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Seeking God's Spirit

DAY 6—THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. There are different
kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in different ways, but it is the same God who does
the work in all of us. A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7,
NLT).

Testimony

“It is the accompaniment of the Holy Spirit of God that prepares workers, both men and women, to become
pastors to the flock of God. . . . Those who have faith in this divine Attendant [the Holy Spirit] will develop. They will
be gifted with power to clothe the message of truth with a sacred beauty” (Ellen White, Gospel Workers, pp. 96,
97).

The phone rang in my office in Albany, Oregon. “Is this the pastor of the Seventh-day Adventist Church?” a female
voice asked. “Yes, it is,” I replied. “You must come to the hospital at once. We have a patient here who is having
severe heart arrhythmias. We're afraid she may die, but she won't let us do anything until the pastor from the
Adventist Church prays for her. She keeps insisting that if the pastor from the Adventist Church prays for her, she
will be healed. Please come quickly!”

While driving to the hospital, I prayed, “Lord, I'm a little worried about this visit. The lady keeps telling everyone
that if the pastor from the Adventist Church prays for her, she will get well. You and I both know that You don't
always choose to heal someone. What will those nurses and doctors say if You don't heal this lady?” It seemed as if
the Lord responded by saying, “What are you fussing about?” “I'm worried Your reputation,” I said. “Now, let Me
get this straight,” the Lord seemed to say. “You're worried about My reputation?” “OK,” I continued, “I realize that
sounds pretty silly, but what will the people say—what will the lady say—if You don't heal her?” The Lord said to my
heart, “It is your responsibility to be obedient. It is My responsibility to take care of My reputation.” “You are right,” I
said. “T will trust You to do what You know is best.”

At the hospital I met four nurses outside the patient's room. “Are you the Adventist pastor?” one nurse asked.
“Hurry up and get in there and pray so we can do something!” I already knew from the name the nurse had given
me that this patient wasn't a member of my church or another nearby church. I wondered why she insisted on
being prayed for by an Adventist pastor, but this was no time to start a conversation. Her heart monitor showed
an erratic heartbeat. I knew she was in trouble. I walked to her bedside and took her right hand in mine. She
turned slightly, opened her eyes, and asked, “Are you the Adventist pastor?” “Yes,” I said. “If you will pray for me, I
know I will be healed,” she said.

This was not a time for a sermon or Bible study on prayer for the sick. I simply asked, “Sister, are you willing to let
Jesus decide what happens here today?” “Oh, yes, pastor,” she said, “but I know that if you pray for me, I will be
healed!” So I closed my eyes and asked the Lord in heaven to show His power and mercy for this lady. I asked Him
to glorify His name before the nurses and doctors in the hospital, and that this lady’s healing might be a witness
for many people. I asked the Lord to heal her if it was His will, if it could bring glory to His name, and if it was for
her best good. I finished my prayer in Jesus' name and said “Amen.” Opening my eyes, I looked at the heart
monitor, and it showed a perfect rhythm! The lady grasped my hand with vigor and said, “I feel good. I am healed!
I knew if the Adventist pastor prayed for me I would get well!”
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I remembered how Jesus handled experiences like this in His life, so I said, “Sister, your faith has made you well!" I
gave thanks to God and walked out of the room. The nurse said, “May we go in now?" I said, “Yes, but I don't think
she needs you anymore.” Their eyes widened considerably, and they dashed into the room. I can't tell you what
happened after that because I left. I didn't want the nurses or the lady looking to me as though I had healed her. It
was the gift of healing bestowed by the Holy Spirit for that lady at that moment.

Bible Texts to Pray About

e 1 Corinthians 12:9—Gift of healing is described. The Lord has many ways to heal people, and He
wants to bestow His healing power through His people.

e Ephesians 4:11-13—The Holy Spirit wants to give many gifts to His people. God has a plan for you
too.

e Luke 5:17—The power of the Lord is to be present to heal.

e 1 Corinthians 14:1, 13—Desire spiritual gifts and pray that you may receive them.

e Revelation 1:10—When the Holy Spirit comes upon us, we can hear God in a new and powerful way.

Suggested Prayers

e HereIam, Lord, use me in Your service. Fill me with Your Spirit and equip me with Your gifts.

e DearJesus, I want to make a difference for You in this world. I am not content to just sit in church. Give me
Your Spirit's power through the gifts You choose for me so that I can defeat the power of sin in this world.

e Lord, increase our gifts by education, training, experience, and prayer. We dedicate all our talents to You
and humbly ask that You add your supernatural blessing so that the gospel may go forward with power.

e We pray for the more than 8,000 Adventist schools with almost 2 million students. May these schools
always teach Bible truth and lead young people into mission and service.

e Lord, give us wisdom to reach secular cultures that have no interest in religion. Let Your Holy Spirit break
down the walls that surround secular hearts.

e We pray for people groups in Asia that do not have a Christian background. Give us special wisdom for
meeting their needs.

e Lord, please inspire Seventh-day Adventists around the world to pray as never before for the latter rain of
the Holy Spirit. We ask You for the promised fulfillment of Joel 2, Hosea 6, and Acts 2.

¢ Show us how to meet the practical and spiritual needs of refugees. May our church be known for our love
of all people, no matter who they are or where they come from.

e We pray for the 541 people groups in the 18 countries of Southern Africa-Indian Ocean Division. Please
lead them to biblical truth.

e We also pray for our list of seven or more people [name the names if appropriate].

e Local Prayer Requests:

Suggested Songs

I Need a Miracle; Something Beautiful; You Are the Finger of God; Great Is Thy Faithfulness (Hymn #100); Fire of
God, Thou Sacred Flame (Hymn #263); O for That Flame of Living Fire (Hymn #264); Oceans.



