facing the hu- 

, man race, especially in the field 
of mental health. Menninger is 
sues a strong clarion call for the 
clergy to reassume spiritual lead 
ership, which is so essential to the 
mental health of the community 
at large. "Some clergymen prefer 
pastoral counseling of individuals 
to the pulpit function," he asserts, 
"but the latter is a greater oppor 
tunity to both heal and prevent." 2

Since this call comes to us from 
one of the best-known psychia 
trists of the present era, it must 
not be taken lightly. He points out 
that "clergymen have a golden

Colin D. Stand!sh, Ph.D., is president 
of Columbia Union College.

sin, 
stress,

and sanity
opportunity to prevent some of 
the accumulated misapprehen 
sions, guilt, aggressive actions, 
and other roots of later mental suf 
fering and mental disease." 3 In 
discussing the way in which 
clergymen can best achieve this, 
he says "Preach! Tell it like it is. 
Say it from the pulpit. Cry it from 
the housetops. What shall we cry? 
Cry comfort, cry repentance, cry 
hope." 4

Could it be that many of the 
mental problems we face today 
result from the abdication of their 
role by those who are chosen of 
Cod to seek the spiritual regen 
eration of mankind? When so 
many of the clergy have begun to 
see their role in the light of coun 
seling and caring for the social 
needs of the community, it may 
be that a challenge like Mennin- 
ger's is necessary to reorientate 
the Christian ministry to its most 
important role, that of caring for 
the spiritual needs of the flock in 
a manner that in turn will have 
vital implications for the mental 
and emotional health of the com 
munity.

One of the most important 
areas of concentration on the part 
of psychologists in recent times 
has been in the area of guilt. For 
many years psychologists have in 
clined strongly away from the 
classical Christian view that guilt 
results from the breaking of God's 
moral law, which in turn results in 
separation from communication 
with Cod.

There have been many attempts 
to either ignore guilt, to ration 
alize it, or to encourage a view of 
guilt-inducing behavior that leads 
to a reduction, if not elimination, 
of guilt in the wrong way. It is

COLIN D. STANDISH

therefore refreshing to read the 
kind of appeal that Menninger has 
made in which he rediscovers the 
rightful role of the church in the 
handling of guilt.

The Bible makes it clear that 
guilt has its source in the breaking 
of God's commandments. In fact, 
right in the third commandment 
we are told that the Lord will not 
hold us guiltless if we take His 
name in vain (Ex. 20:7). Leviticus 
6:4 and James 2:10 also confirm 
that sin and the breaking of 
God's law result in guilt on the 
part of the lawbreaker.

Ignoring Will Not Eradicate

No amount of effort to ignore 
or to rationalize can in any way 
eradicate the experience of guilt. 
Many who have sought to do just 
this, have failed. Obviously, the 
Christian has access to the only 
valid way to eliminate guilt by 
the submission of his life to the 
love of Jesus. 1 John 1:9 provides 
the real answer to the eradica 
tion of guilt and sin from the life.

This is reaffirmed in the Old 
Testament where we have such 
assurances as the promise that 
"as far as the east is from the west, 
so far hath he removed our trans 
gressions from us" (Ps. 103:12). 
Coming to Jesus leads to a new 
relationship in which guilt no 
longer has dominion in the life. 
Paul, too, confirms that victory 
in Christ results in the elimina 
tion of guilt. "There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit" (Rom. 8:1).

It seems clear that the minister 
has a vital indeed, an indispen 
sable role in leading his congre-
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gation to recognize that the only 
way in which guilt can be eradi 
cated is through a right relation 
ship with Jesus.

Guilt Has Vital Role

Too often guilt has been viewed 
as counter-productive to sound 
human development. But there is 
a vital role for guilt in the experi 
ence of every human being. Guilt 
is the internalized reaction that 
results from doing that which 
separates from God. This kind of 
guilt should lead to God, the 
Source of true forgiveness, and 
the consequent elimination of 
such guilt feelings. Here alone is 
the real answer to the massive 
psychological problems faced by 
those whose lives are guilt ridden.

Clergymen, above all others, 
have the opportunity to provide 
a basis for their congregations to 
discriminate between guilt, which 
is the direct result of sin against 
the law of God, and those guilt- 
inducing behavior patterns that 
are home or societal based.

Inherent within the message of 
Christ is the basis of true mental 
health. Paul says, "For God hath 
not given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, and of 
a sound mind" (2 Tim. 1:7). It is 
certain that the religion of Christ 
is the firm foundation for emo 
tional adjustment; for only as 
man comes into a meaningful re 
lationship with God can he hope

God" (Rom. 3:23); that "there is 
none righteous, no, not one" 
(Rom. 3:10); that "all our right 
eousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isa. 
64:6); and that without Christ we 
"can do nothing" (John 15:5), yet 
the whole purpose of Christianity 
is to develop the self-worth of 
mankind.

When man was created he was 
created in the image of God, but 
when sin entered the world, the 
image of God was well-nigh oblit 
erated. 5 The main purpose of the 
ministry of Christ and of the Holy 
Spirit is the restoration of God's 
image in man. 6 As we come to 
Christ there is developed a new 
concept of self-worth. As the 
penitent believer recognizes that 
all heaven was poured out in the 
sacrifice of Christ that he might 
have eternal life, he begins, at 
least in part, to recognize the great 
worth that God has placed upon 
him. The fact that we are called 
to be sons and daughters of God 
(2 Cor. 6:18) and joint heirs with 
Christ (Rom. 8:17) leaves no place 
for low self-esteem in the thinking 
of the Christian.

A feeling of worthiness should 
not be confused with pride. For 
pride has its roots in human self- 
exaltation and achievements based 
upon the individual's own per 
formance. The true worth of the 
Christian is a recognition, not of 
what the individual is, but of what 
Christ has done for him. Thus

It is the preacher's God-ordained 
responsibility to present
the word of truth so clearly that none will be 
in doubt as to God's purpose and will.

to develop his emotional and 
mental powers according to the 
divine purpose.

Guilt and Self-image

The problem of guilt is closely 
allied to problems with self-image.

? Many feel a lack of self-worth, a 
lack of identity and a lack of 
awareness of their specific role in 

elife and, therefore, tend to suffer 
considerably from emotional con 
flict. Christ again has the answers 
to low self-esteem and low self- 
worth. While it is true that the 
Bible stresses that "all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of

Christ is the center, and not self. 
It is essential that the emphasis of 
the clergy be upon the great worth 
that God has placed upon every 
soul.

The fact is that in every human 
being Jesus sees infinite possibili 
ties. 7 This recognition will not 
bring complacency, but a chal 
lenge as men and women seek to 
reflect, in its totality, the beauty 
of the image of Jesus. Such an in 
dividual can no longer be perse 
cuted with feelings of self-denial 
and self-uselessness; for his is a 
clear vision of the magnitude of 
that which Christ has wrought in

his life, and that which can be 
further accomplished with God's 
help and direction.

Christ Brings Peace

The mature Christian has a 
peace that can be achieved only 
by a relationship with Christ. The 
Lord promised that He will "bless 
his people with peace" (Ps. 29:11).

This relationship comes to those 
who have surrendered and sub 
mitted their lives and their wills 
to the Lord. It comes as man real 
izes the freedom that is gained 
through obeying the law of God. 
"Great peace have they which 
love thy law: and nothing shall of 
fend them" (Ps. 119:165). This is 
the peace that all human beings 
seek for today.

It seems at this critical time in 
history, when there is a break 
down of both moral and emo 
tional structure within the com 
munity, that the clergy is called 
upon to reassert its role in spirit 
ual leadership. The pulpit must be 
used to provide the masses with 
a clear understanding of true spir 
itual, mental, and emotional 
strength, which comes only 
through the power of Jesus.

There has been a strong ten 
dency for the preacher to move 
into the field of pastoral counsel 
ing. Basic to most techniques of 
counseling is an avoidance of 
any response that might impute 
wrong or moral judgment upon 
the individual being counseled. 
This has frequently been trans 
lated even into the pulpit presen 
tation of the preacher. No longer 
are right and wrong clearly de 
fined, and congregations are left 
to uncertainty and sin. While it is 
not the preacher's role to define 
sin merely as he sees it, it is his 
God-ordained responsibility to 
present the word of truth so 
clearly that none will be in doubt 
as to God's purpose and will. 
True repentance is effected only 
when wrong is recognized. It is 
the minister's role to set before 
the people "life and good, and 
death and evil" (Deut. 30:15). ^

1 Karl Menninger, Whatever Became of Sin? 
(New York: Hawthorne Books, Inc., 1973), p. 228.

2 Ibid. 
s Ibid. 
" Ibid.
5 Education, p. 15.
6 Ibid., pp. 15, 16. 
' Ibid., p. 80.
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By Their Fruits..."
JERE WALLACK

THE needs were clearly evident. 
All around. Everywhere.

Needs, yes. And opportunities. 
But how could they be met? The 
budget was stretched to the limit.

How could a church strug 
gling to launch an educational 
program and build a school, also 
planning a new church structure  
how could it finance an effective 
program to meet the community's 
ever-present needs and thus 
share the Good News?

By their fruits that's how.
Members of the Dalton, 

Georgia, Adventist church saw 
the limitless potential of services 
urgently needed by their com 
munity and resolved to fill that 
lack. They would have to secure 
a resource for income to finance 
their endeavors.

They would sell fruit.
The H. & S. Citrus, Inc., an 

Adventist firm in Fort Pierce, 
Florida, was contacted. Ar 
rangements were made for the

Jere Wallack is the communication 
secretary of the Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference.

church to sell Indian River fruit 
to finance their community 
projects.

That was seven or eight years 
ago, and the program has grown 
almost beyond imagination. In 
1973 seven semitruckloads of 
fresh fruit were sold by church 
members, netting a profit of 
more than $7,500.

As a result of this newly ac 
quired income, the Community 
Services center is a full-time 
operation.

The facility is open five full days 
each week. On Tuesdays and 
Thursdays clothing and food are 
distributed. On the other days 
wearing apparel, household 
items, and furniture are sorted 
and prepared for distribution.

The center has a director, an 
assistant director, and a general 
supervisor who is the center's 
only paid worker. Approximately 
thirty other church members  
men and women volunteer 
scores of hours of labor each 
week.

Officially opened in May, 1972, 
the center has received high

acclaim in this city of more than 
40,000 residents. A feature article 
in the daily newspaper described 
the center as "one of the best- 
organized places in Dalton."

In the first seventeen months 
of operation the center helped 
more than 600 families with gifts 
of 25,000 articles of clothing.

During the past school year, 
the Community Services center 
sponsored a drug-education 
seminar in area schools, which 
reached 15,000 to 20,000 students 
from first grade through high 
school.

Covering two area counties, as 
well as the Dalton city schools, 
with films, lectures, and question- 
and-answer periods, the seminar 
has also been in demand at 
service clubs, teachers' conven 
tions, and PTA organizations.

With money from the fruit 
sales, hundreds of dollars' worth 
of films and related drug-educa 
tion materials have been pur 
chased for use in the program.

Another Community Services 
project sponsored by members 
of the Dalton church was a four- 
day vegetarian-cookery seminar 
held last October. Two sessions 
were required to handle the 120 
registrants, eighty-five of whom 
were nonmembers. Several men 
were among those attending.

The local paper and radio 
stations carried several extensive 
stories, and all local media carried 
free advertisements for the 
seminar. Television in Chatta 
nooga, thirty-one miles north, 
also gave the seminar wide 
coverage. One television channel 
carried a fifteen-minute special 
report on the program.

As a result of this seminar, 
many who attended requested 
Bible studies.

Jesus said, "By their fruits ye 
shall know them."

An active Community Services 
center, an extensive drug-edu 
cation program, and a timely 
nutrition seminar all carried on 
by a church whose budget was 
already fully committed.

But the members of the Ad 
ventist church in Dalton and the 
great work of God they represent 
are certainly being known by their 
fruits their good deeds to meet 
the city's needs financed by 
funds from fruit sales. ^
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SPOTLIGHT ON HEALTH.

HELP FOR 
ARTHRITIS

Arthritis is a general term for inflammation of joints. 
The cause is known for some types of arthritis such as 
those produced by bacterial infection or uric acid. 
Two common forms of arthritis for which the exact 
cause is unknown are rheumatoid arthritis and osteo- 
arthritis. Physical therapy employs physical agents 
such as water, electricity, massage, and exercise for 
their effects on the body. When skillfully used, these 
may relieve pain and enhance healing. Some form of 
physical therapy can be used in all types of arthritis 
during some phase of the disease. However, the type, 
frequency, and duration will depend on the type of 
arthritis and the stage of the disease. Rest should also 
be properly balanced with exercise. At times, rest 
may even require splinting of the part. For best re 
sults, physical therapy and rest should be prescribed 
by a physician and carried out by someone trained in 
their skillful administration. (Life and Heafth, May, 
1974, p. 5.)

i§

HAPPINESS IS
A BEAUTIFUL SMILE

Deficiencies in certain nutrients can cause the 
tooth enamel and the dentin (the underlying part of 
the tooth, which is softer than enamel and decays 
more rapidly) to form defectively.

If you maintain a diet adequate in essential nutrients, 
you do a great deal to prevent tooth decay and dis 
eases of the teeth and gums. (Journal of School Health 
43:114, 115, February, 1973.)

ALCOHOL MOST PREVALENT 
HIGH SCHOOL DRUG

A study of drug use among 7,414 students in the 
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades showed alcohol 
the most common drug among the high school crowd. 
Although some in seventh grade had already started 
on drugs, most students began in the tenth and 
eleventh grades. And more boys than girls were users.

The students said they used drugs out of curiosity, 
for pleasure, because friends used drugs, to rebel, or 
because of psychological need. Almost half the stu 
dents questioned said they believed marijuana causes 
loss of ambition and creates a desire for heavier drugs. 
The young majority also felt that LSD is very dangerous 
and causes birth defects. They considered ampheta 
mines and heroin dangerous drugs. More than half 
the students were not in favor of the legalization 
of marijuana.

Many of these high school students believed in the 
need for drug centers and educational programs 
about drug abuse. (Pediatrics 50: 739-745, November, 
1972.)

LITHIUM HAZARDOUS 
TO UNBORN

A recent report suggests that psychiatric use of 
lithium during pregnancy may be hazardous to the 
fetus. Scientists at the University of Illinois, Chicago 
campus, have shown that lithium a depressant often 
used to manage manic-depressive schizophrenia 
when other drugs fail has been associated with the 
delivery of cyanotic babies. (Today's Health, vol. 51, 
No. 10, p. 10.)

PROPER USE OF 
THE RDA

The 1974 book of Recommended Dietary Allow 
ances, including the table, "Explanations of the Basis 
of Each Allowance," and a discussion of how the 
RDA should and should not be used, has been pub 
lished. It is available at $2.50 from the National Acad 
emy of Sciences, 2101 Constitution Avenue, Washing 
ton, D.C. 20418.

RDA . . . should be used only as directed. Unfor 
tunately, they are often misused and misquoted.

Among errors made in citing them are: (1) that 
everyone needs to consume the recommended 
amounts of nutrients; (2) that diets lower in nutrients 
than the RDA are "deficient"; (3) that all who adhere 
to RDA amounts will be well nourished; (4) that the 
RDA are the same as "requirements"; (5) that nutrients 
not listed in the RDA are not important; (6) that an 
imitation food that contains the RDA nutrients of a 
natural food is equivalent to the natural food; (7) that 
if a person consumes only the RDA amounts he will 
not become obese; (8) that the RDA amounts are 
those to be found in a "balanced" diet; (9) that 
habitual intake of nutrients of a population should 
be changed to get closer to the RDA. All of these ideas 
are incorrect, as stated by the book's authors.

The book is an excellent summary of present knowl 
edge of nutrients and how they work, and should be 
on the bookshelf of anyone working in the nutrition 
field. ("'Nutrition Notes/' July, 1974, p. 4.)

HAZARDS
OF THE NEEDLE

"Physicians can add intervertebral disk space infec 
tions to the rapidly growing list of hazards faced by 
heroin users. As with so many of the other problems  
such as hepatitis, bacterial endocarditis, septic arthritis 
 the infection results from use of contaminated nee 
dles." (Medical News, Journal of the Medical Associa 
tion, vol. 225, No. 10, September 3, 1973, p. 1167.)
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HEALTH DEMONSTRATION

EISA LONERGAN

Materials Needed:
1. Large double-bed sheet 91" 

x 108."
2. Eight clear glasses of water.
3. Plastic "drop" cloth to catch 

any water.
4. Blackboard and chalk. 
(Hold a glass of water while 

talking.)

WATER is extremely important 
to health. One does not have to 
travel very far to realize the great 
advantage that comes in combat 
ing disease because of the growth 
of public health practices of pure 
water supply and of sewage dis 
posal systems. Several diseases 
have practically been eliminated 
since pure water supplies have 
been regulated by laws.

Regularly bathing the body tem 
ple is part of preventive medi 
cine. The external use of hot and 
cold water on the body often re 
lieves pain, and prevents infec 
tion and skin diseases. The ex 
ternal use of water is one of God's 
most important remedies.

The internal use of water is es 
sential to life. It is now known 
that under ordinary circumstances 
we cannot rely on thirst as an ade 
quate indicator that we are drink 
ing enough water to supply our 
needs. Hikers will be interested 
to know that research confirms 
that it is all right, in fact essen 
tial, to drink a lot of water on hikes 
in order to get the best perform 
ance from the wonderful human 
machine God created. Exhaustion 
occurs more quickly when we are 
dehydrated.

Elsa Lonergan is an associate profes 
sor of health education, School of 
Health, Loma Linda University.

There are many facts that could 
be discussed about the distribu 
tion of water in the body, but to 
night we are going to demonstrate 
only one. (Draw diagram of kid 
ney on board or have a model 
prepared.)

The body's blood-purification 
system includes the kidneys, 
which filter the blood under pres 
sure, something like when you 
make cottage cheese by putting 
the boiled-milk curd and whey 
into a cloth and squeezing it to 
remove the thinner liquid. Two 
of the body's high-speed cleans 
ing organs are the kidneys. Each 
one has more than a million 
(write in figures on blackboard) 
tiny filters called glomeruli. The 
heart forcefully pumps the blood 
through the system and to the 
kidneys; in this way, the blood 
stream is cleansed under pres 
sure. The kidneys weigh about 
five ounces each, and, together, 
they are as big as the heart.

Remember, each day we lose

about three glasses of water in 
perspiration. Four hundred gal 
lons of fluid recycle through the 
kidneys per day to purify the 
blood, and only 0.1 per cent of 
this is passed out. Water is drawn 
out of the blood to make diges 
tive juices. Our average intake of 
water in food is about one glass 
with every 600 calories. The total 
length of the tiny tubes through 
which the clean fluid is reab- 
sorbed is about forty-five miles. 
These tubes have a surface area 
that is about sixty square feet. So 
the absorptive area of the kidneys 
is about the size of a double-bed 
sheet. (Unfold and have someone 
help you hold up the sheet.)

We have eight glasses of water 
here. First, we are going to try to 
wash this sheet, which represents 
the absorptive area of the kid 
neys, in one glass of water. (You 
may bunch up the sheet and pour 
the water over slowly, then hold 
the sheet up again.)

Well, we didn't drink enough 
today. Let's try another glass. 
(Pour another glass.) Now we are 
getting it a little wet, but we can't 
do a very good job of washing 
with this amount of water. (Keep 
pouring as long as you wish. It is 
recommended that this demon 
stration be rehearsed before the 
public meeting. Be sure to spread 
a plastic "drop" cloth, which you 
can buy at a paint store, on the 
floor before pouring.)

Remember Ellen White says, 
"In health and in sickness, pure 
water is one of Heaven's choicest 
blessings. . . . Drunk freely, it 
helps to supply the necessities of 
the system, and assists nature to 
resist disease." Counsels on 
Diet and Foods, p. 419. Jfe
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What's Big About
"BIG WEEK"?
A Conference President
Accepts
Literature Evangelist's
Challenge
WILLIAM C. HATCH

BIG WEEK last year gave me an 
opportunity to walk in the mocca 
sins of a literature evangelist. Ar 
thur Page, publishing secretary of 
the Colorado Conference, chal 
lenged me to train with him as a 
literature evangelist. I admit that I 
was at first reluctant to accept this 
challenge.

Literature evangelists and their 
leaders are persistent and very 
persuasive. I finally agreed to set 
aside a week to learn the joys and 
also the trials of a literature evan 
gelist. During college days I served 
as a summer literature evangelist, 
but that was before the days of 
time orders and sales that totaled 
more than $200 in one home!

1 learned many things during 
this week of canvassing. I learned 
how to gain entrance to a home, 
how to arrange the people in the 
room so the prospects will have 
the best possible view of my pro 
spectus, how to make the pres 
entation, how to close an order, 
the importance of having several 
"reserve" selling points, and many 
other important sales techniques.

But most important, I learned 
anew how important it is to 
trust Cod for guidance and help 
every moment of the day. I hon 
estly feel that I will never be the 
same again after this inspiring

William C. Hatch is president of the 
Colorado Conference.
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week of literature evangelism.
I set a number of guidelines for 

myself before we started Big 
Week:

We would not use any "lead 
cards" in our work, but would 
leave these for the use of full-time 
literature evangelists.

We would not disrupt any as 
signed territory.

The president would have to do 
his part and actually canvass.

We would try to place at least 
one large doctrinal book with each 
sale of The Bible Story.

We would pray in as many 
homes as possible and enroll as 
many as possible in the Bible cor 
respondence course.

We would concentrate more on 
being a blessing to the people we 
would meet than worrying about 
the dollar value of the literature 
we might sell. We reasoned that 
we were not engaged in this work 
for dollars only and that we might 
bring great blessings into a home 
where we were not able to sell lit 
erature. We were prepared to give 
free literature to anybody inter 
ested enough to read it.

After I agreed to go out and 
canvass during Big Week I wrote 
the dates in my appointment book 
and resolved that I would not per 
mit any routine "crisis" situations, 
so common to my work, to make 
me change my plans. In the com 
mon terminology of today, I re 

solved not to chicken out on my 
cold-turkey canvassing! A number 
of "crisis" situations did appear 
on the horizon, any one of which 
might have convinced even a wor 
rier like Elder Page that I had good 
reason to change my plans. How 
ever, with the Lord's help and the 
excellent assistance of Harry Haas, 
Colorado Conference secretary- 
treasurer, and the office staff, I 
was able to break away from regu 
lar duties and go forth to the great 
adventure of Big Week.

The Blizzard Beginning

We started out on our Big Week 
in the midst of a Sunday afternoon 
blizzard. Colorado weather is 
hardly ever like this, and here 
again was a temptation to change 
my plans. I learned long ago that 
some of Cod's greatest blessings 
come to us when we go forth to 
serve Him facing difficulties, so we 
started out from Denver with poor 
visibility and a prayer in our 
hearts. Our territory was about 
100 miles east of Denver in the 
wheat-and-cattle prairies of east 
ern Colorado.

Since we had no "lead" cards, 
we went forth "cold turkey." We 
stopped first at a mobile home 
that was occupied by a wheat 
rancher. As I looked at the humble 
surroundings I thought, It is a 
waste of time to canvass here. 
Did I have a lot to learn! One of 
the first rules of canvassing is 
"Don't pass by a prospect just be 
cause his home looks unpromis 
ing."

We left that mobile home with a 
check for $167.67 and a sale of the 
ten-volume set of The Bible Story, 
plus The Desire of Ages and The 
Triumph of Cod's Love in the 
largest, most beautiful edition. 
(Triumph is the name given to 
this beautiful, large edition of The 
Great Controversy.) We also re 
ceived referrals to homes where 
the people might be interested in 
our books.

Monday and Sales

It seemed that everywhere we 
canvassed we were blessed with a 
sale. (! was to learn later in the 
week that this is not always the 
case.) We awoke early. After in 
dividual Bible study and prayer 
we met together and prayed that 
heavenly angels would go before



us to prepare the way. We also 
asked Cod to help us carry the at 
mosphere of heaven into each 
home we would visit.

We attempted to locate the 
home of one of the families we 
had learned about in the home 
where we made the sale on Sun 
day night. The names on the mail 
boxes were confusing to us, so we 
stopped at a ranch house where 
we saw a man in the yard, and 
Elder Page got out of the car to ask 
directions. When he returned I 
was convinced that we had just 
witnessed a miracle. The man he 
asked to give us directions was 
the man we were trying to locate  
he was visiting at his parents' 
home. This man agreed to get his 
wife and drive back to his home 
while we followed. We presented 
the canvass, and God gave us a 
sale for a set of The Bible Story, 
plus The Desire of Ages, Triumph, 
and Bible Readings. Oh, yes, we 
also had a check for $188.30.

I will remember for a long time 
the blessed times of prayer in the 
homes we visited this day, the joy 
in the people's faces as we talked 
to them about a better home in a 
better land, and the possibility of 
entire families accepting our mes 
sage as a result of the books we 
were placing in so many homes. 
Even our dry lunch eaten in our 
car by the side of a snow-packed 
road tasted delicious.

We obtained a referral to a 
neighbor who operated the road 
maintainer. We thought he would 
probably be out plowing the 
snowy roads, but we found him 
at home. (As we were leaving he 
told us he felt it was almost a 
miracle that we were able to catch 
him at home in the middle of the 
day.) Not only did we make a fine 
sale but were also given the name 
of another prospect.

Tuesday's Challenge

But this was not to continue! 
On Tuesday I learned that it is pos 
sible to have a very successful day 
canvassing without a sale in every 
home. We worked just as hard on 
Tuesday, and had even more 
blessed experiences, and our 
sales only came to $115.63 for the 
day. Our first canvass this day was 
at 8:45 A.M. and we worked until 
10:00 P.M. One of our sales was

for the set of health books. People 
seem to have a real interest in 
the subject of health.

The Blessings of Wednesday

This day had even fewer sales 
than the previous day, but even 
greater blessings. We ate our 
breakfast in a small restaurant, 
and as we were paying for our 
meal the woman at the cash regis 
ter said, "Are you men insurance 
salesmen?" This opened the way 
for a canvass right there at the 
cash register with other custom 
ers and waitresses listening. We 
secured a cash sale for Desire and 
Bible Readings and had prayer 
with that woman right there in the 
public restaurant.

A woman who had recently lost 
her husband felt she could not 
buy, because her financial affairs 
were so confused. But she did 
appreciate our visit and our 
prayer, and enrolled in the Bible 
course.

One of the greatest joys of this 
week came to me as we visited a 
couple who were first contacted 
by a literature evangelist, had 
been attending our church for al 
most two years, and had requested 
to be baptized in a little over a 
week. Elder Page conducted this 
baptism. The Colorado Confer 
ence annually reports large num 
bers of baptisms from literature 
evangelists' contacts.

At 6:00 P.M. we called on a man 
who was on his way to a birthday 
party. We asked him whether we

could see him before he went to 
work in the morning, and he 
agreed to see us at 6:30 A.M. the 
next day.

Thursday and a Chase

Our final full day of Big Week. 
I'll never forget closing the order 
that put us over the $1,000 mark 
for the week. It was surely provi 
dential that we called at this home 
just when we did. In this work it 
is possible to see God's hand guid 
ing His workers over and over 
again. I tried to close the order 
without success. Then I prayed 
again. (I'm sure Elder Page was 
praying also.) Then I mentioned 
some other points about our 
books, and the man told his wife 
to write the check.

At the end of this day we ar 
rived at a home just as the family 
was driving away. Elder Page said, 
"Chase him down!" I said, "You 
must be kidding!" "No, I'm not, 
go get him!" We took out after 
the other car and finally caught up 
with them as they stopped at a 
store. We persuaded the man to 
return to his home with his family 
in order that we might explain our 
work. That "chase" resulted in a 
sale.

The report I turned in at the end 
of Big Week showed that I had 
worked 47 hours, delivered 
$1,165.55 worth of literature, re 
ceived $705.02 cash, given away 
27 pieces of free literature, en 
rolled 13 people in the Bible cor 
respondence course, prayed in 23 
homes, and given one Bible study.

How many baptisms will result 
from my Big Week? Eternity will 
reveal the answer to that question. 
But here are two statements for 
all of us to think about:

"In a large degree through our 
publishing houses is to be ac 
complished the work of that other 
angel who comes down from 
heaven with great power and who 
lightens the earth with his glory." 
  Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 140.

"More than one thousand will 
soon be converted in one day, 
most of whom will trace their first 
convictions to the reading of 
our publications." Evangelism, p. 
693.

I know I will never be the same 
again after this week of literature 
evangelism. I plan to have other 
Big Weeks in the future. ^
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Dare to Study Daniel—12MIDNIGHT 
AND MORNING
DESMOND FORD

THE FIRST verses of the section 
that begins with Daniel 11:36 refer 
to the system of antichrist in the 
last days. This church-state union 
soon to take place will duplicate 
the error of religious leaders and 
statesmen in the Middle Ages. It 
will endeavor to compel men to 
worship contrary to the dictates of 
conscience. Nonconformists will 
be boycotted and finally sentenced 
to death. (See Rev. 13:13-18.)

But opposition will arise from a 
power that, like Egypt of old, de 
nies the existence and relevance 
of God. It would seem that a po 
litical system espousing atheism 
will oppose the ultimate fruitage 
of modern ecumenism but finally 
it too shall be submerged by the 
overwhelming tide of strength 
belonging to the last Colossus. 
Revelation 17:12-17 declares that 
all the powers of earth will give 
their strength to the "beast" for a 
short period but then, disillu 
sioned, they will turn and rend the 
system they had temporarily sup 
ported. Thus it seems that the 
brain-washing techniques encour 
aged in our day by the mass media 
and many aspects of modern 
education will result in the mass 
hypnotism of millions. These will 
bow to a gigantic combine advo 
cating might as right and simul 
taneously advocating a system of 
worship contrary to Scripture. 
But the worms will turn when it 
is too late.

The King of the North
The use of the expression "the 

king of the north" is intended to 
remind us of the opening passage 
of the book where Babylon from

Desmond Ford, Ph.D., is chairman of 
the department of theology, Avondale 
College, Australia.
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the north flooded down upon 
Israel to destroy its sanctuary and 
people. Revelation, chapters 11-18, 
tells us that there will be a Babylon 
in the last days, a revival of apos 
tate religion in alliance with the 
state. This is the modern king of 
the north. "Tens of thousands 
shall fall" before it. Some, how 
ever, who were once enemies of 
the people of God, such as the 
Edomites and Moabites, will be 
converted to the truth of God and 
thus escape the invading giant.

The reference to thousands fall 
ing follows the words "He shall 
come into the glorious land" 
(Dan. 11:41, R.S.V.). The glori 
ous land is an allusion to Palestine, 
where the sanctuary was situated, 
but its application in this New 
Testament era must be to the pro 
fessing church of God, which

The brain-washing 
techniques encouraged by 
the mass media and 
many aspects of modern 
education will result 
in the mass hypnotism 
of millions.

claims to be His sanctuary. Multi 
tudes of nominal Christians will 
apostatize in the last crisis, while 
simultaneously other multitudes 
will flee out of Babylon and be 
saved. So great is the power of 
antichrist that according to Reve 
lation 13:8 all the world will wor 
ship him except those whose 
names are in the book of life. 
When Daniel 11:43, R.S.V., says 
that "the Libyans and the Ethiopi 
ans shall follow in his train," it is 
saying the same thing, for in the 
days when Daniel was written

these peoples were thought of as 
residing at the ends of the earth.

Antichrist Provoked
Next we have reference to a 

message that disturbs the anti 
christ and provokes him to attack 
the messengers and exterminate 
them. "East" and "north" are 
sometimes used in Scripture to re 
fer to heaven. (See Eze. 43:1-3; 
Ps. 48:2.) Satan's control of Baby 
lon to the north of Israel was an 
attempt to counterfeit the heav 
enly kingdom. Revelation 18:1-4 
clarifies the significance of Daniel 
11:44. The tidings spoken of are 
identical with "the loud cry" given 
by faithful Christians of the last 
days calling people to separate 
from spiritual Babylon and to 
join with those who constitute 
"the holy city." (See Rev. 11:2; 
14:20.)

The reference to attempted ex 
termination and destruction of 
many parallels Revelation 13:13- 
18. The Hebrew terms employed 
point to religious anathemas cul 
minating in death. The following 
verse amplifies the thought. The 
glorious holy mountain, once 
descriptive of Jerusalem in Pales 
tine, now applies to the faithful 
church of God. (See Rev. 11:2.) 
Thus, what we have here is a pic 
ture of antichrist surrounding the 
church to destroy it, just as wicked 
men in Daniel, chapters 3 and 6, 
are spoken of as surrounding the 
faithful Hebrews to destroy them. 
It will be proclaimed by civil pow 
ers that whoever shall not worship 
the beast (antichrist) and receive 
his mark should be killed. No 
wonder Scripture calls this period 
"a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation."

God does not leave us to won 
der as to the outcome. His faith-



fulness never fails. He promises 
His people, "I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. 
13:5). "Fear thou not; for I am 
with thee: be not dismayed; for I 
am thy God: I will strengthen thee; 
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of 
my righteousness" (Isa. 41:10).

The Deliverance

Now we see the tremendous 
significance and great comfort in 
the use of the word deliver in the 
verse following the eleventh chap 
ter of Daniel. The blood of the 
martyrs has ever been the seed of 
the church in probationary time, 
but the death of God's people 
after probation has closed would 
be fruitless. Their deliverance has 
been pictured by the author of The 
Great Controversy.

"With shouts of triumph, jeer 
ing, and imprecation, throngs of 
evil men are about to rush upon 
their prey, when, lo, a dense 
blackness, deeper than the dark 
ness of the night, falls upon the 
earth. Then a rainbow, shining 
with the glory from the throne of 
God, spans the heavens and seems 
to encircle each praying company. 
The angry multitudes are suddenly 
arrested. Their mocking cries die 
away. The objects of their murder 
ous rage are forgotten. With fear 
ful forebodings they gaze upon 
the symbol of God's covenant, 
and long to be shielded from its 
overpowering brightness.

"By the people of God, a voice, 
clear and melodious, is heard, 
saying, 'Look up,' and lifting their 
eyes to the heavens, they behold 
the bow of promise. The black, 
angry clouds that covered the 
firmament are parted, and like 
Stephen they look up steadfastly 
into heaven and see the glory of
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Cod and the Son of man seated 
upon His throne. In His divine 
form they discern the marks of 
His humiliation; and from His lips 
they hear the request presented 
before His Father and the holy 
angels: 'I will that they also, whom 
thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am.' . . . Again a voice, 
musical and triumphant, is heard, 
saying; 'They come! they come! 
holy, harmless, and undefiled. 
They have kept the word of my 
patience; they shall walk among 
the angels'; and the pale, quiver 
ing lips of those who have held 
fast their faith utter a shout of 
victory." Ellen G. White, The 
Great Controversy, pp. 635, 636.

In Daniel 12:11, 12 we have the 
final reference to the abomination 
of desolation. It is predicted that 
again in the last crisis the power 
will take away "the daily sacrifice."

Revelation 13:13-18 expands this 
prophecy showing the ultimate 
application of the warning con 
cerning "the abomination of deso 
lation." Christ in the Olivet ser 
mon applied Daniel's reference 
initially to the idolatrous and 
devastating armies of Rome as they 
marched against Jerusalem, but 
second, to the last onslaught on

His people at the end of time. 
Immediately after referring to this 
power Christ quoted Daniel 12:1 
regarding the great tribulation 
that is to be launched on the world 
by the abominable power of anti 
christ. 

Judgment and Resurrection
It is of considerable importance 

to recognize that chapter 12 of 
Daniel is an expansion of Daniel 
8:14. The entire chapter points to 
the ultimate vindication of God, 
His truth, and His people. The 
judgment is referred to at several 
points as the rewards of both the 
righteous and the wicked are 
mentioned. In Daniel 11:45, "He 
shall come to his end, and none 
shall help him," we have the 
promise that the living wicked 
in the last hour will be destroyed 
by the advent of Christ, while the 
following verse promises the de 
liverance of the living righteous, 
"every one that shall be found 
written in the book." Thus before 
this time an investigation of the 
heavenly records has been made 
to see who are worthy of eternal 
life through faith in Christ.

Daniel 12:3 speaks of the glory 
inherited by the saved. They are 
to "shine as the brightness of the

AAM Study Guide
Daniel—12

Readers who are members of the Academy of Adventist Ministers 
or who may wish to join this organization and receive academy credit 
should respond to the following questions on 8 1/2-by-11-inch paper 
and mail this response to the AAM, Ministerial Association, General 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 6840 Eastern Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C. 20012. Your responses will be carefully evaluated and 
returned. Those who submit responses to all twelve study guides on 
Daniel will be credited with one year's study requirements for AAM 
membership (fifty clock hours).

1. Explain Daniel 12:8, 9, and 13 in the light of Daniel's inability to 
understand all that was being unfolded to him in the prophecies, 
beginning with Daniel 7:15,16, and 28 and including such references 
as Daniel 8:17; 9:2, 3; and chapters 10 and 11.

2. How do you interpret Daniel 11:40-45?
3. Prepare a brief Spirit of Prophecy study that clarifies the "time of 

trouble" mentioned in Daniel 12:1.
4. Review the assignments and study program you have followed in 

becoming better acquainted with the book of Daniel this year and 
evaluate your progress and the benefit of this study in a brief para 
graph.

firmament ... as the stars for 
ever and ever."

The last verse of the book also 
refers to the judgment. Many 
Bibles put Psalm 1:5 alongside this 
passage as commentary. Let us 
compare them:

"But go your way till the end; 
and you shall rest, and shall stand 
in your allotted place at the end 
of the days" (R.S.V.).

"Therefore the wicked will not 
stand in the judgment . . ." 
(R.S.V.).

The Hebrew expression trans 
lated in Daniel 12:13 as "allotted 
place" is a term that has reference 
to inheritance and destiny. It is 
also a term used in connection 
with the Day of Atonement in 
Leviticus 16:8 when lots were cast 
on the two goats, one for Azazel 
(Satan) and one for the Lord. 
These two goats betokened not 
only the opposing leaders in the 
great controversy between good 
and evil but also their respective 
followings.

In the judgment all men will be 
divided and then enter upon their 
eternal "lot" or destiny. The verse 
says this is to take place not at the 
"end of days" but "at the end of 
the days," a reference to the 2300 
days of Daniel 8:14. When Israel of 
old was about to enter the prom 
ised land of Canaan the lot was 
cast to determine the possession 
of each tribe. Thus each person 
stood in his respective "lot" long 
before he entered upon the actual 
possession of the land.

So now we stand upon the bor 
ders of the heavenly Canaan, and 
decisions concerning the destiny 
of all who have ever lived are be 
ing made. These decisions are not 
arbitrary. God will choose all who 
have chosen Him. He does not 
ask primarily for an ethically 
blameless life. He asks rather that 
we will accept what He has done 
for us in Christ. He calls upon us 
to look to Calvary and see its rev 
elation of our depravity and of His 
love. If we look long enough, self 
will be submerged in Christ and 
heaven will begin for us here be 
low. The lightning of divine wrath 
has already struck at the place of 
Golgotha. Those who hide there 
will be untouched when all the 
earth is consumed by the fires of 
His slighted love. ^

Concluded
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Helps for Archeological Approach

Book 1, Wonders of Egypt, which 
contains the first three of the illustrated 
lectures in the Wonders of the Ancient 
World archeological approach to evan 
gelism developed by Orley M. Berg, 
was announced in the January, 1974,

issue of Ministry (p. 46). Book 2, en 
titled Wonders of Archeology, in 
cludes lectures four through six of this 
series. It is now available from the Gen 
eral Conference Ministerial Association, 
6840 Eastern Avenue NW., Washing 
ton, D.C. 20012. 

This second volume of 72 pages en 

larges upon the material presented in 
the lecture series. The chapter "Digging 
Up History in Bible Lands" is a survey 
of the history of archeological discovery 
highlighting finds that have helped to 
illuminate the Biblical record and verify 
its divine origin. "Daniel in the Critic's 
Den" discusses archeological discov 
eries that bear upon the book of Daniel, 
demonstrating its early authorship and 
historical accuracy; also how its proph 
ecies combine with archeology to con 
firm its divine inspiration.

"Pilgrimage to Sinai" not only takes 
the reader across the barren wilderness 
from Egypt to Mount Sinai and on a hike 
to its summit, but discusses the sig 
nificance of what occurred there in the 
giving of the law and in the erection of 
the tabernacle, with emphasis on Christ 
and the gospel as the great theme of the 
Old Testament.

Those desiring copies should order 
directly from the Ministerial Association. 
Book 1, entitled Wonders of Egypt, 
sells for 60 cents and the second vol 
ume just released is 90 cents including 
postage (except for overseas shipment).

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertisements appropriate to The Min 
istry, appearing under this heading, per 
insertion: $5 for 40 words or less. 10 cents 
each additional word, including initials and 
address: or $5 per column inch (up to 3 
inches) for camera-ready illustrated ads. 
Cash required with order. Send to: The 
Ministry, 6840 Eastern Avenue NW., 
Washington, D.C. 20012, U.S.A.

PERMANENT-PRESS BAPTISMAL ROBES: 
Six sizes available; more than 30 colors to 
choose from; zippered closure; lead 
weights; ministers' baptismal robes made 
to order. Color card sent only'rf requested. 
Reasonably priced. Write: ROBES, 1017 
Westview Terrace, Dover, Delaware 19901.

Originator of 
the fiberglas 
baptistry.

P.O. Box 672, Muscatine, IA 52761   Phone 319/263-6642 
Write for free information kit Dept. M12
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years, but the magic was gone. 
Always there had been generous 
heaps of gifts beneath, but this 
night there were only four pack 
ages. Two of them contained 
warm, practical plaid wool shirts, 
my gifts to the men.

The other two were mysterious 
indeed. One was large, bulky, and 
clumsily wrapped in brown paper 
and twine, the other tiny and 
appropriately encased in holiday 
trappings.

"What in the world?" I said, 
looking at the donors and seeing 
in their eyes, for just a moment, 
the mischief of boyhood. Neither 
were in the habit of gift-giving, 
Grandma having taken care of that 
department. A whole new adven 
ture for them both—giving.

First, I unwrapped the big pack 
age from Cramp, and onto my lap 
tumbled a soft, rose-colored che 
nille robe, just the right size and 
perfect for dorm life. My delight 
must have been obvious.

"Picked it out myself," he said, 
smiling shyly.

I tried to imagine him in the 
women's section of the local de 
partment store, fumbling among 
the puzzling array of robes with 
those rough, work-worn hands. 
Suddenly, I wanted to tell 
Grandma what a neat guy he 
really was, but I suppose she had 
known it all the time.

I turned then to the small pack 
age and found beneath its lid a 
tiny carved silver pin the shape of 
a flower with a minute pink stone 
winking in the center as if to say, 
"You never really knew these men, 
did you?"

I looked at that warped little 
man, seeing him through new 
eyes. He had chosen this dainty 
thing, understanding what Christ 

mas was supposed to be at 16, and 
I said to him honestly, "No one 
has ever given me anything love 
lier."

I put on the robe, pinned the 
flower on the collar, and made 
popcorn. We sat around the pot 
bellied stove and talked. They 
told me about their boyhoods 
(they really had been little boys 
once), and I told them some of the 
silly things we'd done in the dorm 
at academy. We began to speak 
my grandmother's name occa 
sionally, carefully, to see whether 
we could bear the hurt.

What does this all have to do 
with Christmas in 1974? I'm not 
quite sure, but I've been thinking 
about it. It's the woman in the 
home, usually, who sets the holi 
day pace. Some of us make it an 
extravanganza of baking, others 
go in for elaborate decorations. 
Some women entertain lavishly, 
and others buy out the toy depart 
ment for their offspring. And then 
there are women who dislike the 
whole business, dismissing the 
holiday season with only a few 
checks as duty gifts. Somewhere 
in between these extremes must 
lie the answer.

Perhaps, in family giving, one 
gift per person would be better 
than six or eight. That would take 
courage, wouldn't it? It would 
then become a very important 
gift, not necessarily expensive, 
but well-chosen. One would look 
very closely at the recipient, say 
ing, What is he really like. What 
will he cherish? Maybe a busy 
husband could give his wife or his 
child a gift of his time. Perhaps we 
could begin to ignore the moun 
tains of dispensables glutting the 
counters of department stores It 
holiday time. Might our searching

Dear Shepherdesses,
This is a busy time of year for us all, with Ingathering, the 

holidays—with children home from school and many times 
relatives or friends coming. Some of us may be traveling and 
happily singing, "We'll be home for Christmas."

As the wondrous spell of the Christmas season comes to each 
of us, may you have the gladness of Christmas—which is hope, 
the spirit of Christmas—which is peace, the heart of Christmas— 
which is love. God bless you all.

With love, 
Kay

begin in January to find the per 
fect gift for each loved person, 
thus eliminating the last-minute 
hubbub?

I'm all for a festive atmosphere1. 
Children love traditions, and they 
build a cozy cycle into childhood, 
but I've never felt decorating 
should involve a great deal of 
spending. Last year we hung a 
large wreath of evergreens deco 
rated with small yarn dolls over 
the fireplace. It was unusual, col 
lected many compliments, and^ 
cost us nothing, for the yarn dolls 
were made from knitting leftovers.

The prettiest tree I've ever seep 
was hung with white lights and 
lots of frosted Christmas cookies 
in three designs (too much variety 
in shape, size, and color lessens 
the effect). This tree, in the home 
of a very artistic friend, held every 
child open-mouthed with awe. A 
real live cooky tree! The hostess 
never failed to complete the ex-r 
perience by telling her little 
guests, "Do pick one to take 
home." (She had a reserve supply 
in the kitchen.) For many women 
the fun part of Christmas is tap 
ping their creative resources.

It's always too easy to huddle 
into our comfortable family to 
getherness at this season. We 
need somehow to move out of the 
routine celebration as Cramp, 
George, and I were forced out of 
it that Christinas thirty years ago. 
Perhaps we might each choose 
someone outside the family 
circle—a sick, lonely, or neglected 
person, or just an elderly friend— 
and do something out of the ordi 
nary for them. Like driving therp 
around town to see the Christinas 
decorations, inviting them foe 
Christmas Eve dinner and carols, 
or even taking them to visit an old 
friend or relative whom they 
haven't seen in a long time. Some 
how we must get beneath the 
tinsel if we are to honor Christ in 
an honest way.

A Seventh-day Adventist Chrisfa 
mas should be different from 
Christmas in homes that do not 
share our hope. Not more austere, 
but happier, more giving, more 
related to the needs of mankind, 
I wonder whether they really are 
that way, or are we just humming 
"Jingle Bells" and wondering how 
we'll face the January bills—like 
everyone else?
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feedback
Schools of Brutality

This note is to express appreciation 
tor the stand taken on sports in har 
mony with inspired counsel. It is not too 
soon; hopefully for many it will not be 
too late.

About the time the July issue was be 
ing mailed out, our local sports an 
nouncer summarized studies done by 
an anthropologist who believes that 
sports, "far from providing an outlet for 
society's aggressions, seem to go hand 
in hand with warlike ambitions. Locate 
a warlike society, and it is likely to em 
phasize warlike sports," he stated. 
Further, "In peaceful societies there 
were no warlike sports."

The researcher selected a random 
sample of twenty societies, ten that he 
considered warlike and ten peaceful, 
although he had difficulty finding that 
many of the latter. "His findings chal 
lenge the notion that sports might pro 
vide an alternative to war. What 
emerges instead ... is that . . . aggres 
sion is a part of the game." One ath 
lete remarked that while the "players 
are accused of being animals, there are 
actually more animals in the stands. 
Some people are really out for blood 
when they come to a game; they do not 
attend a game to purge their combative 
feelings as much as to reinforce them."

And what, specifically, were the 
games referred to? Hockey and foot 
ball.

Perhaps the presence among us of 
competitive sports is keeping us from 
fulfilling Christ's desire for us in this end 
time. "Schools of brutality" do not pre 
pare us for the real warfare before us. 

Kristin Evans 
British Columbia, Canada

Just to let you know I appreciate very 
much your editorial in the July Ministry, 
also the articles by Ron Graybili and 
Wadie Farag.

Harold Damon 
Moab, Utah

Dispatch Rather Than Spirituality?
Re: "Enhancing the Communion 

Service." While some fine ideas were 
expressed in the article, there seems to 
be an overly zealous concern for saving 
time. Since the communion service only 
occurs four times annually, an extra 
half hour on these occasions would cer 
tainly not lead to anyone's physical or 
spiritual detriment.

Let us not forget that it was nec 
essary for the early church to tarry 
ten days in the upper room to receive

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. God 
forbid that the restless and the clock 
watchers be permitted to become the 
arbiters of the length of our church 
services rather than the movings of 
God's Spirit. . R. E. Brown 

Omaha, Nebraska

Charismatic Movement
It pains me when 1 hear some of our 

men talking about the charismatic 
movement in such a tone of voice that it 
leads one to think they are feeling bad 
because they might be missing out on 
something. Some are emphasizing that 
"tongues" will be manifest among God's 
people. I fear this emphasis will lead 
some, in their anxiety not to miss out on 
something, to accept the false "gift."

I was disappointed that you spoke of 
Sister White's experience as being a 
"charismatic" experience. This, of 
course, is right as far as the dictionary 
is concerned but not according to mod 
ern usage. Just turn the page in the 
Ministry and you will see what I mean. 
Sister White's experience should never 
be compared to the "charismatic" ex 
perience taking place in the Catholic
Church.

Donald Mackintosh
College Place, Washington

Unknown Tongue?
The Beaven article (Oct., 1974) has 

some good points in it. But in his ad 
miration for the methods of the second- 
century apologists, there seems to be a 
willingness to ignore the tragic results 
of their use of Greek philosophy.

I believe a clearer dichotomy should 
be made between warning the whole 
world and converting the whole world. 
One almost gets the impression here 
that our methodology is the sole culprit 
in the world's failure to flock to the mes 
sage en masse. Was Christ at fault for 
Jerusalem's failure to listen? The ma 
jority will always be deaf to the language 
of heaven.

Sister White pleads for greater prog 
ress, but she also warns against "pro 
gressing ... in the back track." It seems 
to me there should be very clear and 
prayerful study before we recommend 
the "common ground" on which to meet 
the world. The faith delivered to us as 
the basis for our existence and our 
commission is worthy of the best safe 
guards; it deserves a clearer distinction 
between "common ground" and com 
promise.

Also the language that the present 
society does speak is undefined. Just 
how much of their vocabulary and

thought patterns dare we adopt for use 
without disqualifying ourselves as 
Christ's representatives?

And that perennial question presents 
itself again: Must the gospel of Christ 
be repeatedly, forever, adjusted to the 
minds of a society vocally dedicated to 
disobedience? Or is there some place 
where a stand must be made, where the 
church's "communicating" becomes an 
invitation to let God change the listener?

I believe there are adequate ways 
within the realm of Christian refinement 
and obedience to tell the sinner that 
God loves him; better ways than be 
coming, to any degree, a cheap imita 
tion of what he already is. Is the world's 
philosophy and alienation from God the 
only base on which a true structure of 
salvation can be built?

One further vacuum in the article. The 
Holy Spirit's major role in conversion is 
not considered. Methodology—even if 
correct—can never supplant Him!

Robert Cunningham 
Takoma Park, Maryland

Who Is Heeding?
Your issue of Ministry for August is 

praiseworthy from beginning to end, and 
how glad I am the reader audience is 
not limited to ministers. Especially not 
able was the article, "Feed Us With the 
Bread of Heaven." Amen, and again, 
Amen.

But who is reading? And who is heed 
ing? We are languishing for such 
bread. Sabbath after Sabbath we "turn, 
unfilled again." Was it not Elder Pierson 
who recently wrote in the Review, 
"When did you last hear a sermon on 
the coming of Christ?" When indeed! Or 
any other kind of preaching that would 
prepare us for the coming of our dear 
Lord.

The article "Speech Abuse" might 
very well have been incorporated into 
the article mentioned above as this type 
of language seems to go hand in hand 
with vapid sermons. Recently, we heard 
from the pulpit words to the effect that 
Isaac could have said to his father, 
"You're off your rocker—I don't intend 
to stay up on this mountain."

The page "Voices Crying in a Polyes 
ter Wilderness" was top drawer and 
should be blown up to life size and 
posted in a prominent place in every 
SDA church. (But who would dare?) 
Why, may I respectfully ask, did you 
reproduce the excerpt from Testimonies 
in such fine print—the most important 
and arresting quotation on the page? 

Name Withheld

We're seriously considering this sug 
gestion about the poster (with enlarged 
quotation from the Testimonies). We'd 
appreciate knowing whether or not some 
of our pastors would think this useful.

Editors
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recommended reading.
Diseases of Food Animals, The, 

Owen S. Parrett, Review and Her 
ald Publishing Association, 1973, 
30 pages, $.50.

Meat on the Menu Who Needs It? 
Raymond H. Woolsey, Review and 
Herald Publishing Association, 
1974, 80 pages, $.50.
These two small but important book 

lets have recently come from the 
presses of the Review and Herald. Both 
deal in the area of health. One is an up 
dated edition of Dr. Parrett's book and 
the other is written by Ray Woolsey, an 
associate book editor at the Review 
and Herald.

Both of these books bring us up-to- 
date information on the blessings and 
benefits of vegetarianism and the dan 
gers of meat eating. A friend of mine 
who read Dr. Parrett's book said: "I 
had to make a decision. I must either 
quit eating meat or read no more of 
Dr. Parrett's book. So I closed it and 
put it down."

With all the rich blessings of our total 
health message before us, including 
vegetarianism, how can we continue to 
ignore the light God has given us on 
this subject? We appeal to all of our 
ministers to read these two booklets 
and recommend them to our people. 
Then let us follow the clear counsels in 
the writings of the servant of the Lord. 
Let us pray to God for grace to bring 
our lives into full harmony with the light 
given to us.

N. R. Dower

The Fat Is In Your Head, Charlie 
Shedd, Word Press, Waco, Texas, 
1972, 122 pages, $3.95.

The author is a Presbyterian minis 
ter who has taken off eighty-five pounds, 
and kept them off using the psycho- 
spiritual techniques he outlines in this 
fascinating volume.

Dr. Shedd has developed forty medi 
tations—one a day for forty days, but 
you probably won't take forty days to 
complete it. Such gems are included as 
"Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, 
keep the door of my lips" (Ps. 141:3), 
and "For the ways of man are before 
the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth 
all his goings" (Prov. 5:21) including 
the path to the refrigerator, the bakery, 
and the malt shop.

The author overreaches himself in 
speculating that overweight may have 
been Paul's "thorn in the flesh." He also 
paraphrases Omar Khayyam, "A piece 
of lettuce, exercise, and thou."

Titus A. Frazee

Commentaries on the Gospels
Walter F. Specht, chairman, De 

partment of New Testament, Andrews 
University, reviews new publications in 
the field of New Testament studies.

Jesus and Christian Origins Outside 
the New Testament, F. F. Bruce, 
William B. Erdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mien., 1974, 
216 pages, $3.45.
This is an authoritative account of 

all that is known of Jesus and Christian 
origins from non-Biblical sources. It is 
written by an outstanding British evan 
gelical scholar, who is Rylands Profes 
sor of Biblical Criticism and Exegesis at 
the University of Manchester.

Bruce analyzes and evaluates the 
statements regarding Christ and Chris 
tianity found in pagan writers, such as 
Suetonius, Tacitus, Pliny the Younger 
and Trajan. He discusses what the Jew 
ish historian Josephus has to say about 
John the Baptist and James the Just, 
and the disputed passage about Jesus 
in the eighteenth book of the Jewish An 
tiquities.

A chapter is devoted to the references 
to John the Baptist, Jesus, and other 
New Testament persons and incidents 
in the Slavonic version of the History 
of the Jewish War. He not only ex 
amines passages in Rabbinic writings 
but sets forth the Messianic expec 
tation as reflected in the Qumran litera 
ture found in the Dead Sea caves.

More than eighty pages are de 
voted to supposed sayings of Jesus 
found in variant readings in our Gospel 
manuscripts, apocryphal Gospels, 
Greek papyri, and the Coptic texts from 
Nag Hammadi in Upper Egypt. He also 
brings together the sayings found in 
the Qumran scrolls that give a picture 
of Jesus and Mary derived from our 
canonical New Testament as well as 
apocryphal Gospels.

The final chapter gives an insight 
into what can be learned about early 
Christian origins from the discoveries 
of archeology, particularly from papyrus 
documents, inscriptions, and coins. 
Professor Bruce has brought together 
into one volume a mass of interesting 
information.

Commentary on the Gospel of Mark, 
William L. Lane, William B. Erd 
mans Publishing Co., Grand Rap 
ids, Mien., 1974, 652 pages, $12.95.
This work is volume two of the New 

International Commentary on the New 
Testament, produced by evangelical 
scholars. Lane is professor of New Tes 

tament and Judaic Studies at Gordon- 
Conwell Theological Seminary. His ten 
years of work on this volume have re 
sulted in a major commentary—one of 
the best available on the Gospel of 
Mark today. The author shows a mas 
tery of all of the chief reports of recent 
research bearing on the Gospel.

The commentary is designed to serve 
the interest of both the pastor and the 
scholar. To facilitate its use by those 
unfamiliar with the original text of Mark, 
the introduction and exposition proper 
are written exclusively in English. Be 
hind the exposition, however, there lies 
a thorough investigation of the manu 
script tradition and its interpretation. 
The more technical aspects which con 
cern the scholar, including grammatical, 
textual, and historical problems, are 
dealt with in footnotes, special notes, 
or the appendices.

As a basis for the exposition, use is 
made of the American Standard Ver 
sion of 1901, which was noted for its 
verbal accuracy. The textual and gram 
matical notes serve to bring this version 
into line with manuscript discoveries 
and research since it was produced.

The introduction, consisting of thirty- 
eight pages including a selected bibli 
ography, endeavors to reconstruct the 
particular life situation that produced 
what is generally regarded as the earli 
est of the Gospels. Lane speaks of 
Mark as a "witness document." "It is 
intended to be neither a formal historical 
treatise nor a biography of Jesus, but 
proclamation" (p. 1).

For the minister who desires an up- 
to-date commentary that uses the re 
sults of the current research, and yet 
one that is written from a conservative 
point of view, we recommend this vol 
ume on Mark.

Mark, A Portrait of the Servant, D. Ed- 
mond Hiebert, Moody Press, Chi 
cago, 1974, 437 pages, $7.95.

A commentary by the professor of 
Greek and New Testament at the Men- 
nonite Brethren Biblical Seminary in 
Fresno, California. Although we would 
not place this work in the same cate 
gory with Lane's, it is a solid interpreta 
tion of the text of Mark.

The English text quoted is the Amer 
ican Standard Version of 1901. The 
author, however, interprets the text in 
the light of his understanding of the 
original Greek and of the historical set 
ting of the Gospel. This is done in a 
nontechnical manner. There is very lit 
tle use made of Greek words on tech 
nical matters.

The introduction is very brief. The 
notes are printed at the end of the vol 
ume, followed by a helpful bibliography. 
It is a worthwhile commentary by a 
prolific Mennonite scholar.
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Have a beautiful Christmas Eve adventure!

Simply encourage your church members to take copies of Unto You a Saviour 
to their friends and neighbors. Thousands of Adventists have discovered that 
by personally presenting such little books as gifts at Christmastime they win
frierds for the church.

Unto You a Saviour by Ellen G. White is the Christmas Eve Adventure Book 
for 1974. It is designed for the Christmas season and includes a page for 
the giver's greeting and signature. Best of all, it tells the glorious story of
Christ's birth and the events immediately following.

urge your members to have a beautiful adventure on Christmas Eve by giving
the booklet Unto You a Saviour.

On'y 15 cents per copy.

Available at your Adventist Book Center or by mail from ABC Mailing 
Service, 2521 Famam St., Omaha, NB 68131. In Canada: 201 16th Ave., 
NE. Calgary, A!ta. T2E-1J9. On mail orders include 35 cents for the first 
book and 10 cents for each additional book to cover shipping costs.
Add sales tax, if applicable.

Brought to you by Pacific Press
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1974 INDEX AUTHOR Mo Pg

BHS By His Side LCE The Local Church Elder
Bl Bible Instructor PP Profiting From His Prophet
E Editorial RR Recommended Reading

AUTHOR Mo Pg

Alexander, Wilber. Ministry of a Healing Church, The—
1,2 Mar 27 Apr 33

Alien, Sydney. Black List, The Apr 22
Anderson, Roy Allan. Ten Commandments, The; Cod's 

Last Word to Man; Hosea; Preaching, G. Campbell 
Morgan (RR) Aug 46

Atteberry, Maxine. Change and the Adventist Hospital Mar 30

Bachrach, Samuel."! DO Mind If You Smoke! "(reprint) Nov 32
Banks, E. C. Becomers, The, Keith Miller (RR) Jan 44

Bibliography for Personal Evangelism (RR) Mar 45
Help Wanted—Female (Bl) Jul 41
Recovery of Ministry—A Guide for the Laity, Orien

Johnson (RR) Jan 45 
Barton, William E. Wives of the Prophets, The (reprint)

(BHS) Feb 40 
Bayliss, J. H. Man in Christ, A, James S. Steward (RR) May 46 
Beach, Gladys. Sanctuary of the Heart (BHS) Feb 38 
Beaven, Winton H. Are Adventist Evangelists Speaking in

"Unknown Tongues"? Oct 4 
Bee, Emily S. Teaching Johnny and Mary (BHS) Jan 38 
Bennet, Lester. Genesis in Time and Space, Francis A.

Schaeffer(RR) Aug 46
Wind of the Spirit, The, James S. Stewart (RR) Jan 45

Berg, Orley M. Bible Conferences (E) Oct 3
Care of the Flock (E) Nov 2
Return of the Jews, The Sep 22
Revival and That Agenda (E) Feb 22
Sabbath Commandment and Sunday, The (E) Aug 2
Time Was Right, The, George A. E. Salstrand Jul 44
When Is a Church Too Large? Dec 7
Whose Land Is Palestine? Frank H. Epp (RR) Jan 44

Bertie, RonaldA. Adventist Hospitals Should Be Just That Nov 30
Boyle, Patrick. Baptism in the New Testament, C. R. Beas-

ley-Murray (RR) Jan 44
Goodness of God, The, John W. Wenham (RR) Nov 47

Brown, Kenneth S. "Gathering" for Armageddon Aug 16
Buntain, Ruth Jaeger. Cross or a Ladder, A? (reprint) (BHS) Apr 38
Burman, Robert J. Do Our Church Buildings Represent

Our Real Beliefs? Apr 18

Calkins, Harold L. Books I Treasure Most Jan 45 
Campbell, Victor H. Does Organic Gardening Add More

Nutrients? Mar 32 
Christianson, Ritchie. Fishing for Bass Dec 17 
Church, Monte. Asking Questions in Visitation Feb 43 
Clausen, Conrad D. Growth-Line Method of Age-Dating,

The Sep 11
Cleveland, E. E. Baptism—A Legitimate Church Priority Dec 14

Where Is the Harvest? Jun 4
Colvin, Gerald F. Improving Family Living Apr 4
Correia, R. F. Commencement of the Cosmos Jul 22

Daffern, Gene M. Showing People a Better Way of Life May 28 
Davidson, Elizabeth. I Will Stay Upon My God and Trust

(poem) Jan 39 
Davis, Thomas A. That You May Believe, Homer Bailey

(RR) Nov 47
Dederen, Raoul. Catholic Pentecostalism Mar 4

Modernized Roman Curia, The May 14

"Peter in the New Testament" Jul 10
Delafield, D. A. "Big Issues, The" Apr 11

Needed—More "Ad Hoc" Sermons Jan 19 
Should the Words "God Almighty" Ever Be "Coupled

Together"? Jun 16
Diaz, Frederick. Linguist Looks at Glossolalia, A Mar 7
Dombrosky, S. L. Above All Things Sep 32
Douglass, Herbert E. God Does Not Play Word Games Oct 36 
Dower, Catherine. Dear Kay (monthly except Dec)

Dear Shepherdesses (monthly)
Dower, N. R. Charismatic Movement, The (E) Mar 2

Diseases of Food Animals, The, Owen S. Parrett (RR) Dec 40
Holy, Healthy, Happy People, A (E) Feb 2
Is Doubling Our Offerings Enough? (E) Apr 3
Meat on the Menu. Raymond H. Woolsey (RR) Dec 40
Preparation for Marriage Dec 18
"Till Divorce Do Us Part" Nov 24
True Reformation Jan 4
Virtually Untapped Resource, A (E) Oct 2

Drescher, John M. Checklist for Fathers (reprint) Jun 6
"Don't Stoop to Be a King" May 11

Duffie, David. Ministry to the Depressed—2,3 Jan 32 Feb 33

Editors. Annual World Council Spurs Reformation (E) Jan 2 
Better Living Voice of Youth May 27 
Century 21 Better Living Institute May 24 
Century 21 Countdown May 26 
Century 21 Institute for Better Living Apr 26 
In Case of Baptism—Read These Instructions Sep 43 
Response to Poll Sep 36 
Simultaneous Crusades in Switzerland Mar 16 
Something New: An Archivist for the General Con 

ference Mar 24 
Why "Century 21"? (E) May 2 
World Report Feb 12

Edminster, Bruce. Ecstatic Utterance or Foreign Lan 
guages? Mar 12

Eldridge, Paul H. Confirmation Feb 16
Instrument Approach Nov 19

Esteb, Adlai Albert. Some Tyrannies of Earth (poem) Apr 14

Farag, Wadie. One-Day Seminar on the Book of Daniel Nov 23 
"Schools of Brutality" Jul 8

Fearing, Andrew. Too Slow Getting Off, Marjorie Lewis
Lloyd (RR) May 46

Finney, R. E., Jr. Speech Abuse Aug 8
Florea, Jeremia. Why Conservative Churches Are Growing,

Dean M. Kelley (RR) Jun 46
Ford, Desmond. Arithmetic Proves Christianity True

(Dan. 9) Oct 16 
Bend Not, Budge Not, Burn Not (Dan. 3) Apr 40 
Centuries in a Nutshell, The (Dan. 4) May 21 
Crisis at the Close, The (Dan. 10,11) Nov 20 
Family Tree of the Nations, The (Dan. 2) Mar 19 
For Whom the Bell Tolls... Then and Now (Dan. 5) Jun 22 
"How Long, O God?" (Dan. 8) Sep 14 
Lion Tamer, The (Dan. 6) Jul 16 
Midnight and Morning (Dan. 12) Dec 34 
Tragedy and Triumph (Dan. 7) Aug 19 
Unfolding of the Mysteries of Daniel the Prophet Jan 8 
War, Worship, and World's End (Dan. 1) Feb 8

Ford, Dwain L. Water . . . One of Heaven's Choicest
Blessings Apr 28

Geraty, Lawrence T. Current Archeological Publications Mar 42 
Excavations at Biblical Heshbon 1973, The (with S. H.

Horn) Jan 12 
Gibbons, Elizabeth. ThankYou (poem) Nov 39 
Graybill, Ron. Ellen G. White and Competitive Sports Jul 4 
Guenther, C. E. Multiplying Your Effectiveness (Bl) Mar 14 
Guy, Fritz. How "Secular" Should Adventist Theology Be—

1,2 Oct 8 Nov 8

Habenicht, Herald. Vegetarian Advantage, The—1,2 Jul 28 Aug 28 
Hannum, Harald B. Christian and His Music, The, Paul

Hamel (RR) Jul 44 
Hare, Leonard. World Within a Living Cell, The Jun 18 
Hasel, Gerhard F. Revelation and Interpretation in Daniel Oct 20
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Hatch, William C. What's Big About "Big Week"? Dec 32
Hawley, Don. Challenge of a Total Commitment, The Sep 28
Hayakawa, S. 1. TV Sorcery (reprint) Apr 7
Hefferiin, Ray. Building a Biblical Cosmology—1,2 Oct 13 Nov 16
Hegstad, Roland R. Charismatic Countdown Sep 41

How to Revive the Adventist Home Nov 4
Mind Manipulators Apr 24

Henriksen, j. D. As Fit as a Fiddle Oct 26
More Than a Minister's Wife (SHS) Aug 38

Hillock, Wilfred M. Marriage and Money Apr 8
Hoffer, James. Making the Baptismal Service Evangelistic Mar 15 
Horn, Siegfried H. (with L. T. Geraty). Excavations at

Biblical Heshbon 1973 Jan 12
introducing a New Service in The Ministry Mar 2

Hunter, D.W.ShowersofBlessing, Herschel H. Hobbs(RR) Jul 44
Hyde, Gordon M. Adventist Emphasis, The Sep 8

Iversen, Mary. Martha i Knew, The (BHS) Jan 40

Jemison,Hedwig.WhatYourClothesTellAboutYou(BI) May 42 
johnston, Bruce. Target 80—The Bold Adventure—1, 2

Sep 18 Oct 44

Knowles, George E. Well-planned Witnessing Sep 7 
Kohler, Clarence. Release of the Spirit, The, Watchman

Nee (RR) ' Jan 44 
Revival Praying, Leonard Ravenhill (RR) Apr 44 

Kress, Daniel H. Helpfulness Heals Aug 26 
!<roncke, Peggy. Happiness Is ... Being a Minister's Wife

(BHS) Jul 38

Lee, John K. S. Restoring Broken Relationships Aug 32 
Lee, Milton. Health Institute Spearheads Evangelistic

Crusade Jul 36
Lee, Rosalie Hafner. Bible Instructor Today, The (Bl) May 42

Ministers'Wives as Bible Instructors (Bl) Jun 38
On Priorities and Winning Souls (Bl) Jul 41
Rock and the Church, Bob Larson (RR) Apr 44

Leno, H. Lloyd. Music—How It Affects the Whole Man
Part 3—Influence on the Mind Jan 16 

Lilly, Raymond L. Treating Teeth With Tenderness Oct 34 
Lloyd, Ernest. In Remembrance of Me Mar 40 

Where Did Moses Get It? Feb 23 
Lloyd, Marjorie Lewis. Title Sells the Book, The Nov 13 
Lobo, H. P. de Castro. What a Layman Expects of His Pastor Jul 14 
Lonergan, Elsa. Air (Health Demonstration) Jun 29 

Water (Health Demonstration) Dec 30 
Lugenbeal, Edward. Skull 1470—1,2 Apr 15 May 18 
Lund, JerryM. Your Radio Doctor jun 32 
Lutz, Earnest, Sr. Fear—Is There a Better Way of Saying It? Jun 14

MacLean, George M. Human Element, The (poem) Feb 47
Magnusson, Eric. Control Systems and Evolution Dec 21
Mellor, Charles. Ratt/ingthe Gates, Roland R. Hegstad (RR) Nov 47
Miller, Lloyd L. Medical Office Evangelism May 32
Mitcheil, Charles. Lady in a Yellow Smock Jul 26 
Montgomery, John Warwick. Exhortation to Exhorters, An

(reprint) Jan 20
Moore, Raymond S. He Spoke Without Knowing Jan 7

Nelson, Deane. Our Heritage of Health (sermon outline) Aug 36

Oaklands, John V. Grant, Treaty, and Covenant Ju! 24 
Odom, Martha M. Shepherdess at Home and in the Church,

The (BHS) Mar 38 
Odom, Robert L. "This Is an Hard Saying" Apr 20 
Oosterwal, Gottfried. Adventist Mission: After a Hundred

Years Sep 24
Oster, Kenneth. Progression or Regression? jun 44

Thrust for Evangelism Among Moslems Feb 29

Parker, Edmund A. Ministry of the Atonement, The Aug 10 
Parr, Robert H. Feed Us With the Bread of Heaven Aug 24 
Pease, Norval F. John Foxe and the Elizabethan Church,

V. NorskovOlsen(RR) Mar 45
Pierson, Robert H. God's Priorities Feb 4

Men Who Preach the Word (E) Aug 2

MO pg AUTHOR Mo Pg
Time of Dividing Ahead, A Sep 4

Price,). L. Sabbath School Busing Ministry Oct 42
Proctor, Stoy and Leilani. Pastor and Health Education, The Jan 28

Ranzolin, Leo. "My People Perish"
Rea, Walter T. Try It. You'll Like It.
Read, W. E. Time of the "Times of Refreshing," The
Rentfro, Dick. "This One Thing I Do"
Rhoads, James H. Cross in the 2300 Days, The
Rhodes, John D. For Men Only, j. Alien Peterson (RR)

Marriage Affair, The,}. Alien Peterson (RR) 
Rittenhouse, Virginia-Gene. Role of Rhythm in Church 

Music, The—1, 2 Jun 8 
Roach, Robert A. Envelopes With a Purpose

Sage, Royal. Bible Translations (RR)
Schmidt, Arturo. International Congress on World Evan 

gelization
Schoun, Benjamin D. Saved by His Life 
Scragg, W. R. L. Strategy for Reaching Secular Man, A

Why Vienna?
Seek, Carl. Our Relationship to Non-SDA Ministers 
Shires, Reginald N. Television and the Public, Robert T.

Bower (RR)
Smith, Dunbar W. Medical Ministry in the Trans-Africa Di 

vision
Smith, Nathan J. Americans: Foods and Foibles (reprint) 
Sonnenberg, Lydia. Protein—That Vital Ingredient—1, 2

Sep 38
What About Dr. Atkins' Diet Revolution? 

Spangler, J. R. Carrot, Stick, or. . . ? (E) 
Does It Really Make a Difference? 
Home "Sour" Home or Home "Sweet" Home? (E) 
How Did They Do It? (E)
Open letter to the General Conference President, An (E) 
Real Energy Crisis, The (E) 
Sunday Laws and Leaving the Cities (interview with

Ellen G. White) 
"To Tell the Truth" (E) 

Specht, Walter F. Commentary on the Gospel of John,
Leon Morris (RR) 

Commentary on the Gospel of Mark, William L.
Lane (RR)

Gospels in Current Study, The, Simon Kistemaker (RR) 
Jesus and Christian Origins Outside the New Testa 

ment, F. F. Bruce (RR)
Mark: Evangelist and Theologian, Ralph Martin (RR) 
Mark, A Portrait of the Servant, D. Edmond Hiebert

(RR)
Nag Hammadi Gnostic Texts and the Bible, The, An 

drew K. Helmbold (RR) 
Stainback, Arthur H. Need for Doctrinal Preaching, The

(reprint)
Standish, Colin D. Christian Approach to Mental Health, A 

Sin, Stress and Sanity 
6,000 Years?

Stanley, C. R. "If I Be Lifted Up" 
Strong, June. Gift of Understanding, The 
Sundin, Carl. Doctor-Minister Team in the Church, The

Dec 11
Aug 23
Feb 14
Jan 43
Sep 17
Mar 45
Mar 45

Jul 20
May 17

Jul 44

Nov 10
11
10

jun 
Oct 
Aug 13 
May 10

Apr 44

May 30 
Oct 30

Oct 38
Nov 34
Jul
May
Jun
Oct
Dec
Feb

Jan 24
Apr 2

Mar 45

Dec 40
Jun 46

Dec 40
Mar 45

Dec 40

Apr 44

17
26

-What It Means to Me
Taylor, R. W. Easygoing Eli 
Thrash, Calvin. Country Living- 

Simple Home Remedies 
Torkelson, M. C. Imperative of Change, The 
Trenchard, Warren C. Two Men Named Jesus

Uhl, H. A. Family Appreciation Day

Feb 
Jun 
Dec 26 
Aug 14 
Dec 24 
Dec 38 
Feb 30

Mar 22 
May 34 
Sep 34 
Oct 24 
May 12

Feb 44

Van Dolson, Bobbie Jane. Good Morning, Lord—Devotions
for Campers, Floyd and Pauline Todd (RR) Aug 46 

Good Morning, Lord—Devotions for the Mature Years,
Evelyn Anderson (RR) Nov 47 

No Greater Love (BHS) May 38 
Silly Putty and Other Children's Sermons, William E.

Parsons (RR) Jan 45
Van Dolson, Leo R. Bible Versions and Paraphrases (E) Aug 3

Calorie Countdown Jan 37
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AUTHOR
Doctor-Minister Teamwork Jul 31
"Like the Door Upon Its Hinges" Jun 24
Perception and Appreciation of Truth Nov 26
SDA Charismatics (E) Mar 3
"Something Old and Something New" (E) Jun 3
Take Heed to the Ministry (E) Sep 2
"Unentered Area" Evangelism Feb 24

Vitrano, Steven P. Good Sermons Take Time (LCE) Aug 44
Organizing the Topical Sermon (LCE) Feb 41
Overcoming Poor Articulation (LCE) Jan 15
Preaching From Longer Passages (LCE) Jun 42
Saying What the Scripture Says (LCE) May 45
"So What?" (LCE) Jul 43
Textual Sermon, The (LCE) Apr 36
Unity in the Sermon (LCE) Mar 44

Wallackjere. "By Their Fruits" Dec 29
Washington, J. A. The Minister's Day Jan 41 
Waterhouse, S. Douglas. Work of the Heshbon Survey

Team, 1973, The Feb 20 
Watts, D. R. "I'll Do All I Can" (E) Nov 2 
Way, Ritchie. Prophetic Jigsaw, The Feb 10 
Wearner, Ronald L. Minister at the Helm Jan 26 
Webster, F. C. Centennial Commitment (E) Sep 2 
White, Ellen C. Great Medical Missionary, The Jun 34 

Medical Missionary Workers to Reveal Christ's Char 
acter Mar 35 

Need of Medical Missionaries, The Jan 34 
Our Sacred Calling (reprint) May 7 
Promises for You May 39 
Satan Isn't Stupid Nov 41 

Williams, Harley. Finest Machine That Was Never Invented,
The (reprint) May 37

Wisbey, Ron M. Pathfinders After 25 Years Feb 18
Woolsey, Raymond H. Jesus Our Covenant Dec 4

Zwemer, Thomas J. Agape Isn't Holding Hands Jun 30

SUBJECT____________________Mo_pg
Archeology: Current Archeological Publications. Law 

rence T. Geraty Mar 42 
Excavations at Biblical Heshbon, The. Siegfried H.

Horn and Lawrence T. Geraty Jan 12 
Grant, Treaty, and Covenant. John V. Oaklands Jul 24 
Skull 1470—1, 2. Edward Lugenbeal Apr 15 May 18 
Work of the Heshbon Survey Team, 1973, The. S.

Douglas Waterhouse Feb 20 
Architecture: Do Our Church Buildings Represent Our

Real Beliefs? Robert J. Burman Apr 18 
Attitudes: Cross or a Ladder, A? (reprint) (BHS) Ruth Jae 

ger Buntain Apr 38 
Baptism: Baptism—A Legitimate Church Priority. E. E.

Cleveland Dec 14 
In Case of Baptism—Read These Instructions. Editors Sep 43 
Making the Baptismal Service Evangelistic. James Hof-

fer Mar 15
Bible: Bible Conferences in 1974. Willis J. Hackett Apr 37

Bible Translations (RR). Royal Sage Jul 44
Bible Versions and Paraphrases (E). Leo R. Van Dolson Aug 3
Guidelines on Bible Translations and Paraphrases (GC

Committee Action) Aug 41 
"My People Perish." Leo Ranzolin Dec 11 

Bible Instructor: Bible Instructor Today, The. Interview
with Don Jacobsen May 42 

Help Wanted—Female. E. C. Banks Jul 41 
Ministers' Wives as Bible Instructors (BHS). Rosalie

Haffner Lee Jun 38
Multiplying Your Effectiveness. C. E. Guenther Mar 14
On Priorities and Winning Souls. Rosalie Haffner Lee Jul 41
What Your Clothes Tell About You. Hedwig Jemison May 42

Book Reviews: Baptism in the New Testament. G. R. Beas-
ley-Murray Jan 44 

Becomers, The. Keith Miller Jan 44 
Book ofHabakkuk, The. John H. Stoll Feb 46 
Building Today's Church. Leslie Parrott Feb 46

_Mo_pg SUBIECT Mo Pg

Christian and His Music, The. Paul Hamel Jul 44 
Christian Home in the70's, The. George N. Knight Aug 40 
Commentary on the Gospel of John. Leon Morris Mar 45 
Commentary on the Gospel of Mark. William L. Lane Dec 40 
Diseases of Food Animals, The. Owen S. Parrett Dec 40 
Evangelism Bibliography Mar 45 
Expositions of Holy Scripture. Alexander Maclaren Jan 45 
Fellowship With God. F. B. Meyer Feb 46 
For a World Like Ours. James L. Boyer Feb 46 
For Men Only. J. Alien Peterson Mar 45 
Genesis in Space and Time. Francis A. Schaeffer Aug 46 
Go Ye and Teach. Ralph Cottrell Mar 46 
God's Last Word to Man: Studies in the Hebrews.

G. Campbell Morgan Aug 46 
Good Morning, Lord—Devotions for Campers. Floyd

and Pauline Todd Aug 46 
Good Morning, Lord—Devotions for the Mature Years.

Evelyn Anderson Nov 47 
Goodness of God, The. John W. Wenham Nov 47 
Gospels in Current Study, The. Simon Kistemaker Jun 46 
Great Tradition of the American Churches, The. Win-

throp S. Hudson Jan 45 
Hosea: The Heart and Holiness of God. G. Campbell

Morgan Aug 46 
How Jesus Won Men. L. R.Scarborough Mar 46 
I've Got to Talk to Somebody, God. Marjorie Homes Aug 40 
lesus and Christian Origins Outside the New Testa 

ment. F. F. Bruce Dec 40 
Jesus as a Soulwinner. A. T. Robertson Mar 46 
John Foxe and the Elizabethan Church. V. Norskov

Olsen Mar 45 
Journal of a Happy Woman. June Strong Aug 40 
Life in the Heights. J. H. Jowett Feb 46 
Living That Counts. William J. Krutza and Philip P.

Dicicco Feb 46 
Malachi's Message for Today. G. Campbell Morgan Feb 46 
Man in Christ, A. James S. Stewart May 46 
Man of the Word. Jill Morgan Feb 46 
Many Witnesses, One Lord. William Barclay Feb 46 
Mark, A Portrait of the Servant. D. Edmund Hiebert Dec 40 
Mark: Evangelist and Theologian. Ralph Martin Mar 45 
Marriage Affair, The. J. Alien Peterson Mar 45 
Meat on the Menu—Who Needs It? Raymond H. Wool 

sey Dec 40 
Minister's Obstacles, A. Ralph G. Turnbull Feb 46 
Nag Hammadi Gnostic Texts and the Bible, The. An 

drew K. Helmbold Apr 44 
No Pat Answers. Eugenia Price Aug 40 
Plain Talk About Real Christians. Manford George

Gutzke Feb 47 
Power Through Prayer. E. M. Bounds Feb 47 
Preaching. G. Campbell Morgan Aug 46 
Rattling the Gates. Roland R. Hegstad Nov 47 
Recovery of Ministry. Orien Johnson Jan 45 
Release of the Spirit. Watchman Nee Jan 44 
Revival Praying. Leonard Ravenhill Apr 44 
Rock and the Church. Bob Larson Apr 44 
Showers of Blessings. Herschel H. Hobbs Jul 44 
Silly Putty and Other Children's Sermons. William E.

Parsons, Jr. j an 45 
Stories of Songs About Heaven. Ernest K. Emurian Feb 46 
Television and the Public. Robert T. Bower Apr 44 
Ten Commandments, The. G. Campbell Morgan Aug 46 
That You May Believe. Homer Hailey Nov 47 
Time Was Right, The. A. E. Salstrand Jul 44 
Too Slow Getting Off. Marjorie Lewis Lloyd May 46 
Treasury of Andrew Murray. Ralph G. Turnbull, intro Jan 45 
207 Sermon Outlines. George Brooks Mar 46 
Types of Preachers in the New Testament. A. T. Rob 

ertson Feb 46 
Whose Land Is Palestine? Frank H. Epp Jan 44 
Why Conservative Churches Are Growing. Dean M.

Kelley Jun 46 
Wind of the Spirit, The. James S. Stewart Jan 45

Charismatic Movement: Catholic Pentecostalism: What Is
It and Where Is It Going? Raoul Dederen Mar 4 

Charismatic Countdown. Roland R. Hegstad Sep 41
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SUBIECT___________________Mo_pg
Charismatic Movement, The (E). N. R. Dower Mar 2 
Ecstatic Utterance or Foreign Languages? Bruce Ed- 

minster Mar 12 
Linguist Looks at Glossolalia, A. Frederick Diaz Mar 7 
SDA Charismatics (E). L. R. Van Dolson Mar 3 
Tongues in the Corinthian Church. Edward Heppen-

stall Mar 9
Christ: "If I Be Lifted Up." C. R. Stanley Dec 24

Jesus Our Covenant. Raymond H. Woolsey Dec 41
Two Men Named Jesus. Warren C.Trenchard May 12

Christian Life: Instrument Approach. Paul H. Eldridge Nov 19
Progression or Regression? Kenneth Oster Jun 44

Church: Bible Conferences (E). OrleyM. Berg Oct 3
Enhancing the Communion Service. A Concerned

Parent Mar 18 
Imperative of Change, The. M. C. Torkelson Oct 24 
In Remembrance of Me. Ernest Lloyd Mar 40 
Standards for Meals and Refreshments Apr 31 
When Is a Church Too Large? Orley M. Berg Dec 7 
Why Vienna? Walter R. L. Scragg Aug 13 

Church Management: Revival and That Agenda (E). Or 
ley M. Berg Feb 22 

Try It. You'll Like It. Walter T. Rea Aug 23 
Communication: How Did They Do It? (E). J. R. Spangler Oct 2 

Mind Manipulators. Roland R. Hegstad Apr 24 
Speech Abuse. R. E. Finney, Jr. Aug 8 
"To Tell the Truth" (E). J. R. Spangler Apr 2 
TVSorcery (reprint). S. I. Hayakawa Apr 7 

Competition: Carrot, Stick, or. . . ? (E). J. R. Spangler Jul 2 
Competitive Sports (Profiting From His Prophet) Jan 35 
Ellen G. White and Competitive Sports. Ron Graybill Jul 4 
"Schools of Brutality." Wadie Farag Jul 8 

Dress: Voices Crying in a Polyester Wilderness Aug 22 
What Your Clothes Tell About You (Bl). Hedwig Jemi-

son May 42 
Ecumenism: Modernized Roman Curia, The. Raoul Dede-

ren May 14 
"Peter in the New Testament." Raoul Dederen Jul 10 

Eschatoiogy: "Gathering" for Armageddon. Kenneth S.
Brown Aug 16 

Sunday Laws and Leaving the Cities. J. R. Spangler Jan 24 
Evangelism: Adventist Emphasis, The. Gordon M. Hyde Sep 8 

Are Adventist Evangelists Speaking in "Unknown
Tongues"? Winton H. Beaven Oct 4 

Bibliography. C. E. Banks Mar 45 
"Big issues, The." D. A. Delafield Apr 11 
Envelopes With a Purpose. Robert A. Roach May 17 
Family Appreciation Day. H. A. Uhi Feb 44 
Fishing for Bass. Ritchie Christianson Dec 17 
How "Secular" Should Adventist Theology Be?—1, 2.

Fritz Guy Oct 8 Nov 8 
International Congress on World Evangelization.

Arturo Schmidt Nov 10 
Making the Baptismal Service Evangelistic. James

Hoffer Mar 15 
Mission'74 World Report Feb 12 
Simultaneous Crusades in Switzerland Mar 16 
Strategy for Reaching Secular Man, A. Walter R. L.

Scragg Oct 10 
Target 80—The Bold Adventure—1, 2. Bruce Johnston

Sep 18 Oct 44
Title Sells the Book, The. Marjorie Lewis Lloyd Nov 13 
What's Big About "Big Week"? William C. Hatch Dec 32 
Where Is the Harvest? E. E. Cleveland Jun 4 

General: Black List, The. Sydney Alien Apr 22 
Confirmation (reprint). Paul H. Eldridge Feb 16 
In Memoriam (LeRoy Edwin Froom). Editors Apr 48 
Something New: An Archivist for the General Confer 

ence. Editors'Interview Mar 24 
Health: As Fit as a Fiddle. J. D. Henriksen Oct 26 

Christian Approach to Mental Health, A. Colin D.
Standish Jun 26 

Come Apart and Rest Awhile. (PP) Jun 31 
Country Living—What It Means to Me. Calvin Thrash May 34 
Finest Machine That Was Never Invented, The. (reprint)

HarleyWilliams May 37

SUBJECT____________________MO pg
Helpfulness Heals. Daniel H. Kress Aug 26 
"lDOMindHYouSmoke!"(reprint)SamuelBachrach Nov 32 
Ministry to the Depressed—2. 3. David Duffie Jan 32 Feb 33 
Sin, Stress and Sanity. Colin D. Standish Dec 26 
Teach Children Physiology (PP) May 31 
Treating Teeth With Tenderness. Raymond L. Lilly Oct 34 
"Water . . . One of Heaven's Choicest Blessings."

Dwain L. Ford Apr 28 
Health Education: Health Demonstrations—

Air. ElsaLonergan Jun 29
Calorie Countdown. Leo R. Van Dolson Jan 37
Water. Elsa Lonergan Dec 30

Lady in a Yellow Smock. Charles Mitchell Jul 26
Pastor and Health Education, The, Stoy and Leilani

Proctor Jan 28 
Health Evangelism: Above All Things. S. L. Dombrosky Sep 32 

Adventist Hospitals Should Be Just That. Ronald A.
Settle Nov 30 

Agape Isn't Holding Hands. Thomas J. Zwemer Jun 30 
Better Living Voice of Youth May 27 
"By Their Fruits." Jere Wallack Dec 29 
Century 21 Better Living Institute Methods and Ma 

terials May 24 
Century 21 Countdown May 26 
Century 21 Institute for Better Living Apr 26 
Change and the Adventist Hospital. Maxine Atteberry Mar 30 
Doctor-Minister Team in the Church, The. Carl Sundin Feb 30 
Doctor-Minister Teamwork. Leo R. Van Dolson Jul 31 
Great Medical Missionary, The (reprint). Ellen G.

White Jun 34 
Health Institute Spearheads Evangelistic Crusade.

Milton Lee Jul 36 
Medical Ministry in the Trans-Africa Division. Dunbar

W. Smith May 30 
Medical Missionary Workers to Reveal Christ's Charac 

ter. Ellen G. White Mar 35 
Medical Office Evangelism: A Threefold Ministry.

Lloyd L. Miller May 32 
Minister at the Helm. Ronald L. Wearner Jan 26 
Ministry of a Healing Church, The—1, 2. Wilber

Alexander Mar 26 Apr 33 
Need of Medical Missionaries, The. Ellen G. White Jan 34 
Our Heritage of Health (outline). Deane Nelson Aug 36 
Perception and Appreciation of Truth. Leo R. Van

Dolson Nov 26
Response to Poll. Editors Sep 36
Restoring Broken Relationships. John K. S. Lee Aug 32
Thrust for Evangelism Among Moslems. Kenneth Oster Feb 29
Waldensian Medical Missionaries. Dunbar W. Smith Feb 26
Why "Century 21"? (E). Editors May 2
Your Radio Doctor (Clifford Anderson). Jerry M. Lund Jun 32

Holy Spirit: Real Energy Crisis, The (E). j. R. Spangler Feb 2
Home and Family: Checklist for Fathers (reprint). John M.

Drescher Jun 6 
Home "Sour" Home or Home "Sweet" Home (E).

J. R. Spangler Jun 2 
How to Revive the Adventist Home. Roland R. Hegstad Nov 4 
Improving Family Living. Gerald F. Colvin Apr 4 
Marriage and Money. Wilfred M. Hillock Apr 8 
No Greater Love (BHS). Bobbie Jane Van Dolson May 38 
Preparation for Marriage. N. R. Dower Nov 24 
Teaching Johnny and Mary. Emily S. Bee Jan 38 
"Till Divorce Do Us Part." N. R. Dower Nov 24 
TVSorcery (reprint). S. I. Hayakawa Apr 7 

Lay Evangelism: "Like the Door Upon Its Hinges." Leo R.
Van Dolson Jun 24 

Sabbath School Busing Ministry, j. L. Price Oct 42 
Well-planned Witnessing. George E. Knowles Sep 7 

Local Church Elder: Organizing the Topical Sermon.
Steven P. Vitrano Feb 41 

Overcoming Poor Articulation. Steven P. Vitrano Jan 15 
Preaching From Longer Passages. Steven P. Vitrano Jun 42 
Saying What the Scripture Says. Steven P. Vitrano May 45 
"So What?" Steven P. Vitrano Jul 43 
Textual Sermon, The. Steven P. Vitrano Apr 36 
Unity in the Sermon. Steven P. Vitrano Mar 44 

Ministers: "Don't Stoop to Be a King." John M. Drescher May 11 
He Spoke Without Knowing. Raymond S.Moore Jan 7
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SUBJECT
Our Relationship to Non-SDA Ministers. Carl Seek May 10 
Our Sacred Calling (reprint). Ellen G. White May 7 
"Take Heed to the Ministry" (E). Leo R. Van Dolson Sep 2 
Virtually Untapped Resource, A (E). N. R. Dower Oct 2 
What a Layman Expects of His Pastor. H. P. de Castro

Lobo Jul 14
Minister's Wife: Cross or a Ladder, A? (reprint). Ruth

Jaeger Buntain Apr 38 
Dear Kay—

Books Aug 40
Eating between meals at social functions Apr 39
Entertaining May 39
Family meals Jun 39
Nutrition sources Oct 39
Obligation to attend social functions Mar 39
Son drifting away Jul 40
Wedding ring Nov 40

Gift of Understanding, The. June Strong Dec 38 
Happiness Is ... Being a Minister's Wife. Peggy

Kroncke Jul 38 
How Rich I Am! Nov 38 
Martha I Knew, The. Mary Iversen Jan 40 
Ministers' Wives as Bible Instructors. Rosalie Haffner

Lee Jun 38 
More Than a Minister's Wife. J. D. Henriksen Aug 38 
No Greater Love. Bobbie Jane Van Dolson May 38 
Sanctuary of the Heart. Gladys Beach Feb 38 
Shepherdess at Home and in the Church, The.

Martha M. Odom Mar 38
Teaching Johnny and Mary. Emily S. Bee Jan 38
Thank You (poem). Elizabeth Gibbons Nov 39
Wives of the Prophet, The (reprint). William E. Barton Feb 40

Missions: Adventist Mission: After a Hundred Years. Gott-
fried Oosterwal Sep 24 

Music: Music—How It Affects the Whole Man. Part 3—In 
fluence on the Mind. H. Lloyd Leno Jan 16 

Role of Rhythm in Church Music, The—1, 2. Virginia- 
Gene Rittenhouse Jul 20 

Nutrition: Americans: Foods and Foibles (reprint). Nathan
J. Smith Oct 30 

Calorie Countdown (Health Demonstration). Leo R.
Van Dolson Jan 37 

Does Organic Gardening Add More Nutrients? Victor
H. Campbell Mar 32 

Protein—That Vital Ingredient—1, 2 (BHS). Lydia Son-
nenberg Sep 38 Oct 38 

Standards for Meals and Refreshments Apr 31 
Vegetarian Advantage, The—1, 2. Herald Habenicht

Jul 28 Aug 28 
What About Dr. Atkins' Diet Revolution? Lydia Son-

nenberg Nov 34 
Pastoral Work: Asking Questions in Visitation. Monte

Church Feb 43
Minister's Day, The. J. A. Washington Jan 41
"This One Thing I Do." Dick Rentfro Jan 43

Poetry: Human Element, The. George M. MacLean Feb 47
IWillStayUponMyGodandTrust.ElizabethDavidson Jan 39
Some Tyrannies of Earth. Adlai Albert Esteb Apr 14
Thank You. Elizabeth Gibbons Nov 39

Preaching: Exhortation to Exhorters, An (reprint). John
Warwick Montgomery Jan 20 

Feed Us With the Bread of Heaven. Robert H. Parr Aug 24 
Good Sermons Take Time (LCE). Steven P. Vitrano Aug 44 
Men Who Preach the Word (E). J. R. Spangler Aug 2 
"My People Perish." Leo Ranzolin Dec 11 
Need for Doctrinal Preaching, The (reprint). Arthur H.

Stainback Feb 17 
Needed—More "Ad Hoc" Sermons. D. A. Delafield Jan 19 
Organizing the Topical Sermon (LCE). Steven P. Vi 

trano Feb 41 
Overcoming Poor Articulation (LCE). Steven P. Vitrano Jan 15 
Preaching and Biblical Interpretation. Norval F. Pease Aug 4 
Saying What the Scripture Says (LCE). Steven P. Vi 

trano May 45 
"So What?" (LCE). Steven P. Vitrano Jul 43 
"Something Old and Something New" (E). Leo R. Van 

Dolson Jun 3

MO pg SUBJECT. Mo Pg
Speech Abuse. R. E. Finney, Jr. Aug 8 
Textual Sermon, The (LCE). Steven P. Vitrano Apr 36 
Unity in the Sermon (LCE). Steven P. Vitrano Mar 44 

Prophecy: Arithmetic Proves Christianity True (Dan. 9).
Desmond Ford Oct 16 

Bend Not, Budge Not, Burn Not (Dan. 3). Desmond
Ford Apr 40 

Centuries in a Nutshell, The. (Dan. 4). Desmond Ford May 21 
Crisis at the Close, The (Dan. 10,11). Desmond Ford Nov 20 
Cross in the 2300 Days, The. James H. Rhoads Sep 17 
Family Tree of the Nations (Dan. 2). DesmondFord Mar 19 
For Whom the Bell Tolls . . . Then and Now (Dan. 5).

DesmondFord Jun 22 
"How Long, O God?" (Dan. 8). DesmondFord Sep 14 
Lion Tamer, The. (Dan. 6). Desmond Ford Jul 16 
Midnight and Morning (Dan. 12). Desmond Ford Dec 34 
One-Day Seminar on the Book of Daniel. Wadie Farag Nov 23 
Prophetic Jigsaw, The. Ritchie Way Feb 10 
Revelation and Interpretation in Daniel. Gerhard F.

Hasel Oct 20 
Tragedy and Triumph (Dan. 7). Desmond Ford Aug 19 
Unfolding of the Mysteries of Daniel the Prophet. Des 

mond Ford Jan 8 
War, Worship, and World's End (Dan. 1). Desmond

Ford Feb 8 
Revival and Reformation: Annual World Council Spurs

Reformation (E). Editors Jan 2 
Challenge of a Total Commitment, The. Don Hawley Sep 28 
Does It Really Make a Difference? J. R. Spangler May 4 
Easygoing Eli. R.W.Taylor Mar 22 
God's Priorities. Robert H. Pierson Feb 4 
Holy, Healthy, Happy People, A (E). N. R. Dower Feb 2 
How to Revive the Adventist Home. Roland R. Hegstad Nov 4 
Open Letter to the General Conference President, An (E)

J. R. Spangler Dec 1 
Real Energy Crisis, The (E). J. R. Spangler Feb 2 
Revival and That Agenda (E). Orley M. Berg Feb 22 
Time of Dividing Ahead, A. Robert H. Pierson Sep 4 
True Reformation. N. R. Dower Jan 4 

Science: Building a Biblical Cosmology—1, 2. Ray Hefferlin
Oct 13 Nov 16

Commencement of the Cosmos. R. F. Correia Jul 22 
Control Systems and Evolution. Eric Magnusson Dec 21 
Growth-Line Method of Age-Dating, The. Conrad D.

Clausen Sep 11 
6,000 Years? Colin D. Standish Aug 14 
World Within a Living Cell, The. Leonard Hare Jun 18 

Sermon Outline: Our Heritage of Health. Deane Nelson Aug 36 
Spirit of Prophecy: "Big Issues, The." D. A. Delafield Apr 11 

Come Apart and Rest Awhile (PP) Jun 31 
Competitive Sports (PP) Jan 35 
Promises for You. Ellen G. White May 39 
Real Energy Crisis, The (E). J. R. Spangler Feb 2 
Satan Isn't Stupid. E. G. White Nov 41 
Sunday Laws and Leaving the Cities (interview with

Ellen G. White). J. R. Spangler Jan 24 
Teach Children Physiology (PP) May 31 

Stewardship: Is Doubling Our Offerings Enough? (E). N. R.
Dower Apr 3 

Temperance: Showing People a Better Way of Life.
GeneM. Daffern May 28 

Theology: Fear—Is There a Better Way of Saying It? Earnest
Lutz, Sr. Jun 14 

"Gathering" for Armageddon. Kenneth S. Brown Aug 16 
God Does Not Play Word Games. Herbert E. Douglass Oct 36 
Jesus Our Covenant. Raymond H. Woolsey Dec 4 
Ministry of the Atonement, The. Edmund A. Parker Aug 10 
Return of the Jews, The. Orley M. Berg Sep 22 
Sabbath Commandment and Sunday, The (E). Orley M.

Berg Aug 2 
Saved by His Life. Benjamin D. Schoun Jun 11 
Should the Words "God Almighty" Ever Be "Coupled

Together"? D. A. Delafield Jun 16
"This Is an Hard Saying." Robert L. Odom Apr 20
Time of the "Times of Refreshing," The. W. E. Read Feb 14
Where Did Moses Get It? Ernest Lloyd Feb 23

Youth: Pathfinders After 25 Years. Ron M. Wisbey Feb 18
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news briefs
Vatican Hopes 1975 Holy Year 
Will Advance Christian Unity

VATICAN CITY—The Vatican 
has expressed hope that the Ro 
man Catholic Church's 1975 Holy 
Year will result in a "new advance" 
toward Christian unity. This unity, 
according to a Vatican Radio edi 
torial, involves "a double commit 
ment for all who believe in Christ."

The first of these commitments, 
the broadcast explained, is to "re 
unification according to the will of 
Christ himself, that is, reunification 
in a single body, a single church, of 
all who believe in Him. In this re 
spect, Christ's own prayer—'that 
all may be one'—will be realized. 
And the second commitment is to 
a spirit of unity internal to the 
Church itself."

Observing that the early Chris 
tian community "used to expect 
this internal unity as a consequence 
of Baptism," the editorial pointed 
out that Holy Year pilgrims who 
will visit Rome in 1975 will be able 
to read an inscription in the baptis 
try of the Basilica of St. John Lat- 
eran which says: "There is no 
separation between those who are 
reborn in Baptism, because it 
makes them one ... in the same 
Spirit and in the one faith."

Alcohol Problems Cost the 
U.S. $25 Billion a Year, Study 
Reveals

WASHINGTON, D.C.—A com 
prehensive new report on alcohol 
and health reveals that alcoholism 
and related problems are costing 
the U.S. more than $25 billion a 
year. The 219-page report, pre 
pared by a 38-member task force, 
also states that 36 per cent of high 
school students report getting 
drunk at least four times a year, and 
one in seven male high school sen 
iors report getting drunk once a 
week.

"We have previously underesti 
mated the economic costs of al 
cohol-related problems to our 
nation's economy," said Dr. Mor 
ris E. Chafetz, director of the Na 
tional Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism. He was chairman 
of the task force preparing the re 
port. The institute, in a study made 
three years ago, estimated the total 
cost of alcoholism in the U.S. to 
be $15 billion.

The new report, made public at a 
news briefing here July 10, said 
that most of the economic cost of 
alcohol abuse results from lost 
work, medical expenses, and motor 
vehicle accidents. The cost of al 
cohol abuse in 1971—the last year 
for which figures are available—was 
estimated to be $25.3 billion.

Dr. Chafetz said that several re 
cent studies showed that occa 
sional drinking by teen-agers was 
becoming nearly universal and that 
this trend had increased sharply in 
the past few years. He said alcohol 
control laws and regulations are 
grossly ineffective in dealing with 
alcohol problems, and often con 
tribute to the problems.

The new report also cited evi 
dence that heavy drinking increased 
the risk of cancer of the mouth and 
throat and that the combination of 
heavy smoking significantly height 
ened that risk—to 15 times that 
among persons who neither drink 
nor smoke.

Archeologists' Find Dates 
Back to the Days of Jesus

TIBERIAS, Israel—A large city 
gate flanked by two round towers, 
which dates back to the days of 
Jesus Christ, has been uncovered 
near here by a team of archeolo- 
gists.

Experts said the finding lent 
support to accounts that Tiberias, 
in the first century of the Christian 
Era, was the largest and most im 
portant city in the region.

The town was founded by Herod 
Antipas (A.D. 18-20) on the south 
west shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
and named after Tiberius Caesar.

A "Full-Blown New Testament 
Church" Seen Emerging From 
Charismatic Renewal

MINNEAPOLIS—"A full-blown 
New Testament church" will 
emerge from the charismatic re 
newal that is bringing together all 
kinds of Christians in an unprece 
dented way, some 10,000 persons 
were told here at the opening of 
the Third International Lutheran 
Conference on the Holy Spirit.

Addressing a throng that filled 
the Minneapolis Auditorium where 
the five-day conference was being 
held (Aug. 6-10), Dr. Robert Mum- 
ford, a Pentecostal leader and

teacher of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
declared that "God is restoring to us 
a whole Bible, a whole gospel, a 
whole man, and that includes heal 
ing, deliverance, and release." 
What is happening, he said, is that 
charismatic renewal is suddenly be 
ing discussed in every seminary, 
every denomination, and "in every 
place." "Many of us believe we are 
coming to the end of the age when 
Jesus will come again," he added. 

Dr. Mumford said, "The charis 
matic movement is growing so rap 
idly that bigger buildings will be 
needed for future conferences on 
the Holy Spirit."

Waldensians, Italian Method 
ists Are Agreed on Unifica 
tion

TORRE PELLICE, Italy—The 
Waldensian Church, which has 
about 40,000 Italian members, and 
the slightly smaller Evangelical 
Methodist Church of Italy here 
agreed to unite.

A "Plan for Full Union" was 
overwhelmingly adopted at a joint 
session of the Waldensian Synod 
and the Methodist Conference.

The Waldensian Church, which 
is Presbyterian in theology, is ob 
serving its 800th anniversary this 
year. It began in the twelfth century 
as a movement within the Roman 
Catholic Church, and became Prot 
estant in the sixteenth century.

Unless otherwise credited, these news items 
are taken from Religious News Service.

'CHANGE Of ADDRESS'
3 O C
o .S .2

^^'='5

8:

o s t|

z
c.S'su

a. -o u ^

C w. OJ O

-- ^ E
<
sv


