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I	fell	in	love	with	the	outdoors	while	working	in	Minnesota.	Canoeing,	backpacking,	and	cross-
country	skiing	were	added	to	my	childhood	love	of	hiking,	swimming,	and	biking.		I	dreamed	of	
buying	the	newest	equipment	for	my	hobbies,	but	my	nursing	salary	didn’t	allow	luxuries.		
	
Then	I	fell	in	love	with	Mike.	We	married	and	moved	to	Washington	State.	He	was	pursuing	a	
theology	major,	while	I	worked	as	a	nurse.	I	looked	forward	to	ministering	together	in	a	church.	
But	the	more	involved	I	became	in	my	outside	activities,	the	more	I	began	to	resent	the	thought	
of	serving	in	churches.	Ministry	life	wouldn’t	give	me	time	to	do	the	things	I	loved.	My	
resentment	began	spilling	over	to	my	husband.		
	
When	I	found	out	I	was	pregnant	(surprise!)	my	life	dramatically	changed.	Having	a	baby	made	
me	realize	how	self-	centered	my	focus	had	been.	Now	I	was	somewhat	more	inclined	to	help	in	
ministry,	but	I	still	didn’t	get	involved	much.		
	
When	my	husband	graduated,	we	first	served	a	multi-church	district.	Or	rather,	my	husband	did.	
To	me,	it	was	his	work,	not	mine,	so	I	never	did	much	ministry	with	him.	Tragically,	he	died	
when	our	son	was	two	years	old.		
	
Later	when	I	married	Jerry,	another	pastor,	I	had	the	same	attitude.	Another	son	was	born,	and	
as	our	children	grew	older,	I	resumed	my	hiking	and	back-packing.	But	strangely,	I	wasn’t	happy.		
	
My	love	for	my	sports	and	the	latest	equipment	was	consuming.	No	one	paid	me	to	assist	my	
husband,	and	I	resisted	any	attempts	to	get	me	involved.	My	primary	focus	was	to	find	ways	to	
earn	money	while	being	a	stay-at-home	mom.		
	
And	still	I	was	unhappy.	Bitterness	crept	into	my	life.	I	tried	to	spend	me	with	God,	but	it	was	
hard	to	be	consistent,	and	it	just	didn’t	do	much	for	me.		
	
But	then	church	members	began	praying	for	a	baptism	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	my	life.	I	began	to	
spend	time	reading	the	Bible	every	day.	I	learned	to	pray.	Amazing	experiences	followed.	My	
depression	and	sadness	evaporated.	I	felt	God	was	calling	me	into	ministry,	so	I	challenged	Him,	
“God,	if	this	is	from	You,	my	husband,	Jerry,	will	have	to	ask	me	to	do	ministry	with	him.”		
	



About	a	week	later	Jerry	asked	me	to	help	him	in	ministry.	Since	then,	I’ve	been	consistently	
involved	in	ministry,	both	with	my	husband	and	in	other	areas.	And	I’ve	never	had	so	much	
peace	and	happiness.	Yes,	I	get	tired	and	discouraged.	But	I	also	have	indescribable	peace	and	
joy.		
	
The	amazing	thing	is	that	for	years	I	was	working	for	free,	with	absolutely	no	pay.	Years	later,	
when	I	was	getting	paid,	God	led	me	to	give	the	majority	of	my	salary	away.	He	has	a	wonderful	
sense	of	humor!		
	
While	consumed	by	my	own	selfish	interests,	I	was	unhappy	and	depressed.	When	I	finally	gave	
my	heart	to	Jesus	and	chose	to	live	focused	on	Him,	I	found	happiness.	Working	for	Him	was	
exciting!	My	resentment	melted	away.	Not	only	that,	but	as	my	children	saw	the	change	in	me,	
they	were	inspired	to	get	involved	in	ministry	too.		
	
God	has	made	it	possible	for	me	to	hike	many	high	mountains.	He’s	given	me	so	much.	And	my	
devotional	time	with	God	has	become	amazing!	I	no	longer	need	to	force	myself	to	spend	me	
with	God.	I	live	to	spend	me	with	Jesus.	Giving	over	everything	to	my	Savior,	following	His	plans	
rather	than	mine,	turned	my	life	upside	down.	I	believe	this	is	the	way	to	be	truly	satisfied,	and	
the	only	worthwhile	way	to	spend	my	life.		
	
Janet	Page	serves	as	associate	ministerial	secretary	for	pastoral	spouses,	families,	and	prayer.		
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• PRAYER	REQUEST:	Please	pray	for	our	church	members	who	are	suffering	in	the	wake	

of	recent	earthquakes	in	Laos	and	Indonesia,	and	other	parts	of	the	world.	Pray	for	God’s	
peace	even	in	the	midst	of	these	storms	of	life.	

• PRAYER	REQUEST:	Many	are	suffering	with	the	loss	of	loved	ones—some	anticipated	
because	of	age	or	disease,	but	some	unexpected.	Pray	for	courage	and	strength	for	those	
who	have	recently	lost	loved	ones.	And	pray	for	ways	that	you	can	reach	out	to	someone	
you	know	who	may	be	struggling	with	loss.	

• PRAYER	REQUEST:	Please	pray	for	the	Total	Member	Involvement	campaigns	occurring	
September	8-22,	2018	and	sponsored	by	the	East	Central	Africa	Division’s	(ECD)	
Publishing	Ministries	Department.	Pray	for	God	to	lead	and	the	Holy	Spirit	to	be	poured	
out	in	rich	measure	on	the	Publishing	Ministries	work	in	the	ECD.	

• PRAYER	REQUEST:	Please	continue	to	pray	for	our	young	people	as	they	are	settling	into	
another	semester	of	school.	Pray	for	God	to	guide	in	the	formation	of	friendships,	in	the	
classes	they	take,	and	that	they	will	be	drawn	closer	to	Jesus	in	all	that	they	do.	

• PRAYER	REQUEST:	Let’s	also	pray	for	a	deeper	walk	and	relationship	with	Jesus	for	
ourselves.	In	order	to	minister	to	others,	we	need	to	have	something	to	give,	and	we	need	
the	Holy	Spirit	to	do	a	deeper	work	in	our	own	hearts.	Without	Him	we	are	merely	dry	
bones.		

	
	


